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| Thy projeri and thine alms ore come up for # me 
morial before God. : 2: 


EN. High and Lofty One who inhabitth eternity _ 
dwelleth alſa with him that is of tumble and con- 
- trite heart. In the midſt of his glory, the Almighty” 3 
is not inattentive to the meaneſt of his ſubjeAs. New 3 
ther obſcurity of ſtation, nor imperfection of know-p 
| ledge, finks thoſe below his regard, who worſhip and 
_ obey him. Every prayer whigh they 2 3 
ſecret retirements, is liſtst to by him; and every» % 
work of charity which they perform, how unknown 9 
ſoever to the world, attracts his notice, The Text — = 
1 ſingle inſtance of this comfortable tru tb. ſl 
the city of Czſarea, there dwelt a Roman centu--— 
rion, a military Officer of inferior- rank, a Gentile, 
neither by birth or religion entitled to the privileges - 
of the E nation. But he was a devoat and 2 
benevolent man; who, according to his meaſure of 
religious knowledge, ſtudied to perform bis dur, 
prayed to God alwayl, and ga ve much alms to the people... * _ 
Such a charaQter paſſed not unobſerved by God. 80 


bighly was it Cd that to this good centurion i 
an Angel was ſent from heaven, in order to dire@.. 

him to the means of full inſtruction in the trum. 

"Im 2 accoſts him with this 8 22 | 
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| forming the honour and the bleſſedneſs of a true 
Chriſtian; piety joined with charity, faith with good _ 
works, devotion with morality. . Theſe are things 


4 . the Uninn ” 
It is to we conjunction of prayer 0 als, that 1 


. now to direct your thoughts, as deſcribing | 


the reſpectable and amiable character of a man, as 


which God hath cotneQed, and which it is impious 


in man to ſeperate. It is only when hey remain 
united, that they can come up as a grateful memorial 
before Ged. 1 ſhall firft endeavour to ſnew you, That 
alms without prayers, or prayers without alms, mor- 
ality without devotion, or devotion without morality, 


are extremely defective; and.then ſhall point out the 
happy effects of their mutual union. 


Lr us begin with conſidering the caſe of alms 


without prayers ; that is of good works without piet 


or a proper ſenſe of God and religion. Examples of this 


are not uncommon in the world. With many, Virtue 


an honoured name, while Piety ſounds meanly in 


their ears. They are men of the world, and they 


claim to be men of honour. They reſt upon their 
humanity, their probity, and their truth. They ar- 


rogate to themſelves all the manly and active virtues. 


But devout affeQions, and religious duties, they 
treat with contempt, as founded on ſhadowy ſpecu- 
lations, and fit to employ the attention only of weak 


and ſuperſtitious minds. Now in oppoſition to ſuch 
perſons, I contend, That this negleCt of piety argues 
depravity of heart ; ; and that it infers an * 


diſcharge of the duties of morality. 


w. 


.+ Covers a cold 


FirsT, it wah internal depravity ; for it diſ- | 


preſſion which 


- It is a ſenſe of religion. As ſoon as his mind opens 
to obſervation and reflection, he diſcerns innumerable .. 
marks of bis dependent ſtate. He finds himſelf 

* by ſome ſuperior pours. in a vaſt we. 1 
6, where 


a hard beart. If there be any im- 
n is formed by nature to receive, 


is, of at leaſt is pretended to be, a reſpectable an id * 4 
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2 N  Piety aud Morality. _ „ 
where the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Creator are 
conſpicuous on every ſide. The magnificence, tne 
beauty and order of nature, excite him to admire and " 
adore. When he looks up to that omnipotent hand | 
which operates throughout the univerſe, he is impreſ- 
ſed wi h reverence. When he receives bleſſings which 
he cannot avoid aſcribing to divine goodneſs, he is 
prompted to gratitude. The expreſſions of thoſe al- 
fections under the various forms of religious worſhip, 
iv are no other than native effuſjons of the human heart. 
| | Ignorance may miſlead, and ſuperſtition may corrupt 
them; but their origin is derived from ſentiments 
that are eſſential to man. F e 
ä Caſt your eyes over the whole earth. Ex the 
moſt vemote quarters of the eaſt or the weſt. You 
may diſcover tribes of men, without policy, or laws, 
or cities, or any of the arts of life: But no where 
* will you find them without ſome form of religion. In 
every region you behold the proſtrate worſhipper, 
the temple, the altar, and the offering. Wherever 
men have exiſted, they have been ſenſible that ſome 
acknowledgement was due, on their part, to the 
Sovet eign of the world. If in their rudeſt and moſt 
ignorant ſtate, this obligation has been feit, what ad- 
- ditional force muſt it acquire by the improvements of 
human knowledge, but eſpecially by the great dif- 
coveries of the Chriſtian revelation? Whatever, either 
from 1everence or from gratitude, can excite men to 
the worſhip of God, is by this revelation placed in 
ſuch aÞght, as one ſhould think were ſufficient to 
_ "_e | over-awe the moſt thoughtleſs, and to melt the moſt 
a: Ties obdurate mind. 3 — 2 


|  -  Canſt thou, ther, pretend to be man of fesſon, 
m- | nay, a man of virtue, and yet continue'regardleſs of | 
ves ff one of the firſt aud chief diftates of bumay mature? A 
mW || Where is thy ſenſibility to what is right and fir, f 
(elf We that loud voice which calls all nations throughout the © 
"oO. - earth to religious ho nage, has never been heard by } 
___ X'5 A. ' An? 
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ee? Or, if it has been heard, by what ſtra 


and affeQtionate in t eſe relations; haſt thou no ſenſe 


of what thou oweſt to thy firſt Parent, thy higheſt 


Sovoreigu, thy greateſt Benefactor? Can it be con- 
ſiſtent with true virtue or honuor, to value thyſelf 
upon thy regard to inferiour obligations, and yet to 
violate -1 

ancient of all? When ſimple inſtinA teaches the 
Tartar and the Indian, together with his alms and 
good works to join his prayers to that power whom 
he conſiders as the ſource of good, ſhall it be no re- 


| proach, in the moſt erlightened ſtate of human na- 
ture, and under the pureſt, diſpenſation of religion, 
to have extinguiſhed the ſenſe of gratitude to Heaven 


and to flight all acknowledgement of the great and the 
true God? What does ſuch conduct imply, bu: ei- 
ther an entire want, or a wilful ſuppreſſion, of ſome 


of the beſt and moſt generous affections belongiag to 

- Human nature ?—Sucely there muſt be an effential 
deffect in that heart which remains cold and inſenſible, 

Where it ought to be affected moſt warmly. Surely, 


ſuch a degree of depravity muſt be lodged there, as 


is ſufficient to taint all the other ſprings of pretended 


virtue. | 
Bur beſides this, I muſt contend, in the ſecond 
lace, That where religion is negleQed, there can 
e no regular nor ſteady practice of the duties of 
morality. The character will be often inconſiſtant; 


and Virtue placed on a baſis too narrow to ſupport * F 


will be always looſe and tottering. For ſuch is 


propenſity of our nature to vice, ſo numerous are 


the temptations to a relaxed and immoral conduct, 


that fironger reſtraints than thoſe of mere reaſon, 
are neceſſary to be impoſed on man. be ſenſe of 


falſe refinements haſt thou ſtifled thoſe natural 
fentiments which it tends to awaken? Calling thyſelf 
a fon, a citizen, a friend; claiming to be faithful -- 


hat which is the moſt facred and the moſt 


UP e 4 
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* 


either wounded by fore diſtreſs, or agitated, by vio- 
. lent. emotions; and you ſhall preſently ſee, that, virtue 
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uader the weight of misfnrtune ; or will yield to the 
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on the ordinary courſe of facial duties with, ſome re- 
larity. But wait until ſome trying emergence come. 


t the conflict of paſſions ariſe. Let the heart be 


A 


without religion is inadequate to the government 


lite. It is deſtitute of its proper guard, of its firmeſt 


ſupport, of its chief encouragement. It will fink 


ſolicitation of guilt. © 


The great motives that produce conſtancy and 
" firmneſs of action, muſt be of a palpable and firiking 
| kind. A divine Legiſlator, uttering his voice from 

heaven; an omaiſcient Witneſs, beholdin 
in our retreats; - an almighty Governour, 


forth his atm to puniſh/or reward, diſcloſing the ſe- 


_ crets of the invinſible world, informing us of perpe- 


| tual reſt prepared hereafter for the righteous, and of 


Indignatian and wrath awaiting the wicked: Theſe are 


| the, conſiderations which over-awe the world, which 
ſupport integrity, arid check guilt. They add to virtue 
that ſolemnity which ſhould ever charaQerize it. To 
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| 7 
finQ of benevolence, are barriera too feeble to with-, 
ſtand the ſtrength of paſſion. In the tranquil ſeaſans. 
of life, theſe natural principals may, perhaps, carry 


b 


the admonitions of conſcience they give the authority of 


a law. Co- operating with all the good diſpoſitions of 


a pious man, they ſtrenghten and inſure their influence, 


On his alma you can have no certain dependance, who 


| thinks not of God, nor has joined pray er to bis charita- 


* 


ble deeds. But when humanity is ſeconded by piety» 
the jpring from» which it flows is rendered of courſe, 


more regular and conſlant.In ſhort, withdraw r 


_ gion, and you ſhake all the pillars; of morality, 


every heart you-waken the influence of viriue: And 
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among the multitude, the bulk of mankind, ou 
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? Or, if it has been heard, by what ſtrange and 
falſe' refinements haſt thou ſtifled thoſe matural 


ſentiments which it tends to awaken ? Calling thyſelf 


a fon, a citizen, a friend ; claiming to be faithful 


and affeQtionate in t eſe relations; haſt thou no ſenſe 
of what thou oweſt to thy firſt Parent, thy higheft 


Sovareigu, thy greateſt BenefaQor ? Can it be con- 


upon thy regard to inferiour obligations, and yet to 


violate that which is the moſt ſacred and the moſt 


ancient of all? When fimple inſtind teaches the 
Tartar and the Indian, together with his alms and 
good works to join his prayers to that power whom 
he conſiders as the ſource of good, ſhall it be no re- 


pProach, in the molt erlightened ſlate of human na- 


ture, and under the pureſt diſpenſation of religion, 


ther an entire want, or a wilful ſuppreſſion, of ſome 


deffect in that heart which remains cold and inſenſible, 


where it ought to be affected moſt warmly. Surely, 
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_ Gftent with true virtue or honuor, to value thyſelf 


100 have extinguiſhed the ſenſe of gratitude to Heaven 
and to flight all acknowledgement of the great and the 
true God? What does ſuch conduct imply, bu: ei- 


of the beſt and moſt generous affections belongiag to 
human nature ?—Surely there muſt be an effential 


ſuch a degree of depravity muſt be lodged there, as 


virtue. 


is ſufficient to-taint all the other ſprings of pretended | 


Bur beſides FIN I muſt contend, in the ſecond 


place, That where religion 4s negleRed, there can 
e no regular por ſteady praQ the duties of 


morality. The character will be often inconſiſtant; 


and Virtue placed on a baſis too narrow to ſuppor̃t it, 
will be always looſe and tottering. For ſuch is the 

propenſity. of our nature to vice, ſo numerous are 
the temptations to a relaxed and immoral conduc, 


that ſtronger reſtraints than thoſe of mere reaſon, 


are neceſlary to be impoſed on man. Ihe ſenſe of 
right and wrong, the principle of honour, * 15 
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tte jpring from» which it flows is rendered of cour 
more regular and conſlant. In ſhort, withdraw 


lind of bene volence, are barriers too feeble to with-, 


in our retreats; an almighty Governour, 
forth his atm to puniſh/or reward, diſcloſing the ſe- 


thinks not of God, nor has joined pray er 
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Picty and Morality, 5 


ſtand the ſtrength of paſſion. In the tranquil ſeaſone 


of life, theſe natural principals maps, perhaps, carry _ 


on the ordinary courſe of ſocial duties with, ſome re- 
larity. But wait until ſome trying emergence come. 
t the conflict of paſſions ariſe, Let the heart be 
either wounded by fore diſtreſs, ot agitated, by vio- 


lent. emotions; and you ſhall preſently ſee, that, virtue 
without religion is inadequate to the government ot 


lite. It is deſtitute of its proper guard, of its firmeſt 


| ſupport, of its chief encouragement. It will fink 


under the weight of misfoxtune ; of will yield to the - 


ſolicitation of guilt. r e f 
The gceat motives het: py uce conſtancy and 


firmneſs of action, muſt be of a palpable and ſtriking 

kind. A divine Legiſlator, uttering. his voice from 

heaven; an omaiſcient Witneſs,. bengfcng us in all 
retching 


crets of the invinſible world, informing us of perpe- 


ſupport integrity, arid check guik.. They add to virtue 
that ſolemnity which ſhould ever charaQerize it. To 


- the admonitions of conſcience they give the authority f/ 
a law. Co-operating with all the good diſpoſitions = 7 2 ] 


a pious man, they ſtrenghten and inſure their influence, 
On his alms you can have no certain dependance, bo 


to 
ble deeds. But when humanity is ſeconded by PAY» 
© 


gion, and you ſhake all the pillars: of morality, 


every heart you-waken the influence of virtue: And 


among the multitude, the bulk of mankind, u 4 
Fi, overthrow its power. wins” 14.5 . 1 ig . { | 4 
Baie thus thewn that morality; without devo-—- 
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© tual reſt prepared hereaſter for the righteous, and of == | 
_ indignation and wrath awaiting the wicked: Theſe are 
the conſiderations which over-awe the world, which 
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5 wwe — 
tion is bath defeQive and unſtable, I proceed to con” 

ſider the other extreme, of prayers without alms» 
devotion without morality. © 2 27 


In every age the practice has prevailed, of fubſtitu- 


ting certain apperances of piety in the place of the 
Freat duties of humanity and mercy. Too mapy 


there have always, been, who flatter themſelves with 


the hope of obtaining the friendſhip of their Creator, 
though they negleQ to do juſtice to their fellow-crea- 
tures. But ſuch perſons may be aſſured, thet their 
ſuppoſed piety is altogether of a ſpurious kind. It is 
an invention of their own, unknown to reaſon, un- 
known in the word of God. In ſcripture we are e- 


7 


ver directed to try our faith by our works, our love 


of God by our love of men. We are directed to con- 
ſider piety as a principle which regenerates the heart, 


and forms it to goodneſs. We are taught that in vain 


we addreſs any acts of homage to Chriſt, unleſs we 


do the things which he ſaith; and that Jove, peace, 


gentleneſs,” goodneſs, meekneſs and temperance are not 


is ſpirit. If, therefore, while piety ſeems ardent, 
morality ſha'l decline, you have full reafon to believe 


that into that piety ſomecorrupting ingredients have en- 


tered. And if ever your regard to morality ſhall totaly 


Fail; if, while you make many prayers, you give no alm; = © | 


if, while you appear to be zealous for God, you are 


falſe or _— to men; if you are hard or contraQed : 
vere in your cenſures, and opprefive in 
your conduRQ; then, conclude with certainty, that 


in heart, 


What you had termed piety was no more than an 

empty name. For as ſoon, according to the ſcripture 

. firnlitude, 1 
tan, as ſuch effects be produced by genuine piety. 

What you have called by that name, s It 


al | ſelf into one of other of three things. Either it is an +] SE 
| -_ . bhypociitical form of godlineſs, aſſumed in order to 
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1 Piety and Morality. Re 9 


rable ſuppoſition, it is a tranſient impreſſion of ſeri- 


ouſneſs, an accidental 'melting of the heart, which 


paſſer away like the morning cloud and the early dew ; 


or, which I am afraid is too often the caſe, it is the 
deliberate refuge of a deluded and ſuperſtitious, but. 


at the ſame time a corrupted mind. For all men, 


even the moſt depraved, are ſubje&'more- or leſs,-. 


to compunctions of conſcience. It has never been in 


their power to withdraw totaly beyond the reach of 
that warning voice, which tells them that ſomething 
is neceſſary to be done, in order to make their peace 


with the Ruler of the world. But, back ward at the 


ſame time to reſign the gains of diſhoneſty, or the 
plea{ures of vice; averſe from ſubmiſſion to that la- 


_ cred law which enjoins rizhteouſneſs in its whole ex- 
tent, they have often attempted to make a fort of 

compoſition with Heaven; a compoſition, Which, 

though they dare not avow it in words, lurks in ſecret 


at the bottom of many a heart. If God will only 4 


diſpenſe with fome articles of obedience, ' they will * 


repay him with abundant homage. If they fail in "1 
practice, they will ſtudy to be ſoure iu belief; ard 
by the number of their -prayers, will atone, in ſome 


_ meaſure, for their deficiency in chariatable deeds. 


But the attempt is as vain, as it is impious. From 


the ſimpleſt and plaineſt principals of reaſon it muſt 
appear, that religeous worſhip, disjoined from juſtice 
gad virtue, can upon no account whatever find ac- 
cepftance with the Supreme B ing. [To what purpoſe 
i the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me? faith the 


Lord. Bring no mare vain oblations. Incenſe is an 
abomination unto me. T he new moons and ſabbaths, the 


calling of aſſemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity 


ven the folem meetings. —— Ceaſe, igoliſh and impi- 


ous man] Ceaſe to conſider the Almighty as a weak 
or vain=glertous being, who is to be appeaſed by thy 


_ devout proſtrations, and thy humble words; or to 
be gratified by the parade and oftentation of external 


A 5 worſhip  Þ 
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will look down upen 


10 On tile Unien 

worfhip. What is all thy worſhip to him? Will Fe 
eat the fleſh of thy ſacrifices, or drink the blood of offered 
goats? Was worſhip required of thee, doſt thou 
think, upon his account, that thou mighteſt bring 
any increaſe to his glory and felicity by thy weak 


and inſignificant praiſes ? Sooner mighteſt thou in- 


creaſe the ſplendour of the ſun by a lighted taper, or 
add to the thunder by thy vice. No: It is for the 
fake of man, not of God, that worſhip and prayers 


are required; not that God may be rendered more 


_ glorious, but that man may be made better; that he - 


may be confirmed in a proper ſenſe of his dependant 
ſtate, and acquire thoſe pious and virtuous diſpcſitt- | 


ons in which his higheſt improvement conſiſts. - 


Of all the principles in religion, one ſhould take 


this to to be the moſt evident ; and yet frequent. ad- 
monitions are needed, to renew the impreſſion of it 
upon mankind. For what purpoſe did thy Creator 
place thee in this world, in the midſt of human ſoci- 
ety, but that as a man among men thou mighteſt cul- 


tivate humanity, that each in his place might con- 
tribute to the general welfare; that as a ſpouſe, a 


brother, a ſon, or a friend, thou mighteſt act thy 
part with an upright and a tender heart; and thus 
aſpire to reſemble Him who ever conſults the good 
of his creatures, and whoſe tender mercies are over all 
bis works ? And dareſt thou, who has been ſacrifi- 


cing u ſuſpicious innocence to thy looſe pleaſures; 
thou, who haſt been diſtusbing-the repoſe of ſociety 


dy thine ambition or craft; thou, who, to-increa 


thy treaſures, haſt been makeing the widow: and the 

_ orphan weep; dareſt thou approach God with thy 

worſhip and thy pragers, and entertain the hope that he 
— in peace? Will the God of 

order and juſtice 2 poor compenſation ſor 


His violated laws? Wif the God of love regard the 
ſervices of one who is an enemy to his creatures? 
| $holi 2 corrupter of the ſociety of men. aſpire to the 

| babitatiogz 
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: Nudes f pure and bleſſed ſpirits?—Beſieve it, 


- alſo. Ceaſe te do twil; learn to do well: Seek "| 
judgment relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, © 


und be will druto nigh t6thee ; tal} aßen him in the day 
o, Fotble, und he will anſwoer thee. Thy prayers and 
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Reh and Morality. 


He that © ſaith he leveth God, muſt love his brother 
plead for the videos: And then, Draw nigh 1 Got, 


thine «Ins, hall then aſcend, An memorial be- 
bre the Moſt High. © 
' I avg now ſhewnthe-evil of. maiming and li- 
ting religion; of dividing aſunder two think, Which | 
though in theory they may be ſeparated, yet in prac-. 
tice muſt always co-exift % either of them be reat, 
"Devotion to God and Chatity to Men. Let us cot 
eder next the happy effects of their uni. 
Their 'union forins the conſiſtent, the graceful, the 5 
reſpectable character of the real Chriſtian, the man 
of true worth. If you leave either of them out of 
your ſyſtem, even though you excel in the other, you * 
can Rtandwriab only in ene point of view. It is only | 
on one fide your character is fäir; on the other, it 
will always be open to mueh reproacb. And ad you 
diſhonour yourſelves, fo you do great infuſtice to re- 
"Higion. Fot, by'dividiay its parts from one another, 
yo ne ver faikto expoſe it to the cenſure of the world : 
Ard perhaps,.by this fort.of partial and divided good- 
neſs, religion has ſuffered more in the eſteem of man- ' 
kind, than by open profligacy. The unbeſiever will 
ſcoff at your piety, when he ſees you regligent f 
môral duties. The bigot will - all morality, 


hen ke fees you preterging to be a follower of vi- 
we, *though- you de a deſpifer of God. Whereas be 


fo fears God, and is at the ſame time juſt and be- | 
ne fic ent to men, - ethibits religton torbe world with. 2 
full propriety. It ſhines in h's condo with its na- 

tive ſplendour ; and its rays thiow a glory-round fim. 
Hs charaQer is above reprosch. R is at once am i- 

able and vencfable. "Mahee itſeif is afraid io attack . | 
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him; and even the worſt men reſpect and honour 15 


bim in their hearts. 


This too is the man whoſe life will be moſt peace- | 
ful and happy. He who fails materially either in 


piety or in virtue, is always obnoxious to thezanguiſh 
of remerſe. His partial ę oodneis may flatter. him in 


the day of ſuperficial obſervation; but when ſoli- 
tude or diſtreſs awakens the powers of refle ion, he 
ſhall be made to fee}, that one part of duty perform 
. ed, atones not for another which is negleQed. In 
the midſt of his prayers, the remembrarce of in- 
juſtice will upbraid him with hJpocriſy ; and in the 


diſtribution of his alms, the prayers which the poor 


put up for him, will make him, bluſh for his negle ct 


of God: Conſcienee will ſupply the place of the 
band coming forth to write over againſt him on the 
wall, T how art weig bed in the balance, and art freund 
wanting. Whereas he who Folds both faith end 4 
good conſcirnce, who attends equally to the diſcharge 


of his duty towards God and towards Many enjoys, 
as far; as human imperfeQtion allows, the ſenſe of 
fairneſs and conſiſtency in conduct, of integrity; and 


ſoundneſs of heart. 


The man of mere morality, is a ſtranger to all the 
delicate and refined pleaſures of devotion. In works 
of beneſicence and mercy, he may enjoy ſatisfa ion. 
But his ſatisfaQion is deftitute of that glow of affec- 


tion, which enlivens the feelings of one who lifis his 
heart at the ſame time to the Father of the univerſe, 
and conſiders himſelf as imitating God. The man- 


again who reſts ſolely on devotion, if that devotion 


open not his heart to — only remains a2 
ſtranger to the pleaſures of be | 
often undergo the pain ariſing from bad paſfi 
But when beneficence and devotion are united, tÞ 


ficence, but .m 


pour upon the man in whom they meet, the f 


_ Pleaſures of a good and a pure heart. His alms con- 
nected him with men; his prayers with God. — 


* 
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Kr "I - mg 
| wall ad diſmay on both worlds. All nature has 
to him a benign aſpect. If engaged in active lite, 
he is the friend of men; and he is happy in the ex- 
ertions of that friendſhip. If left in retirement, he 
Walks among the works of nature, as with God. 
Every object is enlivened to him by the ſenſe of tùje 
Divine preſende. Every where he traces the bene- 
ficent hand of the Author of nature; and every _ 
where, with glowthg heart, he hears and anſwers his 
ſecret voice. When be looks up to heaven, he re- 
joices in che thought that there dwells that God whom 
be ſerves and bonouts; that Savicur in whom he 
truſts ; that Spirit of grace from whoſe infpiration 
his piety and his charity flow. When he looks around 
him on the world, he is-ſoothed with the pleafing re- 
membrance of good offices Which he has done or at 
leaſt has fl udied to do, to many who dwell there. 
How comfortable the reflection, that him no poor 
man can upbraid for having withheld his due; him 
no unfortunate man can feproach for having ſeen and 4 
deſpiſed bis ſotrows; but that on his head are de- 
ſcending the pravers of the needy and the aged ; and 
! tat the hands of thoſe whom his protection has 
A | Ported, or his bounty hast fed, are ne in enn 


* 
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to bleſs him! ; 
Life paſſed under the influence of. ack k e- 5 
ons, naturally leads to a happy end. It is not enough 
to ſay, that feith and piety, joined with actiye vir- 
tue, conſtitute the requiſite preparation for heaven. 
They in truth begin the enjoyment of heaven. In _ 
every ſtate of our exiſtence, they form the chief in- 
4  gredients of felicity. Hence they are the great marks _ 
 - of; Chriſtian regeneration; They are the ſignature _ 
of that Holy Spirit, by which good men are ſaid to 
be ſealed unis the day of redemption. —The text affords 
a ſtriking proof of the eſtimation in which they are 
| held by God. Amidſt that infinite variety of human 
events which paſs under his eye, the prayers and _ 
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't# On the Union of Piety and Marality. 

alms of ConneLrus attracted his particular notice. 
He remarked the amiable difpoſitions which roſe in 
the heart of this good man. But he ſaw that they: 
were yet imperfe&, while he remained unenlightened 
dy the principles of the Chriſtian religion. - In order 


* to remove this obſtruction to his riſing graces, and to- 


bring him to the full knowledge of thiae God whem. 4 


he ſought to honour, he was favoured with a ſupet- 
natural meſſage from heaven. While the princes of 


the earth were left to act by the counſels of their oẽõ6 am 


wiſdom ; while, without interpoſition from above, 


| Generals conquered or fell, according to the viciſſi- 
- .. tude of human things; 10 this good centurion an An- 


gel was commiſſioned f. om the throne of God. 


What can | ſay mere or higher in proite ofa. 


"bleſſed character, than that it is what God delights 


to honour? Men ſingle out as the objeQs of diſtine- 
tion, the great, the brave, or the renowned. But 
he who ſeeth not as man ferth, paſſing by thoſe qua- 


lies which often ſhine with falſe ſplendour to human 


obſervation, looks to the inward principles of aQion ; 5 


to t hoſe principles which fotms the eſſence of a wor 


| pro character; and which, if called forth; would 


give birth-r@ whatever is- laudable or excellent in con- 


duct. Is there one, though in humble ſtation or 


obſcure life, who feareiſ Gd and worketh righteoufs- 
neſs ; whcſe prayers and alms, proceeding in regular 


una ffedted tenour, beſpeak the upright, the tender, 


the devout heart ?—— Thoſe alms and prayets come up 
in memorial before that God who is to reſbecter of 
per ſons. The Almighty beholds him from his throne 
with complacenc y. Divine illumins tion is ready to - 


inſtruct him. Angels miniſter to him. They now 

mark him out on earth as their future aſſociate; and 

for him . make ready in pat adiſe, the white robes, 
tie palms, and the ſceptres of the juſt, = 

To this honour, to this bleſſedn<ſ+, let 6ur wants 

| cominually aſpire z and S 
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Tn the time of trouble, be ſhall hide me in is povilies; 


3 and fears. In every religious audience, there 
are many who fall under the denomination of the un- 


calm which they enjoy, the ſtorm that is to over- 


many. 


* 


30k; the Influence f is . Atverfiy. 18 I 
let thoſe folemn and facred words, with which I 
clude, ſound in our ears, and be the great dive hory | 
of our conduct: He hath ſbewed thee, O man, what 
is gend; and what doth the Lord thy Gad require of © 
thee, but==to do juſtly, and Towe n 10 walk 


ly with iy _ 


* . „ 


SERMON bY 


Pe xvii. 5. 


in the ſecret of his F Ae 
| Pool ffihrt. T 


HE life of man has always been a very mixed 
ſtate, full of uncertainty and viciſſitude, of 


fortunate z and the reſt are ignorant how oon they 
may be calied to join them. For the profperity of 
no man on earth is ſtable and afſured-- Hol ale ; 
may ſoon gather over the heads of thoſe whoſe 1 
is now moſt bright. In the midſt of the deceitful | 


whelm them wi per haps already begun to ferment. 
If a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet 
2 the 2 4. for 2 on by. 


Hence, to thoughtful mind, no ſtudy can appear 


more important, than how to be ſuitably prepared for 
the misfortunes of life; ſo as to contemplate 
proſpect without diſmay, and, if they muſt befall, | 


e them in 


to bear them without dejc Aion. Throughout everx 


25 gt, the wiſdo.n of the 224 the treaſures of the 


rich, 


— 


— 


1 dich, and the power of the mighty, have been 4 
proach of diſtreſs, or in rendering t hemſelves leſs vul- 
remove adverſity to a diſtance. Philoſophy has ſtudi- 
and Wealth has ſought out every pleaſure that can 


Which it cannot ſhake. 
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ployed, either in guarding their ſtate againſt the ap- 


nerable by its attacks. Power has endeavoured to re- 


ed, when it drew nigh, to conquer it by patience; 


compenſate or alleviate- 1 
While the wiſdom of the world is thus occupied, 


religion has been no leſs attentive to the ſame im- 


portant object. It informs us in the Text, of a pavi- 


lien which. God eredcts to ſhelter his ſervants in time of- 
trouble of a ſecret place in bis tabernacle into which he. 


brings them, of a rock on which he ſets them up? and 


_ elſewhere he tells us, of a ſhield and a buckler which 


he ſpreads before them, to cover them from the terreur 
by night, and the arrow that flieth by day. Now of 


what nature are thoſe inſtruments of detence, whic 


God is repreſented as providing with ſuch folicttous 
care to thi ſe who fear him? Has he reared vp any 
bulwarks, impregnable by misfortune, in order to ſe- 


| 12 the pious and virtuous from the reſt of man- 
Find, and to ſcreen them from the common difaſters 


of life? No: To thoſe difaſters we behold them l- 
"able no leſs than others. The defenc, which religion 
provides, is altogether of an internal kind. It is the 
heart, not the outward ſtate, which it profeſſes to 

ard. When the time of trouble comes, as come it 


muſt to all; it places good men under the pavilion of 


the Almighty, by affording them that ſecurity and 


| * which ariſe from the belief of divine protection 


t brings them into the ſecret of his tabernacle, by 
opening to them ſources of conſolation which are hid- 


den from others. By that ſtrength of mind 'with 


which it endows them, it ſets them up upon a rock, 
againſt which the tempeſt may violently beat, but 
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figuratively deſcribed, I ſhall ia this diſcourſe endea- 
vour to ſhow. I ſhall for this end compare together 


the ſituation of bad men and that of the good, when , 


both are ſuffering the misfortunes of life; and then 
make ſuch improvement as the ſubject will naturally 
ſuggeſt. 3 


I. Reitc10 N prepares the mind for encountering, 


with fortitude, the moſt ſevere ſhocks of adverſity ; 
whereas vice, by its natural inflaence on the temper, 


tends to produce dejections under the ſlighteſt trials. 


While worldly men enlarge their poſſeſſions, and ex- 
tend their connections, they imagine they are ſtrength- 


ening themſelves againſt all the poſſihle viciſſitudes of 
life. They ſay in their hearts, My mountain flands 


fireng, and I ſball never he moved. But ſo fatal is 


wakening that which only can ſupport them; when 


thoſe viciſſitudes come. It is their mind, which muſt 
then ſupport them; and their mind, by their ſenſual 


attac 


hments is corrupted and enfeebled. Addicted 


with u.temperate fondneſs to the pleaſures of the world, 


they incur two great and certain evils; they both ex- 

clude ' themſelves from every reſource except the 
world, and they increaſe their ſenſibility - to every 
blow which comes upon them from that quarter. 


_ "They have neither principles nor temper which Y 


cu ſtand the aſſault of trouble. Tuey have no prin- 
- Ciples which lead them to Took beyond the ordinary 


rotation of events; and therefore, when misforrunes 


involve them, the proſpe& muſt be comfortlefs an 


every {ide Their crimes have diſqualified them for 


looking up to the aſſiſtance of any higher power than 


their own ability, or for relying on any better guide 


than their ewn wiſdom. And as from principle they 
can derive uo ſupport, ſo in a temper corrupted by 
proſperity they find no relief. They have loſt that 


— 


== 


How far the comforts proceeding from religiin 4 
merit thoſe high titles under which they are here 


their deluſion; that inſtead of ſtrengthening, they are. 
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f F _ therefore he is not overcome by diſappointment, when 


18, On the Influnceof | 
moderation of mind which enables a wiſe man to e- 
*- comodate himſelf to his ſituation. Long fed with 


8. falſe hopes, they are exaſperated and ſtung by every 


di ſappoim ment. Luxurious and effeminate, they can 
bear no uneaſineſs. Proud and preſumptuous, they 

can brook no oppoſition. By nouriſhing diſpoſitions 
which ſo little ſuit this uncertain ſtate, they have in- 


WU fuſed a double portion of bitterneſs into the cup of 


1 


- Woe; they have ſharpened the edge of that ſword 
which is lift ed up to ſmite them. Strangers to all 
the temperate ſatisfaQions of a good and a pure mind; 
ſtrangers to every pleaſure except what was ſeaſoned 


i buy vice or vanity, their adverſity is to the laſt degree 


diſconſolate. Health and opulence were the two pil- 


b on which they reſted, Shake either of them ; and 


their whole edifice of hope and comfort falls. Proſt- 
rate and forlorn, they are left on the ground; obliged 
to join with the man of Ephriam in his abject lamen- 
tation, The have taken away my gods, which 1 have. 


i - made, and what have I more Such ate the cauſes to 


to which we muſt aſcribe the broken ſpirits, the 
- Peeviſh temper, and impatient paſſions, that ſo often 


attend the declining age, or falling fortunes of vicious 


But how different is the condition of a truly good 
man in thoſe trying ſituations of life!- Religion had 
| gradually prepared his mind for all the events of this 
inconſtant ſtate. It had inſt ructed him in the nature 
of true happineſs, - It had early weaned him from 
the ur due love of the world, by diſcovering to him 
its van ty, and by ſetting higher proſpeQs in his 
viev. AfﬀiQions do nat attack him by ſurpriſe, and 
therefore do not overwhelm bim. He was equipped 
for the ſtorm, as well as the calm, in this dubious 
nayagation of life. Under thoſe conditions he knew 


i} himſelf to be brought thither, that be was not to te. 


tain always the enjoyment of what be loved: And 


that 


_— 
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that which is mortal, dies; when that which is mu- 
table, 4 to change; and when that which he 
knew to be tranſient, paſſes away. W * 
All the principles which religion teaches, and a 4 
the habits which it forms, are favourable to ſtrengt 
of mind. It will be found, that whatever purifes, 
fortifies alſo the heart. In the courſe of living right- 
teouſfly, ſoberly, and godly, a good man \acquires a 
ſteady and well-governed ſpirit. Trained. by Divine 
grace, to enjoy with moderation the advantages f 
the world, neither lifted up by ſucceſs, nor enerva- 
ted with ſenſuality, he meets the changes in his lot 
without unmanly dejection. He is inured to tempe- 


rance and reſtraint. He has learned firmne's and * 
ſelf- command. He is accuftomed to look up to that 
Supreme Providence, which diſpoſes of human affairs, 
not with reverence only, but with truft and hope. 
The time of pro perity was to him not merely a 
ſeaſon of barren joy, but productive of much uſeful 
improvement. He had cultivated his mind. He had 
| ſtored it with uſeful knowledge, with good principles, 
and vir uous diſpoſitions. Theſe reſourſes remain en- 
| tire when the days of treue come. They femain 
with him in ſickneſs, as in health; in poverty, as inn 
the midſt of riches; in his dark and ſolitary hours, 
no leſs than when ſurrounded with friends and gay - 
_ From the glare of proſperity, he can, with= 
out dejeQion withdraw into the ſhade: Excluded 
from ſeveral advantages of the world, he may be 
_ obliged to retreat into a narrower circle; but within 
that circle he will find many comforts left. His chief 
_ Pleaſures were always of the calm, innocent, ang 


Es temperate kind; and over theſe, the changes of the 


world have the leaſt power. His mind is a kingdom 

to him and be can ftill enjoy it. The world did 
not beſtow upon him all his enjoyments; and there- _ 
| fore it is not in the power of the world, by its moſt 


cruel atracks, to carry them all wax. : 
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20 0. the Influnteof 
II. Tur diſtreſſes of life” are alleviated to good BB 
men, by refleQions on their paſt conduQ'; while, by '$ 


* fuch refleQtions, they are highly aggravated to the * 
dad. During the gay and active periods of life, ſin- A 
neꝛrs elude, in ſome meaſure, the force of conſcience. 
Carried round in the whirl of affairs and pleaſures ; 
intent on contrivance, or eager in purſuit; amuſed- 
by hope, or elated by enjoyment ; they art ſheltered 
dy that croud of trifles which ſurreunds them, from 
ſerious thought. But conſcience is too great a power 
to remain always ſuppreſſed. There is in every 
man's life, a period when he ſhall be made to ſtand 
forth as a real object to his own view: And when 
that period comes, Wo to him who is galled by the 
ſight! In the dark and ſolitary hour of diftreſs, with 
2 mind hurt and fore from ſome recent wound of for- 


| tune, how ſhall he bear to have his character for the 


firſt time diſcloſed to him, in that humiliating light 
under which guiit will neceſſarily preſent it? Then 
the recollection of the paſi becomes dreadful. It ex- 
| hibits to him a life thrown away on vanities and fol- 
lies, or confumed in flagitiouſneſs and ſin; no ſtation 
properly ſupported; - no material duties fulfilled. 
Crimes which once had been eaſily pallitated, riſe 
| before him in their native deformity. - The fenſe of 
= mixes iiſelf with all that has befallen bim. He 
holds, or thinks that he beholds, the hand of the 
God whom he hath offended, openly ſtretched 6ut 
againſt him.—At a ſeaſon when a may ſtands moſt in 
need of ſupport, how intolerable is the weight of this 
additional load aggravating the depreſſion of diſeaſe, 
diſappointment, or old age] How miſerable his ſtate, + 
who is condemned to endure at once the pangs of 
guilt, ard the vexations of calamity ! The ſpirit of @ 
man may ſuſtain bis infirmities ; but a wounded ſpirit, 
"Mae? ooo oohoand top. AS, 
__ = Whereas, he who is hleſſed with a clear conſcience, 
enjoys, inthe worſt conjunctures of human life, a 
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3 peace, A dignity, an elevation of mind, peculiar to * 
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virtue. The teſtimony of a good conſcience is indeed 
to be always diſtingurſhed from that preſumptuous 
boaſt of innocence, which every good Chriſtian to- 
- tally diſciaims. The better he is, he will be the . 
more humble, and ſenſible of his failings. But though _ 1 
he acknowledge that he can claim nothing tom God 
upon the footing of deſert, yet he can truſt in his 
merciful acceptance through jeſus Chriſt, acc rdiug 
to the terms ot the goſpel. He can hope, that his 
prayers and his alms Ine come 1 in memorial before _ 
Gad. The picty and virtue of his former life were as 
| ſeeds ſown in his proſperous ſiate, of which he reass 
; the fruit in the ſea on of adverſity. The riches, the 
pleaſures, and the friends of the world, may have 
made wings t9 themſelves, and flawn away. But he 
_ Improvement which he made of tl.oſe advantages 
while they laſted, the temperate ſp rit wih whi.h -. 
he enjoyed th:my the benefici n actions which he 
performed, and the good example which he ſet to ⁵ 
others, remain behind. By the memory of theſe, 
he enjoys his proſperity a ſecond time in reflection; 
and perhaps this ſecond and reflected <njoyment is 
not inferiour to the firſt, It arrives at a more critical © 
and necdful time. It affords him the bigh fatisfaftion » 3 
ol havirg extracted laſti:g pleaſure from that wh h/ 
is ſhart; and of ha vir g 6xed that i ich by its nature 
- was changing.“ If my race be now about to end, 
& I have this comfort that it has not been run in vain, 
6. 7 have fought the good fight; I have. kept. the faith. 
& My mind has no load. Futurity. has no terrours. 
«© I have endeavoured to do my duty, and to wake v 
* my peace with God. I leave the teſt to Heaven,” 
Theſe are the refeRions which to the upright make _ 
light ariſe ind das kneſs; refle ions which chear the 
lonely hovſe of virtuous poverty, and attend the con- 
ſcientious ſufferer into priſon or exe; which ſooth -*? 
the complaints of grief, lighten the preſſure of old. 
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1 On the Influence 7 © 
age, and furniſh to the bed of ſickneſs, 4 cordial of 
more grateful reliſh, and more fovereign virtue, than 
any Which the world can afford. „ 
Lock abroad inte life, and you will find the general 
ſenſe of mankind bearing witneſs. to this important 
truth, that mind is ſuperiour to fortune; that what 
one feels within, is of much greater importance than 
all that befalls him withcut, Let a man be brought 
into ſome ſuch ſevere and trying ſituatic n, as fixes 
the attention of the publick on his behaviour. Tte 
- firſt queſtion which we put concerriing him, is not, 
What does he ſuffer? but, How oocs he bear it? 
Has he a quiet mind? or, Does he appear to be un- 014 
happy within ? If w: judge him to be compoſed and = ; 
firm, reſigned to Providence, and ſupported by con- 
ſcious integrity, his charaQer riſes, and his miſery. 
leſſens in our view. We eſteem and-admire, rather | 
than pity him. Recolle& what only man have en- 
dured for the ſake of confcience, and with what 
checrfulneſs they have ſuffered. On the oihef band, 
|, when conſcience has concurred with out ward misfor- | 
tunes in diſtreſſing the guilty, think of the dreadful - 
& _ conſequences which have enſued. How often upon 
"  @ reverſe of fortune, after abuſed proſperity, have 
they madly hurried themſelves over that precipiece 
from which there is no return; and, in what nature 
moſt abhors the voluntary ext.nQion of life, have 
_ fongtt relief from that torment of reflection, which 
was become tco great for them to bert | 
Never then allow yourſelves to imagine, that mi- 
fortunes alone form the chief miſery of man. None | | 
but the guilty are completely miſerable. The mif- * = 
giving and diſtroſt, the accuſations and reproaches of * 
their minds, the ſenſe of having drawn down upon | | 
their heads the evils which they ſuffer, and the ter- = 
k rifying expeQation of more and worſe e vils to come „ 
{ theſe are the eſſential ingredients of human miſer x. 
I bey rot only whet the edge, but they envenom the 
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Aus of MiQion, and add poiſon . to the wound. 
Whereas, when misfortunes aſſail a good man, the˖⁵⁶ 
_ "carry on ſuch fatal auxiliaries in their train. They i 
may ruffle the ſurface of his ſouf; but there is a 
- out within, which reſiſts their farther 28 
ſion. The conſtitution of his mind is ſound.” 
world can inflict ** it no wounds, but what * 
of cure. <Y 
II. III men in the time of trouble, can look up 
to no protector; ; While good men commit them- 
ſelves, with truſt and hope, to the cate of Heaven. 
The human mind, naturally feeble, is made to feel 
all its weakneſs by the preſſure of adverſity. De- 
* with evils which overpower its ſtrength, it re- 

no longer on itſelf. It caſts every where around, 
a wiſhing, exploring eye, for ſome ſhelter to ſcreen, | 
. ſome power to uphold it; and if, when abandoned 
"by the world, it can find — to which it may fly 
in the room of the world, its ſtate is truly forlorn. 
Now, whither ſhould the ungodly, in this tuation, 
turn for aid ? After having contended with the ſtorms 
of adverſe fortune till their ſpirits are exhauſted, glad- 
ly would they, retreat at laſt to the ſanctuary of re- 
gion. But that ſanctuary is ſhut agaioſt them; nay, 
it is environed with terfours. They behold there, 
not a Protector to whom they can fly but a Judge 
whom they dread; and in thoſe moments when they + | 
need his friendſhip the moſt, they are reduced to de- 
precate his Wrath. If he once called e refuſ- 
ed, and fliretched out his hands when they would not 
regard, who much reaſon haye they to fear that he * 
will leave them now 0 ear the fruit of their om . 


5 ways, and to be filled with ther own devices ;- that he 


ui laugh at their , and mock <when their Jer | 
i. ts 


But of all the thoughts which can enter into the | 
. mind, in the ſeaſon of diſtreſs, the belief of an inte- 


ef jo ks favour virus the world is the- malls * 


: 


55 to its higheſt point. 


24 | 25 
ſoothing. Every form of religion has afforded tovie= - 
tuous men ſome degree of this conſolation. But t 
was reſerved for the Chriſtian revelation, to carry it 
Far it is the direct ſcope of that | 
Tevelation, to accommodate itſelf to the circumfſtan- 
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On the nn 


— 


ces of man, under two main views; as guilty in the 


ſight of God, and as ſtruggling with the evils of the 


world. Under the former, it diſdovers to him a Me- 


q 


a * 


* 


and regarding the prayer of the deſtitute. 


ro 


.diator and an atonement z under” the latter, it pro- 


miſes him the Spirit cf grace and conſolation. It isa 


ſyſtem of complete relief, extending from our ſpiri- - 
| The {ame handwhich 
holds out forgiveneſs to the penitent, and aſſiſtance to 
thefrail, diſpenſes comfort and hope to the afflited. 
It deſerves your particular notice, in bis view, 


tual toour temporal diſtreſſes. 


that there is no character which God more frequent- 


1y aſſumes to himſelf in the ſacred writings, than 
* of the Patron of the diſtreſſed. Compaſſion is 
the attribute of bis nature which he bas choſen to 
w in the greateſt variety of lights, on purpoſe that 


he might accommodate his majeſty to our weakneſs, 


and provide a ccrdial for human griefs. He is the 
—hearer' of all prayers ; but with particular attention 


he is repreſented as liſtening to the cry of the Poor, 
creatures he governs with juſtice and wiſdom; by 
he takes to gown ey a ſpecial manner, the charge 
of executing j udgent for the oppreſſed, of protecting 


the ſtranger; of delivering him who bath no helper from 
of the poor, - 


the hand of the ſpoiler. For the oppreſſion 
and for the fighting of the needy, will I ariſe, ſaith the 


Lord, to ſet him in ſafety 


them that are bowed down. He dwelleth with the con- 
trite. He healeth the broken in heart. For he know- 
et our frame; be remembereth that, we are duſt. 


- 


oF 


frem him that piffeth at 
Aim. He is the Father of the fatherleſs, and the Fudge 
| of the widow, in his holy habitation.' He raiſed up 


If the wiſdom of tis providence ſaw it neceſſary to ||| 8 
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that ſlate, however, he commiſerates- He diſdains 

not to point out himſelf as the refuge of the virtuous 

and pious ; and to invite them, amidſt all their trou- 
bles, to pour out their hearts before him. Thoſe-, 
circumſtances which eſtrange others from them, in- 
tereſt him. the more in theit ſituation. The neglect 
or ſcorn of the world expoſes them not to any con- 
tempt in his fight. No obſcurity conceals, them from 
mus notice; and though they ſhould be forgotten by & 

every friend on earth, tes a IT bor the . 

_ . God; of heaven, That ſigh, heaved from the af 
filed boſom, wich is heard by no human ear 

liſtened to by him; n 

flulls unnoticed or deſpiſed by the world. 

1 . Such views of the Supreme Being, impart the 

moſt ſenſible conſolation to every pious heart. They - 

| preſent his adminiſtration under an aſpect ſo mild and 

- henign, as in a great meaſure to diſperſe the gloom 

which hangs over human life. A good man aQs 

ie rig, and ſuſers with a more than 
buman, when he believes himſelf cquntenanced by 

. Almighty. lajured i” by the. world, 

- = he looks upto a — . | vindicate his cauſe; 
de appeals to « witveſs who knows his integgity; he 

_ commits himſelf to a Friend who will never forſake 

him. When tired with the vexations of life, devo- 

1 ö _ 

of the world ae huſhed, and its cares. arelot 
iz bappy oblivion; where be A anne a 

 traubling, and the weary. are at reſt. Thyre bis mm... 

regains its _— the agitation of — —— 

end and a foft balm is infuſed into the ner | 

LE: = e an ire Fi Friend thoſe . 
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© {wer thee. Fear not; for I am with thee. Be 
heart, ſo he beholds a hand which finners cannot ſee. 


with a ſecret, but unerring operation, directing every 
afflictions which appear to others the meſſengers of | 


ſanctification and wiſdom. Where they diſcern no- 
thing but the horrours of the tempeſt which ſur- - 


' ſtorm. Hence a peace keeping the mind and hearts 


only deprived of this hope, but d.ireſſed with fears | 


© hereaſter, Fhere are hours when even to the pro- c 
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be the inſpirer of his conſolations. From that ſecret. | 
place of the divine tabernacle, into which the Text te- 1 I 
preſents him as admitted, he hears this voice iſſue; © l 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will an- 1 


© not diſmayed; for I am thy God.“ And as he 
hears a voice which ſpeaks to none but the pure in 


He beholds the hand of hag conducting all the 
hidden ſprings and movements of the univerſe; and 


event towards the happineſs of the righteous. Thoſe "74 1 
the wrath of Heaven, appear to him the miniſters . þ 
rounds them, his mcre enlightened eye beholds the: 
Angel who rides in the whirlwind,” and direQs the 
which is no where to de found but under the hi. 


IV. Goop men are comfort W as. 8 
bles by the hope of Heaven; while bad men are not 


P CA 


ariſing from a future ſtate. The ſoul of man can * y i 
never diveſt itſelf whelly of anxiety about its fate WF <; 


„ in the mid{t of their pleaſures, eternity id an 
awful thought. But much more when thoſe pleaſures, 


one after another, begin to withdraw; when life al. 5 
ters its form, and becomes dark and cheerleſs; when fit 
its changes warm the moſt ĩnconſiderate, that what is is 
ſo mutable will ſoon paſs entirely away z, then witngngn es 
pungent earneſtneſs comes home that queſtion to'the -. rei 
heart.” Into what world are we next Hoe Ye 
miſerable the man, who, under we diflraBtiors of » . 8 
"calamity, hangs doubtful about an event whigh-ſo not 
er ie He's en * * a 
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N and anxieties, approaching to. that awful b 
VP wich ſeperates this world from the next, ſhudders at 
+ '_ the dark Koper before him; wiſhing to exiſt after 
death, and yet afraid of that "exiſtance; catching at 
every feeble hope which ſuperſtition can afford him, 
and trembling” in the- fame moment, from relleRtion, 
* his crimes! } 
But bleſſed be God who hath ll i iſe and ie 
* mortality to light; who hath not only brought them. 
do light, but ſecured them to good men; and by the. 
death and refurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt, þath begotten 
en unte the lively hope of an inheritance 1ncorruptible, 
4:8 undefiled, and that fadeth wi away. Juſtly is this bobs, 
4 fiyled in ſcripture, the ancbor of Mie ſoul, both ure u 
MES \ ftedfaft. For what an anchor i is to a ſhip in a dark 
night, on an unknown coaſt, and admidſt a boiſterous | 
t ocean, that is this hope to the ſoul when diſtraQed, 
by the confuſions of the world. In danger, it gives; 
ſecurity; admidſt general fluctuation, it affords one 
| fixed point of reſt, It is indeed the moſt eminent of. 
all the advantages which religion now confers. For, 
conſider the mighty power of hope över the human 
mind. It is the univerſal comforter, - It is the ſpring, 
of all human aQivity, Upon futurity, men are con- 
fantly ſuſpended. Animated by the proſpe& of ſome . 
diftant Cod, th the toil and ſuffer through the whole © 
courſe of life; and it is not ſo much what they are at 
preſent, as what they hope to be in ſome. after tin 
that enlivens their motions; fixes attention, and . 
mulates induſtry. Now, if in N affairs 0 
life ſuch is the energ gy, of hope, 7 he its obje & 
neither very confi erable, nor ver certain; what... 
effect may it not be expected to roduce,, when 1 
4 reſts upon an object ſo ſplendid as a life * immo. ay 
felicity? were this 12 entertained with tha 
ſion which Chriſtian faith demands, i it wo 
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way woch the heart when 1 


atten 1 Weh banith aides extinguiſh. * 
rief, and ſuſpend the very feeling of pan. 
| But allowing for the mixture of human frailty ; 
thoſe ahatements which our impetſection 
| the effect of exry religious pr 15 
Kill, you Fil find, that „ der 1 
Mm winch the hope of heaven ma 5 
they will be © rang under N . - II — 
de h to emoy no ſuch © 


riſon of- thoſe w . 
relief. % bart e in the eee 85 


36 Hinclebt to dire, far lefs to overwhelm, the -- 


mind of that man who can look down on all human Ne 
- things from an elevation ſo much above them? He. is, x 
. only A through this world. He is travelling. 


10 a happier country, How dilagreeable ſoever the | 


occurrences of his journey may be, yet, at cv 4 
ſtage of that journey, he x hrs 4 the aſſurance 7 4 
| bf Sduwing nearer and nearey to the faked of mf. - 
aud felicity—Endure and thou ſhalt overcome. Per- 
ſevete, and thou ſhalt be ſucceſsful, The time of _ 
trial haſtens to a cloſe. Thy cis is prepared 
above; thy reſt remaineth amo of God.. 
be diſorders which vice has 128 51 
works of God, are about to terminate, and all tears, % 3 


| —The firtn aſſurance of this happy concluſiog:to the 


ced into the 1 
are ſoon to be wiped away from the eyes of the juſt. 


| verations and the vanities of life, works a greater ef- 4 | 


fe& on the fincere illiterate Chriſtian, than all the re- 
fine ments of philoſophy can work on the moſt learned. 
3 Thi may gratify the mind that is nt eaſe; 's 1 
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_ of another world; * t n 
[arty reſtored ; and all the virtuous Galle e 


To 
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only — — hen ben 5 
and often renders n en r bo 
Aw ak as hich religion 2 
nature are 0 oo ©: 20 
vides: for | men. By its previous diſeiphne, it 
trains them to fortitude; by the refleQions of a go 
conſcience it ſootha, hy the | ſenſe of Divine favour it 7} 
ſupports them; and when every comfort fails them 
on earth, it cheers them with the hope” of Heaven... | #1 
. Diſtinguiſhing his ſervants with fuck sdvantages; God. 
is juſtly ſaid to ere& ir pavikion over them ut the 
evil time. He not only ſpreads a tint fer them in the | 
_ wilderneſs, but he transforms-in ſome meaſure -— 
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Toecourſe to it as the refiige of ſorrow. You muſt 
Aubmit in its: legiſlative authority, and experience its 
rer.ewing influence, before you can Icok for its con- 
ſolatory eſſect. You muſt ſecure the teſtimoney of 
a good conſcience, and peace with God through 
Jeſus - Chriſt ? otherwiſe wen the floods ſhall come, 
ani the rains deſcend, and the winds blow, the houſe 
which you had propcſed for your retreat, ſhall prove 
the houſe founded on tie ſand, not on'the rect. 
Tete are two plans, and there are but two, on 
which any man can pr to conduCthimſelf through 
the Cangers and diſtreſſes of human life. The one is 
ide plan of worldly wiſdom; the other, that of de- 
' termined adherence to conſcience. He who acts upon 
the former, lays principle aſide, and thruſts his defence |} 
to his art and ability. He. avails himſelf of every 
advantage which his knowledge of the world ſuggeſts. 
He attends to nothing but what he confiders as his 
| Intereſt; and unconſined by conſeience, purſues it by 
"0 courſe which promiſes him facceſs. This 
plan, though too often adopted, will be found om trial, 
 ineffeQuual and deceitful, for human ability is an un- 
| match for the violent and unforeſeen vicifſitudes + 
the world. When cheſe torrents. riſe in their 
mighi, they ſweepaway in a moment the banks which | 
worldly wiſdom had reared for defence, and over= #3 
- 2 8 helm alike the crafty and the artleſs. In the mean 4 
FE! . . time, perſons of this character condemn themſelves  * 
3 BY to live a moſt unquiet life. They paſs their days in | 
7 VI | perpetual anxiety, liſtening to every motion; ftart- 
lle by every alarm; changing their meaſures on - 
| | - _wery- new occurencez and when diſtreſs breakes in 
* _ ___over all their defences, they are left under it, hope- 
The plan which, in oppoſition to this, religion re- 
80 = as both more honourable in itſelf, and 
more effe tual for ſecurity, is, at all hazards,” to do 
Four duty; and to leave the conſequences to op SA 
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nuſt : Let him who would a8 upon this plan, adopt for = 
eus for the rule of his conduct that maxim ofthe Pſalmiſt s. 

:0n- 5 Truſt in the Lord, and de good. To firm integrity, 

y of .- 5 let him join an humble reliance on God. Let his 
ugh © _ adherence to dut 2 encourage his religious traſt. Let 
ome, f bis religious truft, inſpire him with fortitude in the 
als | - performance. of his duty, Let him know no path 
rove dut the ſtraight and direct one. In the moſt critical 


moments of action, let him aſk no further queſtions, 
than, What is the right, the fit, the worthy part? 
How as a man, and as a chriſtian, it becomes hirn 
| to act? Having received the diſcifion of conſcience, 
let him commit his way to the Lord. ; ne 8 
| - opt trepidation or wavering, proceed in diſc 4 
l reſolved, that though the world ma — 4 5 
| _him- unfortunate, it ſhall never make him baſe; and 
| Conſidering, that in what God and his conſcience re- 
quire him to act ot ſuffer, God and a. good conſci- 
ence will ſupport him — Such principals as theſe, are 
the beſt preparation for the viciſſitudes of the human 
lot, They are the ſhield of inward peace. He who © 
thinks and acts thus, ſhall be expoſed to no wounds 
but what religion can cure. He may feel the blo 
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than to the comfort of adv 


Adee in the preceeding diſcourſe. Conctriing this | 


. the ſentiments of men are more generally agreed, 
2 with 3 to ſome other 5 

| to it the 
as their ſtate is 


| proſperous, hwy are apt to account it an unneceſ; 
E perhaps an epi intruder. Let us — | 
to one 


thus unjuſt to religion, nor confine its importance 
only in the life of man. It was never 

intended to be oy the nurſe of fickneſs, and the 
n purpoſe now to-ſhow you, That 
i is no leſs ial to the enjoyment of proſperity, 
2 ity | is 


be allowed — exprei 


Neun. | 
before = ſome bo take cir- 
proſperity of the good 


man ond dere eee and ſhall — | 84 


"with g out the dan 
Which the 2 —— to be 
Able 1 


LT W A 


5 


the kindne f; of eee wean | 
it with reciprocal «ffeQtion, and gives to any poſleſ- 
ſion which is agreeable in itſelf, a 2 rehſb, from | 
its the gift of a friend. Favours confermgd 
by men, I acknowledge may prove” bürthenſome. 
For human virtue is never periect ; and ſometimes 
unteaſonable expectations on—the one ſide, lome- 
nwes a montifying ſenſe of dependence on the other, 
corrode in ſecret the pleaſures Ys and con- 
vert the obligations: of friendfhi ounds. of _ 
jealouſy. But-notbing: of this the i- 
rercourſe of gratitude with Heaven. oy favours. are 
wholly diſintereſted ; and with a gratitude the moſt 
- cordial and unluſpicious, a goon man looks up (-o 
mat Almighty Bene fa dar, who aims at no end but 
8 e whord ke bleficw. antwit.e- 
fires no return from them bu a devout and thankl- 
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nt 


mr 


ful heum. While others can trace thieir ity (o 
no higher ſource than a concurrence of worldly cauſes 
5 and, often, of mean or rrifling i ts, which - 


_ eaſionatly tavoured their defigns; with what ſuperi- 
dur ſatisfa ion does the fervant of God remark tbe 
| arid of that gracious Power, which ha: h raiſed him SY 
up; which, hath happily conducted him 1 
various ſteps of life; and.crowned him with. the mol} 
. Bon dh 
Let us farther conſider, that not only gratitude for 
the paſt, — God's favour at the 
- preſent, enters into the pioys/ emotion: They are 
only the-virtawns,. who in their proſpetous days hear 
this voice addrefſed to them: Ge i way, ent M.. 
bread with yay, and drink ti wine ie & merry heart; - * 
far Gad no accepieth thy wart. He. who is the 
; Author of their, proſperity (gives them a tilepto, er job, 4 
unh complacency; Ris own” gift. While bad men 
match the plenfur zs af the worid as by ſtealth, with- 
__ eut countenznhce: hom Gcd the proprietor -6f the 
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upon all that they poſſeſs; His 
them; and hence, in the habitations of - the righteoug, 

- is found the voice of rejeicing 
_ « unknown to others, inveſts in their fight, the whole 


" Hes he look forward'to the time of his paſſi — — | 
| ROTOR * * * — that 


_— G FL LSE 
Hſe; under the ſmile of approving heaven. No 
fears damp their joys. The. bleſſi — 


ion ſurrounds 


and ſalvat ian. A luſtre 


face of nature. Their piety reflects a ſunſhine from 
Heaven upon the proſperity of the world; unites in 
one point of view, the — aſpeQ, beth of the 
powers above, and the objects below. Not only 
have they as full a reliſh as. others, of the inno- 
cent pleaſures of life, but, moreover, in theſe they 
hold communion with God. In all that is good or 


Hair, they tracę his hand. From the beauties of nature 


from the improvements of art, from the enjoyments, 

of ſocial life,. they riſe their aſſection to the ſource of 

all happineſs which ſurrounds them ; and thus widen 

. the ſphere-of their 3 by adding — 
and ſpiritual, 10 earthly j BE. 


For illuſtration of what 1 — faid o on this head, 
 -Femark, that (cheerful enjoymert of a proſperous 
_ __»flate which King Darid had, when he wrote the 


ewenty=third Pſalm ; and compare the higheſt plea- 


.:fures.of the riotous ſinner, with the happy ard ſatis- 


ned ſpirit which: breaths throughout that Pfalm.—In 
the midſt of the ſ . royalty, with what ami- 
able. funplicity of gratitude does he look up to the 


Lord as his Shepherd; happier in aſeribing all tus ; 


-fucceſs.to-divine favour, than to the policy of his 
counſels, or to the force of his arms! = many 


| inſtances of divine goodneſs aroſe before. him in — 


ing remembæruce, When with ſuch te ĩiſſ he f. 

of the green paſtures and Hill waters beſide: hie G 
had laid bim; of kts \cup-which be hath made ta over 225 
of the table which lie hal prepured — — 4 
ſence of | iis enemies}. With what 


ve 4. 
8 F 1 
. . 


of God refts 


4 * HWY * , 


Nein upon Proſperity. 35 2} 
_ -SpeAfe, Whoſe moſt diſtant appearance blaſts the * 
"proſperity of ſinners ! He fears no evil, as long as tHe 
red and the fle of his Divine Shepherd are with him; - 
and, through all the unknown periods of this aud a 
of future exiftarce, commits himſelf to his guidance 

with ſechre and thriumphant hope. Surely goodneſs 

and mercy ball folloto me all the days of my "life ; and I 

: will dwell in the houſe of the Lord fis ever.—Whatt a 
- purified, ſentimental enjoyment of proſperity, is here 
' exhibited! How different from that groſs reliſh of 


of 


© worldly pleafures, vl ich belongs to thoſe who behold _ 


k Sn. Bb. 2 Fo. IA Eo. ad ts. 


F only the terreſtrial fide of things; who raiſe heir 
d views to no higher objects than the ſucceſſion of - 
S human contingencies, and the weak efforts of human 
„ - ability; ' who have no protector or patron in the 

f * hravens, to enſiven their proſperity, or to warm 

* their hearts with gratitude ard truſt! — 
s II. RerriG19N affords to good men peculiar ſecu- 

E my in the enjoyment of their proſperity, One of the 
l. rt reflections which muſt ſtrike every thinking man, 

a after his ſituation in the world has become agreeable, 
4 is, That the continuance of ſuch a ſituation is oſt 


_urcertain. . From a variety of cauſes, he lies open to 
„ change. On many ſides he ſees that he may be pier - 
n A ced; and the wider his comforts extend, the broader 


C is the mark which he ſpreads to the arrows of mis- 
- fortune. Hence many a ſecret alarm to the refleQ- 
- ing mind; and to thoſe who feje& all ſuch arms,. 
pn the real danger increaſes, in proportion to their in- 


 . | provident ſecurity. 1 . 

— | By worldly affiltance it is vain to think of provid- 
ks 1 ing any effeQtual defence, ſeeing the world's muta- 
4 1 bility is the very. cauſe of our terrour. It is from a 


5 | higher priiciple from a power ſuperiour to the world, | 

— FF thatrdiet muſt de ought, amid euch difquierates 2 

1 of the heart. He who in his proſperity cag ook up 

W _ to One who is witre:s to his moderation, humarity, ,--" 

at. dad charity; be who can appeal to Heaven, that ge 
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 couragement ty, — an imereſt in the 


| E n N ee 
| ts ot „ a life © perit 
- and alteration form the very OR EP of the = 
But let the world change around him at pleaſure, 
bas ground to hope that it ſhall not be — 114 
bim unbappy. Whatever may vary God's provi- 
gence is ſtill the ſame; and his love to the righteous | 
WT remains unakered. Tf it hall de the Divire will to 
remove one comfort, he truſis that ſome other ſhall 
Ss be . Whatever is given, whatever is taken a- 
1 — „ that in the laſt 3 
Hence, he is not diſturbed, like bad men, dy de 
* the world. 
ers, which overcome others, ſhake not his 
2 mind. He enjoys the pleaſures of life 
| Huang urallayed, becauſe he enjoys them, as long 


ey Jaft, without anxious terrourse--: They are not 
his ali, bis only good. He welcomes them when 
Wo arrive ; and when they paſs away, he can eye 
them, a5 they depart, without agony or deſpair. 
proſpetuy firikes a deeper and firmer root than that «= 
the ungodly. And for this reaſon be is compared in 
_ the Text, 40 2 free planted by the rivers of water; a 
nee, whoſe branches the tempeſſ may indeed bend, bur 
ll _. whoſe root it cannot touch 5 a bree: which may occa- 
' = Lahe ſiripped of its leaves andbloſſoms, but which: 
= ll maintains its place, ang in due ſeaſod flouriſhes a- 
new. Whereas the finger in 1 accord. - 
ing to the alluſion in the book c „ 16ſembles no 
- 1 in the mire; a ſſender reed, that 
ea flouriſh green ſora whileby the ſide of the brooks. 
_— ee the . n — 
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Y | feeble ; 
* de duſt. 
5 

R 

x 

, 

| 

J : E ; ſurround him with riches; crown _ 
= kim — inveſt. him, if you will, with ab- 

- 1 ſoluie dominion ; but leave him ar che ſame time ug- A 
1 der ſome ſecret or heavineſs of heart; 1 
+ | beſtow indeed the materials of enjo 9 but 2 4 
1 deprive him of ability to extratXit, 7 

„ before him, but he wants the „„ | 
; | — * is Ce often an . word, denot- 

4 E. to the — poſſeſſor. 8 .f 


1 be een the eld which an indiſpoſtion of "4 
1 Fs even produce on exter 

— om Viſit the _—_ and moſt fortunate man 
on earth, only with flecpleſs nights 3 diſorder any fin- 

1 gte orgariof his ſenſes; corrode but one of his-ſnaglleſf 

; | Herves; and you ſhall preſently ſee all his gaiety © 

EZ vaniſh ? eu ſhall hear bim complain that be 1s © 
; 6. creatures and expreſs his envy of the 
Peaſant and the cottager.— And can you. believe, 

that a diſeaſe in the ſoul is leſs fatal to enjoyment,” 


. han a diſeaſe in the animal frame ; or that 4 ſound' 3 
3 mind is not as eſſential, as a ſound body, 0 
me proſperity. cf man — Let us rate ſenſual gra- 
Io | ©, FHifications as high as we. pleaſe, we ſhall be made 
8 to ſeeh that the ſeat of enjoyment is in the ſoul 'Fh& 
INE" | 8 and the guilty paſſions, of the bad -. 
ry 7 fiese the of every advantage waihibe wal 3 
*  _ confers on them. "Them worid may call them men f 
83 . Phalurez but of all men they ate the greateſt foes to- 
ue N OT IOC ITO 2 mo by 

y | 
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 On'the ame, | 

gle and deſtroy it. None but the temperate, the re- 
gular, and the virtuous; know how to enjoy proſpe- 

rity. + They bring to its comforts the manly teliſn of 

a ſound uncorrupred mind. They ſtop at the proper 

point, before enjoyment 3 into diſguſt, and 

pleaſure is converted into pain. They are ſtrangers 

to thoſe complaints which flow from ſpteen, caprice, 

and all the fantaſtical diſtreſſes bf a vitiated mind. 
While riotous indulgence enervates both the body 

and the mind, purity and virtue . highten all the 

powers of homan fruition. Moderate and ſimple 

pleaſures reliſh high with the temperate; in the midt 


ol bis ſtudied refinements, the voluptuary languithes. 


Wherever guilt mingles with proſperity, a certain 
gloom and heavineſs 4 along . „ itious in- 
trigues never fail to entangle and embarraſs thoſe 
Who engage in them. But innocence confers eaſe 
and freedom on the mind; leaves it open to every 
pleaſing ſenſation; gives a lightneſs: to the © ſpirits, 
ſimilar to the native gaiety of youh and health; il; 
imitated and ill ſupplied, by t chat forced levity of 
the vitious, which ariſes not from the health, bai 
N the drunk beſs of the mind. 

Fieeble are all pleaſures in which the "" has nM 
uns The ſelfiſh gratifications of the bad, are bot": 
narrow in their circle, and ſhort in their duration. 
But proſperity is redoubled to 'a good man, by his 
generous uſe of it. It is reflected back upon hin 
ſrom every one whom he makes happy. In the in- 
tercourſe of domeſtick aFeQion; in the attachment o 
friends, the gratitude of dependants, the eſteem an, 
good will of all who know him, he ſees bie ſſings 
multiplied around him on every fide,” When the ecr 
heard me, thin it bleſſed me, and when the er faw 


ne, it gave witneſs is me; Recquſe I deliver 'the 5 


poor Mt cried, the fatherlefr, and Aim that had none 


* help him, "The bleſſing” of him that | was reody'to « | 


N 1 * and” 7 cauſed oof Widew's bears N 
n | 10 4 
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Religion! Prſppity N 
to ſing with joy. I was eyer to the blind, . 


Kr e 1 


which I knew not, I ſearcbeu 8 gr a 
righteous flouriſheth like a tree 


water he bringeth forth alſo bis me in bis ſe 
; And that fruit, to 


purſue the alluſion of ads 3 
he brings forth not for himſelf alone. He — 
rot like a tree in ſome- ſolitary deſart, which ſcatters 


its bloſſoms to the wind, and communicates neither 
fruit nor ſhade to any living thing: But like a tree 
in the midſt of an inhabited country, which to | 


affords. friendly ſhelter, to others, fruit; which is 


not only admired by all for its beauty, but bleſſed by 


the traveller for the ſhade, and by the hungry for the 
ſubſiſtance it hath given. | 


TV. Rercicion bightens the proſperity of gord 


men, by the proſpect which it affords them- of 


er happineſs to come in another world. I — | 


in the foregoing diſcourſe, the mighty effect of the 
hope of Heaven, in relieving the mind under the 


troubles of life. And ſure, if this hope be able 


to ſupport the falling, it cannot but umprove the 
2 ſtate of man; if it can diſpel the thickeſt 


adverſity, it muſt needs enliven proſperity | 


by. — additional toſtre which it throws upon . 
What is preſent, is never ſufficient to give us fut 


fatisfaQion. - To the preſent we muſt always Join 


| ſome agreeable anticipations of futurity, in order to 
complete our pleaſure. What an acceſſion then muſt 
the 
2 born wich a ſmooth and gentle gale along the current 
of life, and looking round on wn the bleſſings of his 
ſtate, he can conſider theſe as no more than n m- 
tiroduction to; 


of the righteoes man receive, when, 


higher- ſcenes which are hereafter to 
open ʒ he can view his preſent life, as only the porch 


| through which he is to paſs into the palace of bliſs; - 4 
and his preſent joys, as but a ſecble it aan, diſpenſed + 7 
3 in he arrive at chat 
„ ner 7 
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tives ab ker eee Gortsgh hard. ?—Such 1's 
Nr pwify the mind, at the ſame time hat 
A they gladden it. They prevent a good 8 E. : 
_ texting ton high 8 raee gn his. preſent-poll 
and thereby aſſiſt him in maintaining, r 
temptations. of worldly pleaſure, that 1 | 
| - himſelf which is ſo r 
Is Ne proſperity,. ty. 
WP is the fate of ail human pleaſure, by continuance 
do fades of moſt of them to cloy. Hence, in the 
moſt proſperous ſtate, there are fiequent intervals of 
BJ Iangour, and even of dejection- There are —— 
' it the happieſt life, which it is not in the 
| che world to fill up. What relief ſo adapt 
Vacant or defected periods, as the —. 8 — 
Which atiſe — immortany? How barren and im- 
pere that proſperity, whack can have recourſe.to 
nua ſuch ſubſidiary comfort, in order to animate the 
ſttagnation of vulgat life, and io ſugply the inſaſtci- 5 
- we of worldly pleaſures ? 85 
W.orialy prolper ty dechnes with declining life. in 
| youtb-its-reliſh was briſk and poignant. It becomes 
| mot e ſober as life advances; and: flattens as life de— 
— Y 
Kits hopes, begins to with heant- 
neſs on the Cad — years. He thinks-of his 
cl companions,. who are gone, and reviews paſt 
ſcenes, more agreeable than avy which art kel to 
return. The activity of purſuit js-weakned. The 
— ak v of amuſemert-is fled. Fhe | gratifications of 
82 When kis accuſtomed pleaſures, one 
7 — «wo thus ſheal treacherouſiy away, what 


can he, who is an utter ſirangatiao. religion, and 10 
dee bope of heaven,  ſubſtituterip-their place N- Buʒt 
Fu eoging pore eee > 
ot religien ſup good man gill the 
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tat his "aan: But old 
into a quiet retreat, where if 
gentle pleaſures remain to ſoath him. That hope of 


calm mind the part which he has acted, 
_ to the promiſe of God for an appr 


and allow the 1. of life, t 
run clear to the laſt drop. _— 
Tuvos I have ſhown, I hope, with full evidence, | 
what material 
_ ence are in the prof 
them, profpet 


T1ie% I 


a 
2 ups that 471 * give to. him th 5, pod fore 


E. to the proſperous 
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immortality, which formerly i his other en- 


| Joyments, now in a great menſure fapplied their ab- 


ſcence. Its importance riſes, in proportion as its ob- 


ject draws near. 'He is not forſaken by the world, . 3 


but retires from it with indignity ; review m witha 
tra p 4 


Such ſentiments and 


expectations ſhed a 


make the evenin — — o down 22 


faſlen low, to 


ingredients religion and a conſci- 

perity of life. Seperated Rom 

y, "how fa overt may ſem to the 4 

world, is pie. nay frequently noxious to the + 

ſeſſor: re it riſes into a real blen 
5 God upon Gad gi 2 that 


2 eee dae et 2." hh f 


- ALLow me now. to'coticlude the fubjeR, with e.. 

men of the world, thoſe © _ 
crimes and miſeries into which the abufe of their con- 
323 to betray them, and upon them 


nn 5 4 


— is NOIR for ade that thoſe Gone | 2 
which favour pleaſure, are too generally adverſe to 
_ virine, Virtue requires internal government and di-. 


| the paſſions. Virtue i is fupported by 5 regard to what 25 ' 


ing reward 4 

Han- 

iy over ite log f the righteous man. They 
his 


464) aA ne n SE you | 
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„„ {er MAG... .: 
_ preſent. The charaQerifticks of virtue, are 'modeſty - 
and humility ; the moſt common attendants of proſ- 


perity, are pride and preſurnption. One ſhouid 


think, that proſperity would_prove the ſtrongeſt in- 


beſtows it. Yet ſuch is the perverſneſs of human 
nature, that it proves much oftener- the motive to 


is concealed from view by his own gifts. This in- 


Nance of ſucceſs they afcribe to a fortunate concur- 
"rence of worldly cauſes; that acquiſition, to their 


own {kill and induſtry ; unmindful of him, who from 


the beginning arranged that ſeries of cauſes, and who 
placed them in circumſtances where their 2 
could opperate with ſucceſs. From forgetting God, 
they too often proceed to diſpiſe him. All that is 
light or giddy in their minds, is ſet in motion by the 
"Bale of proſperity. Arrogarce and ſelf-ſufficiency 
are lifted up; and their ſtate is conſidered, as ſecured 
by their own ſtrength. Hence that pride of counte- 
"nance, through which the wicked, in their proſperity 
24s David obferves, refuſe to ſeek after God. They 
| are. deſcribed as ee leftily, and ſetting” their 
" mouth againſt the Heavens. | 
" harp, and rejoice at the ſound of the organ; and they 
Jay unto God, Depart from us, for we defire not the 
" knowledge of thy ways. What is the Alwighty, that 
we ſBtld ſerve him? Or "what profit fbould we have 
if wwe pray unto him? _. © EE #6" 
F  ' They ſay unte God: depart from ur. What an im- 
| "pious voice! Could we have believed it poſſible, that 
BE © worldly pleaſures ſhould fo far inroxicate any' human 
= heart? Wretched and infatuated men! Have you 
ever examined on what your confidence res? 


ey take the timbrel and 


impiety. The changes of the world call the attention 
of men to an Inviſible Power. But a train of events 
procceding according to their wiſh, leads them to 
nothing beyond what they fee. The ſupreme Giver 
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_ citement to remember and to honour that God who $ 
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duties, to brave the government of the Almighty ? 
"He hath ſtamped every poſſeſſion of man with this 
\ inſcription, Rejorce with trembling. - Throughout eve- 
| oy age he hath pointed his peculiar diſpleaſure againſt 
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=; ; you fancy yourſelves placed on a mountain which . 


flandeth firang. Awake from thoſe fletterring dreams, 
and behold how every thing totters around you! You 
ſtand on the of a precipice; and the ground is 
ſuidimg away your feet. In your health, life, 
poſſeſſions, connections, pleaſures, principles of de- 
ſtruction work. The mine advances in ſecret, which 


ſaps the foundations, while you revel on the ſurface. 


No mighty effort, no long preparation of events, is 
needed to overtyrnyour proſperity. By flow degrees 
it roſe. * Long time much labour; aud the concur- 
rence of many aſſiſting cauſes, were neceſſary to rear 
it up; but one flight incident can entirely oveithrow 
it. Suſpicions afe infuſed into the patronor theprince 
on whom you depend; and your. diſgrace enſues. 
Exerciſe, or amuſement, kindles à fever in the veins 


of thoſe whom you loved; and you are robbed of 


your comforts and hopes. A few grains of ſand lodge 
themſelves within you; and the reſt of your life is 
diſeaſe and. miſery. Ten thouſand contingences ever 
float on the current of life, the ſmalleſt of which, 
if it meet your frail bark in the paſſing, is ſufficient to - 
daſh it in pieces. —ls this a place, is this a time, to 
well with fancied ſecurity, to riot in unlawful ple - 
Fure, and, by your diſregard of moral and religious 


confidence” of preſumption, and the arrogance of 
- proſperity. He hath pronounced, that whoſoever e- 
alteth himſelf fball be abaſed. And thall neither the 4 
admonitions which you receive from the viſible in- | 
conſtancy of the world, nor the declarations of the 


Divine diſpleaſure, be ſufficient toſcheck your thought 

leſs career ? Know, t Hat by your impiety, you mul- 
ttiply the dangers which already threaten you on eve- 2} 

ir fide; vod accelerate the ſpeed with which the 
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I cha of the ward adore to your n i 
| FTE zouches with his rod 5 rod that edifice * 7 
duſt, on which you ſtand, and boaſt of * ſtrength; 
aud, at that inſtant, it crumbles to 5 
'As men, then, bethink. yourſelves of uman "ig a 
ſtability. As Chyiſtiar s, w— the awful govern- 
ment of God, Inſure your proſperity, by conſecrat- 
ing it to religion and virtue · Be humble in your ele- 
vation ; be moderate in your views ; be ſubmiſſive 
to him who bath raifed and diſtinguiſhed you. For- 
get not, that on his providence you are as 
I, ard te the obedience of his laws as much bound, 25 | 
de meaneſt of your fellow-creatures..... not 
pour ſtation, by that groſſneſs of ſenſuality, that levity 
- of diffipation,or that infolence of rank, w. ich. 
: 4 way mt Let * E your * 
. o ou remember the na —— men. 
114 pony bear be in pleaſ 
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e reap the pleaſures, and at the ſame time 
1 Pome z proſperous ſtate. ings 
its proteQtion,, we Rand the ſhock of adverſity wit 

| moſt intrepidity, and ſuffer leaſt from r Fav : 
the 1 N 2 af uy e, and 222 . 
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I our knowledge with relation to . 104 4 
eternal mn 12 2 $ two, metap to re- 9 
preſent more ſtrongi ae, under Which 
we lie: One, that weſen thoſe ce through a glaſs, 
. that is, through the intervention of a medium which 
i N their — the other, that we ſee them ia 
Vo evigma, which our ben have 88. 
© 22 by by ſeei darkly ; that i % the truth! 1 
Pat by ing 6 55 9 oa en 4 placed be- 
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„ o. Inporſel FEY 1 - FO 
Il are at the ſame time commanded to aſpire, We are WM t' 

14 ſtrangers in the univerſe of God, ' Confined to that „ 
If | ſpot on which a S dwell, We are permitred to know _ = © 
| | nothing of what is tranſacting in the regions above us ; n 
'$ and around us. By much labour, we acquire 'a fu- f 


perficial acquaintance' with a few ſenſible objeQs 
which we find in our preſent habitation ;: but we en- 
ter, and we. depart, under a total ignorance of the 
nature and laws of the ſpiritual world. One ſubj jeX 
in particular, when our thoughts proceed it this 2 
muſt often recur, upon the mind with peculiar anxie- 
ty ; that is, the immortality of the ſoul, and the fu 
ture ſtate of man. Expoſed as we are at preſent to 
ſuch variety of affſigtions, and ee to ſo much 
diſappointment in all our purſuits of happineſs. — 
it may be ſaid, has our pretious Ereator denied us 
the conſolation of a full diſcovery of cur future gxiſ- 
tence, if indeed ſuch ah gxiſtence be prepared for us? 
— Reaſon it is true, ſu geſts many arguments in be- 
half of immortality : Revelation gives full aſſurance 
of it. Yet even that Goſpel which is ſaid to have 
Ei brought life and immortality to light, allows us to *— 
WF only through 4 glaſe darkly. It doth not yet appear 
| what we ſball be. Our. — of a future world, 
"= very imperſett; our ideas of it, ale falnt and 
fuſed. It is not diſplayed in ſuch a manner, mY 
make an impreſſion ſuited to the importance © of the 
_ objet. The faith even of the beſt men, is much in- 
7 both in clearneſs and in force, to the evidence : 
of fenſe; and proves, on many occaſions, inſufficient _ 
to countet balance the temptations of the preſent world. 
Happy moments indeed there ſometimes are in tbe 
Ries of pious" men, when ſequeſſred from worldly _ 
4p cales, and born upon the wings of divine cbntennpla- 
dan, they riſe to a neater and tranſporting view of 
immortaſ glory. But ſuch efforts cf the wind are 
* nme, and cannot be long ſupported. When the 
1138 * * TY: ſenſe of pf) 
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. ture late . and though the general belief of i it. 
remain, yet even good men, when they return to the 
ordinary buſineſs and cares of life, ep to rejoin the 
multitude, and to te-aſume the ſame hopes, and 
— and intereſts, which influence the felt of the F 
wo | 
From ſuch refleions, 2 1 diffi Coley 8 
ſpeQing this impoi tant ſubjeQ, whe ariſes, ar ſeems, - 
to ariſe. Was (tich an obſcure and 4 ect diſco- 
very of another life worthy to pi occed TR God? 
Does it not afford ſome ground, either 10 tax his 
goodneſs, or to ſuſpect hs evidence of its coming 
from him ?—This is the, point which we are now to 
conſider ; and let us canſider it with that cloſe atten- 
tion which the ſubje& . merits. Let, us enquire, 
whether we have 8 reaſon, either to complain 75 * 
Providence, or to object to the, evidence of a future 
ſtate, becauſe that evidence is not of a more ſenſible | 
and ſitiking nature. Let us attempt humbly to trace: 
the Ku a why, though permitted to knaw and ts 
ſee ſomewhat of the eternal world, we are neyerthe-, 
leſs See ea to now 3 in part, and to ſee through. | 


« 5 7 . 
2 nl ap ears to "be the plan 11 the Pell, 89 þ 
1 is dif} tic ns, to r mix light ; v ith, dar 9 
Ks [0s ancertainty. Whatever the reaſons of | 
this precedure be, the ſact is undeniable. He is 
deſcribed in. the Old Teſtament, as a God lat % 
himſelf. Clouds and darkneſs are ſaid to ſurround bin 
His way is in the ſea, and his pati in the great waters, _ 
his footfleps. are not known Both the words and the: - +. 
ways of God are Full 0 of miſtery. ,/ lo the ordinary, 26-3, 0 
coutle. of his government, innumerable Events occur. _ 
© which perplex, us. to the utmoſt. There is. Fea, — 
limit to all I enquiries in religion, bezond 1 9 N © 
if we attempt to proceed, we are lot in a 
inextricable difficulties. Even that revelation, 8 
afords fuch e inftry&ion 6 Ep | | 
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? — of a like nature. 
fſaid, Ar e more to be lamented, that not 
dn one fide only we are confined 1 = our 
but on all hands invironed with my 
Let us then, if fo much rotor (pe ye be 6g. | 
give ſcope for once to Fancy, and confider 
plan of Providence might. be refibed to our 


; dition, 
how the 
wih. 
0 fay, what meaſure of ns would afford 
him entire -ſatisfaQion. 


a> - 80 _ Imperfet# Knowledge | 


bi duty and his happineſs leaves many doubts unre-. 
E Why was it not given ſooner; why not to 
in it 


all men; why there ſhould be ſo man) thi 
bard to be under load, are difficulties not inconfiderable 


in the midſt of that inconteſtable evidence by which 
it is ſupported. If, then, the future ſtate of man 
| be rot placed in fo full and clear a light as we deſire 
this is no more than what the analogy of all religion, 


both natural and revealed, ive us reaſon to expe &. 
3 ſuch a ſolutioa of tke | wy will be thought 


ea. It may, 2 ive much ſatis- 
ion, to Sane hk with dif- 


fituation, it will de 


2 


Let us call upon rhe Septick, and deſire him 


This, he will tell us, requires not 
deliberation. 


ſtate. In- 


fion, which mult be ſu reaſoning, 


by m 
and which, after all, be alleges ields very per. 
_ fe@ information, he 3 ibs ewe ing man- 


ſions to be ſo diſplayed, if in truth ſuch manſions 


| there be, as 16 place faith on a level wich the __ | 


dence of ſenſe. What noble and happy efeQs, he 


_ exelaims, would inſtantly follow, if man thus beheld . 
mais preſent ard futme exiſtance at onde before him. 
He would then become worthy of his rank in the 
92 as nom, of de- 
SY e the s childiſh attachments, he * ? 


creation. 


Inſtead of being the ſport, as 
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3 any long nad 
_ _ deep He Uehols only 6 tend ie wieve 
enlarged beyond the limits of his 


ſtead of reſting upon evidence which requires difcuf- 
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of a Future State. 49 
purſuits of virtue would be ſteady ; his life would be 
undiſturbed and happy. Superiour to the attacks of 
_ diftreſs, and the ſolicitations of pleaſure, he would ad- 
vance, by a. regular progreſs, towards thoſe. divine 
rewards and honours which were continually preſent to 
bis view.— Thus Fancy, with as much eaſe and con- 
fider.ce as if it were a perfect judge of creation, 
_ eres anew world. to itſelf, and exults with admira- 
tion of its own wcrk. But let us pauſe, and ſuſpend 
this admiration, till we coolly examine the conſe- 
' quences that would follow from this ſuppoſed refor- 

mation of the univerſe. _ 

ConsSIDER the nature and circumſtances of man. 
Introduced into the world in an in condition, he 
is ſupported at firſt by the care of others; and, as 
4.94 begins to a& for himſelf, finds labour and 

ry to be nec for ſuſtaining his life, and ſup- 
12 5 toy wants. Mutual defence and intereſt give 
to neg and ſociety, when formed, requires 
diſtinctons of property, diverſp rſizy of conditions, ſub- : 
ordination bf ranks, and a multiplicity of occupations, 
in order io advance the general The. ſervices 
of the poor, and the po. EA of the rich, become 


reciptocally neceſſary. The governours, aud the 
| governed, muſt. CO-O 


rious arts muſt be ſtudied ; ſome reſpeRing the culti- 
vation of the mind, others, the care of the body; 
ſome to ward off the èvils, and ſome to provide the 
conveniences of life. In a word, by the deſtination 
of his Creator, and the neceſſities 1 his nature, man 
AD at once, an active, not merely a contem- | 
aſſumes him, as ſuch. It ſup- 


are a. . in 


8 to | 
ET A. yy 


* Je rebukes the flotd- 


perate for general ſafety... Va- 


#4 On our Sie ys 
ful; gireQts the diligent how to labour; and requires | 
every man to do bis own buſineſs, 
| © Suppoſe, now, that veil to be withilrewn which 
| conceals anotber world from our view. Let all ob- 
+ - feurity vaniſh; let us no longer ſee darkly, as through 
2 glas; but let every man enjoy that intuitive per- 
ception of divine and eternal objects, which the Scep- 
tick was ſuppoſed to deſire. The immediate effect 
of ſuch a diſcovery would be, to annihilate in our eye 
all human objects, and to produce to a total ſlagna- 
tion in the affairs of * world. Where the celeſtiai 
glory expoſed to our admiring view; did the * 
lick harmony — in our enraptured. ears; what 
| earthly concerns could have the power of engaging _ 
our attention for a ſingle moment? All the ſtudies Lad : 
Purſuits, the arts and labours, which now employ the 
activity of man, which fupport the order, or promote 
| the happineſs of ſociety,” would lie neglected and 
abandoned. Thoſe deſires and fears, thoſe hopes and 
intereſts by which we are at preſent ſtimulated, would 
ceaſe to operate. Human hfe would preſert no ob- 
jects ſufficient to rouſe the mind ; to kindle the ſpirit 
of enterprize, or to urge the hand of mduſtry. If 
the mere ſenſe of duty ed a good man to take 
ſome part in the buſineſs of t world, the taſk, when 
fubmitted to, would prove diſtaſteful. Even the pre- x 
ſervation of life would be lighted, if he were not 
bound to it by the authority of God. atient of 
his confinement within this tabernacle of duſt, lan- 
gurſhing for the happy day of bis tranlation to thoſe 
Sloriodis regions whe were diſplayed to his fight, he 
Would ſojourn on earth as a melancholy exile. What. 
ever Providence has prepared for the entertainment 
of man, would be viewed with contempt. Whatever 
3s now attractive iu ſociety, would appear infipid. 
Im a word, he would be po longet'# fit inhabitant'of 
this world, not be qualified for thoſe exer tions which _ 


ure allotted to bim in dis preſent ſpbere of being. 
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But, all his faculties being ſublimated aboye the-mea- 
ſure of humanity, he would be in the condition of a 
f wb rigur 11 who, obliged to reſide among 
ny _—_ "regard © "hy — with ſcorn, as 
ns” Friſſes, and. puerile”; Ae of a HY : 
But ko. this Yeploving i it, may perhaps be replied, 
That ſuch conſeq Rte, I have now ſlated, 
ſing them to fol not much wa ere 
what though 't 80 ent dne of human af- 
N. were AE, nged, by a-clearer. view, and 
a IE 3 


r Future ſtate? Would noe 
a e il ie bleſſit ing to man 7 Is 
not his attach 7 oh jects 5 e Wert! ſource 
| both of bis miſer 


is gui mployed in per- 
petual N of ad is ule Pwr hy din . 
paration for the enjoyment of them, would. he.not 
become more yirtuous, and of courſe more 1 | 
= he, nature of 2 82 70 e 
ara aN for a mo- 
be, 5 this * 4 vield- 
W the f 
' wow 


WULonN W ich was made, man 
ture W rare now is, nor hu- 

man life — Wt - we now. behold. How far 

the no ney 94s contribute to his welfare, comes to. 
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72 there he any principle fully aſcertained by re- 
1 5 Tr pi I we iotended. for a ſtate of 
"of traf and D t ta m is e e for 
an a bgtter required * N pur rifcation, carfied - 
- on, by ſteps grogeſive dere. ' The ſitnation, 
he ith herefore, . here i up im, Was ſuch as to anſwer 
a this ; deſign, by rth all his adive powers, by 
— „ing full oo to, 15 moral. poſton and bring= 
ver character. Hence it became | 
pid. q alty; and, temptation ſhould d ariſe 1 3 


nt of the, ;coprſe. of his dsp. , Ample reward were pro- 
Fase ag were. left, as yet, - 


| eve from its S. 1 that he 


the heavenly glory 


— 
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1 : On ai Cl bed 3 
ol ſenſe were ſo rr againſt the diſcoreties * 


eee 


rance, and ſelf. Nor ee a projperiy, pa- 
tience in adverſity, ſpbroiſfion' to the will of God, 
and charitv, and Forgiveneſs to men, imat ine var 
ou competitions of worldly intereſt. 
Suck is the plan of Divine ifdom for man's im- | 
ovement. But put the cafe, that the play deviſed | 
human wiſdom were to take place, and that the 
c rewards of rhe juſt were to be now fully diſplayed to 
the view; the exerciſe of all thoſe graces wh 
© have mentioned, would be entirely 1 


Sgr. 0 


very names would be unknown, e =o 
being withdrawn, a worldl * joe nent 
ſubdued by the overpo coveries of be f 


no trial of re. th Masern charaQers, 
would remain; no opportunity would be afforded for 
. _ 1 whic oh means of puri- 
n perfecting the good. the competition 

1 * time and eternity, depends the chief exerciſe 
of human virtue. The obſcurity which at preſent 
| "hangs over eternal obe Eta. pre ſerves the . 
Remove that obſcuri a you remove hu 


tem of diſcipline,” by which pd ena, 
4 this life, gradually trained up for a more i 
te. M., 
This, then, 1 is the bi to which. at laſt we 
arrive, That the full diſpliy which'was demutided, of 
would be ſo für from improving 
47% Wa foul; A. 1% ie e RAM bs virtues 
and duties which are the great inſtruments of its im- 
Provement. would be vnſvitable to nn. 
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r ': Ir would lify: him for taking part 
inthe. affairs of the world; for reliſhing the plea- 


ſares, or for ng+he duties of lite: In a word, 
it would entirely t the purpoſe of his being 
placed on this earth. And the queſtion, Why the 
Almighty has been pleaſed to leave a ſpiritual world, 
and the future exiſtence of man, under ſo much ob- 
ſcuritv, reſolveb in the end into this, Why there ſhould 
be fuch a creature as man in the univ of God?— 
Such is the ifſue of the im to be 
made on the plaits of Providence. They add to the 
diſcoveries ot the ſuperiour wiſdom of God and of 
1 and folly of man. 

From what as been ſaid, it now ap | That bo 
reaſonable objection to the belief of a future ſtate 


ariſes, from the imperfect — it which we 
enjoy ; from the difficulties that are 


mingled with its 
evidende ; from our ſeeing as through a 2 2 
and being left to t by ee e by ig, 
cannot be other wiſe, it not to be | 
in our preſentſtate; The —— which is afford- 

ed, is ſufficient for the conviction of a candid mind, 

ſufhcient for a rational ground of conduct; though 
nat fo ſtriking as to withdraw our attention from the 
preſent world, or altogether to overcome the impreſ- . 
hon of ſenſible objects. In ſuch evidence it becomes 
us to acquieſce, without indulging either - doubts or 
complaints; on account of our not receiving all the 
ſatisia tion which we fondly deſire, but which our pre- 
ſent. immaturity of being excludes. For upon the 
ſuppoſition: of 8 this life is no other than 
the childhood of exiſtence ; and the meaſures of our 
knowledge muſt be proportioned to ſuch a ſtate. 


| the. ſucceflive-ſtages of human life, from infancy to 
old age, belong certain peculiar attachments, . certain 
cares, deſires, and intereſts ;- which open not abrupt= 


PI by gradual advances. on the mind, as it be- 
| C3 comes 


— rc 


* On our Iapenf Tau ⸗-· 
comes fit to receive. them, and is prepared for acting 


ſight, the curtain is drawn. Exerciſeq; in ſuch a field 
 ofiaQtion, as ſuits the ſtredgth:-of our unripened po-. 
| ers, we are, at the- ſame time by proper proſpeQs 


— 4 


the port 10. which, in their onder, they pettain.: 
Hence, in the education of à child, no one thinks of 


 ighpiring hen at once wü the; knowledge, the lei- 


ments, and views 2 a man, and with contempt for' 


"he exerciſes. and amuſements of childhood. On the 
contrary, employments ſuited to his age are allowed 
tio occupy him. By theſe, his powers are gradually 


unfolded ; and advantages is taken. of his youthfal 


aui ſuits, to improve and ſtrengthen his mind; till, 


ſtep by ſtep, he is led on to higher ptoſpeſts, and pre- 
pared for a larger and more important ſoene of action. 
This analogy,, which ſo happily illuſtrates the pre- 


| ſent conduct of the Deity gowards man, deſerve atten- 


tion the more, as it is the very illuſtration uſed by the 


| Apoſtle, when treating of this ſubjeR in the context. 


ow; ſays hey wwe know in fpart.— Hut when iat which 
bs perfed? is come, that which:is in part ſhall de dune a- 


aß. When I wat a child, I ſpake:as ald, Iunder- 
flacd as a child, I theught as a child; but wen I became 


a man, 1 put away childiſb things. For novo dhe fe through 
a glafs darkly ; but then, face 1o face : Now I know in 


Fort, bit then 1 ſball know even as am neun. Under 
the care of the Almighty, our education is now going - 


on, from amortal to a immortal Rate. - A much light 
is let in upon us, as we can bear without injury When 
the objedis become too ſplendid and dazzling ſov our 


and hopes, prompted to aſpire towards the m 
of our nature, the time when childifh things fball be 


A . But ſtill, bet vixt thoſe / ſuture proſpect "Th 


aid the, inapreſſion of preſent objects, ſucht an 
nàccutate proportien is eſtabliſhed, as on the one 


band ſhall not produce a total comempt-of earth- 
Ix things, while we aſpite to thoſe that are heavenly; 


9 


Ich u degree 
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. 
wo 


ob attachment to our preſent ſtate, as would render us 
unworthy of future advancement.- In a word, the 
Whole esurſe of things is ſo ordered, that we may 
neither by an irregular and precipitate education, 
become men too ſoon ; not by à fond and trifling in- 
dulgence, be ſuffered to continue children for ever. 
Let thoſe reſſe tions not only remove the doubts | 
which may ariſe from our obſcure knowledge. pf im. 
mortality, but likewiſe produce the higheſt admira-” 
tion of the wiſdom of dur Creator. The ſtructure 
of the natural world affords innumerable inſtances of 
= profound: deſign; which no attentive ſpectator can 
ſurvey without wonder; In the moral world, where 
the workmanſhip is of much finer and: more delicate 
_ contextares/ ſubjects of ſtill greater admiration open 
to vie y. But admiration muſt rife to its higheſt 
point, when thoſe parts of the moral conſtitution, 
which at firſt were reputed blemiſhes, which carried 
the appearance of objections, either to the wiſſom 
or the goodneſs: of Providence, are diſcovered, on 
more accurate inſpedtion, to be adjuſted with the 
moſt exquiſite propriety. We have now ſeen, that 
the- darkneſs of man's condition is no leſs effential to 
his well being, than the light which he enjoys. His 
nternab powers, and his external ſituation, appear 
_ be exactiy fitted to each othef. Thoſe complaints 
wen we ware apt to make, of our limited capacity 
nd patrow views, of our inability to penetrate far- 
ger into the future diſtination of man, are found, 
on the foregoing obſervations, to be juſt as unreaſo- 
able, as the'childiſh complaints of our not being for- 
ned with a microſcope eye, nor furniſhed with an 
gle's wing; that is, of not being endowed with'pow- 
s which would fabvert the nature, and coumeract 


he laws} of our preſent ſtatt ee 
In order to do juſtice to the ſubject, I muſt obſerve 
hat the ſame reaſoning which has been now em- 


[ loyed with reſpect to our knowledge of immortality, 
* = . ts 55 | | | Oh, Wy" 


s equaly applicable to many other branches of intel- - 


lectual knowledge. Thus, why we are permitted 
to know ſo little of the nature of that Eternal Being 


who rules the univerſe; why the; manner in which 
he operates on the natural and mora} world, is —_— 
1 2 


concealed; why we are kept in ſuch ignorance, 

reſpe& to the extent of his works, to the nature and 
agency of (ſpiritual beings, and even with reſpect to 
the uniun between our own ſoul and body: To all 
theſe, and ſeveral enquiries of the fame kind, which 
often employ the ſolicitous refarches of ſpeculative 
men, the anſwer is the ſame that was given to the 
intereſting queſtion which makes the ſubjed of our 
diſcourſe, the degree of knowledge defired, would 


prove incomptable with the deſign, and with the 


proper buſineſs of this life. It would raiſe us to a 
ſphere too exalted ; would reveal objects too great 
and ftriking for our preſent faculties ; would excite 
feelings tos ſtrong for us to bear; in a word, would 
unfit us for thinking or a&ing like human creatures. 
It is therefore reſerved for a more advarced period of 


our nature; and the hand of Infinite wiſdom hath in 


- mercy drawn a veil over ſcenes which w 


ould over- 
power the ſight of mortals. 5 


One inſtance in particular, of Divine wiſdom, is 
fo illuſtrious, and correſponds ſo remarkably with our 


preſent ſubjeQ, that I cannot paſs it over without 


notice; that is the concealment under which Pro- 
dence has placed the ſuture events of our life on earth. 


The deſire of penetrating into this unknown region, 
has ever been one of the moſt anxious paſſions of 
men. It has often ſeized the wiſe as well as the credu- 

lous, and givenriſe to many vein and impious ſuperſtitions 


throughout the whole earth. Burning with curioſity 


at the approach of ſome critical event, and impati- 


ent under the perplexity of conjeQure and doubt, 
How cruel is Providence, we are apt to exclaim, in 


denying to man ide power of foreſight, and in limi- 
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ung hin to the knowledge of, the preſent moment? 
Were he permitted; to look forward into the courſe - 
of diſtiny, much more ſuitably would he be pre- 


. turns and changes in his liſe? 


ith what moderation would he enjoy his proſperity, 
under the fore-knowledge of an approaching reverſe ? 
And with what cagerveſs be prompged | to 3 
the, flying hours, by ſeeing the inevitable term draw 
nigh which, was to finiſh his courſe? _ 

But while Fancy indulges ſuch vain deſires and 


criminal complaints, - this . coveted fore-knowledge _ 


— 


muſt clearly appear to the eye of reaſon, to be the 


moſt fatal viſt which the Almighty could beſtow. If 


in this preſent; mixed ſtate all the ſucceſive ſcenes of 
diſtreſs through which we are to paſs, were laid be- 
fore us in one view, perpetual ſadneſs would over- 


caſt our life. - Hardly, would any tranſient. glemes of 


intervening, joy be able to force their w 7 3 gh 
the cloud. Faint would be the reliſh 
of which we. foreſaw the cloſe : Inſupportable the 


burthen of afflictions, under which we are oppreſſed 


by a load, not only of preſent, but of anticipated 


forrows, Friends would begin their union, with la- 


menting the day. which was to diſſolve it; and with - 


weeping eye, the parent would every moment be- 
hold the child whom he knew that he was to loſe. 
In ſhort, as toon as that myſterions veil, which now 
covers futurity, was lifted up, all the gaiety of life 
would diſappear ; its flattering hopes, its pleaſi 
ſions, would vaniſh z and nothing but its vanit 
ſadneſs remain. The * © 


inſtead of exciting. men. to proper aQiivity, would 


render them immoveable with conſternation and dif= mn 


may.—How much more friendly to man is that 

mixture of knowledge and ignorance which is allotted 

N in ee Teroran of the events which 2 
3 
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bs ks : 
of the hour of death 
would continually interrupt the courſe of human af- 
faire ; and the overwhelming proſpe & of the future, - 


— 
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befall us, and of the preciſe term which is 10! con- 
dlude our life, by this irghorance" our enjoyment of 
| preſent objects is favoured; and knowing that death 
zs certain, and that human affairs are full of changes 
by this knowledge our attachment to thoſe objects is 
moderated. Preciſely in the ſame manner as, by 
the mixture of evidence and obſcurity which remains 
on the proſpe& of a' future ſtate, a'proper balance is 
Preſerved betwixt our love of this life, and our de- 
The longer that our thoughts dwell on-this/ſubjeQ, | 
_ the more we muſt be convinced, that in nothing 'ithe | 
Divine wifdem is more admitabte, than- in propor- 
' tioning knowledge to the neceflities of man. Inſtead ' 
of lamenting our condition, that we are permitted 
only to ſee a; through aglaſt durkhy,' we have reaſon to 
ble is our Creator, no leſs for what he has concealed, 
than for what he hath allowed us to know. He is 
wonderfull in cnmſel, as b+ it excellent in working He 
" 3s wiſe in heart, and his thoughts are deep. Flow' un 
| erg are the riches of tio ui ſdom of the knowledge 
— TT. 9527 He IG "3b 
Yee the whole view which we have taken of 
the ſubje&, this important inſtruction ariſes. That 
_ the great deſign of all the knowledge and in parti- {| 
cular of the religious knowledge which God hath af- 
forded us, is, to fit us for diſcharging the duties of ' 
| life. No uſeleſs diſcoveries are made to us in religi- 
on: No diſcoveries even of uſeful truths, beyond the 
_ preciſe degree of information, which is ſubſervient 
to right conduct. To this great end all our infor- 
mation points. In this center all the lines of | 
ledge meet. Life and immoriality are brought to light 
in the goſpel ; yet not ſo diſplayed as to gratify dhe 
cCurioſity cf the world with an aſtoniſhing ſpectacle; 
but only fo far: made known, as to affiſt'and ſopport 
us i the practice of our. duty. If the diſcovery 
were more imptrief it would excite To defire*-of 
2 immortality 
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immortality z if it were more full and fijiking, it 
would render us careleſs of life. On the firſt ſuppo- 


on the ſecond no proper trial of it would remain. In 
the one caſe, we: ſhould think and ac like men who 
have their portion only in this world; in the other 
ecaſe, like men who have no concern with this world 
at all. Whereas now, by the wiſe conſtitution” of 
Heaven, we are placed in the moſt favourable ſitua- 
ng, with propriety, our allotted part 
here; and for riſing in due courſe, to higher ho- 
nour and happineſs hereafter. e Bags 3 


Let us then ſecond the kind intentions of Provi- 


gence, and act upon the plan which it hath pointed 


| out. Checking our inquiſitive ſollcitude about what 


the Almighty hath concealed, let us diligently im- 
prove what he hath made known. Inhabitantyef'the 


earth, we are at the ſame time candidates for Hea- 


ven-. Looking upon theſe as only different views of 
one conſiſtent character, let us carry on our prepara- 
tion for Heaven, not by abſtracting ourſelves from 


te concernsof this world, but by fulfilling the duties 
and offices of every ſtation in life. Living ſoberiy 

Trighteoufly, and godly in the preſent world, ſet us lork 

gloriour appearing of the 
010 * 


for that Lleſſed hips, and the 


1 
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Before I conclude, it may be proper to obſerve, 


That the rea ſonings in this diſcourſe give o ground 
to apprehend any danger of our being tos much in- 
fluenced by the belief of a future ftate. I have non 


the hurtful e ects vhieh would follow from too bright 


and full a di'covery of the glory of that ſtate; and 


in ſha ing this, I have jullified-the deczee of Provi- 


derce, which permits no ſueh diſcovery. Bit as our 
nature is at preſent conſtituted, attached by ſo many 


ſtrong connections to the world of ſenſe, and enj>y- 
ing a communication ſo feeble and diſtant withthe 
world of ſpiriis, w n fear no danger from culti- 
Ne = vatiag 
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ſtion, no ſuſſicient motide to virtue would appear; 
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| _  vating intercourſe with the latter as much as poſſible; 


On the contrary, from that intercourſe the chief ſecu- 


| rity of our virtue is to be ſought. - The bias of our 
ll nature leans ſo much towards ſenſe, that from this 
ſide the peril is to be dreaded, and on this ids. the 


defence is to be provided. 

Let us then walk by faith. Let us rengihen this 
principle of action to the utmoſt of our. power. Let 
us implore the Divine , to ſtreng hen ii within 
us more and more: at we may thence detive an 
antidote againſt that ſubtle poiſon, which inceſſant 
commerce with the objeQs of ſenſe diffuſes through 
our ſouls; that we may hence acquire purity and 


dignity of manners, ſuited to our divine hopes; and 
undefiled by the pleaſures of the world, unſhaken by 
its terrours may preſerve: to the end one conſtant te- 
nour of integrity. Till at laſt, having, under the © 
conduct of Chriſtian faith, happily finiſhed the period 
8 we enter on that ſtate, where a far no- 
. ſcene ſhall open; where eterval objects ſhall - 
mine in their native 8. ; where this twilight of 


moral life being paſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall 


riſe ; and that which is perfect being come, * * 
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on a memorable occaſion. The feaſt of the 
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ESE were the words of our Mellet Lord. 
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| ſuffer, The 
* the evening 


the point of being accompli 


| time had 
=. 
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night was arrived wherein he was to be 1 
delivered into the hands of bis enemies. He ha 
in conference with his diſciples; 
the midſt of his family, ming- 


a dying father i 


ling conſolations with his laſt ĩaſtructions. hen he 
ng ended his diſcourſe to them, he liftod up bis ehen. 
| to heaven, and with the words which I have now 


read, began that folemn prayer of interceſſion for. the 
Church, which cloſed his miniſtry. Immediately at-; 
ter, he went forth with his diſciples into the n, 
of Gethſemane, and ſur: endered himſelf to thoſe. 


who came to ——— him. 


Such was the vation of our ian 
his ing theſe words. 
ſhed.: He had the pro- 
ſpect full before him, of all that he was about to ſuf- 
1 is eve act x" ar 

the crit the moſt pregnant wit 
events, ſince hours had che vs bo wok, Tank 
to run. It was the hour in which 
od was to terminate the labours of his 
8 life, by 2 more important and il- 
by his ſuffering, for 
— guilt of mocking. the of accompliſhing 


Na Lade of ages; the hour of con- 
r to the world the 


ä — of religion; the hour of his tri- 
— over s and death, and hell; the 
hour of his that ſpiritual kingdom which is 


to laſt for ever. Such is the hour, ſuch are the events. 


our Lord's Supper. I ſhall attempt to ſet them be- 
fore you as, proper at this time of your de- 


vout — To diſplay them in their genuine | 
* is beyond the ability of man. , 

is was the hour in which Chciſt was glorifi- 8 
4 3 This winds of Tas life rats & 
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He ſaw his miſſion on 


ypes, and ſymbols, which had been car= 


which you are to commemorate ia the Sacrament ß 


62 On the Death C. 
covered much real greatneſs; under a mean appear- 
ance. Through the cloud of his humiliation; his na- 
tive luſtre often broke forih, but never didit nine ſo 
bright, as in this laſt, this trying hour. It was in- 
deed the hour of diſtreſs, and of blood. He knew it 
to be ſuch; and when he uttered the words of the 
Text, he had before his eyes, the t 1ecutionet and | 
the croſs, the ſcourge, the nails, and the ſpear. But 
by proſpects of this nature, his ſoul was not to be 
overcome. It is diſtreſs which enrobles evety great 
character; and diſtreſs was to glorify the Son of 
God. He was now to teach all mankind, by his 
example, how to ſuffer and to die. He Was to ftand | 
forth before his enemies, as the faithful witneſs of the 
truth; juſtifying by his behaviour the character 
| which he aſſnmed, and ſealing with his blood the 
= _ DPodrine which he taught. IO”: 
What magnanimity in all his words and actions on 
this great occaſion! The court of Herod; the judg- 
ment-hall of Pilate, the hilf of Cavalry, were ſo 
many theatres prepared for his diſplaying all the-vir- | 
tues of a conſtant and patient mind. When led forth 
lo ſuffer, the firſt voice which we hear from him, is 
4 generous kmentation' over the fate of his unfortu- 
nate, though guilty, country; and, to the laſt mo- 
ment of his life, we behoſd him in peſſeſſon of the 
ſame gentle and benevolent ſpirit. No upbra'ding; 
no complaining expreſſion eſcaped from his ſips, dut- 
ing the long and painful approaches of a"crutt death: = 
Ne betrayed no ſymptom of a weak or a vulgar, 'ofa x 
diſcompoſed or impatient- mind. With the- utwoſt | 
attention of filtal 'tendernefs, he committed his aged | 
mother to the care of his beloved diſciple. © Wich all 5 
tthbe dignity of- a Soveteign, he conferred; pardon on a | 
penitent fellow-ſufferer With a greatiefs bf mind "i 
A 
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© beyond example, he ſpent his laſt moments in apolo- 
gie 85 ny prayers for thoſe who were"ſliedling bie 
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Dy wonders. i in heaven, and wonders on earth, was 
thikene bing uiſned. All nature ſeemed to feel it; 

| andthodietendrit living bore witneſs to its impor- 
tance. Tbe veil of the temple was rent in twain. 
The earth ſhook, There was darknefs over all the 


land. The graves were opened, and many who:flept * 


k | * aroſe; and went into the Holy Ciy. Nor were theſe 
* the only prodigies of this awful hour. The- moſt 
/ hardened: hearts: were ſobdved.oud: changed. "Fhe 
| Judge, who in order to gratify the multitude paſſed 
f | | ſentence againſt him, res atteſted his innocence: 
5 The Roman centurion, who preſided at the execu- 
1 tion glori 
* | be more than man. After le ſaw: the things which 
had paſſed, be ſaid, Certainly this was a:righteour per- 
\& | | ſon; truly, this was the Son f God © The — 
; malefactor Wo was crucified: with him, 
him as'a King, and implored his favour. . Even the 
crowd of inſenſible ſpeQtators, who had come forth 
as to a common ſpectacle, and who began with cla- 


| —Look back on the heroes, the philoſophers, the 
legiſlators of old. View them in their laſt moments. 
Recall every circumſtance which di ies their 
departure from the world. Wherecan you find fuch 
an aſſemblage- of high virtues, and of great events, 
as + concurred at the death of Chriſt? Where, fo | 
many teſtimohies given to the dignity of the N 2 
perſon, by earth, and by heaven? 5 
IE Tunis was the hour in which Chriſt tender 
the ſins of mankind, and accompliſhed our eternal 
redemp:ion, It was the hour when that great ſacri- 
fice was offered up; the efficacy of which reaches 
back to the ' firſt 'tranſgreſſion of man, and extends 
forward to the end of Time; the hout when, from 


| ing, eee, eee ? 
t 4; 21 Ne ENTS 5 {ths 
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God, and — the ſuſferer to 


mots and inſults, returned home, ſnuting their breaſts, + 


the croſs, as from an high altar, that blood was flow | 


6. 


This awful diſpenſation of the Almighty, contns 
myſteries which are beyond the diſcovery 
It is one of thoſe things into which the. angels deſire to 
laat. What has been revealed to us, is, That the 
death of Chriſt was the interpoſition of Heaven for 
preventing the ruin of human kind. We know, that 
under the goverment of God, miſery is the natural 
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of man. 


' conſe quence of guilt.” After rational creatures had, 


by their criminal conduct, introduced diforder into 
the Divine kingdom, there was no ground to believe, 
| that by their penitence and prayers alone, they could 


ent the deſſ ruction which threatened them. The 


—— cf. propitiatory ſacrifices throughout the 
earth, proclaims it to be the general ſenſe of ma.ikind, 
that mere repentance was not of ſufficient avail to 
_ expiate fin, or to ſtop its penal effeQs. . By the con- 


ſtant alldGom which are carried on in the New Tef- 
tament to the ſacrifices under the Law, as 
tying 
the ſtrong expreſſions which are uſed in A. 
the effects of his death, the ſacred writers ſhow, 

plainly as | allows, that there was an — 


anguage 
in his ſufferings, far beyond that of mere example 


| and inſtruction. The nature and extent of that effi- 


cacy we are unable, as yet, fully to trace. Part we 


nere capable of debolding 3 and the wiſdom of What 
wee behold, we have reaſon to adore. We diſcern in 
_ this plan of redemption, the evil of ſin ſtrongly ex- 
| hibued; and the juſtice of the Divine goverment | 
awfully exemplified, in Chriſt ſuffecing for ſinners. 
But let us not imagine, that out preſent diſcoveries 


anfould the whole influence of the death of Chriſt, 
It is connected with cauſes into which we cannot pe- 


netrate. It produces conſequences too extenſive for 
us to explore. God's: thoughts ave not as our thoughts, x 
In all things, we ſee only in part; and here, if any  - 
- where, we ſee alſo as through a glaſs dar- fx. 
This, however, is ſully manifeſt, that redemption | 
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ibe Law and the Prophets ſtanding, if = — we may a 
| fo, at the foot of the croſs, and doing 
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emblems, was not 


knowledge of thoſe 
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| dave ofths-odithe of the world was great and illuf- 


trous ; that hour, when, from the dark and formleſs 
maſs, oy: erm way the Divine 
comma when the. morning ffars e ur 
and all the ſais of God ſbouted for joy; 10 lef 

ous. is the hour of reſtoration. of the world; 


hour when, from condemnation and miſery, 1 


ged into happineſs and peace. With-leſs external 


majeſty jt was attended, but is, on that account, the 
more wonderful, that under an appearance fo imple, 


ſuch. events were covered. 


ll. In this hour, the long ſeries of D x 
viſions, types, and figures, was accompl 
was the center in which they all met: This the point 
towards which they had tended and 


_ — | 
out the courſe of ſo many generations. 


behold Moſes and Aaron bearing the Sd ry the cove- 
nant ; David and Elijah preſenting the oracle of teſti- 
money. You behold all the prieſts and ſacrifices, 
all the rights and ordinances, all the types and ſym- 
conſumation. 


| bols, aſſembled together to receive this 
| Without the death of Chriſt, the worſhip and cere- 


monies of the law would have remained a pompous, 
but 2 inſtitution. In the hour When he was 
ith the ſeven ſeals was opened. Eve- 


ry rite — its ſignificancy ; every prediction met 


its event ; every ſymbol diſplayed i its correſpondence. 

The dark, and ſeemingly ambjguous method of 
conveying important diſcoveries — res and 
peculiar to ſacred The 
Spirit of God, in pre- ſignifying the death of Chriſt, 
adopted that plan, according . to which the whole 


early ages was propagated through 
Under the veil of myſterious alluſion, 


the world. 


all 3 concealed.” From the ſenſible 
r on where 14. 
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ſcribe things- unſeen · More uy en we 4M 

meant, than.y-as openly expreſled ** 
rites, the Prieſt communicated his Cer vg 
rables and allegories, the Philoſopher rar re du Are 
diſciples; even the Legiſlator, by figurative ſayings, 
commanded the reverence of the people. A mw 
to this prevailing mode of inſtruction, the w 
penſation of the Old Teſtament was ſo conduBed; 
as to be the-ſhadow and the figure oſ a ſpiritual ſys 
dem. Every remarkable event, every diſtinguiſned 
rfonage, under the Law, is interpreted in the 
Teſtament, as bearing ſome reference to the 
- hout of which we treat. If Iſaac was laid upon the 
altar as an innocent victim; if David was driven 
from his throne by the wicked, and re ſtored by the 
hand of God; if the brazen. ſerpent was lifted up, 
to heal the people; if the rock was ſmitten by Moſes 
fbrniſh drin in the wilderneſs; all were re 

iſt and alluded to his dean. 

Ila predicting the ſame event, the she of an- 
_ cient: prophecy was magnificent, but ſeemingly con- 
tradictory: For if foretold a Meſſiah, Who was to 
be at once a ſufferer and a conqueror. The tar 
was to come out of Facob, and the Branch ts ſpring. 


from the ſlem ef Foſſe. The Angel of "rhe Covenants 
e Deſire of all Nations, was to come 1% bis 


 '-mple; and to him was to be the gathering of people. 
Vet at the ſame time, he wasto'beideſpifed and re- 
. Hed of men; he wa to de talen from prifen and from y 
'udgment;,” and to be led ar à lam to the fl Mer. 
Though he was a man of ſorrows and acquainted with | 

Tief, yet the Gentiles were to come to his light and + 
Wi F the brightneſs of his riſing. In the hour when 
Chriſt died, thoſe prophetical riddles were ſol ved 
thoſe ſeeming contradi ions were reconeiled. The 
obſcurity of oracles, and the ambiguity of types va- 
niſhed. The Sun of- rightrouſne/r foley andtogether - 
with W We N * 5 N 
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A ann Ws e enn dene abemleh of the 


Law and the im mga ag 92 the bout” 5 


of terminating the” old; 
diſpenſation of religions nt Ms 
throughout the earth. Viewed in this Fre, it IR 
moſt auguſt æta which'is to be found in en ber o 
mankind: When Chriſt was ſuffering on the croſs, 
we ate informed by one of the Evangeliſts, that he 
ſaid, I tbinſt; andt — filled a ſpun junge with en negar, 
and put it to his mouth. After Ie had tafted the vine- 
gar, knrwing that. all thingr were now accompliſhed, and 
the ſeripture fulfilted, he ſaid, It is finiſbed}, that i i, 
This offered dravght of vin egat was the laſt circum- 
ſtance predidted by an ancient Poser that remained 
tobe fulfilled. The viſion and the prophecy are now 


8 et 


| ſealed: The Moſaick diſpenſation is cloſed. Aud be 


bowed bis brad, and gave up the ghoſt. 
At is finiſbed. — When he'uttered thefe wet? be 
changed the ſtate of the univerſe. At that moment, 


the Law ceaſed, and the” Gofple comtnenced. This 


vas the ever-mefnorable point of time, which ſepa- 
rated the old and the new world from each other. 


Om one ſide of the point of ſeparation, you behold 


the Law, with its prieſts, its ſacrifices, and its rites, 


retiring from fight. On the other ſide, you behold 
the Goſpel, with its ſimple and venerable inſtitutions, 
coming forward into view. Significantly was the _ | 
of the temple rent in this hour; for the gl 

departed from between 'the cherubims. e beg legal 


High Prieſt delivered up his Urim and Thummim,. 
his breaſt plate, his robes, and his incenſe: And 


nxler ſtocd forth as the Great High Prieſt of all 
ſucceeding generations. By that one ſacrifice which 
be- now offered, he” aboſiſhed ſacrifices for ever. 
Altars on which the' fire had blazed ſot ages, were 
nod to ſmoke no more, Victims were no . more to 
bee. Fun toith 9 butts and goats, but with! | 
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the earth, the 


. Wend, Fend ci their phi 
nations; civilized. manners, or phi- 


68 n ee 


. cum Ales, fe now entered into thi Hil Plat, 


e:to appear in the preſence of God for uu. 
ke 2 union to all 


| the worſhippers of God. When Curiſt, fail, Hi. is » 
finiſhed, he threw down the wall of. partition which 
| had ſo long divided the Gentile from the. Jew. He 


gathered into one, all the faithful; out of every kin-- 
dred and people. He proclaimed the hour to be come - 
when the knowledge of the true God ſhould be no 
longer conſi ned to ene nation, not his worſhip to one 
temple; but over all the earth, the worſhippers of ; 
the Father ſhould ſerve him in ſpirit and in ruth... 
From that hour, they who dwelt in the uttermoſt 


| ends of the earth, firangers to the covenant of promiſe, . 


began to be brought nigh. In that hcur, the light of 
the Goſpel dawned from afar on the Britiſh 1 


During a long courſe of ages, Providence ſeemed | 


to be. 3 in prepaiting the world for this revolu- - 


tion, The whole Jewiſh ceconomy was intended to 
uſher-it in. The knowledge of God was preſerved; - 
unex tinguiſhed in one corner of the world, that thence, - 


in due me, might iſſue forth the light which was 


to overſpread the earth. Succeflive revelations gra- 
dually enlarged the views of men beyond the nacrow 


| bounds of ſudæa, to a more extenſive kingdom of 


God. Signs and miracles awakned their expeQatjon, ; 


and directed theit eyes towards.-this great event. 


Whether God deſcended. on the flaming mountain, 
or ſpoke by the Prophet” 3 voice; whether he ſeatter- 


ed his choſen people into captivity, or te · aſſembled 
them in their own land; he was ſtil} carrying on a 
progreſſive plan; which was 3 at aw | 
death of Chriſt, | 


ae of Iſrael, but over. all! 
* ſations of n reſ- 

the a important em- 
Us Nene if war N peace united the 


Not only in a 


— 


, 


mos... - 
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loſophy enlarged their views; all was, by the fecret 
\ *Ce-ree of Heaven, made to ripen the world for that 
'fulneſs of time, when Chrift was to publiſh the whole 
counſel of God. The Perſian, the Macedonian, the * 
Roman Conqueror, entered upon the ſtage, each at 
His predicted period; and, though be nent not K 
neither did his heart think ſo, miniſteted to this hour. 
"Fae revolutions of nr and the ſuccefſicn of mon- 
| archies, were fo aranged b y Providence, as to facili- 
kate the pregreſs of the Goſpel through the habitable . 
wl Id, hes the day had arrived, when the flene which - 
"was cut but of the mountain without hand?, ſhould be- 
come a great mountain, and fill the earth.. This Was 
de day, which Alrabam ſaw afar 0 and was clad. 
This was the day, which meny Prophets and 
and righteous men defired to ſee, but could not; the ay 
| for which the earneſt e peclatien of the creature, long. 
 oppteſſed with ignorance, and Sa ſuperſ 


. 


3 


rr 


o ' hon, might be Julkly aid 7 u 

d This was the 9 of Chriſt's in over * 
e ne of darknefs; Fike heur in whi he N 
a8 threw dominions and *rones, led "captivity 0 

a | and. gave gifts unte nien. © The conteſt whic 99 
w kingdom of darkneſs had long maintained againſt the 
of Kin of light, was , now . to its cfiſis. 
oh "Elie | : oh tome, when "tht RY kr 
190 5 ruſe the ' head of man 

ns the * oſs ſuperſt 155 ae the Cart.” N. 
* 4 — God was, every where ex- 
ed Tor 4 the land of Judza, hinged into images made 
4 like to corruptable man, and to "birds and "beaſts, 

he creeping things, The world which the Atmighty created 5 
r. for himſelf, ſeemed to have become 4 temple of idols. * 
all Fd to vicer and paſſions, altars were Taiſed ; and 
eſ-. _ . +what was intitled Religion, was in effect a diſcipline 
+485 _ of impurity. In the midft of this uni ver fal datkneſs, 
bo EY 3 Satan had erefted his throne; and the learned and 


a as wall as the NOI ns bowed down - 
by i Þ | $- bet” ; "mA, 
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before him. But at the hour when Chriſt appeared 


on the croſs, the ſignal cf his defeat was given. His 


Idolitary paſſed a *. He was beheld to fall ſiſe - ag 
ing from heaven. In that hour, the. tcund of 
every Pagan temple ſhook. The ſtatute of every 
falſe God tottered on its baſe. The .Prieſt fled 
from his falling ſhrine; and the keathen otacles be- 
came dumb for ever. 

As on the croſs Chriſt triumphed over Satan, fo 
he overcame his auxiliary, the world. Long. had it 


aſſailed him with its temptations and diſcouragemenis 
In this hour of ſevere trial, he ſurmounted them all. 


Formerly he had deſpiſed the pleaſures of the world. 


He now baffled its terrours. Hence he is juſtly ha to 


have crucified the world. By his ſufferings, 


nobled. diſtreſs ;, and he darkened the lu 3 - 


uv, and vanities of life, he diſcovered to his fol- 
the path grad leads thrqugh 
glory and to viQory ; and ew "he pn of to them, the 


ſame fpirit which ena 
Kin dom 7 is not of this world. In this world je ſbal i have 


tribulation; but be of good * wn 


| world. — — 


Death alſo the laſt foe of man; was the 
this hour. The formidable appearance of 

tre remained; but his datt was taken away. For, xM 
the hour when 


death, by ſecuring the reſusre&ion of the me. n 
he ſaid to his penitent fellow-ſufferer, Ts 


alt be with me in Paradiſe, he are rag ugh eres Fool ag 
5 
iod,. had been eh AL ns "the "<2 


the he- 
31 . * n n, 0 


overt the N of heavenly bliſs. 
ed the cherubims io be diſmilled and the 3 

to be ſheathed, which had e e. 

to keep from man the way of the; Tree of 

before this 


;Proſpe pect, which even good men enjoyed of 


. 


eparted from him; the reign of 


affliction, to 
m to overcome. My 


Chriſt expiated. guilt, he diſarmed 


e con ere e anan. Fo uo cc as 


and certain view was given to the world of the ever- 


thy ſling? O Grave! whereis thy victory? 


* 
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te light. From: the hill of n the firſt clear 


laſting manſions. Since that hour, they have been 
the parpetual conſolation of believers in Chriſt. Un- 
der trouble, they footh their minds, amidſt tempia- 
tion, they ſupport their virtue; and, in their: dying 
moments, enable them to ay, O Death / where: is 


VI Fnis was the hour when our Lord fd 
that ſpiritual kingdom which is never to end. How | 
vain ate the ccunſels and defigns of men | How ſhal- 
low is the policy of the wicked! : How ſhort their 
triumphing! The enemies of Chriſt imagined, that 
in this hour they had ſucceſsfully accompliſhed their 
plan for his deſtruction. They believed, that they 
had entirely ſcattered-the ſmall party of his followers, 
and had extinguiſhed his name and his hanour for ever, 
1 deriſion they addreſſed him as a King. They cloth- 
ed him with purple robes; they crowned him with 


#-crown of, thernsz they. put à feed into his hand; 


and, with inſulting —— bowed the knee before 
him: Blind and impious men ! How little did they 
know, that the Almighty was at that moment ſetting 

him .as. a King an te hill: Sion ; giveing bim 'the 
Heathen for the inheritance, and the uttermoſt. parts of 


the earth: for his poſſeſſion : How little did: tl y know, 


that their badges of mock royalty were at that moment 
converted into the. ſignals of abſolute dominion, und 
the-inffruments-of ircfiſtible-power|' The reed which 
they put into his hands, became a rod f irm, witk 
which he was to-break in pieces bir enemies; a (ceptre, 
wuh which he was to rule the upiverſe in rightouſneſo. 
The croſs, which they thought was to ſtigmatize 
him with infamy, became the enſign of his renoun. 
Inſtead of the of his followers, it was 
to be it and their glory. The croſs was to 
Mine on- places and churches aalen the earth. 
_— 9 che diſtin of the ee 
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on On the Death of Chrift. - 
powerful monarchs, and to wave in the banner of 
_ vicricus armies, when the memcry of Herod and 
Pilate ſhould be accuried; when Jeruſalem ſhould 
de reduced to aſhes, and the Jews be vagnbends 
over all the world. 


I Theſe were the triumphs which commenced at 
this hour. Our Lord ſaw them already in their 
dirth; he ſaw of the travail of his ſoul, and was 


faticfied. He beheld the word of God going forth, 
conquering, and to conquer; ſubduing to the obedi- 
ence of his: laws, the ſubduers of the world; car- 
Tying light into the regions of darkneſs, and mild- 
- neſs into the habitations of cruilty. He beheld the 
Gentles waiting below the croſs, to receive the 
Goiple. He beheld Ethiopia and the Iſles firetching 
eut their-hands to God; the beginning to rejoice, 
and to bl:fſim as the ene: ond the inowledge of the 
Lord filling the earth, as the waters cover the ſea. 


Well pleaſed, he faid, I is Sniſbed. As'a conquer- 


or, he retired-from the field, his triumphs: 
He bowed bis head and gave.ud. the ghej From that 


hour, Chriſt was no longer a mortal man, but Head 


over all things to the Church'; the glorious King of 


men and Ange's, -of whoſe dominion _ ſhall 1 | 


end. Hi —— ſhall 


25 jay oe rt pg * ee, 


. ne duch the cle 5 


this ever-memorable hour. With all thoſe great 
events was the mind of bur Lord filled, hen he lifted 


1 his eyes to heaven, and faid, "Father / ee 5 


Prom this view EY we have e this lub 
je ct, permit me to ſuggeſt, what ground it afford to 


i in the mercy of God, for the patdun of ne 


to truſt to bis faithfulneſs, for the accompliſhment of 


| all hispromiſes; and to approach to him, with gras _ * 
titude and devotion, in ay of 1 In jo 
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9e Deat of Gif. - 
Is the firſt place, The death of Chriſt affords us 

ound to confide in the Divine metcy, fot the par- 
2 of ſin. All the ſteps of that high diſpenſation 


of Providence; which we have conſidered; lead di- 


realy to this concluſion. He that ſpared nol L. ont 


Som, but delivered bim up for us all, how „Dall he not 
with bim alſo. freely give us all things. Thin i is the 
final reſult 4 —— of the olpet, On this 
_ reſts that great ben of conſolation, Which it hath _ 
reared up for men. We are not left to dubious and 


intricate reaſonings, concerning the conduct which God 
may be expected to hold towards his offending crea- 


tures. Bot we are led to the view of important and 


illuſtrious facts, which ſtrike the mind with evidence 


irreſiſtible. For, is it poſſible to believe, that ſuch 


great operations as I have endeavoured to deſcribe, 


deny torgiveneſs, to the penitent and the humble? 
When, overcome hy the ſenſe of guilt, man looks u 
with an aſtoniſhed eye to the Juſtice of of his Creator, 
Jet him recollect that hour of which the Text ſpakes, 
ſignals of Divine mercy, 


| diſtruſted or miſtaken. 


' In the next e, The diſcoveries of this hour 
afford the higheſt reaſon to truſt in the Divine _ 


fulneſs, for the accompliſhment of every = 
which remains yet unfulfilled. Pat ihlewie og. 
nt. 


of the completion 'of God's aricient copvena 


thers. We behold the conſummation of a great 
which throughout a courſe of ages, had deed ind — 
2 purſued; and which, againſt every human 

ararce, was, at the appointed moment, exa 
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ng a preparation of goodneſs, could he mean to 


vis the performance of ' the rote date ppb | 
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Were carried on by the Almighty in vain? Did he ex- 
Cite, in the hearts of his creatures, ſuch encour 


Hopes, without any intention to fulfil them? Aster 
fo 
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j E "ball" fail. No length of time 3 his pur- WM at 
| No obſtacles-can retard it. Towards the ends m 
| a e in this hour, the moſt repugnant inſtru- | rie 
ments were made to operate. We diſcern God ob 
| bending to his purpoſe, the jarring paſſions, the op- to 
I | poſite intereſts, and even the vices of men; uniting th 
3 ſeeming conttarieties in his ſcheme ; mak .ng the wrath vit 
. of man ts praiſe bim; obliging the ambition of Princes, 9 
| he prejudices of the Jews, the malice of Satan, all T 
to concur, either in bringing forward this hour, or in in 
completing its deſtined effects. With What entire di 
confidence ought we to wait for the fulfilment of all 1 
his other promiſes in their due time; even when wi 
events are moſt embroiled, and the p oſpect is moſt to 
diſcouraging? Although : hou ſayeſt hou canſt nat ſee int 
1 Bu 1 get judgment is before im; therefare. iruſt bon ev 
> Aim. Be attentive only to perform thy duty; | 
4 1 the event to God; ard be aſſured, that under 
tte direction, of his Providence, all things ſball work 
Ci Zogether for a happy iſſue. 
1 LasTLy, The conſideration of this whale ſubje& 
= - tends to excite gratitude and devotion, when we ap- 
1 proach to God in acts of worſhip. The hour = 5 
. which 1 have diſcourſed, , preſents him to us in the * 
it amiable light of the 7 Labs of mankind, the. Re- 4 
1 lorer of our forfeited hopes. We behold the great- of 
1 ness of the Almighty, ſoftened by the mild radiance to 
1 - of condeſcenſion and mercy. We behold him di- wi 
mini ſhing the awful. diſtance at which we ſland from We 


| His prefence, by appointing for us a Mediator and In- 
terceſlor, through whom the humble may, without N 


a diſmay, approach to Him who. made them. By fuch 
views of the Divine nature, Chriſtian faith lays the Wi 
| e a worſhip. which ſhall 4 2 een fo 
onal an cctionate; a worſhip in whi t li 
the underſtanding mall conc ur — the devolion f 2 
the heart, and + A maſt profound reverence be hnit- of 
N 8a 2 the moſt cordial = Chriſtian faith is not a 
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| On Gentleneſs. | 75 
3 pl O dem of Kea. truths. 11 is not 2 leſſon of 
S - 4 moral iuſttuction only. By a train of high diſcove- 
i ries which it reveals, by a ſucceſſion of intereſting 
d objets which it N our view, it is . 
Feng to elevate the mind, to purify the affections, and, 
18 the aſſiſtance of devotion, to confirm and encour 
th virtue. Such, in particular, is the ſcope of that 

ine institution, the Sacrament of our Lord's . 

1 To this happy purpoſe let it conduce, by concentring, 
in in one {triking point of light, all that the Goſpel 
re diſplayed of what is moſt important to man. Touch- 
all ed with juſt contrition for paſt offences, and filled 
en with a grateful ſenſe of Divine goodneſs, let us come 
> tothe altar of God ; and, with a humble faith in his 
ee infinite mercies, devore ourſelves to his ſer vide for 
ow ever, | . 
7 . 
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ct IAA Es iii. 17. 5 6 
br : | The wiſdom thet is from above, 1 

he O be wiſe in our own eyes, to be wiſe in the 
er opinion of the world, and to be wiſe in the ſight 
at- of God, are three things ſo very different, as rarely 
Ice . to coincide. One may often be wiſe in his own eyes, 
di- who is far from being ſo in the judgement of the 
om world; and to be reputed a prudent man by the 
In- worldg $ no ſecurjt ty for being accounted wiſe by God. 
gut As there is a wordly happineſs, which God perceives 
' to be no other than diſguiſed miſery; as t are 
the wordly honours, which inhis eſtimation are reproach; | 
Me o there is a wordly wiſdom, which, in his fight, is foo- 
tof _ liſbneſs. Of this wordly wiſdom the characters are 
S given in the context, and placed in contraſt with thoſe 
nite of the_<wiſdom which is from above. The one is the 
not wiſdai o the wrt ; > 1 that of the tack ; 
em 0 5 bs 
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Ds 'S On Gentloneſs.- | 
The. ene terminates in ſelfiſhneſs; the other, in cha- 
rity. The one is full of Hriſe and bitter * ; the 


other, of mercy and of goed fruits. One of the chief 
characters by which the wiſdom from above as di- 
tirguithed, is gentleneſs, of which I am now to diſ- 
eourſe.” Of this there is the greater occaſion to diſ- 
courſe, becauſe it is too ſeldom viewed in a religious 


light ; ard is more readily conſidered by the bulk of 
men, as a mere felicity ot nature, or an exterior ac- 
compliſhment of manners, than as a Chriſtian vutue 
which they are bourd to cultivate. I ſhall firſt ex- 

lain the nature of this virtue; and ſhall tben offer 
| = arguments to recommend, and ſome dite &ions 
to facilitate, the practice of it. 1 


I zxGiN with the diſtinguiſhing true gentleveſs | 


from ' paſſive tameneſs of ſpirit, and from unlimited 
compliance with the manners of others. That paſ- 
five tameneſs which fubmits, without ſtruggle, to 


| every incroachment of the viclent and aſſuming, forms |} 
no part of Chriſtian duty 3 but, an the cantrary, is 


deſtructive of general happineſs and order. That 
unlimited complaiſance, which on every occaſion, 


falls in with the opinions and manners of others, is 


fo far from being a virtue, that it is itſelf a vice, and 
the parent of many vices. It everthrows all ſteadi- 


neſs of principle: and produces that ſinful conformi- 
ty with the world, which taints the whole charaQter. ' 
In the preſent corrupted ſtate of human manners, al- 


ways to aſſent and to comply, is the very wotſt maxim 
ve can adopt. It is impoſſible to ſupport the purity 

and dignity of Chriffian morals, without oppoſing 
the world on various occaſions, even though we 


Should ſtand alone. That gentleneſs therefore which - 


belongs to virtue, is to be carefully diſtinguiſhed fro 


the mean fpirit of cowards, and the wang agg » | 
fycophants. It renounces no juſt right from fear. 
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important truth from flattery.— 
It is indeed not only conſiſtent with a firmmind, but 
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3 ciple, in order to give it _ real value. Upon this 
f folid ground only, the poliſh of gentleneſs can with 
5 advantage be ſuperinduced. 3 
— It ſtands oppoſed, not to the moſt determined re- 
—_— gard for virtue and truth, but to barſhneſs and ſeve- 
mn rity, to pride and arrogance, to violence and'oppreſ- 
f hon. It is, properly, that part of the great virtue of 
1 charity, which makes us unwilling to give pain to any 
ie | of our brethren. Compaſſion prompts us to relieve 
BS theit wants. Forbearance prevents us from retaliat- 
* ing their injuries. Meekneſs reſtrains our angry paſ- 


ſions; candour, our ſevere judgments. Gen 
| cores whatever is offenſive in our manners; and, 
| by a conſtant train of humane attentions, ſtudies to 
1 alleviate the burthen of common miſery. Its office, 
therefore, is extenſive. It is not, like ſome other 
virtues, called forth only on peculiar emergencies ; / 
but it is continually in ation, when we are engaged | 
10 intercourſe with men. It ought to form our ad- 
dreſs, to regulate our ſpeech, and to diffuſe itſelf 
over our whole behaviour. AT WE. 
I muſt warn you, however, not to confound this 
gentle wiſdom which is from above, with that antifi- 
cial courteſy, that ſtudied ſmoothneſs of manners, 
which is learned in the ſchoot of the world. Suck 
; | _ accompliſhments, the moſt frivolous and el 4 


 polfeſs. Too often they are employed by the 

as a ſnare ; too often affected by the hard and un- 
feeling, as a cover to the bafeneſs of their minds. 
We cannot, at the fame time, avoid obſerving the 

| homage, which, even in ſuch inſtances, the world is 
conſtrained to pay to virtue. In order to render ſociety 
| agreeable, it E bund neceſſary to aſſume ſome what, 

ftthat may at leaſt carry its appearance. | Virtue. is the 

4 '- univerſal charm, Even its ſhadow is courted, when 

we ſubſtance is wanting. The imitation of its form 
5 S and, in the commerce 
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of life, the firſt ſtudy of all who would either gain 


the Meem, or win the hearts of others, is to learn 
the ſpeech, and to adopt the manners, of candour, 
- gentleneſs and humanity. But that gentleneſs which 
is the charaQterick of a good man, has, like every 
other virtue, its ſeat in the heart. And, let me add, 
nothing except what flows from the heart, can ren- 
der even external manners trhly pleaſing. For no af- 
ſumed behaviour can at all times hide the real cha- 
Tater. In that unaffected civility which ſprings 
from a gentle mind, there is a charm infinitely more 
powerful, than in all the ſtudied manners of the moſt. 
_ finiſhed courtier. HE | 
True gentleneſs is founded on a ſenſe of what we 
owe to him who made us, and to the common nature 
of which we all ſhare. It ariſes from reflection on 
our own failings and wants; and from juſt views of 
the condition, and the duty of man. It is native feel- 
ing, heightened and improved by principle. It is the 
heart which eaſily relents; which feels for every 
thing that is human; and is backward and flow to 
inflict the leaſt wound. It is affable in its addreſs, 
and mild in its demeanour ; ever ready to oblige, 
and willing to be obliged by others; breathing habi- 
_ tual kindneſs towards friends, courteſy to ſtrangers, 
long-ſuffering to enemies. It exerciſes attherity - 
with moderation; adminiſters reproof with tender- 
neſs; confers favours with eaſe and modeſty. It is 
unaſſuming in opinion, and temperate in zeal. It 
contends not eagerly about trifles ; flow to contra- 
dict, and ſtill flower to blame; but prompt to allay 
diſſention, and to reſtore peace. It neither inter- 
meddles unneceſſarily with the affairs, nor pries in- 
quiſitively into the ſecrets of others. It delights 
ubove all things to alleviate diſtreſs, and, if it cannot 
dry up the falling tear, to ſooth at jeaſt the grieving 
heart. Where it has not the power of being uſeful, _ 
it is never burdenſome. It ſecks to pleaſe, 1 3 
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than to ſhine and Jazzel; und conceals with care 


A 
n that ſiperiority, either of rallents, or of fank, which 
* is oppreſſive to thoſe who are beneath it. In a word 
h it is that ſpirit, and that tenor of manners, which the 
7 | oſpel of Chriſt enjoins, when he conimands us fo 
. bear one anot ier r burt bent; fo rejeice with theſe who 
— re juice, and to weep with thoſe who weep; #2: pleaſe 
— every one his neighbour for his good; to be kind and 
— tender-hearted ; to be pitiful and courteous ; to ſupport 
8 the weak, and te be patient towards all ment S 
e Having now ſufficiently explained the nature of 
t. this amiable virtue, T proceed to recommend it to your 
| practice. Let me for this end, deſire you to conſi- 
e der the duty which you owe to God; to conſider 
2 the relation which you bear to one another; to con- 
n ſider your own intereſt. * SY 
ff I. Cons1DER the Duty which yeu owe to God. 
l When you. ſurvey his works, nothing is ſo conſpicu- 
e ous, as his greatneſs and majeſty. When you con- 
= ſult his word, nothing is more remarkable, than his | 
o attention to ſoften that greatneſs, and to place it in 
HT the mildeſt and leaſt oppreſſive light. He not only + 
„ charaQerizes himſelf as the God of conſolat jon, but, 
—— with condeſcending gentlencſ;, he particularly ac- 
52 commodates himſelf to the ſituation of the unfortu- 
y - rate; He-dwvelleth with the bumble and contrite. He 
[= bideth not bis face when the offlified cry. He healeth 
is % broken in heart, and bindeth up their wound. When 
[t | | his Son camè to be the Saviour of the world, he was 
- " c<minent for the fame attribute of mild and gentle 
= . goodneſs Long before his birth, it was propheſied 
_ of him, that he ſhould not rive, nor cry, nor cuuſe 
3 his voice to be heard in the flreets; that the bruiſed 
ts reed he ſbould not break, nor quench the ſmoaking flax - 
It And after his death, this diſtinguiſhing feature in his 
- character was fo univerſally remembered, that the 
1 1 Apoſtle Paul, on occaſion of a requeſt which he makes 
4 to the Corinthians, uſes thoſe remarkable expreſſions 
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J beſeoch De by the. meekneſi and gentleneſ. of __ 
his intercourſe with men, no harſhneſs, or 
TI or ſtately diflance, appeared in his demeanour. 
his acceſs, he was eaſy ; in his manners, ſimple; 
in his anſwers, mild; in his whole behaviour, hum- | 
ble and oblizing. Learn of me, faid he, for I am meek 
and lowly in Ms .— As the Son of God is the patren, 
ſo the Hay Ghoft is the inſpi irer of r His 
name is the Comforter, the 8 Spirit 6 grace and fours 
His fruits or operations on the human EE „ are 
love, meekneſs, gentleneſs, and long- uffering. Thus; 
by every diſcovery of the Godhead, hopour is con- 
ome upon raw Ne It is held up to our view, 
232888 connected with Star Nature. And 
Toitable to ſuch diſcoveries, is the whole ſtrain of the 
Goſpel. It were unneceſſary to appeal to any ſingle 
precept. You need only op-v the New Teſtement, 
i find this virtue perpetually inculcated. Charity 
or 41 is the capital figure ever preſented to pur 
| view ; and gentleneſs, forbearance, and forgiveneſs, 
ay 4 founds ever recu on our _ -..: 
edominant, indeed is this ſpirit throughout 
the 8 riſtian diſpenſation, that even the vices and 
of men have not been able altog zether to 
 Hefeat its tendency. 'Thou zh that dif is, . is 
far from having hitherto produced its fi ale effect up- 
on the world, yet we can Ken treace its influence 
In humanizing the manners of men. Remarkable, 
in this reſpeQ, is the viftory which it has gained 
_ over thoſe powers of violence and cruelty 7 72 
belong to the infernal kingdom. Wefers, Ch b 
Kiatiry prevails, it has Erconraged, and, in BY 
degree, _ aboliſhed flavery. It has reſcued human 
nature from that ignominious yoke, under which 
in former apes, the one half of mankind groaned. 


I has introduced more equality between the' two 
eres, and rendered the conjugal union more rational  * 
. K 1 ferociouſneſs * 
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maaity, fo all are ſenſibly 
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the etuelty of puniſhments; in a word, has 


mankind, from their ancient barbarity, into a more 
humane and gentle ſtate. Do we pretend reſpetct 
and zeal for this religion, and at the ſame time allow 
ovurſelres in that harſhnefs and ſeverity, which are fo 
contradi ctory to us genius? Too plainly we ſnow, 
that it has no ver over our hearts, We may re- 


an name; but we have abandoned the 
II. CoxsiaER the ade which you bear to 1 


one another. Man is a ſolitary individual, is 2 very 


wretched being. As long as he ſtands detached from 
his kind, he is poſſeſſed, neither of happineſs, nor 


of frength, We are formed by nature to unite; we 
are impelled towards each other, by the compaſ- 


ſionate inſtinQs in our frame; we are linked by a 
thouſand connections, founded on common wants. 


*Genileneſs therefore, or, as it is very property ter- 2 


med, humanity, is what man, as ſuch in every 
ſtation, owes io man. To be inacceſſible, contemp- 
'tuous,. and hard of heart, is to revolt againft our 


own nature; is in the lan of . te hide 


feel the claim which they ve to mildneſs "ad hu- 
urt by the want of it in 
others. On no fide are we more vulnerable. No 


ourſelves from dur own. "ho Accordingly, as all 


complaint is more feelingly made, than that of the 


| barſh and rugged manners of perſons with whom we 
have intercourſe. But how ſeldom do we transfer 
"the caſe to ourſelves, or examine how far we are 
' guilty of infliing on others, whoſe ſenfibility is the 
fame with ours, thoſe very wounds of which we ſoy | 


loudfy complain? 
But, perhaps, it will be pleaded by ſome. - Phat . 


this gentleneſs, on which we now inſiſf, regards ly 
thoſe ſmaller offices of life, which in es 12 

5 not eſſential 10 rel: Pu and ones. "7 
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”,- Ws On Gentleneſs. 3 
they confeſs, on ſlight occaſions, of the government 
ol their temper, or the regulation of their behaviour, 
they are attentive, as they pretend, to the great duties 
ol beneficence; and ready whenever the oppartunity 
aa to perform important ſervices to their fel- 
ow-creatures. But let ſuch perfons reflect that the 
occaſions of performing thoſe important good deeds, 
very rarely occur. -Perhaps their ſituation in life, or 
the nature of their connections, may in a great mea- 
ſure, exclude them from ſuch opportunities. Great 
events give ſcope for great virtues; but the main 
tenour of human life, is compoſed of ſmall cccurren- 
ces. Within the round of theſe, lie the meterials of 
the happineſs of moſt men; the ſubjects of their duty, 
and the trials of their virtue. Viriue muſt be formed 
and ſupported, not by unfrequent a&s, but by daily and 
repeated exertions. In order to its becoming either 
vigorous or uſeful, it muſt be habitually active; not 
breaking forth occaſionally with a tranſient luſtre, 
like the blaze of a comet ; but regular in its returns 
like the light of day: Not like the aromatic gale, 
which ſometimes feaſts the ſenſe ; but like the ordi- 
nary. breeze, which purifies the air, and renders it 
healthfut. FR ALES : 5 
Years may paſs over our heads, without affording 
any opportunity for acts of high heneficence, or ex- 
tenſive utility. Whereas not à day paſſes, but in 
the common tranſactions of life, and eſpecially in-the 
intercourſe of domeſtic ſociety, gentleneſs finds place 
for promoting the happineſs of others, and for 
ſtrengthening in ourſelves the habit of virtue. Nay, 
by ſeaſonable diſcoveries of a human ſpirit, we ſome- 
times gontribute more materially to the advancement 
of happineſs, than by actions which are ſeemingly | 
more important. There are ſituations, not a few, 
in human life, where the encouraging reception, the 
_ condeſcending behaviour, and the lock of ſympathy, 
bring greater relief ta the heart, than the moſt 
„ | dy . _ -bountifu} _-_. 
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bountiful gift. While on the other ſide, when the 4 


hand. of liberality is extended to beſtow, the want of 
gentlegels is ſufficient to fruſtrate the intention of the 
benefit. We. ſour thoſe whom we meant to oblige ; 
and, by conferring favours with oftentation and har ſſi- 
neſs, we convert them into injuries. Can any diſpo- 
ſition then be held to poſſeſs a low place in the ſcale of 
virtue, whoſe, influence is ſo conſiderable on the hap- 


pineſs of the world? ee e 
SGentleneſs is, in truth, the great avenue to mu- 
tual enjoyment. Amidſt the fifife of interfering in- 


tereſts, it tempers the violence of contenticn, and 
keeps alive, the ſeeds of harmony. - It ſoftens animo- 


 fities ; renews endearments ; and renders the coun- - 


tenance of man, a refreſhment to man. Baniſh gen- 


'  Veneſs from the earth; ſuppoſe the world to be fill- 
ed with none but harſh and contentious ſpirits ; and 


what ſort of ſociety would remain? The ſolitude of 
the defart were preferable to it. The conflict of 
jarring elements in chaos; the cave, where ſubter- 
rancous winds contend and roar ; the den where ſer- 


pents hiſs, and beaſts of the foreſt hon]; would be 


the only proper repreſentations of ſuch aſſemblies 
O that I had wings like a dove for then I 


wander far eff, and remain inthe wilderneſs ; I would © 


haſten my eſcape from the windy ſtorm and tempeſt - 


Fer I bave {cen viclence and ſtriſe in the tity. Miſchie 
and ſorrow are in the midfl of it : Dectit and guile 4 


Fart not from the ſtreets ——Sirange | that where 


men have all one common intereſt, they ſhould ſo of- 


ten, abſurdly concur in de fea ing it! Has not Nature 
alceady provided a- ſufficient quantity of unavoidable 
evils for the-ſtate of man? As if we did not ſuffer 
enough from the ſtorm which beats upon us without, 


muſt we conſpire alfo, in thoſe ſocieties where we aſ- 
ſemble, in order to f a retreat from that ſtorm, to 
ut if the ſenſe of duty, and 


* 


of common happineſs, be inſufficient to recommend 


the virtue of which we treat, then let me defire you, 
III. To conſider your own intereſt. Whatever. 
ends a-good man can be ſuppoſed to purſue, gentleneſs 


will be found to favour them. It prepotleſs's and 
wins every heart. It perſuades, when every other 


argument fails; often diſarms the fierce, am melts 


the ſtubborn. Whereas harſhneſs confirms the op- 


** it would ſubdue; and, of an indifferent per- 
10n, 


3 creates an enemy. He who could overlook an 
injury committed in the colliſion of intereſts, wilt 


long and ſeverely reſent the flights of a contemptuous 
behaviour. To the man of gentleneſs, the world is 


generally diſpoſed to aſcribe every other good * _ 


ty. The higher endowments of the mind we admire 
at a diſtance; and when an impropriety of behaviour 
_ accompanies them, we admire without love. 'They 


therefore all love it. The man of this character riſes 


in the world without ſtruggle, and flouriſhes without | 


envy. His misfortunes are univerſally lamented ; 
and his failings are eaſily forgiven. 3 


But whatever may be the effect of this virtue on 


dur external condition, its influence of our internal 
enjoyment is certain and powerful. That inward 
tranquillity which it promotes, is the firſt requiſite to 
_ every pleaſurable feeling. It is the calm and tear at- 
moſphere, the  ſcrenily and ſun-ſhine of the mind. 

When benignity and geatleneſs reign, within, we ate 
always leaſt in hazard of being ruffſed from without; 
© every perſon, and every occurrence, are beheld in 
" the moſt favourable light. But let ſome clouds of 
diſguſt and ill humour gather on the mind; and im- 


mediately the ſcene changes; Nature ſeems trars- 
formed; ard the appearance of all things is blacken- 
ed to eur view, The gentle mind is like the * | 

| watt | tream - 
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are like ſome. of the d.ſtant ſtars, whoſe beneficial 
 / Wfluence reaches not to us. Whereas, of the influ- 
| ence of gentleneſs, all in ſome degree partake, and 
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' ſhip ; Hell, of fierce 
the ſcripture inſtructs us, according to "what we = 
hs... fow we muſt hereafter reap ; z it follows, that the cul- 

&  tivation of a gentle temper is neceffary to prepare us 
— for heavenly felicity ; and that the indulgence of 

= - haſh * is the introduction to future miſe- 
7 72 Men, I am afraid, too oſten ſeperate thoſe arti- 
cles of their belief which relate to eternity, fromthe - 


* 


— 


fiream, which reies' every ies in its juſt 
tion, and in its faireſt colours. The violent = 
like troubled waters, renders back the images of thi 


diſtorted and broken; and communicates to them al 


that diſordered motion which arifes ſolely from 5 
own agitation. 


_Offences muſl *. As ſoon may the waves of the . 


ſea ceaſe to roll, as provocations to ariſe from hu- 
man corruption and frailty. Attacked by great in- 
juries, the man of mild and gentle ſpirit will feel 
what human nature feels; and will defend and reſent, 
as his duty allows him. But to thoſe ſlight provoca- 


tions and frivolous offences, which are the moſt fre- 


quent cauſes of diſquiet, he is happily ſuperiour. 
Hence his days flow in a far more placid tenour than 
thoſe of others; exempted from the numberleſs diſ- 
compoſures which agitate vulgar minds. Inſpired 


with higher ſentiments ; taught to regard, with indul- 


gent eye, the frailties of men, the omiſſions of the 


careleſs, rhe follies of the imprudent, and the levit) 
of the fickle, he retreats i into the calmneſs of his ſpi- 


rit, as into an undiſturbed fanQuary ; and quietly al- 
lows the uſual current of life to ho di its courſe. 


This virtue has another, and ſtill more important 
conneQion with our intereſt, by means of that rela- 


tion which our preſent behaviour bears t to our eternal 


ſtate. Heaven is the er er. of gentleneſs and friend- 
and A If then, as 


ordinary affairs of the world. They connect them 


wih the ſeaſons of ſeriouſneſs and gravity. They 
| leave them with much . as in a high Ta 
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to which, on ly.on.g on great occaſions," they, reſort; and, 
when they, deſcend 1 into, common life, conſider ihem- 
ſelpes as at liberty to give free (cope to their humours 
and paſſions. Whereas, in fact, it is their, dehavi- 
our in the daily train of ſocial. intercourſe, which, | | 
more than any cther cauſe; fixes and determines their 
ſpiritual charadter ; gradually inſtilling tho'e diſpoſi- 
_ tions, and forming thoſe habits, which affect their 
| everlaſting condition. With regard to trifles, per- 
haps, their walignant diſpoſitions may chiefly be in- 
dulged. But let them remember well, that thoſe 
triſſes, by ircreaſing the growth of pee viſhneſs and 
paſſion, become pregnant with the moſt ſerious miſ- 
chiefs; and may fit them, before they are aware, for 
bog the future See of none but infernal 
its. 
I mean not to ay, that in order to our preparation 
| for Heaven, it is. enoy 7 to be mild and gentle; or 
hat this virtue alone, will cover all our fins, Through 
the felicity of natural conſtitution, a certain degree 
of this benignity may be poſſeſſed by ſome, whole 
| hearts are in other reipeQs corrupt, and their lives ir- 
regular, But what I mean to aſſert, is, That Where 
no attention is given to the government of temper, 
meetneſs for Heaven is not yet acquired, and the re- 
generating power of relig: on is as yet unknown. One 
of the firſt works of the Spitit of God, is, to inſuſe 
into every heart which it inhabits, that gentle wiſdom * 
which is {rom above. They who are Chriſt's have cru- 
_ Cified the fleſh, with its offeflions and Iufts ; but let it 
not be forgotten, that among the works of the fleſh, 
 batred, variance, emulations, wrath, Arie; and envy- 
ings, are as expreſsly enumerated, as uncleanneſs, 
murders, drunkenneſs, and reveliing. They who con- 
tinue either in the one or the other, - ſball not it,, 
indeed cannot inherit, the kingdom of God. 
- Having thus ſhown the importance of genileneſs, 


both as 2 moral virtue, and as 4 Chriſtian res 15 : 
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ſome conſiderat ions which N be of uſe to 
the practise of it. 


Fox this end, let me adviſe you to view your | 


charaQer with an impartial eye ; and ta learn, from 
your own failings, to give that indulgence which in 


your turn you claim. It is pride which fills the world 
with ſo much harſhneſs and ſeverity. In the fulneſs 
of ſelf-eſtimation, we forget what we are. We claim 


attentions, to which we are not entitled. We are ri 
rous tn offences, as if we had never offended ; unfeel- 


ing to diſtreſs, as if we knew not what it was to fuf- 
fer. From thoſe airy regions of pride and folly, let 
us deſcend to our proper level. Let us ſurvey the 
natural equality on which Providence has placed man, 
u ih man, and re ect onthe infirmities common toall. If 
the reflection on natural equality and, mutual offences be 


inſufficient to prompt humanity, let us at leaſt remem- 


ber what. we are in the ſight of God. Have we none 


of that forbearance to give to one. another, which 


we all ſo earneſtly intreat from Heaven? Can we 
look for clemency or gentleneſs from our Judge, 
when we are ſo back ward to ſhow | it to our own 
| brethren ?, | 


Accuſtom yourſelves, alſo, to reflea on the fraall 
moment of thoſe things which are the uſual incentives 


to violence and contention. In the ruffled and angr "gry 62 


hour ; we. view every appearance through the fal 


medium. The moſt inconſiderable point of intereſt, 


or honeur, {wells into a momentous object; and the 


ſlighteſt attack ſeem to threaten immediate ruin. But 
after paſſion or pride has ſubſided, we look round in 
- vain for the mighty miſchiefs we dreaded: The fa- 
bric, which our diſturbed imagination had reared, 
totally diſappears. But though the cauſe of conten- 


tion has dwindled aways its conſequences remain. We 


have alienated a friend; we have embittered an ene- 


my; we + have fown the _ of future ſuſpicion, 


0, Gentlemſs = 
ſhall conclude the. ſubject, with. briefly oxi | 
iliiate 


- 4 


male volence, 


88 _ On Gentlmeſs. . 
malevolence, or diſguſt.— Suſpend your violence. 1 
befeech you, for a moment, when cauſes of diſcord 
occur. Anticipate that period of coolneſs, which, 
of itielf, would ſoon arrive. Allow yourſelves to 
think, how little you have any proſpect of gaining 
by fierce contention ; but how much of the true hap- 
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. pineſs of life you are certain throwing away. Faſily, 
A and from the ſmalleſt chink, the bitter waters of ſtrife 
JI: are let forth; but their courſe cannot be foreſeen; 


and he feldom fails of ſuffering moſt from their poi- 
ſonous effects, who firſt allowed them to flow. 
But gentleneſs will, moſt of all, be promoted by * 
ſrequent views of thoſe great! objects which our holy 
religion preſents. Let the proſpeAs of jmmortality 
fill your minds. Look upon this world as a ſtate of 
paſſage. Confider yourſelves as engaged in the pur- 
{nit of higher intereſts; as acing now, under the 
eye of God an introduQtory part to a more import- 
ant ſcene. Elevated by ſuch ſentiments, your minds 
will become calm and ſedate. You will look down 
as from a ſvperiour ſtation, on the petty diſturbances 
of the world. "They are the ſelfiſh, the ſenſual, 
and vain, who are molt ſubje& to the impotence of 
| paſſion. They are linked ſo cloſely to the world; 
dy fo many ſides they touch every objeQ, and eve 
per ſon around them, that they are perpetually hurt, 
ond perpetually hurting others. But the ſpirit of 
true religion removes us to a proper diſtance from 
the grating objects of worldly contention. It leaves 
us ſufficiently connected with the world, for aQing 
our part in it with propriety; but tliſengages us from 
> tt ſo far, as to weaken its power of diſturbing our 
tranquillity. It inſpires magnanimity ;. and mag- 
nanimity always breaths gentleneſs. It leads us to 
view the follies of men with pity, not with rancour; 
and to treat, with the mildneſs of a ſuperiour nature 
| What in little minds would call forth all the Þ.tterneſs. 
of paſſion. V | 
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At hs ſuch conſiderations, let us cultivate that 
gentle wi 


which is; in ſo many reſpects, im- 
88 both to our duty and our happineſs. Let 
us aſſume it as the ornament of every age, and of e- 
very ſtation. Let it temper the petulance of youth, 
ez | ſoften the moroſenels of old age. Let it Mitj= 


— authority in thoſe who rule bas promote dif- 


ence among thoſe who obey. tude with re- 
peating the caution, not to * or true gentle- 
nels. that flimzy imitation of it, called poliſhed man- 


ners, which often, among the men of the world, 


under a ſmooth appearance, conceals much aſpe 
Let yours þe native gentleneſs of heart, flowing == . 
the leve of God, — the love of man. Une this 


amiable ſpirit, with a froper zeal for all that is right, 
and juſt, and true. Let piety be combined in your 
character 2 humanity. 


Let determined integrity 
dwell in a and gentle breaſt. A charactet thus 
ſupported 1 command more real — than can 


be procured by the moſt chining ac nents, 
when ſeparated rom fra 5 1 ST 


SERMON vn. 


b. rA v. 13. 


Tal al this evaileth me 
decai the Few fitting a at the . gate. _ 
HES E are the 3 one, . though 


** 


1 2 


-high in ſtation and power, confeſſed himſelf to 


be miſerable. "They relate to a memorable occur- 


„ under the reign of Aha- 
10 be the Prince known a- 


es bay Md harne of Artaxer- 


es. 


= NV. On the | Diſorders. „„ 
es. Abaſuerus had advanced to the chief dignity, of 
I bis kingdom Hamen an Amalekite, who inherited. os. 
„ all the ancient enmity of his race to the Jewiſh nation. 
41 He appears, from hat is recorded of him, to have 
11 
, 


n l 
* 
* a 


been a very wicked miniſter. Raiſed to greatneſs 
* without merit, he. employed his power ſoley for the 
228 of his paſſions. As the honours which 
pe ſſeſſed were next to royal, his pride was every 
rig fed with that ſervile homage which is peculiar 
to Aſiatic courts; and all the ſervants of the King: 
proftrated themſelves before him. In. the midſt of 
this general adulation, one perſon only ſtooped' not 
to Haman. Tbis was Mordecai the Jew ; who 
knowing this Amalkite to be an enemy to the people 
of God, and with virtuous indignation, , deſpiſing 
that infolence of proſperity with which he ſaw him 
| lifted up, bowed not, nor did bim reverence. On this 
appearance of diſreſ & from Mordecai, Hamar 
was full of wrath ; ke t he thought ſcorn to lay hands. 
on Mordecai alone. "Perſonal revenge was not ſuffici-, 
ent to ſatisfy him. 80 violent and black were his 
Paſſions. that he reſolved to exterminate the whole 
nation to which Mordecai belonged. Abuſing for this 
cruel purpoſe, the favour of his credulous Sovereign, 
he obtained a decree to be ſent forth. that, again 
certain day, all the Jews throughout the Perſian do- 
minions hould be put to the r Mean while,, 
_ confident of 3 and blind to approaching ruir, 
he continued exulting in his proſperity. Invited by 
Ahaſuerus to a royal baaquit, which Ether the Queen 
had prepared, he went forth that day joyful, and with 
a glad heart. But behold hoy flight an incident” 
was ſufficient to poiſon his joy! As he went forth, 
| he ſaw Mordecai in the King's gate; and obſerved 
that till he refuſed to do him homage : He flood nit 
up, nor was moved for him: although he well knew | 
the tormadable deſigns which Haman was preparing 
to execute. One Private man, ho deſpiſed his 
| gerestnefss 


— 


— 


— 
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. Fü. or. 
— and diſdained ſubmiſſion, while a whole 
ingdom trembled before him; one ſpiiif, which ibe 


3 


= utmoſt ſtretch of his power could neither ſubdue nor 

e' humble, blaſted his triumphs. His whole foul was 
„ ſhaken with a ſtorm of paſſion. Wrath, pride, and 

2 deſire of revenge, roſe into fury. With difficulty 

h he reſtrained himſelf in public; but as ſoon as he 
7 came to his own houſe, he was forced to diſcloſe the 
3 the agony of his mind. He gathered together his 
g friends and family, with Zeriſh his wife. He told 

f them of the glory cf his riches, and the mullitude of 

t his children, and all the things wherein the King had © 
0 him, and how he had advanced him above the 
ec princes and ſarvants of the King. He ſaid moreover, 
g Tea, Eſther the Queen did let no man come in with te 
. Ling, unto the banquet, that ſbe had prepared, but my- 
Ss | felf; and to-morrow alſo I am invited unto her with 
u the King. After all this preamble, what is the con- 
by cluſion ?—Tet. all this availeth me nothing, ſo long as [ 
- fee Mordecai the Few, fitting at the King's gate. 

is I be ſequel of Haman's hiſtory I ſhall not · now 
e purſue. It might afford matter for much inſtruc- 

is tion, by the conſpicuous juſtice of God in his fall and 
bs puniſhment. But contemplating only the ſingular 


ſituation in which the Text preſents him, the 
violent agitation of. his mind which it diſplays, the 
following refleQions naturally ariſe, which together 
with ſome practical improvements, ſhall make the 
ſubje ct of this diſcourſe. I. How miſerable is vice, 
when one-guilty paſſion creates ſo much torment!. 
I. How unavailing is profperity, when, in the 
7 of it, a ſingle diſappointment can deſtroy the 
_ reliſh of all its pleaſures! III. How weak is human 
nature, which, in the abſcence of real, is thus prone 
to form to itſelf imaginary woes! - - WHEN 
I. How miſerable is vice, when one guilty paſſion * 
is capable of creating ſo much torment ! When we 
diſcourſe: 10 you of the internal miſery cf 2 
2 88 0 a „ | | 
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[| when we repreſent the patigs which they ſuffer, from 
[Violent paſtors, and a corrupted heart; we are 
ſometimes ſuſpected of chuſing a theme for declama- 
tion, and of heightening the pictute which we draw, 
by colours borrowed from fancy. They whoſe minds 
are, by nature, happily tranquil, or whoſe ſituation / 
in life removes them from the difturbance,and tumult 
of paſſion, can hardly conceive, that aglong as the 
body is at eaſe, and the extern condition proſper- 
ous, any thing which paſſes > the mind ſhould 
caufe ſuch exquifite woe. Hot, for the truth of our 
aſſertions, we appeal to the hiſtory of mankind. We 
might reaſon from the conſtitution of the rational 
frame; where the underſtanding is appointed to be 
FTupreme, and the patſions to be fabordinate; and 
where, if this due arrangement of its parts be over - 
thrown, ner y as neceffarily enſues, as pain is con- 
ſequent in the atſimal frame, upon the diſtortion of its 
| members. But laying ſpeculations of this kind aſide, / 
it is- ſufficient to lead you to the view of facts, the 
Itxport of which can neither he controverted, nor 
miſtaken. This is, indeed, the great advantage of 
hiftory, that it is a mirrour which holds up mankind 
to their own view, For, in all ages, human nature 
has been the ſame. In the circte of worldly affairs, | 
the ſame characters and ſituations are perpetually re- 
turning; and in the follics and patent the vices add 
ctimes, of the generations That are paſt, we read thoſe 
of the preſent. JJ i ow Se fd: 
Attend, then, to the inftance now before us; 
and conceive, if you can, a perfon more thoroughly 
_ wretched, than one reduced to make this humiliating 
_ confeſſion, that though ſurrounded with power, opu- 
lence and pleaſure, he was loſt to all * 
through the fierceneſs cf his reſentment; and was at 
that moment ſtung by diſa 3 and torn by 
katze, beyond what he could bear. All M availeth . 
| me nithing, fs lon 1 for Md, the Yow ating 
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' Proſperity, he is rendered miſerable, ſolely by 
pointed pride, every ordinary motive for communica- 
tion ceaſes, Nothing- but the violence of anguiſh, 
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man's within himſelf, it would have been a ſufficient 


diſcovery of his miſery. But when we conſider it a3 
a a confeſſion which he makes to others, it is a pre of 


that his miſery was become inſupportable. For ſuch 
agitations of the mind every man ſtrives to conceal, 


becauſe he Krows they diſhonour him. Other griefs 


and ſorrows; he can, with freedom, pour out to 3 
confident. What he ſuffers from the injuſtice or 


_ malice of the world, he is not aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge. But when his ſuffering ariſes from the bad 


diſpoſitions of his own heart ; when, 'in the height of 


can drive him to confeſs a paſſion which renders him 
odious, and a weakneſs which renders him deſpicable. 


To what extremity, in particular, muſt he be reduc- 


at the King's gate. Had this been a ſoliloquy of Ha- 


iſap- | 


/ — . 


ed, before he can diſcloſe to his own family.he infa- 


mous ſecret of his miſery ? In the eye of his family 


every man wiſhes to appear reſpeQable, and to co- 


ver from their knowledge whatever may vilify or de- 


grade him. Attacked or reproached abroad, he 
conſoles himſelf with his importance at home; an 


in domeſtic attachment and reſpeQ, ſeeks for ſome 


ccmpenſation for the injuſtice of the world. Judge, 
then, of the degree of torment which Haman end ur- 


| ed, by its breaking through all theſe reſtraints, and 
forcing him to publiſh his ſhame' before thoſe, from - 
| whom all men ſeek. moſt to hide it. How ſevere mult 


have been the conflift which he underwent within 


* himſelf, before he called together his wife and all his | 
friends for this purpoſe ! How dreadful the agany he 


ſuffered at the moment of his confeſſion, when, to 


Sa 


diſtreſs! 


* 


1 Aſſemble all he evils which poverty, diſcaſe or vio- 
* levce can ja, and their tings will be found by far 


the aſtoniſhed compaiy, he laid open the cauſe of his 


a 
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lefs pungent, than thoſe which ſuch guilty paſſions  * 
dart into the heart. Amidſt the ordinary calamities be 
of the world, the mind can exeit its powers, and ſug- 
gel relief: And the mind is properly the man; the 
ufferer, and his ſufferings, can be diſtinguiſhed, 
But thoſe diſorders of paſſion, by ſeizing directly on 
the mind, attack human nature in its ſtrong hold, and- 
cut off its laſt reſource. They penetrate to the very 
ſeat of ſenſation z and convert all the powers of 
thought into inſtruments of torture. SE: 
Let us remark, in the event that is now before us, 
the awful hand of God; and admire his juſtice, in 
thus making the ſinner's own wickedneſs to reprove 
bim, and bis backſlidings te corre bim. Scepticks rea- 
ſon in vain againſt the reality of divine government, 
It is not a ſubject of diſpute. It is a fac which car- 
ties the evidence cf ſenſe, and diſplays itſelf before 
our eyes. We ſee the Almighty manifeſtly purſurng 
the ſinner with evil. We fee him conneQting with 
every ſingle deviation from duty, thoſe wcunds of the 
ſpirit which occaſion the moſt exquiſite torment. He 
hath not merely promulgated his laws now, and de- 
layed the diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments un- 


Ry 


til a future period of being. But the ſanctions of his 
laws already take place; their effects appear; and with 
ſuch infinite wiſdom are they contrived, as to require 
no other executioners of juſtice againſt the Gnnex, 
than his own guilty paſſions. God needs not come 
forth from his ſecret place, in order to bring him to 
puniſhment. He a not call thunder down from 
the heavens, nor raiſe any miniſter of wrath from 
tze abyſs below. He needs only ſay, Ephraim is 
J ioined ta his idols ; let him alone: And, at that inſtant, 
the ſinner becomes his own tormentor. The infernal 
fire begins, of itſelf, to kindle within him. The 
worm that never dies, ſeizes on his heart. 
Let us remuck alſo, from this example, how im» 
perſectiy we can judge from external appearances, 
338 | Hf Taoncerning 
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concerning real happineſs or miſery. ' All Perſia, it 


the empire; while yet, at the moment of which we 
now treat, there was not within its bounds, one more 


thoroughly wretched. We are ſeduced, and deceiy- 
ed by that falſe glare which proſperity ſqmetimes 


throws around bad men. We are tempted to imi- 
tate their crimes, in order to partake of their ima- 
gined felicity. But remember Haman, and beware 


of the ſnare. Fhink not, when-yap beheld a page- 


ant of grandeur diſplayed to public view, that you 
diſcern the enſign of certain happineſs. In order to 
form any juſt concluſion, you muſt follow the great 
man into the retired apartment, where he lays aſide 
his diſguiſe... You muſt not only be able to perietrare 
into the interiour of families, but you muſt have a 
faculty- . hich you can took into the inſide of 

hearts. Were you endowed with ſuch a power; you 

would moſt commonly behold: good men, in propor- 


would behold atrocious ſinners, always 
„ . ol 
Unjuſt are our complaints, of the promiſcous di- 

ſtribution made by Providence, of its favours among 
men. From ſuperficial views ſuch complaints ariſe. 
The diſtribution of the goods of fortune, indeed, 
may often be promiſcuous; that is, diſproportined 

to the moral characters of men; but the allotment 
of real happineſs is never ſo. For to the wicked there 

is no peace. They are like the troubled ſea when it can- 
not refl. They travel with pain all their days. Trouble 
and anguiſh prevail againſt them. Terrours moke tem 
afraid on every ſide. A dreadful ſound is in their e iri, 
and they are in great fear where no fear ig. Hither- 


tion to their goodneſs, ſatisfied and of yon 
reſtleſs and 


to we have conſidered Haman under the character of 


a very wicked man, tormented by criminal paſſions. 
Let us do conſider him, merely as a child of fortune, 


| a proſperous man of the world; and proceed to 
| obſerve. 55 e 


II. How . 
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Il. How unavailing worldly proſperity is, ſince, 
in the midft of it, a fingle dilappointment is ſufficient © 
to embitter all its pleaſures, We might at firſt imma- 


_ gine, that the natural effect of proſperity would be 
to defuſe over the mind a prevailing ſatisfaction, 
which the leſſer evils of life could agtrufle or diſturb. 


We might expeQ, that as one in the full glow 


of health, deſpiſes inclemency of - weather ; ſo 
one in poſſeſſion of all the advantages of high power 

and ſtation, ſhould difregard flight injuries; and at 
perſect eaſe within himſelf, ſhovid view, in the moſt 
_ favourable light, the behaviour of others around 
him. ſuch effects would indeed follow, in worldjy 
Proſperity contained in itſelf the true principles of 


buman felicity. But as it poſſeſſes them not, the 
very reverſe of thoſe conſequences generally obtains. 
' Proſperity debilitates, inſtead of ſtrengthening - the 


mind. Its moſt common effect is, to create an ex- 


treme ſenſibility to the ſlighteſt wound. It foments 
impatient deſires; and raiſes expectations which no 
ſucceſs can ſatisfy. It foſters a falſe delicacy; which 


oe ſickens in the midſt of indulgence. By repeated 


gratification, it blunts the feelings of men to what is 


 pleafirg ; and leaves them unhappily acute to what- 


ever is uneaſy. Hence, the gale which another would 
ſcarcely feel, is to the proſperous, a rude tempeſt. 
Hence, the reſe-leaf doubled below them on the 
couch, as is told of the effeminate Sybarite, breaks 


their reſt. Hence, the diſreſpeQ ſhown by Morde- 


cai, preyed with ſuch violence on the heart of Ha- 


man. Upon no principle cf reaſon can we aGgn\a 


ſufficient cauſe for all the diſtreſs which this incident 
occaſioned to him. The cauſe lay not in the exter- 
ternal incidert. It lay within himſelf ; it aroſe from 


a mind diſtemptred by proſperity. 


Let this exemple corre that blind eagernehs, with - 


which we ruſh to the chace of worldly greatneſs and 


| honours, I ſay not, that it hould alogetber divers | 


—_— 
9 PTY - 
_ * 
32 
1 g 
» 
. * 


. . 


f Ha- 
Gigna 


ncident 


exter- 


ſe from 
b, witk 


eſs and 
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at a peaceable old age. He 


__ethwhatis 


conditions and ranks of men, the balance of happineſs | 
is preſerved in a great meaſure equal; and that the 
high and low, the rich and the poor, approach, in' 


point of real enjoyment, much nearer to each other, 


nn . * 
— 9 y * 
- — 


us Jon purſuing them; ſince, when enjoyed with 
temperance and wiſdom, they may doubtleſs Both en- 
large our utility, and contribute to our comfort. But 
let it teach us not to over-rate them. Let it con- 


vince us, that unleſs we add to them the neceſſary 


cCorrectives of piety and virtue, they are, by them 


ſelves, more likely to render us wretched, than * 


make us happy. 8 
Let the memorable fate of Haman ſuggeſt to us 


alſo, how often, beſides corrupting the mind, and 


engendering internal miſery, they lead us among 


precipices, and betray us into ruin. At the moment 


when fortune ſeemed to ſmile upon him, with the 
moſt ſerene and ſettled aſpect ſhe was digging in ſe- 
cret the pit for his fall. Proſperi | 
round his head the web of diſtruction. Succeſs in- 
flamed bis pride; pride increaſed his thirſt of revenge; 
the revenge. which, for the ſake of one man, he 
ſought to execute on a whole nation, incenſed the 


ty was weaving #- 


Queen; and he is doomed to ſuffer the ſame death 


which he had prepared for Mordecai.—Had Hamann 


remained in a private ſtation, he might have arrived 


not ſay, a good or happy man, yet probably far leſs 
guilty, and less wretched, than when placed at the 


head bf the greateſt empire in the Eaſt. Who kndw- 


in this life, all be 50 . 
Vain liſe, 2 — ; fy F: ? 


An extenſive contemplation of _ abe, will 
lead us to this concluſion, That among the different 


than is commonly imagired. In the lot of mah, 


mutual compenſations both of pleafure and of pain, 
univerſall 
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"take place. Providence never intended, 
e ere 3 * 3 happy 
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might have been, I ſhalt 8 
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more numerous, and more lively, in the ber dew 


; in opulence increaſes, our gratifications, it increaſes, 
Jt che poor are confined to a more narrow. circle, 
| JatisfaRions, Which, after all the refinements of art, 


to be coveted on the one hand, nor to be dreaded on 


- attentive to preſerve our virtue, and to improve our 
| _ than to gain the doubtful aud equivocal ad- 


ang aſide his high p erity; viewing him ſimply as a 
0 — is bigh from his hiſtory. py 
l. How: weak baman nature is, which, in the © 


| Homage? Wonld:the 
chunt the leſs magnificent, thy palace-lefs ſplendid, 
or thy retinue leſs numerous? Could rhe! diſr 


misbry King? In the midſt ef a thouſand ſubmiſſive 


| ceaſe from 


Te n 


05 the p, 
or [entirely miſerable. If the. 


partments of life, ſuch alſo are thoſe of pain. If 
neſs — hae our vanity, it multiplies our dangers. 


in the ſame proportion, our deſires avd - demands. 
Jet within that circle lie moſt of thoſe natural 


are found to be the moſt genuine and true. In a 
2 therefore, where there in neither ſo much 


the other, as at firſt appears, How ſubmiſſive ought 
we. to be to the diſpoſal of Providence! How tem- 
perate in our deſires and purſuits! How much more 


of worldly. profperity But now, layi 
aſide the-cortideration of Haman's great erimes; = ; 


to create to . 


PEN nn thire, — 1 to — 
it have been on that ac- 


firanger diſhonour the favourite of 


of an joy 


courtiers, was one fullen countenance © an 9 
thy notice, or of t l 
we behold too juſt a "If 
within curfeives. We never 
what: it. SD world 
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* ge out 7255 ineſs.. A Ace 
ſeems to appear, ing al the gate. . Seme n 


leaſt has unreaſonably aggrayated, corrodes us in 


us not bing : e while . we are. inceflantly com— 


make that vanity, 15 we Increaſe. thoſe evils. 


jedi arcund us, our Ingenuny foley appears in con- 
venting them 1 into miſery. 


Let it not x thought, that troubles of this kind . 
are incident only io 5 1 and the mighty. \ Though | | 
2 perbaps, from t 

ſions, are ** harly erpgſed to them; pet the dif- 
caſe.” Lg belongs to human nature, and ſpreads 
thaough all ranks. In the humble _ 
ade of private life, diſcontent broods over its 
E ſorrows; preys upon the citizen, no leſs. 
than upon the courtier ; and often nouriſhes.pa 
equally malignant in the cottage and in the palace. 
aving once ſeized the mind, it ſpreads its own gloom 
over every ſurrounding ob objet; z it every where ſearch- - 
es Gut materials for itſelf ;- and in no direction more > 
frequently employs its unhappy activity, than in - wan 


ing diviſions amongſt mankind, 8 in magnify 

light provocations into mortal injuries. Thoſe ll 
created miſeries, imaginary in the — 3h 171 * in 
the ſuffering, will be found to form a proportion of 
human evils, not inferiour, either, in fer 
number, to all that we endure from the att. 58 oi 
calamities of life. In fituations where much comfory  . 
might be enjoyed, this man's ſupetiority, and that 
man's negleQ, our . jealouſy « of a friend, y batred 
of a rival, an imagined affront, or a miſtaken point 

of honour, allow us no repoſe. diſcords..i ID. 


families, * 5 and wars amn 


J 


8 


which our fancy, ,has either en e 3 
and until that be removed, all that Wee enjoy pany ol * 


{killed in the art of extraQting | happineſs from the, ob-: 5] 


intemperance of their paſ- | 


1 l he vanity god the evils of human life, we. 
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nations. Hence, Haman miſerable in the midſl of al 


that yreatneſs could beſtow. Hence, mulizedes in 
the 1 . obſcure ſtations, for whom' Providence 


in their petty broils, nor fels tormented by their paſ- 


fnons,” than if princely honours were the prize for 


which they contended. $i - 
"Fxom this train of obſeryation, which the Text 
has ſuggeſted, can be avoid reflecting upon the diſ- 
order in which human nature plainly appears at pre- 
ſent to lie? We have beheld, in Haman, the pic- 
ture of that miſery which» ariſes from evil paſſions; - 
of that unhappineſs, which is incident to the higheſt | 
proſperity; ot that diſcontent, which is common to 
every ſtate. Whether we conſider him as a bad 
man, a Pprofperous men, or fimple as a man, in 
every light we behold reaſon too weak for paſſion. ' 
This is the ſource of the reigning evil; this is the 
root of the univerſal difeaſe. The ſtory of Haman 
only fhows us, what human nature has too generally 
appeared to be in every age. Hence, when we read 
| the hiſtory of nations, hat do we read but the hiſto- 
ry of the follies and crimes of men? We may dig- 


nify thoſe recorded tranſaQtions, by calling them the | 


. Intrigues of ſtateſmen, and the exploits of conquer- 
ours; but they are, in truth, no other than the efforts, 
of diſcontent to eſcapsfrom its miſery, and the ſtrug- 


| A gles of contending paſſions among unhappy men. The 


Hiſtory of mankind has been a continued tragedy; the 
world, a great theatreexhibiting the ſame repeated ſcene, 
of the follies of men ſhooting forth into guilt, and of 
theirpaſſionsfermenting, by a quick proceſs, into miſery. 
But can we believe, that the nature of man came 


orth in this ſtate, from the hands of its-gracious Crea- 


ter? Did he frame this world, and ftore it with inha- 
 tants, ſolely that it might be repleniſhed with crimes 
and misfortunes -In the moral, as well as in the na- 
_ tural world, we may plainly diſcern the figns of ſore 
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violent conyulſion, which has ff thanered the ori ginal 
_workmarthip of the Alm ghty.. 


midſt this "wreck 
of human nature, traces ſtill, remain which indicate its 


Aut hor. Thoſe high powers of conſcience and tea ſon, 
that capacity for happiveſs,. that ardour of enterprizes. - | 
that glow of affe tion, which "ie break through the 
gloom of human vanity and guilt, are like the ſcat- 


tered columns, the broken arches, and defaced ſculp- 
tures of ſome fallen temple, whoſe ancient ſplendour 
appears ami dſt its ruin e. So conſpicuous in human 
nature are thoſe chara ders, both - of a high origin, 


ard of a'degruded tate, that, by many religious ſeQs 

throughout the earth, they haye been ſeen and con- 

| feſſed. A tradition ſeems to have prevaded almoſt alt 
rations, that the human race had either through ſome - 


offence forfeit ed, or thropgh ſome -misfortune. loſt, 
that ſtation of pra onour which they once 


poſſeſſed. But while, from this doctrine, ill, under- 
ſtcod, and involved in many fabulous tales, ide nat 
ons wanderin in, Pagan darkneſs geuld draw. Do con- 
| ſequences t 
the nature of the diſeaſe, they ſought in vain fer 1 
| remedy; : the fame divine N bas f E 


that were jut; while, totally ignorant of 


formed us in what 1 manner our apoſtacy aroſe, from 
the, abufe of out rational powers, has inſtructed us 


alſo Act tht we A Þ be * i” pe mod 19 hapgi- 
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orders of our heart and paſſions, In this view, 


nage, who deſcended i into this world, on pyr po 
the hehe and the life of den: | who Laer 
_ Hels of grace and truth,” to repair the 
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| which this Abe 17 eſforation ous — 
nature, and the tecoyer of our: (Heng 0 Where 
ble and grateful minds, let us apply io thoſe medici- 
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zaths which' we are left to tread, 
2 to our on underftanding. 


and the 


* aid, let us earneſtly pray, that from him may deſcend 
vine light to guide our ſteps,” and divine ſtrength to 
fortify our minds. Let, us prays that h's grace may 


I keep'us ſtom all intemperate paſſi ons, and miſtaken 
pur ſdits vf pleaſure ; that, Ire it ſhall be his will 
do give or to deny ys earthly proſperity, he ogy bleſs 
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ſeducing a 
le& what others have ſuffered from the power o 
headſtrong deſite. If you allow any paſſion, ever . * 


\ _— of ſuch: ſignal 
the Text treats. 
many do, that, becauſe your paſſions have not hus- 


them We tits e 
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. 4 ue eser ww — 
| _ unacquainted with the wortd and its ſnares, when 
pleaſure-enchants with its ſmile, and every ob- 


every 
ject ſhines with the gloſs of novelty ; beware of the 
nces which ſurround you, and recol 


though it be eſteemed innocent, to acquire an abar- 
lute aſcendant, your inward peace will be impaired. 


But if any, which has the taint of guilt, take early: _ 


poſſeſſipn of your-mind, you may date from«that ma- 
ment the ruin of your tranquillity... Nor with the 


ſeaſon. of youth does the end: Fo the impe 


tuoſity of youthful deſire, ſucceed* the more ſober. 4 


8 attachments of 


| malignant 
of if which ought to be — 
— finſt to the laſt of man's abode on earth, 
the diſcipline navſt; never 3 — thi - 
heart from the dominion of paſſion. 


en dafininy math- not made foo avis. They 


_ exceed: his ſphere. They find no adequate 
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— only ip. ; 
Think not, a I am afraid too 


ried you into attrocious they haye therefore 
wrought no miſchief, and have left no ſting behind 
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years 3 when the paſſions which are conmmected wum 


10 On the Diſorders of the Fuss. 
rently trival, gratifications, the heart is often tho: 
roughly corrupted, as by the commiſſicn of any one 
of thoſe enormous crimes * ſprang from great 

ambition, or great revenge. Habit gives the paſſions 

= . i ſtrength, while the abſence of glaring guilt ſeemingly 
jiouſtißes them; and, unawakened by remorſe, the 
| - ſinner proceeds in his courſe, till he wax bold in 

_ guilt, and duccate? ripe for ruin. For by gradual 

and latent ſteps, the d.ſtruction of our virtue, advan- 

> ces. Did the evil unveil itſelf at the beginning; 
dd the ſtorm which is to overthrow cur peace, dif- 
cover, as it roſe, all its horrours, precautions would 

4 more frequendy be taken againſt it. But we are im- 
% _ perceptably betrayed; and from one licentious at- 

tachment, one criminal paſſion; are, by a train of 

conſequences, drawn on to another, till the govern- 
ment of our minds is irrecoverably loſt. The entic- 
ing and the cdious paſſions are, in this reſpeQ, ſimi- 
lar in their proceſs; and though by different roads, 
condud᷑t at laſt to the ſame iſſue. David, when he 

Fiſt beheld Bathſheba, did not plan the death of 

„ Uriah. Haman was not delivered up all at once to 

the madneſs of revenge. His paſſions roſe with the 

.  - Tifing tide of proſperity ; and pride completed. what 

. = Proſperity began. W hat was originaly no more than 

diſpleaſure at Mordecai's diſreſpect, increaſed with 

oY invitation he received to the banquet of the 
| Queen; till it impelled him to deviſe t he ſlaughter 
of a. whole nation, and ended in a degree of rage, 
which confounded his reaſon, and hurried him to 

ruin. In this manners every criminal paſſion, in its 
progreſs, ſwells and blackens; and what was at. firſt 
a ſmall cloud, ſuch as the Prophet's ſervant ſaw, 
10 bigger than man's. hand, riſing from the ſea, is 

| Joon found to carry the tempeſt in its womb. 
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is diſpenſed to man, affords conſpicuous proofs 
of divine wiſdom. In man 


ſphere too high for his preſent powers: He is there- 
D to * only in purt; amd te ſee 
through a glaſs, darkly. He is left in that ſtate of 
conjecture, and partial information, which, though 
tr may occaſionally ſubject him to diſtreſs, yet, n 
the whole, 'conduces moſt to his im i 
affords him knowledge ſufficient for 
virtue, and: of active life, without diftorbing*the _ 
operations: of his mind, by a light too bright and 
_ dazzling: This evidentiy holds, with reſpett to that 
decree of obſurity which now covers the grear la s 


vement; wit 


the purpoſes ol 


of Nature, the decrees- of the Supreme Being, the 


| Nate of the inviſible world, the future events of our 
don life, and the thoughts and deſigns which: paſs. 


within the breaſts of others. 


But there is an ignorance of another kind, with re- 


ſpect to which, the application of this remarkimay 


appear mere dubious ; the ignorsges under which, 
men labour concerning their happineſs in the preſent  - 
life, and the means of attaining it. If there be ſoun- 
&.dation' for Solomon's complaint in the 'Tex', _ 


TRE 
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inſtances we Clearly | 
perceive, that either more or leſs would have proved 
detrimental to his ſtate; that entire .ignorance would 
| have deprived him of proper motives to action; and 
that complete diſcovery would have raiſed him tq a 
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"Who Inoweth what is good for man in this life, all the 
, days of his vain ſiſe, which be ſpendeth as a ſhadow ® 
Tu meafure according to which knowledge 


LES 


= . is. 7 mon in this life? this con- 
2 ma * ght inevitably to follow, That 
e-muſt be in exery ſenſe not 
eauſe they are flectir gy u they ar are 
empty too, like the ſhadow. For, to what purpoſe. 
are all his labours in the ür of an object, which 
it is not in his Power to diſcover or aſcertain ? Let 
ys ho ſeriouſly y enquire, what acconnt can be iven 
| our prefent rniorance, reſpeQi pecing what is for 
us in this life; whether nothing be left, but only to 
Vander in wy wa amid i this darkneſs, and to 
* it as the {ad conſequence of our fallen ſiate; 
or whether ſuch inſtructions may not be derided 
from it, as givg. ground far acknowledging, tha by 
this, as by all its other appoimments, the, wiſdom of 
Providence brings real good aut. of ſeeming evil. 4 
ſhall, in anger, to. determine this point, firſt, en- 
deavgur tg illuſtrate. the doQrine of the Text, That = 
we know not, or at moſt know imperfeQly, what is 
— for us in Woe 1 ſhall. next explain the cauſes - 
t0,which- this defect in our knowledge is owing; 
And, then ſhall ſhow, the purpoſes which it was in- 
tended to, ſerve, ang, the effeQs which it ought 0 
produce on gur candu 
Tu Whole hiſtory of man tial ſeems a. comment N 
: on.the doftrine of the Text. When we review-the” 
_ courſe. of human affairs, one of the firſt. objeQs 
which cxery where atiraQs our, notice, is, the miſe 
12 judgment of men concerni ys own intereſt, 
hat ore evil, which Solomon remarked 
E reſpeQ to riches, of iheir . 1 by 2 
ners tler ee to their Ms takes "yy he "Hp : 
to dominion power, he IPL | 
99 885 e and e ſtations of life. We every pare 
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more 8 and their L. more conſpicuous. But 


Apes high n. the deQrine of $a Fork, | 
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— bring forth, the greater part uf every — 5 


they are inceflantly . 
ve diſcern, by their behaviour, that they 
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parents 
the young, and the admiration of the old: And: = of 
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ained; and in the misfortunes: which they aſter- 
may think themſelves little concerned. Leaving fuch 


themes, -therefore, to the poet and the biſtorian, let 


us come nearer to curſelves, and furvey the: ne *» 
walk of life. ; "NY 
where dehold a nie or wulti- 


Around us, we every 
tude. Reſtleſs and uneaſy in their 
it; and, r | 


change of 


ſatisfied as t 2 of find a dee The 


to habe found-a paradiſe, they find à defert. + The 
man of buſineſs pines: for re; The leiſure ur 


and, 


which he had longed, proves an irkſome 
* ſickens, . 


through want of employment, he langui 


and dies. The man of retirement: — ſtate to 


be ſo happy, a8 that of active life. But be bas 
not engaged long in the tumults and conteſts of the 


world; umill he finds cauſe to look back with regret * 
dn the calm hours of his former privacy and retreat: 


B auty, wit; eloquence, .: and fame; ate egerly de 
perſons in every rank of life- en 
fondeſt with for his: child; the ambition of * | 


in what! numberleſs inſtances: have they proved, to 


fares; ſeductions to. vice, inſti gations to folly, a 
in * end, fources A 6A Comſortably & vo 
8 have paſſed, had they been leſs conſpicu- 


the. diſtinionswhich bought them forth © I 
— notice, conferred : 


; and withdrew haps + 
pinaſa. Long life is, of all others, the: moſt ge- 
neral, and ſeemingly the moſt innocent, object of de · 
ſire. With reſpect io this too, we ſo freqpently err, 
that it would have been a bleſſing to many 0 have 
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in peace. But by livirg too Jong, they outlived their 
reputation; outlived' their family, their friends, and 
comforts; and reaped nothing from the continuance 
of days, except to feel the preſſure of age, to taſte the 
wegs of life, and to behold a wider compaſs of human 
miſery. 
Man walketh in @ vain | fhow.. His fears are often 
23 vain as his wiſhes: As what flattered him in ex- 
pectation, frequently wounds him in poſſeflion ; ſo 
+ the event to which he looked forward with an anxi- 
ous and fearful eye, has often, when it arrived, laid 
jũts terrours aſide; nay, has brought in its train un- 
expected bleſſings. Both good and evil are beheld at 
u diſtance, through a perſpeQive which deceives. 
. + {Phe colcurs of objects when nigh, are entirely dif- 
| ferent. from what. they * when. they were 
* viewed 1 in futurity. 


Tu fact then bein undoubtedly certain, that it 


is common for men to be deceived in their proſpects 


of happineſs, let us next enquire into the cauſes of 
at deception. Let us attend to thoſe peculiar cir- 
cumſtances in dur ſtate, which render us ſuch in- 
competent judges of future good or evil in this life. 
Firſt, We are not ſufficiently acquainted with our- 
ſelves, to foreſee our future feelings. We judge by 
the ſenſations ofthe preſent. moment: and, 2 fervour 
of defire, pronounce confidently concerning the deſir- 
| on jet. But we reflect not, that our minds, like 
— unde rgo great alteration from the ſituati- 
1 As into which they are thrown, and the progreſſive 
| Rages of life through which they paſs. Hence, con- 
_ eerning any condition which is yet untied, we conjecs 
. ture with much uncertainty. In imagination, we car» 
ry cur preſent wants, inclinations, and fentiments, 
into the ſtate of life to which we alpire. But no ſcon- 
er have we entered on it, than our ſentiments and 


inchnatione change. New vants and defires ariſe.; 


© Farther, As we are i | 
will ariſe from the combination of our circumſtances 
gnorant of * 


= 
n 
2 


4 
we a 
—* 


| Crt and Boil 0 Life *-. * on 


new objects are required to gratify.therwz and by con- 
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ſequence cur old difſatisfaQion returtis;' and the void, | 


which was to have been filled; remains as great as it 


of e 
happineſs, yet 


ns before. 


But, next, ſuppoſing our Knowled, 
- ſufficient to direct us in the choice 


-Nill we are liable to err, from our ignorancè of the con- 


nections which ſubſiſt between our own condition and 


that of others: No individual can be happy, unleſs 


the circumſtance of thoſe around him be fo adjuſted 


as to conſpire with his intereſt.” For, in human foci- 
ety, no happineſs or miſery ſtands unconnected and in- 
dependent. Our fortunes are interwoven by threads 
innumerable. We touch one another on all ſides. 
One man's mis fortune or ſucceſs, his wiſdom or his 
folly, often, by its conſequences, reaches through 
multitudes. Such a ſiſtem is fat too complicated for 
our arrangement. It requires adjuſtments beyond our 
| ſkill and power, It is a chaos of events, imo which 


our '% e cannot pierce ; and is capable of regulation, 


of each to all. 536 


+ of 'the ever id 


with thoſe of others, ſo we are equally i 


him who perceives at one glance the relation <4 | 


the influence which the preſent- Hanſactions of our 


life may have upon thoſe which are future. The im- 
good for a man one 


portant queſtion-is not, What is 
day; but what is good for him all the days 5 life ? 


Not, what will yield him a few ſcattered pleaſures; 


but what will render his life happy on the whole a- | 


mount And is he able to anſwer that queſtion,” who I 
— ”. knoweth not what one day may bring forth; who cau- ; 


not tell, whether the events of it may not branch out 


imo "conſequences, Which will aſſume a direction 
quite oppoſite to that in which they ſet forth, and 1 
ſſpread themielves over all his life to come? There 
2 in not 11 Fe * ; 
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edchain of incidents, each link of which hangs upon 


-the former. The tranfition from cauſe to effect, n "1 


event to event, is often carried on by ſecret ſteps, which 
ble to trace. Evil may, at ſome future period, bring 


forth good; and good may bring forth evil, both e- 
con- 
tinued to lojter under his father's. fond indulgence, he 


- [qually novice] Had — Joſeph, 


might have lived an obſcure and inſignificant life, 


From the pit andthe priſon, aroſe the incidents which 


made him the , of F and a W 
father's houſe. 

Laſtly, Suppoſing 7 other incapacity Fade 
moved, our ignorance 0 ngers to pan te our 
ſpiritual tate is expoſed, — Angel u * judg- 
mg ſoundly concerning our true ineſs. 


ultimately refers to that immortal world, 


= Parent. We are as incompetent judges of the mea- 

| * neceſſary to be purſved for thivend, as children 
are, of the proper conduct to be held in their educa- 
tion. We foreſee. the dapgers of our ſpiritual, ſtill 


| lefs than we do thoſe of our natural ſtate ; becauſe 


we are leſs attentive to trace them. We are ſtill more 


_ expoſed to vice than to miſery ; becauſe the cunſi- 


dence which we place in virtue, is yet worſe 


Mai, The life: of every man is a continn bk 


our ſore ſicht cannot divine, and our ſagacity is una - 


reſts, than thoſe of the preſent world, are now 
ding. All that is done or ſuffered us here, a 

which 

: $090 men are trained up, under the care of an Almigh- 


| tounded than that which we/ place in our wiſdow. 


Can you eſteem him proſper 
ſituation which flatters his 
his principles, diſorders. his. temper, and, finally, o- 


verſets his virtue? In the ardour of purſui, how ur- 
tle are theſe effects foreſeen? And yet, how. oſten 


are they accompliſhed, by a change of condition ? 


| Latent corruptions are called forth; ſeeds.of guilt are 
quicke ne- into fe: nn,, 
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Who is raiſed to a 
but which corrupt 8 
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little he ſees through a a cloud. Ignorant of the alte- 

ration which his ſentiments and defires will under 
from new ſituations in life; ignorant of the conſe- 
quences which will follow from the combination of | 
t his circumſtances with thoſe of others around him; 
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for the fatal culture of proſperity, 


hoes | Good eee ie Life. „ 266M 
> wag never 'have ſeep the light, How often is man, 


boaſtful as hie is of reaſon, merely the e * 3 * 


forture; formed, and moulded, by the incidems of 


ple, than it ſeemed to taint his nature. He commit- 


Fw © 


ted the crimes of which, at a diſtance, he believed bs 
| himſelf | ble ; and became the bloody tyrants . 


whoſe character bis ſoul once abhorred. 


Sven "then in preſent is man; thus incapable of . 
pronouncing with 5 de l concerning his own good 


or evil. Gf futurity he diſcerns little ; and even thgt 


Bis life ?—Hazzel, when * A Na man, 2975 - 
the thoug bts of „ 415 ay the young 2 
with the, fevord, ſaid the Prophet : bou ſbak 475 5 
chilaren, N rip up the women with 4 kt 


| vant a. , replied Hazael, that he ſhould do the 2275 5 
no ſooner. was he cloathed with the 2 25 pur- 


t of the inſſuence which the preſent may have "Ml 


on the future events of his life; ignorant of the effe 
which a change of condition "may produce, on his 


moral character, and his eternal intereſts; hom can 


he know what is good for bim all the days of his van 
. which he ſpendeth as @ ſhadow ? 90 
Inſtead of only lamenting this ignorance, ug, 
in the laſt place, conſider how it ought to be improv- 
ed; what duties it ſuggeſts, and what wiſe end ti 
was intended by Providence to promote. 
I. I. Ir this 28 teach us * proceed with au- 
Sion, thr E a world where ey! 
fo frequently lurks under th „ To be 
humble. and modeſt in ion, to 1 1 an 
attentive in conduct, to Alu fair appearances, and 
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"darkneſs of our preſent ſtate ſhould ſtrongly incul- 
cate. God hath appointed our ſituation to be ſo am- 
biguous, in order both to call forth the exertion of 
' thoſe intelligent powers which he hath given us, and 
to enforce our dependence on his gracious aid. 

i not in man that walketh, to dirc his ſteps. Sur- 
rounded with ſo many bewildering paths, among 
. which the wiſeſt are ready to ſtray, how earneſtly 
ſhould we implore, and how thankfully ſhoold we 
receive, that divine illumina-ion which is promiſed 


in ſcripture to the pious and the humble! The ſecret 
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F the Lord is with them that fear Aim. He will guide 
| them with his council, He will teach them the way 
. that they ſbould chuſe. But what muſt be the fate of 
him, who amidſt all the dangers attending human 
conduct, neither looks up to Heaven for direction, 
nor properly exerts that reaſon which God hath' given 
him? it to the moſt diligent enquirer, it proves ſo 
dificult a taſk to diſtinguiſh true good, from thoſe- 
fallacious appearances with which it. is ever blended, 
| How ſhould he diſcover it, who brings neither pati- 

- ence nor attention to the ſearch ; who applies to no 
other counſellor than preſent pleaſyre, and, with a 
raſh and credulous mind, delivers himſelf up to every 
"ſuggeſtion of deſire? 0 
Ibis admonition I particularly direct to thoſe, 
who are in a period of life too often charaQerized' 
by forward preſumption, and headlong pur ſuii. The 
ſelf- conceit of the young, is the great ſource of thoſe 
dangers to which they ate expoled; and it is pecu- 
larly unfortunate; that the age which ſtands moſt 
in need. of the council of the wiſe, ſhould be the 
moſt prone to contemn it. Confident in the opini- 
ons which they adopt, and in the meaſures they pur- 
ſue, they ſeem as if they underſtood Solomon to ſay, 
not, Whe tnoweth, but, Who is ignorant of what is 
Sead for man all the days of his life? The blifs to be 

e imed at, is, in their opinion, fully appearant. It 
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© 45 not the danger of miſtake, but the failure of ſuc- 
| ceſs, which they dread. Activity to ſeize, not ſa- 


are not thoſe fatal _ ſufficient to admoniſh you 


tree which bare fruit fair to the eye, but mortal in 
its effects, how much more in this fallen ſtate, may 


in conducting our purſſ 
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gacity to diſcern, is the only requiſite which they 
value. How long fhall it be, ere the fate of your 
predeceſſors in the ſame courſe, teach you wiſdom? 

How long ſhall the experience of all ages, continue to 
lift its voice to you in vain? Reholding, the ocean 
on which you 'are embarked, covered with wrecks, 


of the hidden rock ? if in paradife elf, there was a 


ſuch — appearances be expected to abound! 
'The whole ſtate of Nature is now become a ſcene of 
deluſion to the ſenſual mind. Hardly any thing is 


what it appears to be: And what flatters moſt, is 


always fartheſt from reality. There are voices which 
ſing around you; but whoſe ſtrains allure to ruin. 
There is a banquit ſpread, where poiſon is in every 


diſh. There is a couch which invites you to repoſe; 


but to ſlumber upon it, is death. In fach a fitvation,' 


| be not bigb minded but fear; Loet ſobriety temper 


your unwary ardour. Let modeſty check your raſr 
preſumption, ' Let wiſdom be the offspring of ey 


 HeQtion now, rather than the fruit of bitter experi- 


ence hereafter. e gs” cg e 
II. La r our ignorance of what is good or evil, 


correct anxiety about worldly ſucceſs. As raſhneſs 


is the vice of youth, the oppoſite extreme of immode- 


rate care is the vice of advancing years. The doc- 
*trine which I have illuſtrated, is equally adapted ſor 


checking both. Since we are ſo often betrayed into 


evil, by the miſtaken purſuit of good care and atten- 
tion are requiſite, both in forming obr choice, and 
nit; but ſince our "attention 
and care are liable to he fo often furſtrated, Ry 
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od and evil, is nut ſuch as to fu percede pu 


* conduct: For wiſdom is ſtill —— to RY 75 
4 far 4. light exceNeth darkneſs. But it is that de- 


gree of uncettaintv, which ougut to render us tempe- 


Tate in purſuit ; which ought to calm the pe rtus ba- 
tion of hope and fear, any to cure the pain of anxiety. - 

Anxiety is the poiſon of human life. It. is the parent 
of many fins, and of more mileries.. In a world 


Where every thing is ſo doubtful; where you. may 


may be appointed, and be bleſt in the diſappoint- 


ment; what means this reſtleſs flir and commetion 
of mind f Can your ſolicitude aher the courſe, or 
unravel the intricacy of human events? Can your . 
| a pierce through the cloud which the Supreme | 
hath made impenetrable to mortal eye Io 
Provide againſt every apparent danger, by the an- 
5 . of the moſt promiſing means, is the office 
_ of wiſdom. But at this point witdom ſtops. It com- 
wmands you to retro. you have done. all- that 
"was incurpbent on you, 
2 By 


ves up to immoderate concern about 


ew 5 you can de nothing to — your fcc, | 


you do to ruin your peace V 
within your breaſt the thora.which'ie long to ga 
To the vanity of life, you add a,vexation, A . 
which is who y of your own. creation, — 


igned by God to raiſe ſuch. eager at- 
—9— man for his occaſi- 


tachment. 


ona refreſhment, not for his chief felicty. By ſet- 
ting an exceſhve- value upon objeQs which were in- 


only. for. your, ſecondary regards you 


change 
their natyre. more ſatisfaRjon. from them 
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E. nds you bring, .ugos. yourſelves, certyin 


i. our ig uo rance of good 3 evil, 2 
mine us to follow Providence, and to reſign ourſelves 
to God, One of the moſt impoſtant- leſſons which _ 
can be given to man, is a reſignation to his Maker ; 

and noth ng inculcates it more, than the experience 
his own inability to guide himſelf. —You — # 
not what is good for you, in the future of 
lite. But, God jy Fon it; and i 1 
fully ſerve bim, y 1 5 * reaſon to behene tha » i 
- always conſult it. 1 


| tence. It in his power 
at his plea vw a 


_ as to fulfil omiſe of 
Feber for 1 to theſe who love 


amidſt the agitations of 
ol doubt, is one 
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—— when obtained, may very 
With wüldweſcen mi feries. 


the apoſtate rehounces his faith, and the 
e vers himſelf with blood ? 


lars moſt uncertain' good. 
advantage in the courſe of this life he cannot with 
any aſſurance know. 
full certainty, that by breaking 


_—_ — 


* 


on or 1 if 


wherever his Providerce leads; comply with whate. k 
- ever his will requires; and leave all the reſt to him. 


TV. LzT our ignorance! of what is good for us in 


this life, prevent our taking any unlawful ſep, in 


order to compaſs our moſt favourite deſigns. Were 
the ſinner bribed with any certain and 3 
advantage; could the means which he employ 

ſure his ſucceſs, and could that ſucceſs enfure 5 
comfort; be might have ſome apology to offer for 
deviating from the path of virtue. But the docti ine 


which I have illuſtrated. deprives him of all excuſe, 


and places his folly in the moſt ſtriking light. He 
chmbs the ſteep rock, and treads on the edge 
_ precipice, in order to catch a ſhadow. He has. cauſe 
to dread, not only the;uncerrainty of. the event which 
he wiſhes to acompliſh, but the nature allo of that 
event when accompliſhed. He is not only liable to 
that diſappointment of ſucceſs, which fo often, fruſ- 
trates all the defigns'of men; but liable to a difap- 
pointment ſtill more cruel, that of deing ſucceſsful. 
and miſerable at once. Riches and pleaſures ate the 


* chief temprations to criminal deeds, yet thoſe riches, 
7 pay overwhelm him 


hoſe pleaſures may cut 


ſhort his health and life. And is it for ſuch doubt- 


- 'ful and fallat ious rewards, that the Jeceiver fills iN 
0 


mouth with lies, the friend betrays His bene fa &. 


incurs 2. certain evil, 
at wilt turn to his 


Whoever commits 4 crime, 


But this he may know, with 
the Divine com- 
mandments he will draw upon oy head th at diſplea- 


ſure of the A] 
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Imighty whicl ſhall cruſh n for ever. 
The advantages ery. this world, even when innocently 
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. criminal means, they, carry a curſe in their boſom. 


To the virtuous, they are often no more - —_ chaff. 


To the guilty, they are always poiſon. _ 


V. Lr our imperfect knowledge of what. is 6904 
or evil, attach ys the more to thoſe few things, con- 


1 which there can be no doubt of their deing 


trul Of temporal things which ng to 

this Ga, the catalogue, it muſt be r Ms. 
ſmall. Perhaps the chief worldly good we ſhould * W 
with to enjoy, is a ſound mind in a ſound body. 
Health and peace, a moderate fortune, and 2 few 5 


| friends, ſum up all the. undoubted articles of. tem- 2 Y, 


poral telicity. Wiſe was the man who addrefled 

this prayer, to God; Remove far from me vanity and 
lies. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed ne 
with food convenient for me. Leaſt I be full and den 
thee, and ſay who is the Lord? or left I be poor and — 
ſteal, and take the name of my Gad in vain. He 


| whoſe wiſhes, reſpecting the poſſeſſions of this world 


are the moſt reaſonable and bounded, is likely to lead 
the ſafeſt, and for that reaſon, the moſt deſirable , 
life. By aſpiring too high. we frequently miſs the 


the happineſs, which by a leſs ambitiouis aim, we 


might have gained. His b happineſs on earth is 

rat her a picture which the” imagination forms, than a 

reality which man is allowed to. poſleſs. 1 
But with regard to ſpiritual felicity, we are not 


2 to ſuch humble views, Clear and determi- | 
nate objects are propoſed to our purſuit ; and full 


ſcope is given to the moſt ardent deſire. The for- Ws 


giveneſs of our fins, and the aſſiſtance of God's holy 
| Erace to guide our life; the improvement of our 


minds, in knowledge and wiſdom, in piety. and virtue: 
the protection and favour of the great Father of all 
of the bleſſed Redeemer of mankind, and the Spirit 


of ſanctification and comfort ; theſe are objects in 


the purſuit of Which there is no room for heſitation op 
and Shot, nor any * for the e in my .. 
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| Tent, Who bail whet i gud fir many Hall © 

Providence ſpread an equal obſcurity over happineſe 


of every kind, we might have had tente feen de 
a os 


* K 


complain of the vanity of our condition. But We 
are not left to ſo hard a faire. The Soß of God hath * 
deſcended from heaven, to be the Light of the world. 
He hath removed that veil which covered true bliſs 
from the ſearch: of wanderitig mortals, and han 
| taught them the way which leads to life. Worldly en- 
joyments are ſhown io be hollow and deteltful, With 
an expreſs intention to direct their affections towards 
| thoſe which are ſpiritdal. ' The fame diſcoveries | 
_ _ which diminiſh the value of the one, ſexve toincreaſe 
| hart the other. ' Frnly, DO ne 
'£ VI. La r bur ignotance of what is good or evil 
= Here below, lead our thoughts and deſires to a better 
IF world. I have endeavoured to vindicate the Wifdeen 
of Providence, by ſhewing the many ufeful purpoſes | 
= — which this ignorance at preſent promotes. It ſerves | 
to check preſumption and rafſhnefs and to enforce a 
=. diligent exertion of our rational powers, joined with © 
an humble dependence on Divine aid. It moderates 
eager paſſions reſpecting worldly fucceſs. It incul- 
8 cates reſignation to the difpoſal of Providence which _ - 
is much wiſer than man. It reſtrains us from employ- 
ing unlawful means, in order to compaſs 'our moſt 
o favourite deſigns. ' It tends to attatch us more dofely 2 
A to thoſe things which are unqueſtionably good. It is 
 / therefore fuch z degree of ignorance as fuits the pre- 
=__ Afentcircumſtances of man better than more complete 
information concerning good and evil.  * © 
At the ſame time, the cauſes which render this ob- 
ſcurity neceſſary, too plainly indicate a broken or 'cor- 15 
rupted ſtate of human nature, They ſhew this life . 
to be a ſtate of trial. They ſuggeſt the ideas of a 
F  landof pilgrimage, not of the houſe of reſt. Lo 
F. minedandbaſe is he, who aſpires to no higher portionz; 


who could be fatisfied to ſpend his whole exiſtence, * 
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: in chaſing treacherous appearances aranc 06 good, , which ſo © 


often ock his putſuit;” What ſhadow can be more 
vaio than the life of the greater part of mankind? Of 
all the eager and buſtling crowd which we behold on 
the earth, how few diſcover the path of true happi- 
neſs ; How few cn we find, whoſe aQtivity has not 
been miſemployed, and whoſe courſe terminates not 
in confeſſions of diſappointments? Is this the ftate,' 
are theſe the habitations, to which a rational ſpitits. 
with all its high hopes, and great capacities; is to be 
limited for ever Let us bleſs that God whe hath- 
ſet noble proſpe cis hefore us; who, by the denth and 
re ſurte tion of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, hath begotten ut | 
to the lively hope of an inberitance incarruptable, undefi= 
led, and that fadeth not away, reſerusd in ile heavens. 
Let us ſhew ourſelves worthy of ſuch a hope, by 
ſetting our affeflions upon. the things above, not upon 
things on the earth. Let us walk iy faith and not by* 
fight ; and, amidſt the obſcurity of this faint and du-" 
-bious twilight, conſole ourſelves with the expeQation 

of a brighter day which is ſoon to open; This earth 


is the land of ſhadows. But we hope to paſs into the” 
world of realities ; where the proper objects of hu- 


man deſire ſhall be diſplayed z where the fubſtance | 


of that bliſs ſhall be found. whoſe image only: we now © 


ſue 3 where no falicious hopes ſhall any longer al- _ 
ure, no ſmiling appearance ſhall betrays no infidious 
joys ſhall ſting ; but where truth ſhall be inſeperably .- 
united with pleaſure ; and the miſts which hang over 
this preliminary ſtate being diſſipated, the perfect 
knowledge. of govd ſhall. lead to the full enjoyment 
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PoaLn iv. 4. 


; Commune with Jour e own * Wer bed, ad te | 


v C H communing with themſelves there TO 
| "always been among mankind ; though fre- 
| $4.4. by God knows, to no purpoſe, or to a purpoſe. 


worſe than none. Could we diſcover the employ- 


ments of men, in retirement, how often ſhould we 
find their thoughts occupied with ſubje&s, which they 
would be aſhamedtoown? What a large ſhare have 
ambition and avarice, at ſome times the groſſeſt paſſi- 
ons, and at other times the meaneſt trifles, in the ſo- 


litary muſings ? They carry the world, with all i its 


| vices, into their retreat; and may be ſaid to dwell 


in the midſt of the world, yo, when ay ſeem o 


be alone. 


I his ſurely is net that fort of communion which the 
- Pfalmiſt recommends. For this is not properly 
cammuning with our heart, bot rather holding ſecret 
intercourſe with the world. What the Pialmiſt means 
to recommend, is religious recollection; that exer- 


ciſe of thought which is connected with the precept 


given inthe proceeding words, to ffand in awe, and ſin 
not. It is to commune with ourſelves, under the the - 


_ raQer of ſpiritual and immortal beings; and to ponder 


Thoſe paths of our feet, which are leading us to eternity. 


I chal in the firſt place, ſhew the advantages of ſuch 
ſerious retirement and meditation: and hall, in the 


ſecond place, point out ſome of the principle ſubjefs | 


which ought to employ us in our retreat. 
Tbe advantages of 


whether we regard our happineſs in this world, or our 


| preparation for the werll to lane. * 2" IM Lay - 
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retireing from the world, to 
commune with our 3 will be found 10 be great, 


| +: 


wa 2. 2 8 -» 


N 8 5 4 5 4 * 
3 3 * , R wh; 1 * _ * 1 % 2 g * | e . 
* W IT” : 6 - "7 * * A * : by C 2 : : 

4 FP 


os Religious Retirement, 12% 


| Let us conſider them, firſt, with reſpe& to our - if 
' happineſs in this world. It will readily occur to you. 
that an entire retreat from wordly affairs, is not what 
religion requires; nor dees it even enjoi n à great te- 
treat from them. Some ſtations of life would not per- 
mit this; and there are few ſtations which render it 
neceſſary. The chief field, both of the duty and ak 
ive life. By the. 
grace and virtues which he exerciſes amidſt his fellow- 
creatures, he is trained up for heaven. A total e: - 
treat from the world, is ſo far from being, as the 
Roman Catholic Church holds, the perfection of re- 
 ligion, that, ſome particular caſes excepted, it is na 
other than the abuſe of it. Hts ar et 
But though entire retreat would lay ns aſide from 
the part from which Providence chiefly intended us, 
it is certain, that wi 
. aft that 
eney in the conduct, nor dignity in the character, of 
. one who ſets ap 


the improvement of man, lies in 


itkeut occaſional retreat, we muſt 
very ill. There will be neither conſiſt- 


no ſhare of his time for meditati- 
on and reflection. In the beat and buſtle of life, 


4 
* 
7 


while paſſion is every moment throwing falſe colour 


on the objects around us, nothing can be viewed in s 
juſt light. If you wiſh that Reaſon ſhould exert her 
native power, you muſt ſtep aſide from the crowd, 
into the cool and ſilent ſhade. It is there that, with 
ſober and ſteady eye, ſhe examines what is good or 
in, what is wiſe or fooliſh, in human conduct ; he 


ture; and forms plans, not for the preſent moment 


only, but forthe whole of life. How ſhould that mam 
diſchrage any part of his duty aright, who never ſuf- 
fers his paſſion to cool? And how ſhould his paſſions 
without interruption, in the tu- 
mult of the world ? This inceſſant ſtir may be called, 
the x al drunkenneſs of life. It raifcs that ex- 
| ger ermentation-of ſpirit, which will 


cool, who is en 


be ever ſending 


th the. dangerous Tumes of raſhneſs and folly. | 


Els ny 


looks back on the paſt, ſhe looks forward io the ſu- 


— 
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agitation of the world; but, from that ſacred retire- 
objects, comes forth into the world with manly tran- 
- quility, fortified by principles which he has formed, 
and prepared for whatever may-befall, = 


As he who is unacquainted with-retreat, cannot ſuſ- 


. tain any character with propriety, ſo neither can he 
enjoy the world with any advantage. Of the two 


this duty, the men of pleaſure, and the men of buſi- 


- enjoyment, from that neglect. To the former every 
moment appears to be loſt, which partakes not of 
the vivacity of amuſement. To connect one plan 


ſures thus drawn to the dregs, become vapid and 


. and diſguſts. Hence, theſe ate the perſons, who 


after having glittered tor a few years in the foremoſt 
line of publi 


at laſt to a melancholy retreat; not led by religion 


hauſted ſpitits, to the penſive concluſion, that all is 


x 


„cout the man of pleaſure, it no leſs oppreſſes the man 


at length fink under it. The happieſt temper muſt 


— 


_— 


| Whereas he who mingles religious retread with wold- 
. ly affairs, remains calm and maſter of himſelf. He 
is not whirled round, and rendered giddy, by the | 


ment, in which he has been converſant among higher 
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claſſes of men who are moſt apt to be negligent of 


. neſs, it is hard to ſay which ſuffer moſt, in point of 


of gaiety with another, is their ſole ſtudy; till, in a 
, ery ſhort time, nothing remain but to tread the 
ame beaten round: to enjoy what they have already 
enjoyed, and to ſee what they have often ſeen. Plea- 


_ taſteleſs. What might have pleaſed long, if enjoyed 
with temperance, and mingled with retirement, 
being devoured with ſuch eager haſte, ſpeedily ſurfeits 
after having run 1 a rapid .courfe of pleaſure, 
c amuſements, are the moſt apt to fly _ 


- or reaſon, but driven by diſappointed hopes, and ex- - 


e uninterupted intercourſe with the world wears 
ol buſineſs and ambition. The Hg ſpirits muſt 


be ſoured by inceſſant returns of the oppoſition, the 
. k . inconRancy-. 
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85 | Inconſtancy; and treachery of men. For he who 

ds - | lives always in the buſtle of the world, lives in a per- 

* petual warfare. Here an enemy encounters ; there, 

"*Y _ - a rival ſupplants him. The ingratitude of à friend 
* ſtings him this hour; and the pride of a ſuperiour 

* wounds him the next. In vain he flies for relief to 

K trifling amuſements. Theſe may afford a temporary 

"3s opiate tocare; but they communicate no ſtrength tothe 

. mind. On the contrary, they leave it more ſoft and 

I defenceleſs, when moleſtations and injuries renew 

* their attack. FFF 
N. Let him who wiſhes for an effeQual cure to all 

a the wounds which the world can infli&, retire from 

ger - intercourſe with men, to intercourſe with God. 
/ When he enters into his cloſet, and ſhuts the door, 
185 let him ſhut out, at the ſame time, all intruſion of . 
= _ - worldly care; and dwell among objects divine and 
5 immortal. Thoſe fair proſpects of order and 
— = peace ſhall there open to his view, which form the 
. 4 . moſt perfect contraſt to the confuſion and miſery of 
* of this earth. The celeſtial inhabitants quarrel not; 


N among them there is neither ingratitude, nor envy, 

nor tumult. ' Men may hara(s one another; but in 
the kingdom of God, concord and tranquillity reign 
2 _- forever. — F rom ſuch objects, there beams upon the 
A mind of the pious man, a pure and enlivening light; 

4 there is diffuſed over his heart a holy calm. His 
oft agitated ſpirit re- aſſumes its firmneſs, and regains 
its peace. The world ſinks in its importance; and 
n 7 the load of mortality and miſery loſes almoſt all its 
a weight. The green puſlures open, and the fill 


3 waters flow around him, beſides which the Shepherd * 
„/ fea! guides his flock. The diſturbances and 
cars p my ſo formidable to thoſe who are engaged in 


the tumults of the world, ſeem to him only like 
thunder rolling afar off; like the voiſe of diſtant wa- 
ters, whoſe. ſound he hears, whoſe courſe he traces, 
but whoſe waves touch him not. As religious re- 
ZS a fa RT © © giremens 
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8 is thus evidently conducive to our benen 


In! ide ſecond place, it is abſolutely neceſſary in 
order to prepare us for the life to come. He who 


© ves always in public, cannot live to » own foul, 


converſation and - intercourſe; with the world, is, in 


"The world Jieth in wickedneſs ; and with good reaſon. 
the Chriſtian is exhorted, not 1 be_conformed to. its 
ry transformed by the renewing of his mind. Our 


ſeveral reſpects, an education for vice. From our 


earlieſt youth, we are accuſtomed to hear riches and 
' Honours extolled as the chief poſſeſſions of man; and 


i. 22 to us, as the principal aim of our future 


3 We are trained up, to look with admira- 


| Lion on the flattering marks of diſtinction which they 
In queſt of thoſe fancied bleſſings, we ſee 


| beſtow. 
the multitude around us eager and fervent. Princi- 
: — of duty we may, perhaps, hear ſotmetimes in- 


- Culcated; but we ſeldom beliold them brought into C 


k competition with werldly profit. The ſoft names, 


And plauſable colours, under which deceit, 1 
and revenge, are preſented to us in common diſcour 

Weaken, by degrees, our natural ſenſe of the diſ- 
tinction between good and evil. We often meet 


- with crimes authorized by high examples, and re- 


:  warded with the carreſſes and ſmiles of the world. 


We diſcover, perhaps, at laſt, that thoſe whom we 


ure taught to reverence, and to regard as our patterns 
of conduct, act upon principles no 
f others. Thus breathing 
air, how certain is our ruin, unleſs we ſometimes 


er than thoſe 
habitually a contagious 


retreat from this peſtilential region, and ſeek for 


Proper 
Faded there religious retirement both abates the 


correctives of tho diſorders which are con- 


dliſeaſe, and furniſhes the temedy. It leſſens the 
-  corruptipg influence of the world; and it gives op- 

rtunity for better -principles to exert-their power. 
- He who accuſtomed 10 turn racks and commune | 
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with himſelf, will ſometimes at leaſt, be trutbs 
which the multitude do not tell him. A more ſound 
inſtructor will lift his voice, and awaken within the 
heart thoſe latent ſuggeſtions, which the world d 1 
overpowered and ſuppreſſet. 
The acts of prayer and dovotion, the — of L 
faith and repentance, all the great and peculiar duties 
of the religion of Chriſt, neceſſarily ſuppoſe retire- - 
ment from the world. This was one chief end of” 
their inſtitution, that they might be the means of - 
occaſianally ſequeſtefing us from that great ſcene of 
vice and folly, the continued preſence of which is ſo 
Hurtful. Solitdde is the hallowed ground which re- 
ligion no, in every age, choſen for her own. Thefe 
her fn inſpiraitan is felt, and her ſecret myſteries elevate 
the oF There, falls the tear of contritisn ; there 
| Triſes towards heaven the ſight of the heart; there, 
melts the foul with all the tenderneſs of devotion, 
and pours itfelf forth, before him who made, and 
kim who redsemed it. How can #ny one, Who is” 
unacquainted with ſuch em ployments of mind, be 
fit for heaven? If heaven 4 the habitation of 
 affeQions, and of intellectual joy, can ſuch a 
be Teliſhed by him who is always immerſed among 
ſenſible objeRs, and has never acquired any taſte for 
che pleaſures of the underſtanding, and the heart? 
The great and the worihy, the pious and the vir- 
- tuous, 1 ever been addicted to ſerious retirement. 


— 
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It is haracteriſtic of little and frivolous minds, 
to be ly occupied with the vulgar objects of life 
& Theſe fill up their deſires, and ſupply all the enter- 
| tinment which their coarſe apprehenſious can reliſh, = 
But à more refined and enlarged mind leaves the 
world behind it, feels a call'for higher pleaſures, and - 
feeks them in retreat. The man of public ſpirit has 
recourſe to it, in order to form plant for g ral good: 
the man of genius, in order to dwell on his favourite 
8 ew ob the philoſopher, n — 


* 


a rr oo 


\ "= YT , a 
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| the faint, to improve himſelf in grace. Iſaac went do 
out to meditate in the fields, at the evening tide. David, bes 
amidft all the ſplendour. of royalty, often bears wit- IF. 
neſs both to the pleaſure which he feceived, and the "Fl 
benefit which be reaped, from de vout meditation. ex 
I communed. with my own heart, and my ſpirit made en 
diligent ſearch. [thought on my ways, and turned my - arc 
feet unto God's teflimonies. In the multitude of thaughts p 
within me, his comferts delight my foul. Our bleſſed wi 
Saviour himſelf, though of all who ever lived on _. 
earth he needed leaſt the aſſiſtance of religious retreat, = 
Jet, by by frequent practice, has done it fignal 2 
onour. n were the garden, the mountain, and * 
the ſilence of the night, ſought by him, for inter- * 
courſe with heaven. When be Bad jent the multitude 1 
away, be went up into a meumtain, apart to pray. h 
The advantages of religious retirement will ſtill. i 
more clearly appear, by confidering, as was. propo: l f 
fed, in the next place, ſome of thoſe great objeds l! ! 
which ſhould there employ our thoughts, I ſhab | 
mention only three, which are of the moſt plain and þ 
| _ acknowedged. importance; God, the world, and our i 
6-ꝰk„! .-. 5 N 


I. Wren you retire from the world commune toit; 
your hearts concerning God. Impreſſions of Deity, 
| beſides their being the principle of what is ftnaly _ 
termed religion, are the great ſupport of all moral 
| ſentiment, and virtuous conduct, among men. But 
with what difficulty are they 2 any due 
degree of force, amidſt the affairs and avocations of 
the world? While the crowd of 3 objects 
is ever ruſhing on the imagination, and occupying 
the ſenſes and the heart, what is not only abſenrt 
from view, but, by its nature, inviſible, is apt to 
' vaniſh like a ſhadow. Hence it is given as the charac- 
ter of vicked men, in ſcripture, that they are with-. - 
= eu Cad in the world. { They deny net, perhaps, 
uuat be does exiſt; but it is the ſame to them as | 
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_ though he did not: For having loſt him from their 


* his exiſtence has not effected on their conduct. 
If, at any time, the idea of God riſe in their mind, 5 
it riſes "like a terrifying phantom which they baſten to 
expel ; and which they gladly fancy to be unreal, be- 
cauſe they ſee it makes little — on others 
around them. | . 
Let him who retire to ſerious meditation, bars 


with impreſſing deeply on his mind this important 


truth, That there is undoutedly a Supreme Goyer- 


nour, Who preſides over the univerſe. But let a 


not imagine, that to commune with his heart c 

N Goch is to ſearch into the myſtries of the Di. 
I ure, or to attempt a diſcovery of the whole" | 

*— of Providence. Long enough he may bewilder_ 


| himſelf in this maze, without making any proficiency 


in the partical knowledge of God. Shall he who knows. 
fo little of his own nature, or of the nature of the ob- 


jects with which he is furrounded, expect to com- 


prehend the Being who made him ? To com 
nh — aig any uſeful purpoſe, on this ſubje&,. 


+ 000 home; to our ſouls: the 2 thori-. | ; A 


tative ſenſe of God, as of a Sovereign. ather. 
It is not to ſpeculate. about what is i in his 


eſſence, but to contemplate what is diſplayed of his 
perfections. It is to realize the preſence of the Su- 
preme Being, ſo as to produce the moſt profound ve- 


neratioꝝ ;, and to awaken the earneſt defire of as near 
an approach as our nature will permit, to that great 


Fountain of happineſs and life. 


Alter this manner was that holy man EfeRted, 


155 mho witeres his ardent wiſh. _O that ] new we 
I might find him, that I might come events his ſeat |— 


If with ſuch. a frame of mind you ſeek after God, be- 
aſſured, that he is not fas from you ; and that, though, 


you arg not owing a8 ed to come to fiis ſeat, you 
: | may, at. lea 
W robe that Covers him., a 


each the taot(ool of his throne, and 
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folitary amuſements lift your eyes, and behold 4. na- 
tire full of God. Look up to the firmament, and 


F 


admire his glory. Look round on the earth, and 


obſerve his preſence every where diſplayed. If the 
gay landſcape or the fruitful field, preſent themſelves = 


to your eye, behold him ſmiling upon his works. I 


the mountain raiſe its lofty head, or the expanſe of 


waters roll its tide before you, contemplate i in thoſe - 


t and ſolemn objects, his power and majeſty. 
ture, in all its diverſiti ities, is a varied manifeſtati- 
on of the Deity. If you were to take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt part of the fea, even 
there you would find him. For in um you live and} 
move. He fills and animates all ſpace. ' Ip the barren. 
wilderneſs, as in the peopled region, you can trace 


> his fooiſte and in the deepeſt ſolitude ma 
hear a 4 which teſtifies of hin x you 7 | 


Him, indeed, you are never to confound with the 


_ workmanſhip of his hands. Nature, in its moſt aw- 
ful or moſt pleaſing ſcenes, exhibits no more thun dif- 


ferent forms of inanimate matter. But on theſe dead 


| forms is impreſſed the glory of = living Spirit. The 


beauty, or the greatneſs, which appears in them, 
flows from the fountain of all greatneſs and beauty 3 
in him it centers; of his perfection it reflects an 
image ; and towards him ſhould lead your view —In 


_ converſing with a fellow creature on eatth, i is not 
Vith his body we cnverſe, though it is bis body only 


which we ſee. From his words and actions we con- 


ceive his mind; with his mind though inviſible, we 
| bold correſpondence, and dire& towards this Spifitual 


„ our affection and regard. In like manner, 
gh here we behold no more of God than what 


1 ks works diſplay, yet, in thoſe diſplays, we are ca- 
1 pable of e Univerſal Spirit, and of hold- 


ing correſpondence with this unſeen Being, Ae N 


I ; p ; * gratitude, and love. to fnd del 2 


Tris thus that a pious nan, in his retired medi 
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tions, viewing natural objects with a ſpiritual eye, ö 


communes with his heart concerning God. He walks 
among the. various ſcehes of Nature, as within the 


| precinQs of a great temple, in the habitual exerciſe 


of devotion. To ihole diſcoveries of the Supreme 


Being in his works, let him apply the cognment of his 
word. From the world of Nature, let him follow ; 
_ God into the world of Grace. When conducted from 

the outward courts, into this inmoſt fanQuary of the - 


mY le, he ſhall feel himſelf brought ſtill more nigh x. 
e Sacred Prefence. In the great plan of Divine 
Wiſdom, for extirpating the evils produced by ſin, tie © | 
ſhall receive the interpretation of many of the hidden 
myſteries of Nature, He ſhall diſcover in Chriſt, 
the Deity made, in ſome degree, viſible to ſenſe. In 


the benificem works which he performed, and the 


Ee unde taking which he accompliſhed, he ſhall 
hold the brightneſs of the Father's glery, and ſhall © 
diſcern it to be full of grace and truth. From the ſa- 
ered retreat, wherein his thoughts have been thus em- 
ployed, he returns to the wor id like a fuperiour being. 


He carties into active life, thoſe pure and elevating 4 
ſentiments, to which the giddy crowd are ſtrangers, _ 
A certain odour of ſanctity remains upon his mind, 


which for a while at leaſt, will repel the . of 


; 'the world. * 


II. Commune with your benni, in the eue of 


retirement, . concerning the world: The wor id is the 
great deceiver, whoſe fallacious arts it highly imports 
us to detect. But in the midſt of its pleaſures ard pur- 


ſuits, che detection is impoſſible, We trade as with- 
in an inchanted circle, where nothing appears as it 


truly is. It is offly in retreat, that the charm can be 
broken. Did men employ that retreat, not in . 


Tying onthe deluſion which the world has begun, not 


in forming plans of imaginary bliſs, but in 3 b 


the hap pine fs Which the world afferds to a ſtrict dif 
hy the ſpelt would diſſolve ; and i in the room of the 
Rt * 3 | unceal N 
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unreal proſpects, which had long amuſed them, the - 
nakedneſs cf the world would apfear.. * 


7 


Prepare yourſelves, then, to encounter he li ght "= 


truth. Reſelve rather to bear the diſappoirtment of 
ſome flattering hopes, than to wander a in the 
| paradiſe of fools, While others meditate in ſecret on 
the mains of attaining wordly ſucceſs, let it be your 
employment to ſcrutinize that ſucceſs itſelf. Calculate 


|  . Fairly to what it amounts; and whether you are not 


Joſers on the whole, by your apparent gain. Look 
back, for this purpeſe on your paſt life. Trace it 
from your earlieſt youth; and put the queſtion to 
yourſelves, what have been its happieſt periods? were 
they thoſe of quiet and. innocence, or thoſe of ambi- 


tion and intrigue? Has your real enjoyment uniform- 


ly kept pace with what the world calls proſperity ? 
As ycu advanced in wealth er ſtation, did you propor- 


_ tionally advance in happineſs > Has fuceeſs, almof 


in any one inſtance, fulfilled your expectations ? 
Where you reckoned upon moſt enjoyment, have yu 
nct often found leaſt? Wherever guilt entered into 
your pleaſures, did not its ſting long remain, after 
the gratification was paſt ?—Such queſtions as theſe, 
eandidly anſwered, would in a-great meaſure unmaſk 
the world: They would expoſe the vanity of its pte- 
tenſions; and convince you, that there are other 
- ſprings than thoſe which the world affords, to which 
you muſt apply for happineſs. : 12 


. 


While you commune with your heart concerning 


- what the world now is, copfider alſo what will one 
day appear to be. Anticipitate the awſul moment of 
your bidding it an eteraal farewell. Think, what re- 
|  » feQtions ſhall moſt probably ariſe, when you are quit- 
ting the field, and looking back on the ſcene of ation. 
In what fight will your cloſing eyes contemplate thoſe. 
vanities which now ſhine fo bright, and thoſe intereſts 
which now ſwell into ſuch high importance? What 


ban Kill you then wiſh to have ated? What on 


/ 


* 
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then appear momentous, what trifling in human on- 
| dug Lt the ſober ſentiments which ſuch anticipa- 
_ tations guggeſt, temper now your miſplaced ardour. 
Let the laſt concluſion which you ſhall form, entern 
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into the preſent. eſtimate, which you make of the 
world and ot life. 
Moreover, in communing wide yourſelves concern- 


ing the world, contemplate it as ſubject to the Di- 


vine dominion. The greater part of men behold no- 
thing more than the rotation of human affairs. They 


ſee a great crowd ever in motion; the fortunes of men 
_ alternately riſing and falling; virtue often. diſtreſſed, - 


and proſperity appearing to be the purchaſe of word- 


ly wiſdom. But this is only the outſide of things. Be- 
: bind the curtain, there is a far greater ſcene, which 


15 beheld by none but the retired, religious ſpeQator. 


Lift up that curtain, when you are alone with God. 


View the world with the. eye of a Chriſtian and you 
ſhall fee, that while man's beart deviſeth ' way it- 
is the Lord who direfeth his flepss, You ſhall „that 
however men appear to move and act after their own _ 
pleaſure, they are, nevertheleſs, retained in ſecr et 
bonds by the Almighty, and alt their operations, ten- 
dered ſubſervient to the ends of his moral government. 


| You ſhall behold him obliging ts wrath of man to 

praiſe bim ; ; punnifhirg” the ſmner by means of his 
own ;niquities 3 from the- trials of the righteous, 
bringing forth their reward; and to a ſtate of feem- 


ing urwerſal cootuſion, preparing the wiſeſt and moſt 


_ - equitable iſſue. While the i world i x 


paſſed taſt away, you ſhalt diſcern the glory of av 


other riſing to ſucceed it. You ſhall behold all __ . 


events, cur gi iefs and our joys, our love and our ba- 
tred, out character and memory, abſorbed in the o- 


ccan ol eterfity z and no trace of our preſent exiſt-. } 

ence left, except its being for ever well with the-righ- 

| Teaus, and ill with-the wicked. —Such a view of the 

70 Ms n . to our 2 could net 
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fail to enforce thoſe ſolemn concluſions ; There is mw 
' _ evi/dom, nor coun / I, againſt the Lord. _ Fear Gad, 
and keep his commandments; fer this is the whole of mam. 
' What is d man profited, if he ſhall gain the whale 
world, and loſe his own foul ? bw Fo ants ti 
III. Commune with your hearts, concernirg 5 
yourſelves and your real character. To acquire 
a thorough knowledge of ourſelves, is an attainment no 
leſs difficult than important. For men are generally 
unwilling to ſee thejr en imperfections; and when 
they are willing to enquire into them, their ſelf-love 
impoſe, on their judgment. Their intercourſe with 
one another affiſts the deluſioh to which, of them 
ſelves, they are prone. ' For the erdinay commerce 
of the world is a commerce of flattery and falſehond 5 
where reciprocally they deceive, and are deceived; 
where ever one appears under an aſſumed form, pre- 
ſeſſes efeem which he does not feel, and beftows 
| Praiſe in order to receive it. It is only in retreat, 
| where thoſe falſe ſemblances diſappear, and rhoſe flat= . 
tering voices are ſilent, that a man can learn to think 
ſeberiy of et and as he ought to inn. 
. It has been laid, that there are three characters 
which every man ſuſtains ; and thoſe often extiemely 
_ diferent from one another? One, which he poſſeſſes 
in his own opigion ; an' ther, which he carries in the 
- eſtimation of the world; and a third, which he bears 
in the judgment of God. It is only the laſt whictr 
aſcertains what he really is.— Whether the character 
which the world forms of jou, be above or below the 
truth, it imports you not much to know. But it is of 
eternal conſequence, that the character which you 
poſſeſs in your own eyes, be formed upon that which _ 
you bare in the ſight of God. In order to try it by 
this great ſtandard, you muſt Tay aſide, as much as 
poſſible, all partiality to yourſelves; and in the ſcaſon | 
of retirenient, explore your heart with ſuch accurate 
ſcrutiny, as may bring your hidden defeQs to light. 
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_ -«Priquirefor. this purpoſe whether. you be not con- 
 {ious;” that the fair opinion which the world enter- 
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tertains of you, is founded on their partial knowledge 
beth of your abilities and your virtues? Would yow 
be willing that all your actions ſhould be publickly 


canvaſſed? Could you bare to have your thoughts laid 
open? Are there no parts of your life which you- 
would be uneaſy if an enemy couſd diſcover ? In what 


ght, then, muſttheſeappearts God ? When you have 
kept free of viee, has your innocence proceeded trom 


purity of pripeiple or from wordly mot ives? Riſes 


there no envy or malignity wih you, when you c - 
pare” your own condition with that of others? Have 
you been as ſoſicitous to regulate your heart, as to 
preſerve your manners from reproach & Profeſſiig 
yourſelves to be Chriſfians, has the Spirit of Chriſt 
appeared in your conduct? Declaring that yowhope for 


_ Immortality, has that 43 ſurmounted undue attach- 
ments to the preſent like 1 | "Cd 2 


Such inveſtiga ions as this, ſerioufly purſued, might 
produce io every man many diſcoveries of himſelf ;. 
diſcoveries not pleaſing, pethaps- to vanity, but ſa- 
lutary and uſeful. for he can be only a flatterer, but 


no true friend to himſelf, who aims not at knowing 


his own defects, as well as virtues. By impoſing on 
the world, he may carry on ſome plan of fancied 


. profit ; but by impoſing on his heart, what can he 


propoſe to gain? He feedeth of afbes : A deceived heart 
bath turned fim aſide, that he . cannot deliver bis ſoul," 


ner ſay, is there not a lie in my right band 7 __ | 
Tu us l hae ſet before you, ſame of thoſe great © 
objects which ought, to employ your meditation in 


religious retirement. I have endeavoured to introduce 


you into a proper intercourſe with your heart, con- 
_ cerniing God, the world, and, your own character. 
Let this inter courſe terminate in fixing the principles 
ol your future conduct. Let it ſerve to introduce con- 
ſiſtency into your life. Nothing can be more waver- 
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efffaced; and in this circle your life revolves. Is ſuch 

1 conduQ worthy of creatures endowed with intelligent 
powers? Shall the cloſe of life overtake you, before 
you have determined how to live? Shall the day never 
come, that is to find you ſteady in your v.ews, decid- 
ed in; your plans, and engaged in a courſe — To. 


A 
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ing and disjointed, than. the behaviour of thoſe who , 
are wholly men of the world, and have never been in- 

_ ured to commune with themſelves; Diſſipation is a 


mere frequent cauſe of their ruin ; than determined 
 impiety. It is not ſo much becauſe they have adopted 
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bad principles, as becauſe they have never attended 


to principles of any kind, that their lives are ſo full 
of incoherence and diſorder.— You hover on the bor- 
ders of ſin and duty? One day you read the ſcriptures, 


you hear religious di fcourſes, and form good teſoluti- 


ons. Next day, you plunge into the world, and for- 
get the ferĩous imprefſfion, as if it had been never 


made. The impreſſion is again renewed, and again 


which your mind approves qr 'y you wiſh that 
ever to arrive, retirement and meditation muſt fir 


bring you home to yourſelves, from the diflipation in 
. which you are now ſcattered ; muſt teach you to fix 
fuck aims, and to lay down fuch rules of conduct, as 
are ſuitable to rationaband. immortal beings. Then 
will your character become uniform and reſpeQable. 


Then you may hope, that your life will proceed in 


ſuch a train as ſhall prepare you, when it is finiſhed, 
1 3 the e of W ee * 
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- ſufficient to ſupport its authority over human con- 
duct. For arguments may convince the underſtand- 
ing, when they cannot conquer the paſſions. Irre ſiſti- 
| the ſeaſon of action they often vaniſh into {moke. 
influence the great movements of the human frame. 


the heart muſt be gained. Sentiment and affe ction 
muſt be brought to the aid of reaſon. It is not e- 


the man, who, in the conflict of defire between Go 


argument, but pleaſure to pleaſure; Who, to the e- 
ternal allurements of ſenſe, can oppoſe the internal _ ʒ 


flattering world, the certain experience of that peace 


and beart.—Such is the temper and ſpirit of « devout 
man. Such was the character of Cornelius, that good 
centurion, whoſe prayers and alxrs are faid to have 


I intend, through Divine aſſiſtance, to diſcourſe ; and 


SEE EEE ARS. Rode Sd 


| HK, imphies, firſt, profound veneration of God. By 


arguments. Bui theſe how demonſtrative ſoever, are 


ble they ſeem in the calm hours of retreat; but, in 
There are other and more powerful ſprings, - which | 

In order to operate with ſucceſs on the active powers, 
nough that men believe religion to be a wiſe and ra= _- 
tional rule of conduct, unleſs they reliſh it as agree- _ 
able, and find it to carry its own reward. Happy is 


and the world, can oppoſe, not only argument to - 


joys of de votion; and to the uncertain promiſes of a 


of God which poſſetb under landing, keeping his mind | 


come up in a memorial befire Cad. Of this character 3 


ſhall endeavour, I- To explain the nature of devoti- ! 
on; II. To juſtify, and recommend it; and, IH. o ( 
rectify ſome miſtakes concerning it. 8 E 
feQions, which we owe to the Supreme Being. lt 
comprehends ſeveral emotions of the heart, whichalt. _ -- 
terminate on the ſame great object. The chiefof 


41 J I. Dzvoriox is the lively exerciſe of thoſe af- ; 


* 


chem are, veneration, gratitude, deſire, and reſigna- 


veneration, L underſtand an affe tion compounded of 
awe and 


— 


love ; the. affeQion- which, of N 85 
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beſt becomes creatures to bear towards their infini- 


tely perfect Creator, Awe is the firſt-ſentiment that 
riſes in the ſoul, at the view of his greatneſs, | But, 
in the heart of a devout man, it is a_ ſolemn and ele- 
vatisg, not a dejeQing emotion ; for hep ws, rather 


than trembles, im the Divine preſence. It is not the 


ſuperſtiticus dread of unknown power, but the ho- 


mage yielded by the heart to- him who is, at once, 


the greateſt and the beſt of Beings. Omnipotence, 

viewed alone, would be a formidable obe &. But 
_ conſidered in conjunction wah the moral perfeCtions 
of the Divine nature, it ſerves to highten devotiort. 
"Goodneſs affe cis the heart with double energy, when 
reſiding in One ſo exalted. The goodneſs whichyve 
- . adore in him, is not like that which is common 
among men, a weak, mutable, undiſcerning fond- 


neis, ill qualified to be the ground of affured truſt. 
is the goodneſs of 4 perſect Governout, acting upon 


a regular extenſive plan; a ſteady principle of bene- 
volerce, conducted by wiſdom; which ſubject to no 
variableneſt or Dad cf turning, free from all parti- 

ality and captice, incapable of being either ſoothed 
by flattexy, or ruffled by reſentment, reſembles, in 


D its calm and equal luſtre, the eternal ſorenity of the 


higheſt, heavens. YT by mercy, O Lord! is in the hea- 
ve ns, and thy faithfulneſs reacheth unto the clouds: Thy. 
 Figuteouſneſs is like the great mountains, and thy Judg- 


; ments are a great depth. 


, 


Such are the conceptions of the great God, which 


fill with veneration the heart of a devout man. His 
veneration is not eenfined to acts of immediate wor- 
' ſhip. It is the habitual temper of his ſoul.. Not only 
'. when engaged in prayer or praiſe, but in the ſilence 
of retirement, and even amiAſt' the occupations of 
the world, the Divine Being dwells his thoughts. 
No place and no object, a pear to him void of God. 


On the works of nature, he views the impreſſion of 


his hand; and in the actions of men, he traces the _ 
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33 of his Providence. Whatever be bebe 
on earth, that is beautiful or fair, that is great or 5 
Bood, he refers to God, as to the ſupreme origin of 


their different ſtations, enjoy the bleſſit 
tance; and when at the ſame time he loc 
Univerſal Father, who hath thus filled creation with _ 


fort which 


On Deoetim,” 


all the excellence which is ſcattered throughout his 


works, From thoſe effects he. rifes to the firſt cauſe. 

From thoſe ſtreams, be aſcends to the fountain 
'whence they flow. By thoſe rays, he is led to that 
eternal ſource of light in which they centre. 


Drvortex implies, ſecondly, ſincere devotion: : 
10 God, for all bis benefits. This is a warmer 


emotion than ſimple venetatiom Veneration looks 


up to the Deity, as he is in himſelf ;- - Gratitude re. 
gards what he is towards. ny. 'When a devout 


furveys this vaſt univerſe, where beauty and 


neſs are every where predominant ; when he refleQs | 


* 
% 


on thoſe numberleſs multitudes of creatures, who i in 5 


of exiſ- 


life and happineſs, his heart glows within him. He 


adores that diſintereſted goodneſs, which prompted. 
the Almighty to raiſe up ſo many orders of 1 tellt is 
gent beings, not that he might receive, but chat Re 
might give and impart; that he might pour forth 
himſelf, and communicate to the ſpirits which 25 


formed, ſome emanations of his felicity. - 
Ihe goodneſs of this Supreme BenefaQor he grate 
fully contemplates, as diſplayed in his own. eo 
He 1 on, events of his fifez and in every com- 


undet whoſe care he grew up, and the companions 


— whom he-pafled his yoothful life ? Is, he now 


Kappy» in his family riſiag around him; inthe ſpouſe 
ves him, or in the children who give him com- 


fore and joy ? Into. every tender temembrance of the 


paſt, and every pleaſing enjoyment” of the preſent, 
- devotion enters; > for in all * beloved objects. it 


2 wcognises | 


* 
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up io am 


wed it, ke diſcerns the Divine N 
hand. Does he remember with affection the parents 5 


r 
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138 On fabtgy wy | 
” recognizes God. "The communication of love from . 
heart to heart, is an e ffuſion, of bis goodneſs. From 
his inſpira tion, deſcends all the friendſhip which ever 
loved on earth; and therefore to him it Jain re- 
FF. wirn, ingratitude, and terminates on him. 
| Bit this lie, with all its intereſts; is but a air. 
part of human exiſtence. A devout man looks for- 
ward to immortality, and diſcovers ſtill higher ſub- 
| jeQs of gratitude. He views himfelf as a guilty rea- 
ture, whom Divine berignity has received into grace; 
© whoſe forfeited hopes it has reſtored ; and to whom 
it has opened the moſt glorious proſpe &s of future 
felicity. Such generoſity ſhown to the fallen and 
miſerable, is yet more affecting to the heart, than 
favours conferred on the innocent. He contemplates, 
with aſtoniſhment, the labours of the Son of God, 
in accompliſhing redemption for men; and his ſoul 
overflows with thank fulneſs to him, who loved us, and 
_ waſheth us from our fins in his own blood —What ſhalt 
Frender to the Lord for all Its benefits? Bleſs the Lord, 
O my ſoul ! and all that 5s 'quithin me, bleſs hir hely: 
name; who forgivelf all thine iniquitits, and healttirall” 
thy diſeaſes ; who redeemoth thy life from deftr utlions. 
and crowneth thee with * Bade and with tender 
mercies. Wy 
DEevoTion implies, thirdly, the duden 'of the 
foul after the favour of the Supreme Being, as ite 
chief good, and final reſt; To inferiour enjoyments, 
tie devout man allots inferiour and ſecondary attach- 
ment. He diſclaims not every earthly affection. 
He pretends not to renounce all pleaſure tn de com- 
forts of his preſent ſtate. Such an unnatural tenun- 


ciation hamanity forbids, and religion cannot require: | 6 
But from theſe he expects not his ſupreme” bliſs, - He « 
diſcerns the vanity which belongs. to them all; an® = C7 
beyond the circle 55 mutable dbjefs which furround 40 
bim, he aſpires after ſome principle ot more per Wm ᷑ « 


' 75 . which-Thall not be ſujet 19 change or pr 
| 25 3 "oy 4 . 
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8 0. Deviation, WE: 
* | N But where is this complete ad permament 
„ good tobe found? Ambition purſues it in courts and |, 
1 palaces ; and returns from the purſuit, loaded with, 
95 ſorrows. Pleaſure ſeeks iz among ſenſual joys; and 
| ' retires with the confeſſion-of d: ſappointment. The . dy 
1. deep ſaith, it is not in me; and the ſea ſaith, it is not 
— 


wild me. It caunot. be gotten for gold; noither” * 5 
fil ver be weighed for the price thereof. 2 place is 


* in the land of the living. True happineſs declle 
's KF with God; and from fbe gn of his countenance, it 
n beams upon the devout man. His voice is, hom 
D Jae I in bedven but thee # an there is none ub 
d earth that I defire beſide thee. After exploring heaven 
2' WM 


and earth for happineſs, they ſeem to him a mighty 
Sy void, a wilderneſs of ſhadows, where all would be 

empty and unſubſtantial without God. But in his 
ul- | favour and love, he finds what ſupplies every defect 


. of temporal objects; and affures tranquility to his 

lt | heart, Amid. all the changes of his fur Ran] Thou © 

a, Galt guide me with Lo counſel; and thou ſhalt receive, © 

ty: me 1s thy glory. ſb and my heart faileth ; but 

ul 2. the dee 287 err lan for 2H 

en From theſe 8 affe ctions, Devotion C 
I advances, fourthly, to an entire reſignation of the 
he wy TA It is the conſummatien of truſt and | 
its - It baniſhes anxivus cares, and murmuring © 

ts, rant It_reconciles us to every appointment of 

n | Divine Providence; and reſolves every wiſh into the 

Mn. defire of pleaſing bim, whom our hearts adore, Its 

7 genuine breathings are to this effect: Conduct me; 

m- 0 God! in what path ſoever ſeemeth good to 

W * thee. In nothing ſhall I ever arraigu thy ſacred 

le F © will. Doſt thou Toure me to part with any ll 
n& KF «'w dy advaptages, for the ſake of virtue and a 
1 10 ; 500d. conſcience? I give _— p. Doſt thou f 
et command me to relinquiſh m riends, or my 


_ % coumy ? Ar thy call Sea leave „ 


* 
TY y of 


140 On Drodim: — 


«* Doſt thou ſummon me away from this world? Lof |} 


% am ready to depart. Thou haſt made, thou 
** haſt redeemed me, and I am thine. Myſelf, and / 
ze 'all that belongs to me, I ſurrender to thy diſpoſal. _ 
„Let the men of the world have their portion in this © 
« life. Be it mine, to behdld thy face in righteouſ- 
„ neſs; and when I awake, to be ſatisfied with 1 
« likeneſs.” 80 5 

This, ſurely, is one of the nobleſt acts of which 

the human mind is capable, when thus, if we may 5 

be allowed the ex preſſion, it unites itſelf with God. . 
Nor can any devotion de genuine, which inſpires not 


ſesptiments of this nature. For devotion is not to be 


conſidered as a tranſient glow of affection, occaſioned ' 
dy ſome caſual impreſſions of Divine goodneſs, which 
are ſuffered to remain unconneRed with the conduct 
of life. It is a powerful prirciple, which penetiates* 
the ſoul ; whieh purifies the affections from debaſing- 

_ aftachments; and by a fixed and ſteady regard to 
God, ſubdues every ſinful paſſion, and forms the in- 
clioations to piety and virtue. Tr e 

Su Cu in general ate the diſpoſitions that conſtitute 

_ devotion. It is the union of venera'ion, gratitude, . 

dleſire, and reſignation. It ex preſſes, not fo much 
the performanee of any particular duty, at the fpicit 

* which. muſt animate all religious duties. It ſtands 
oppoſed, not merely to downright vice; but to a heart 
- which is cold, and inſen ſible to ſacred things; which, 
from compulſion perhaps, and a ſenſe of intereſt, pte- 
erves ſcme regard to the divine commands, but obeys 
them without ardour, love, or joy. I proceed. ._ 

IT To recommend this devout fpicit to your imita- 

tion. I begin with obſerving, That it is of the utmoſt 
- conſequence to guard againſt extremes of every kind 

in religion, We mutt bewere, leſt, by ſeeking to a- 

void one teck, we ſplit. upon anether. . It has been 

long the {ubje& of remark, that ſuperſtition and enthu- 
= 1 
2 Wa 


| Gaim are two capital ſources of deluſion ; ſuperſtiti- 
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_..enthufiaſm on the other, directi 


on the ode hand, Altsabing men, with immoderate | 


zeal, to the ritual and external part of religion; and 
their fk. attenti- 


on to internal emotions, and myſtical communications 
with the * world; while neither the one, nor 


the other, b 
duties of the 


as paid (| cient 1 


ard-to the great moral 
briſtian life. 


t, running with in- 


_ temperate eagerneſs from theſe two great abuſes of 


are extremes oppoſite 


religion, men have neglected to obſerve, that there 
each of them, into which 


they are in hazard of precipitating themſelves. Thus 


the borrour of ſuperſtition has ſometimes reached ſo 


far, as to produce contempt for all external ioſtiruti- 


| who in the main are well a 


4 2 


ons; as if it were poſſible for religion to ſubſiſt in the 
world, without forms of 1 or public acknow- 

ledgment of -God. It has alſo happened, that fome 
ed to the cauſe of 
goodneſs, obſerving that perſons of a devout turn have. 


at times been cadried, by warm affections, into un- 
juſtifiable exceſe, bave thence haſtily concluded, that 
all devotion was a-kin to enthuſiaſm ; 


and, ſepara- 
ting religion totally from the heart and affections, 
Have reduced it to a friged obſervance of what they 
call the rules of virtue. This is the extreme which! 
purpoſe at preſent to combat, by ſhowing you, fiiſt, 
That true devotion is rational, and well founded; 
next, That it is of the higheſt i importance to e 


t conducive to our happineſs. 
wh) + the firſt place, True devotion is rational, ad 
well founded. It takes its riſe from affections Which 


are eſſential to the human frame. We are formed 


Nature, to admire what is great, and to love what is 


amiable. Even inanimate objects have power to ex- 


cite thoſe emotions. The magnificent proſpeR of the 
natural world, fill the mind with reverential awe. 

Its beautiful Co create delight. When we fur- 
vey che actions and behaviour 


- 
4 
- mo 


| our fellow-creatures, 


very >< 
rt of religion and virtue; and, laſtly, That it 3 


the 


ſmhould love and revere him leſs. Hl 
attachment and veneration,the warmth and overflow=- - 


Qions glow w with greater ardour 3, and, if, to 
unmoved, in the former caſe, argues the defeQ of 


*- ſenſibility in our powers, it diſcovers, in the latter, 


* an odious hardneſs and depravity-in the heart. The 


I Thetenderneſs of an affeQionate parent, the genero- 
- fity of a forgiving enemy, the public ſpirit of a pa- 


triot or a hero, often fil the eyes with tears, and 
ſwell the breaſt with emotions too big for utterance. 
The object of thoſe affeQtions is frequently raiſed 
above us, in condition and rank. Let us ſuppoſe him 


raiſed alſo above us, in nature. Let us imagine, that 


an Angel, or any being of ſuperiour order, had con- 

deſcended to be our friend, our guide ard patron; 

no perſon, fure, would hold the exalta ion of his be- 
nefactor's charadter, to be an argument why he 

* 1 that the 


. ng of heart, which excellence and goodneſs on every 
- other occaſion command, ſhould begin to be account- 
ed irrational, as ſoon as the Supreme Being becomes 
their objea. For what reaſon muſt human ſenſibili- 
ty be extinct towards him alone ? Are all benefits en- 
- titled to gratitude, except the higheſt and the beſt? 
Shall goodneſs ceaſe to be amiable, only becauſe it is 
It will, perhaps, 
invifaple being, is not quallified, to raiſe affection in 
the human heart. Wrapt up in the myſterious obſcu- 
rity of bis nature, he eſcapes our ſearch, and affords 
no determinate object to our love or defire. We ge 
' forward, but be is nat there; and backward, but we 


dani perceive, him; on the leſt hand, where be work- 8 
e, but we cannot beheld him: He bid#th himſelf on the © | 


right Band, that we cannot fee bim —Notwithſtanding 


;. + obſcurity, is there any being in the univerſel 
more real and certain, than the Creator of the world 


andthe ſupportix of all exiſtence ?-Is he, in um we 2 


live and move, to diſtant from us too exaite devote? 
4 ) 6 = , 3 I 3 4 Id 
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be ſaid, that an unknown and 
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wi n N 'we cannot le; but to 
of _ de unſeen, and.imperfeQly known, in many other in- 


T, | ancey, precludes... neither gratitude. nor love. It is 
ne not the ſight, ſo much as the ſtrong conception, or 

0 | at deep impreſſion, of an odject, which affects the paſ- 
3 ſions. We glow with admifation of perfonages, Who 
ad have lived in a diſtant age. Whle nations have been 

e.. . tranſported with zeal and aff-Qtion, for the genefons he- 

ed ro, of publicdeliverer, whom they knew onty by fame. 

im Nay, properly ſpeaking, the dire object of our love, 

at - 48 in every caſe inviſible. For that on hich affection 

N- is placed, is the mind, the foul, the internal charac- 

*S: ter of our fejlow-creatures ; which ſurely, is no leſs. 

Je 2 n than the Divine Nature itſelf. is, from the _ - 

he - view of ſenſe. From actions, we can ofly infer the 2 

he diſpoſitions of men; from what we ſee of their beha- -— 

w- * | - viour, we collect what is inviſible; but the conjec- | 

Ty ture which we form, f is, at beſt, imper fett ʒ and 

at- | _ when their s ions excite. our love, much of their 

des - . heart remaio ſtill unknown. 4 aſk then, in what re- 

th- . ſpe&-God is leſs quallified than any other being, to 

en- dee an object ofaffeQion ? Conwnced that he exiſts; = 3 

ſt? - -beholding his goodneſs ſpread abroad in his works, ex- Þ 

Ee erted in the government of the world, diſplayed in- 
„ . - mw bame — 2 to ſenſe, in the actions of his Son - 

and 1 — Chriſt 3 are we not furniſhed with every eſſential | 

in * fite which the heart demands, in order to in- i 

„„ 2 e the moſt warm, and at the ſame une the moſt 1 

rds ; CR 2 emotions? ? 

eg” li If theſe conſiderations juſtify the teaſonablenets 4 

we 5 as expeſſed i in veneration, lore, and —_ 

rke "BR  - tude, the ſame train of thought will equally ruftify it 

the BH when 9 in the forms of deſire, delight, or oo 

ung " VP 25 The latter are indeed, the conſequence 

rlet | the „ For we cannot but deſire ſome com- 

rid 2 munication with what we love; and will naturally re- 

I iu ourſelves to one, on whom we have P the 

dn... Fall confidence of — | .T'be an of a de- | 

His _ out || 
r . The; ; ; e . 1. 


led the objects of their devotion; reputation, plea- 


Aduce religion | into ſo cool a ftate; as not admit love, 7 
affeQion, and deſire, we ſhall leave it in poſſeſſion of F {dee 
Lock abroad-into 1 * 1 


C 


3 3 man after RR. 3 of God, are the etfede 


of that earneſt wiſh for happineſs, which: Seni N 


ry breaſt, All men have — ther may be cal- 


ſure, learning, riches, .or what ever apparent wk 
has ſtrongly attatched their heart. I his becomes the . 
Center of attraction, which draws them towards it; 
_ which quickens and regulates all their - motions.. 
While the men of the world are thus influenced by 
the objects which they feverally worſhip, ſhall he — 
ho directs his devotion towards the Supreme Being, 
de excluded from a place in the ſyſtem of rational con- 
duct ? or be cenſured for having , 'whoſe ſen- 


ſibility correſponds to the great cauſe which moves "NF 


them ?—Having vingicated the reaſonablenels of de- 


votion, I come, 
IN the ſecond place, Fe how” its 


| the high place which it 


ee 


they reject not devotion as irratibngl, yet conſider it 
as an unneceſſary refinement; an attainment which 
may be ſafely left to recluſe and ſequeſtered perſons, 
who aim at uncommon ſanctity. I he ſolid and ma- 


AS polleſſes in the ſyſtm-of refi- | 
-, gion. I addreſs myſelf now to thoſe, 'whoy though = 


1 0 * 
- , a 


terial duties of a good life, they hold to be in a great 
meaſure independent of devout affeQion; and think 
them ſufficiently ſupported, by their ne cofinec- 
tion with their intereſt, both in this and in à future 
world. They infilt much upon teligion being a calm, 
A ſober, and rational principle of conduct. I admit 
That it is very laudable to have a rational religion. _ 
But I muft admoniſh you, that it is both reproachful | 
and crimnal, to have an inſenſible heart. If we re- 


ſmall influence over human life. 
the world, and obſerve how few act upon deliberate. 
and rations! views of their true intereſt. The bulk * 
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5 profeſſes to werſbip; God, and to believe in Chriſt: 
and yet raiſes his-thoughts:towards God, aud Bis Sa- 


coutward behaviour be ever ſo irreproachable, there 


ee uit have tainted the inward frame. This 


N =» | 5 
* 


© 


On — 3 | 
Taſte and indlinati- * 
on rule their conduct. To direct their inclination and 
taſte towards, the higheſt objls.; to form a reliſh 
within them, for yirtugus and n enjoyment to 
introduce religion into the hearty is the province . 
22 * n to che inte- 
re 0 

Agreeabiy 40 this doArine, he great Anthor of ent 

religion, who well new-whot ayes. in man, laid the 
foundation of his whole ſyſtem in the regeneration of 
the heart. The change which was to be ccompliſn- 
ed on his follometa, he did not purpoſe to effect, me- 
rely by regulating their exterdal conduct ʒ but by — 
ing wir them 3 new nature; by taking aug e 4 1 
| beart of ffons, and giving them. s. heart of fleſb,: that 1% 
_ a heart, relenting and tender, yieldintgz to the Divine 
impulſe, and readily ſuſceptible ef devout impreſſtons. 
Te Halt Ius the; Lord :thy Sed, with thy dart, 
and mind, an ſaul, and fir Nis i thefirft and — 
greet. cm ent. Ny Jan give mt ty honeys they - © 
call of Geda Sach of;us.; And, indeed, if the heart 

it is not eaſy. to convince what other 

 offering,ws W . wilt be. Sara ar IM. 


r 


"Re ouſt that man”? ; religion hs). 0 


viour, without any warmth of gr titude or love? I | = 
{peak. not. of thaſe-gccafional decays 'of | wW=' 3 
tion, io which-the beſt are ſobje&@, but of a totalin- 


_ ſenſibility. to this part of eli on. Surely, oy het + 


mul be ſome eſſential defect in a heart, which ef 
mains always unmoved at the view 


bes. - The affeQions cannot. in N — 
to flow in their natytal channel. Some concealed 


bo⸗ 
125 a Ons 3 Ts, 


Pl 8 * 
— : 2 2 


form- friend; or 1 heart you cevld'e 
ſwer, with retiprocal A to yours. 
wi it deferves that _—_ is not of the meſt 'athielle 


; and may, with reaſon; receive the —— 
takes  injuciciouly beſtowed)” of cold and dry 


ty. Such a perſon muſt, as yet, befor frum th . 


dom of Heaven, - 
As devotion is thus eſſential to teligionin its prin- 


ciple, ſo it enters into the proper diſchurge of all its 


duties. It diffuſes an anſpicions influence over the 


whole of virtue; The prevailing temper of the 
_ mind is formed by its mo '*frequent" Employ ments. N 
n cannot, there- 


_ Imtereourſe with. 


fore, but ennoble and prove it. The pure love of 
God, naturally connects itſelf with the love of man. 
Hence, devotlon has been often ſound a powerful in- 


2 in humanizing the manners of men, and 


ng their unruly paſſions. It ſmooths what is tough, 
| and eg wha is fierce; in our nature: 
__ great purifier of the affe&ions. "It inſpires com 
af the low gratifieations belonging to animal life. It 
tes an humble and cheer — with 
our lot; and ſubdues that ——— 


of power, which has filled this unhappy world with | 


crimes and miſery.” Finally; it beſtows that enla 
ment of heart in the rede t God, which the 
great principle, beth: of perſeverance, and of / 


_ affeQions, ſets himſelf — Divine command- 
ments, will advance in obedience with a O and 
langvid peace; like one who, catrying a 


votion has warmed, will proceed on his v 


1 and rejoicing. Tue one periorms his duty, cn de- 
nag 2 it is commanded ; the other, becauſe he loves 
. The one is inclined to do no more than neceſſity - 
—— the other ſeeks to excel. The ane looks + 


Iris the 


Freſs in virtue. He who; dnncqquainted with'devout 


ur- 
den, toils to mount the hill. But - he whoſe hezrt de- 
ay, cheerful . 


| | Wi ee W ** 


ed to a- 
Wirtue, 
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it-in religion itſelf : It is his meat ind drink to 
do the will of that heavenly Father, whom he loves 
2 adores. Which of theſe two are likely to make 


the greateſt impfovement. in- goodneſs, is exfily di- 


cerned, Let us now conſider, . 


Is the third place, the influence of devition..on - F 
the happineſs of life. Whatever promotes and ſtreng- 
thens virtue, whatever calms and 
Per, i is a ſource of 


eſs. Devotion, as I have 
uces. thoſe — in 5 
; ſpires compoſure of ſpirit, mi 
neſs, and benignity ; «weakens the painful, and che- 
pleaſing emotions; and by theſe meats, car- 


ſides exerting this habitual influence'on the mind; - 
| devotion opens a field of enjoyments, to which tha 
vicious are entire ſtrangers; enjoyments the more 
valuable, as they peculiarly belong to retirement 
when the world leaves us, and to adverſity when it 
becomes our foe. Theſe are the two ſeaſons, for 


which every wiſe man would moſt wiſh to profide 


ſome hidden ſtore of comfort. For let him be plac+ 


ed in the moſt favourable ſituation which the human "4 


Rate admits, the world can neither always amuſe him} 


nor always ſhield him. from diſtreſs. There will be 


many hours of vacuity, and many of dejeQion in his 
He. If he be 3 God, Aur prog loom 


how dreary will the gloom of ſolitude often proye ? - 

will ickneſs, difapy ppoint- 

his ſpirits ? But for thoſe. 
nſive periods, the pious man has a relief prepared. 


With what oppreſſire * 


- $$ the tireſome repetition of the common vanities 


forrows,/ devotion tranſports him into a new. region ; 
and furrounds him there with ſuch 
moſt fitted to cheer the dejeQtion, to calm the tu- 


OTE n Baur wounds of tin heat "W.the | 
8 2 . 


the tem- 


ies on the life of a pious man in a ſmooth and kla- 


3 2s are the | 


_ of life, or fram the painful corroſion of its cares and. I 
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world has been empty and deluſive, it gladdens him 
wn the proſpect of à higner and better order of 
'» things; about to ariſe. If nen have been ungrate ful 
and baſe, it diſplays before bim the faithfulneſs of 
that Supreme Being, who, though evety other fried 
fail, will never forſake him. -Canſult your experi- 1 
e gnce, and you will find, that the two greateſt ſources 5 
of ihwatd joy, are the exerciſe of love directed to 
wards a deſerving object, and the-exerciſe of hope 
terminating on ſome high and aſſured happineſs. Both 
theſe are Jupplied by .devotion ; and therefore we 
* © Have no reaſon to be ſurpriſed ;.if en ſome occaſions, 

it fall the hearts of -good men, with a ſatisfaQtion not 


The refined. pleaſures of a -pious mind, are, in ua | 
wan reſpects, ſuperiour to the coarſe gratification — 4 
| of ſenſe. The are pleaſures which belong to the _ 
- - -Higheſt powers, and beſt affeQions of the foul; 
whereas the gratifications of ſenſe reſide in the loweſt 
region of our nature. To the one the ſoul ſtoops he- 

low its. native dignity. The other, raiſe it above it- 
ſelf. The one, leave always a comſorileis, often a 
mortifying, remembrance behind them. . The other, 
are reviewed with applauſe and delight. Tre plea» 
| ſure of ſenſe reſemble a foaming torrent, which, af- 
ter a diſorderly courſe, ſpeedily runs out, and leaves 
An empiy and offenſive channel. But the pleaſures 
ef devotion reſemble the equable current of à pure 
iver, which enlivens the fields. through which it 
piaſſes, and diffuſes verdure and fertiluy. along its 

Hank. To thee, O Devotion l we owe the higheſt | A 
'._ - .mprovement of our nature, and much of the enjoy ,, . +73 

nent of our life. Thou art the ſupport. of our vir- 

ue, and the reſt of our ſouls, in this turbulent world. 
Thou compoſeſt the thoughts. Thou calmeſt the - HE 
- paſſions. Thou exalteſt the heart. Thy,commu, oe © 
4 than to the high ; to the poor, as wells n the © > ÞÞ 
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& 1 "thy 1 nas vorldty walta. I Bis 
rich. I thy preſence, worldly diſtinQions ceaſe z 
— and under thy influence, wordly” ſorrows are forget- 
Cx 4 | — 


1 ten: Thou art the balm of the wounded mind. Thy 
I > fanQtuary is ever open td the miſerable ; inacceſſible 
on to the unrighteous'and impure.” Thou beginneſt 
on earth, the temper of heaven. In thee the hoſts of _ 
angels and bleſſed ſpirits eternally rejoice. ' It now re- 
| II. I &NDzAvovuR to correct ſome errours, into 
"I » hich men are apt to fall concerning devotion.” For 
3 it is but too obvious that errours are often commitied 
in this part of religion. Theſe 1 disfigure 
us appearance before the world, and ſubje & it to un- 
juſt reproach. Let us therefore attend deliberately. 
to its nature, ſo as to diſtinguiſh pure and rational de- 


which is, in any degree, ſpurious and aduſterated. 
Isa the firſt place, It is an errour to place devotion” 
in the mere performance of any external act of wor- 
ſhip. Prayer and praiſe, together with the ordinan- 
ces peculiar to the Chriſtian religion, are the appoint» 
ed means of raiſing the heart towards the Suprerie. 
Being. They are the inſtituted figns of — 9 — M 
Ie fangusge in which it naturally expreffes e., 
Boas let us remetnber, that they are figis and enten 
A _ -or$ only and we all know, that, in various cafes, 
_ theſe ma) hot Totreſpond to the things Ggnifted, It 
is im the diſpoſition of the heart, not in the motion ut 
the lips, or in' the poſture of the body, that devotion 
„ - confilts. The heart may pray or "praiſe, when 00 
Words are uttered. But if the heart be unconcerned 
or ill affected, all the words we can utter, hom pro» - 
= perly framed ſoever, are no other vs x > and un- 
acceptable ſounds in the ear of the Almighty.” © 
In the ſecond place, It is an errour to 'conceive-the = 
pleaſutes and advantages of devotion to be indiſcrimi- 
-  - #ately open to all. Devotion, like many pate f 
/ "Egon, ey in dme lights be'confideted is d privis> . 4 
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i God, — to conſicde in bia friendſhip. 
bi tain 


* 
—- 
To . 
Fw \ 


4 e 


and in others as a duty. It is the 
Jane God, and to reſign themſelves to 
is the privilege of good men only, to rejoice in 
Hence. a cer- 
preparation 15 requiſite, for the . of de- 


votion in its whole extent. Not only muff the life be 
_ reformed from groſs enormities, but the heart muſt 


Have undergone that change which, the Goſpel de- 


wands. 77 pon kiiowledge of God —＋ | 
acquired. A proper foundation muſt be laid in faitb 


and repentance, for intercourſe with Heaven. 


They who would ruſh all at once from ths arms 
of the work, into the ſacred retreat of devotion ;, 


they ho imagine that retreat to ſtand always ready 
for the reception of ſuch as betake themſelves to it, 
| for no reafon, but becauſe every other refuge ex- 
cludes them, betray groſs ignorance of this pg 


' taſte its pleaſures ; and they graſp at hopes, to which 


they are not entitled. By incorporating with devoti- 
on ibe unnatural mixture of their unſanctiſied paſſi- 


wy defile and corrupt it. Hence that 
hich bes often 2 it. Hence, thoſe ſuper 
itious mort and auſterities, by which the 
falſely devout : hope to purchaſe favour 


om Gods 
hawpiced by the terrours of a guilty conſcience, — 5 


vninly Aruggling to ſubſtitute a ſervile end cringing 
l pure affe tions of a te- 


3 . 8 
beart, < 2 the hallowed fire of 
ve: devotion cannot burn; nor can! any incenſe af- 


cend from them, that ſhall be grateful to Heaven. 
| Bring n more vain bl, , Waſh ye, make you cleans" 
away the owl. of 


b though de votion * 4 pure heart, 


N. bee 1 muſt obier uc 


* 
F . 


rt of 
religion. They bring to it, faculties — 


2 your doings from before 3 : 
| by 2 the Lord, Ceaſe ie do evil, learn ie d u. 
draw nigh to God, and be will draw nigh te %.. 


avis liſe, and neceſſarily mage wh, exit 4 
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x. og kate thigh place, "That it is n-etrour to-conceive | 

Ris requiring an entire retreat from the worlds. — 
vation, like exery other branch of religion, was 

FF. n Bins: tor diſcharging the duties of life. We 

| 3 being ufeful to one another. It is evi- 

72 — of uf nature, and from our 

oom mon neceſſities and wants, that we were 

Carpe of Che for an aQive part on this earth 

pel of Chriſt, accordingly conſiders us as engaged 

in the concerns of the world ; and direſts its __ 

tations to mes, im all the various relations, chatadem, 


* : 


and employments of civil life. AbſtraQion: from 


ſaciety, therefore, and totab dedication of our time 


o davou exerciſes, ' cannot be the er- | | 


. thod of .acqriring the fa vour of God. 
1 © „ mean not however, to throw any blame le 

1 bo having loſt all reliſh for the ordinary purſuits of = 
fe, ia conſequence of ſevere wounds which they have 
_—__ =ecewed from aMliQtion 3, who, being left to ſtund 
alone, and diſcerning their connections with the world 
o be in ome meaſure broken off, chooſe to ſeck iran · 
. in a religious) retirement, and to--conſecrate = 
their 0 pa — imes 

deeur, a great retreat 
From theiwerld;-and'entitle.i — 4 
regard 0 the bulk of mankind, r 


we _— er by any 


hazaitd of viewing it at laſt tough a falſe-me- 


= Objecte, eſpetially, ſo great and fable aq 
of devotion, e 4 
and di ſos der our 


unremitting; attention, overſty 
Ha Themind, — returns 
r 


138; 


neuber requires nor implien 

from the a fairs of men. Nay, ir dhe nioſt: Parts/it 
will be cultivated with greater ſutceſs * thoſe who 
mingle it with. the active employments -of life. = | 


, * 
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eye, when 3 
imaginaty colours, and loſes the real diſtinction of ob- 


templation oſ celeſtial things, has been — 
fo miſtake the ſtrong impreſſionsof fancy, for ſuperva- 


taral communications from above. Totheiemploy- 
ments of devotion, as to all other things, thereare dus 


| Vevits. Thereis a certaintempetate ſphere, within whieh 
r rexertion, and moſt ſucreſs- 
iy prom rometes the purpoſe for-which it was deſrgned. 
the fourth place; It is an erour to imagine; that 
on: enjoins a total contempt» of all the pleaſures 

. wet age. human ſociety: It checke, . 

f diſſipation which is too prevaſent. 

— hs ik, pleaſures which are uolawiul, but lines 
vile that unlawful 


tirpar ing it. It forbids it as the buſineſs; but 


the ſpicitof truer which is boſtile to a char - 
— —v— in the Word. 
They who look with a ſevere and indignant eye; 
upon all the recreations by which'the cates of men art 


_ relieved, and the union of feciety- is cemented, ares 


in,two reſpeQs, injurious to religion. : Fieſty they ex- 
hihit 10 it others under: a forbiding form, by 
e the-garb of ſo much  unneceflay 
neat; they 'deprive the world of the 
their example might afford, i 


— 


— i 


tk ita 
jetts ſo the mind: v hen overbeated by perpe Wal con- 


of attachment 10 pleaſures | 
in themſelves innocent, which vn hilraws the attention 
_ of men from what is ſerious and important. But it 
brings amuſement under due limitation, without exp 


permits 
da the relaxation, of lfe.. For there is nothing i” 


3 | 


g theJine be- | 
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I - preſumption, and put vice to tt e bulſh. But, through _ 
— © Þ -  - judicious ſeverity they fall ſhort of the good they. 

©. might perform. By an-indiſcriminate-cenſure of all a. 
a muſement, they detra@ from the weight of their re- 

oof; when amuſement becomes undoubtedly finful; 
By totally withdrawing themfelves from the 'errcle of 
cheerful life, they deliver up the entertainments of ſo» | 


= Tap fy eiety, into the hands of the looſe, and the corrupted — "I 


| D and permit the blind power of faſhion, uncontroule 
4 1 de ores e eee | 
us way over the world. 1 

In the fifth place, It is — bully 4 

devotion nouriſhes'a ſpirit-of ſeverity, in Judging of _ 

f the en characters of others. Under this re- 

indeed, it has ſo long ſuffered . in the world z 


what, pe too many, the appellation of devouty ſug- 


1 geſts no other character, but that of-a four and re- 
Pp clufe-bigot; who. delights: in cenſure. But the re- 
preach is unjuſt 3 for ſuch a ſpirits entirely: oppoſite 


4 to the nature cf true devotion.” The very fuſb traces 


which it imprints on the mind, ate candour and hus 
mility. Irs principles are liberal. He- genius is una - 


ry allowance for others which humanity can 


E claims no privilege of locking · into their hearts, or 


$8: i deciding with" deres ue der eternal, dect 
N | your ſuppoſed devdtion produce rage pw Kit 


infuſe har ſnneſs into your ſentiments, and 


| by _ ferious appearance, cafnal paſſhons lurk... And, if ever 
„„ ir ſhall ſo far4tft you vp with-(elf-eonceity as tg make 
. you eſtabliſſ your own” opinions as an anfallible + 
add fon the whole chriſtian- world, and lead you $6 
cConſigu to perdision, all who differ from jou, either 

1 in 2 tenets, er in the mode of expreſſing - 

mem; you may reft aſſured; that to: much pride you... 


'Y 8 e and of Wn Gol oF Crit. Finalfy ha, 


_. 1ato-your ſpeech ;.yourmay - conclude,; chat under a 5 
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'] . furniing and mild. Severe only to itſelf, it makes eve- 1 A 


- have joined much ignorance, bath of-the natare 8 iN 
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mit very different degrees O 
_ warmth and exaltation. Some perſons, by the frame 
of their minds, are much more ſuſceptible than othere,. 


| theview of Diyine goodueſs, glow with a- warmer 
ardour of love, and, by eonſequence riſe to a higher _ 
elevatior of joy and 
and calm affections, devotion often dwells; and, 
though it produce no tranſports in the mind, diffuſes 


over it a ſteady ſerenity. vout ſenſations not only 
3 * es according to the frame of different 


| tempers; but, even among the beſt diſpoſed, ſuffer 
much int ion and deeay. - It were wo much to- 
expect, that i in the preſent ſtate of human frailty, thoſe = 
happy feelings ſhould be uniform and conſtant. Op- 
| pretfion of wordly cares, languor of ſpirits, and infir- 
mities of health, frequemly indiſpoſe us for the enjoy-- 
| ment of devout affeQions. Pieus men, on thoſe ce- 
ea ſions, are in hazard of paſſing judgment on their own 
Kate with too much — as if, for ſome great 
miquity, they were condemned by Ged to final hard- 
neſs of heart. Hence ariſes that melancholy, which 
| Has been ſeen to overcloud them ; 3 
decaſiom to many contemptuous ſcoffs ungodly men. 

But iris a metanchoty which deſerves to be treated wit 


5 tenderneſe, not with contempt. It is the exceſs of 


5 nt pigus ſabiiliry, It is the overflowing of 
n heart affected, in an extreme degree, with the hum- 
ble ſenſe of-its own failing, and with ardent concern 
ae them of Go A weakneſs, however, 


ve admit it to be; though not acrime ; and bold it ie 


de perfeQily ſeparable from the eſſence devotion. 
For contrition, though it may melt, ought 6" 
or ovetpo r ee Nee The tear of | 

ans brings — Religion is a' 
2 9 werey 
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ths hae, a a KS, 
pap] rapture and ſpiritual joy belong to.devoti> - 
vout 


of the tender emotions.” Fhey more readily relent at 


hope. But, in the midſt of ilk 


merit of Chri 
, thoſe miſkakes, to which the corruptions of men, r 


the elevation of the ſoul towards him, n ſimplic) 


devotion-is his gift. From his aſpiration it proceeds. - 
Towards him it tende; and im his profence ME; 
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W en R 
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On the bunt « . * ns. "4 


1 1 which, in ® proper manner, reſts its ho 


on the infinite | 


e e 
To conclude, Let us remove from devotion, - 


z 
_ 


their ignofarice and prejudices, have 'given riſe. . 
vs let it be the worſhipof God, in /pirit and in r 


and love. Let us purſye'it as the priveiple of vittu- 
ous conduct, and. of inward peace. By e 
fericus meditation on the great objects of religion; 
us lay ourſelves open 40 its influence: 'By I 


the inſtitutions of iche Goſpel, let us chefi 
preſſions. And above all, let us pray to Cod, that be * 
may eſtabliſh its power in our Heart. _ here, if - 
any where; his affiſtahce'is requiſite. _ be ſpirit of 


it ye full ns 8 | 
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— . * that by them it is in brand of be 
2 regarded. Experience enforces the admonit; 24 
the moſt giddy; 7 they baue advanced in years. 

But IG koke tate. of youthful Views and paſſions, is. | 
5 F ſe to ſobriety of 4 The ſcenes which pre- 
ſent themſelves, at our entering upon the world, are. 

3 monty flatteripg. Whatever they, be in them 
= 50 the kyely ſpirits of the, young. gild every open 

F ing pruſpe&. The field of hope appears to Qtretch, 
= he 1 "9 them. Pleaſure ſfeems-10.. put forth its. 
1 oy 


ſſoms on every fide. . Impelled by de ſire, forward. 
ruſh with inconfiderate ardour : ., Prompt to de- 


and to chooſe ;, averſe to date, or to nf 
x 1 credulous, becauſe untaught. by experience 5; 
ſh, becauſe unacquainted, with danger 3 head | 


ran” becauſe unſubdued by diſap opens. He Hence 
ariſe the perils, of which: it is my = 
warn them. T thall take lieg of aw in its 43 "FF 
comprehenſive ſenſe, as including the whole of that 
- diſcipline which religion. ende preſcribe to youth. | 
Though the words of the Text are 2 addreſſech 
13 to youpp men, Yets as. the ſameadmonition;is gigen in 
2 verde · to the other ſex, the. inſtructions. 


% . 
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2 
= which ariſe from the Text are to be confidered as. = | 
. E. common to both. Ys wg yt 8 3 


N ! 
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on the part which, you are to act, that your weltuas- 


or unhappineſs,, your honeut, or infamy depend 
| Now, when, beginning to 2c that — nh can bs. 


2 conduct with the moſt ſerious attention, 


except that of amuſement ; if you allow — 
on looſe and careleſs on ibe tide of life, ready 19- | 


% 
- % | 
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Aden, you, may learn, that it is not on the exter 
condition in which 'you-find yourſelves placed, 


of greater moment, than, to;.regulaze your. plan. of -- 


have vet committed any 29 th —— 1 
K, inſtead of exerting for, this * l 3 
poſe, you deliver yourſelves up. at ſo critical a time, 4 


to ſloth and pleaſure if you refuſe to iſe to any 
counſeſlor but humovs, or te attend to any pur 


veceive any direction which the current of faſhien 
may chance togive you z what can you expect to fei- 
low. from fuch beginnings? While 3 y. arognd -M 
Jou are under the ſad conſequences of a like i 7 
| Hileretion, 05 8 tall vr thoſe wal 47 
ces extend to you Shall you only attain ſucceſ#wi = 
out that preparation, and eſca Bee without 5 1 
- Precaution, which is required, of others } Shall 8 
"ns grow up to you, of its own accord, and ſolicit” 
Your acceptance, when the reſt of mankind. iris the 
fruit of long cultivation, and the acquiſition of daher 
and. care ?—Deceive no not - yourſelves. with fuck aro- A 
© --7 MOD.) Whatever be your rank, Providence - 
Jour ſake, reverſe its eſtabliſhed order; 
1 5 aq ay 1 8 being bath ep ined you to ale 4 3 
n eps ons We” .=Y 
your Creator in mp A f your youth.” He , 
th decreed, _that they only 70 2 ofter wiſdom, 

- find it ; that fais hai be afflifled, berauſe of 

their. tranſgreſſions ; and that wheſo refufeth in 

un, ſhall de ray bis own faul. By liſtening. 1 

_ -admonitions,; and; tempering the vivacity of pont 
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Ernſure cheat fulneſs for the, reſt of life; but by de. 
yourſelves at preſent to giddi neſs and _ 


pnadation of — heavineſs 


\. © When you look es to theſe | plans of ifs 

- Which either yorr ' circumſtances bave 10 
=— you friends have propoſed, you will not apes, 6 is 
= .- acknowledge, that in order to ns them with ad- 


„ 


key, yo you lay. the 
of heart. 


* - vantage, ſome previous diſci ine is requiſite, Be 
WO” affured, that whatever if to be your profeſſion, no 
education is more neceſſary to your ſucceſs, than the 
acquirement of virtuous diſpoſitions and habits. 
This is the univerſal preparat on for every character, 
and every ſtation in life. Bad as «the world is, ref 
; 1 is always paid to virtue. In the uſual courſe of | 
human a fades, it will de found, chat a plain unde- a 
ſtanding joined with acknowledged worth, contri- 
dates more to proſperity, than the brighteſt parts with- | 
du probity or bonour. Whether ſcience, or buſi- : ”” 
 bhefs, or public life, by your aim, virtue ſtill enters, 9 
for a principle ſhare, into all thoſe great d rements 
+" df foctety. It is conneQed with eminence, in ever libe-- 
val art; with reputation, in every branch of fair and 
___bſeful 'bufineſs ; ; with diſtin@ion, in every public ſta- 
non. The vigour which it gives * mind, and the 
weight which it adds to charakter; hed rod 
timents which it breaths, the undaunt 
N inſpires, the ardour of diligence l it 4 
e freedom which it procures. from — — and 
L ar been w e * = 1 of alt 
t is high in fame, * amang men. 
Ks 5 Ah oh haiti goes Bn EN — 
5 225 now poſſeſs, virtue is à neceſſary + 
2 to their ſhining with proper luſter. N £ 
the attractions of the kate orm, if it be e 


that nothing: within, correſponds to the pleatin 9 
Perances without. Shork, are RN I triumphs BY ' = 
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ever impulſe you now give to your deſires and | 
on, the direction is likely to cominue. It will rom 4 
the channel in which your liſe is to run; 


employment of this important period, 2 


333 


5 


ede a . de attentions | 


you can hold the eſteem, and ſecure the hearts of o- 


thers, only by amiable diſpoſitions, and the accom- 


pliſhments of the mind. Theſe are the qualities 
whoſe influence will laſt, when the luſtre of all that 
ance ſparkled and dazaled has paſſed away. 

I et not then the ſeaſon of youth be barren of in 


provements ſo eſſentiab to your future felicity and ho- 


Tour. Now is the ſeed- time of life; and accordi 


to what you ſow, you ſball reap. Your charaQy IM 
now, under vine e of your own formi 


your fate is, in ſome meaſure, put into you own-ha 


\ Your nature is at yet plain and ſoft. - Habits have 


not eſtabliſhed 3 


Prejudices have not 
underſtanding. 


The world has not 


occupied your 
[53 time ee contraſt and debeſe your abeftions” All 


your powers are more vigorous, diſembarrafled, _ 
free, than they will be at any future period. Wün- 


nay, it m 
determine its everlaſting iſſue. Conſider then the 


truſt which ſhall ever be committed to you as, in 


a great meaſure, decifive of your happineſs, in time, 
and in eternity. As in the ſueceſſton of the ſeaſons, - 


— by the invariable laws of Nature, aſfects the 

udtons of what is next in courſe; ſo, in human 
1 very period of our age, according as it is well 
or ill ſpent, influences the happineſs of that which is to | 


_ follow. Vutubus youth gradually brings forward 
accompl 


iſhed and flouriſhing manhood ; and fuch man- 


| hood paſſes of itſelf, without uneaſine(s, into reſpe&- 


able and tranquil old age. out when Narers is bop. 
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be tuiſed awsy- ann manhood | 
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*; 


* 


perth de contemtinter and old age miſetable. If the 
beginnings” oF life Fave been "vanity, its dauer enk 5 
enn de no other than vexation'of ws, CES. 


Having thus ſhownthe im wot beriningen | 
to give 1 attentiom to eonduct, I come, ne 
0 point out the virtues which are moſt nece 
3 in youth. What Fal, n 
I. RecommEnD, piety to God. With this T 
| dew, bom as the foundation 3 and 2 
diſpoſition particularly grace becoming inn 
youth. To be void oh argues a cold heart, "-""Y — 
tute of ſome of the beſt affeQions Which belong to 
mat age. Vouth is the ſeaſon of warm and generous 
emotions. The heart ſhould then, 1 5 
riſe r to the admiration of what is great, glu with 
the h ve of what is fair and ereilt, and melt at 
che diſcovery of tenderneſs and goodnets.. Where 
Lan any object be found, fo proper to cindle thoſe al. 
ſections, as the Father of the univerſe, and the Author 
of all felicity > Unmoved by veneration f cam 9 
' contemplate that grandeur and majeſty, which his - 
+ woerkgevery where diſplay? VUntouched by gratitude, 
3 enn you: view that profuſion of good, which, in this 
| ſeaſon of life, his benefice nt hand pours 
"IE fn ir ney Happy in the love and affections * 
___ thoſe with whom you are conneQted-look up to the 
Supreme Beirg, as the inſpirer of all the friend 
which has ever been ſhown you by others; him 
| Jour beſt and your firſt friend ormerly, the fup- 
porter of your i infancy, and rhe guide of your chi 
= hood; pow the guardian of your youth, and the” 
= of your coming years. View reli homa 
XS expreſſion ot gratitude to ny; all. 454 1 
«ſs. Conſider it as the be ſervice — your 7: 6 ol 
err; of him; 10 m your parents devoted you, . 
3 bim, v hom in former ages your anceſtors hon] > 
5 200 „ eee * — 
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e 50 FA tender ſen· 


| Hdilities of ſoul, ler religion-be-with-you, not the cold " 
_ -andbarrencfisprings of ſpeculation, the warm and 
„ hetatewof the in hh + ta "7." 12 "x 


But though piet 
abe ad of the ——— gr give a 


direction to the devout aſfections. You muſt 


is requiſite, to 


endeavour, therefore, to acquire juſt views, both of 
the great principles of natural religion, and of the-pe- 


3 goſpel. this end, =. > 
tbe! ſecret ſcriptures "Conſult the word of 


more than the Hüeme of men, if you would know 
the truth in its native purity. When, upon rational 
and ſober enquiry, your princi- 

ples ) ſuffer them not to be ſhaken, by the ſcoffs. of 
the licentious, or the cavils of the ſceptical. Re- 


you have. eſtabliſhed 


member that in the examination of every great and 


comprehenſive „ "ſuch as that of 'Chriſtianit . 
vane picked) to occur; and that =” 
_ 'fonable evidence is not to be rejected, becauſe the 
yen hee ern e = 
, and to through ag 4 a 
your minds wit h . A 
_ -facred. - Let! no wantobneſs of youthful” ſpirits, 16 
| compliance with the n of be 4 
r nothing ives a more YM 
| 1 petulance and pr 8 8 


Aunpꝛe ſo 


outh, than the affe ctation of -treati 
ity. Inſſead of being an evidence 


ind re- 


manners 
3 my — 3 
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chiefly: belong'te the heart, yet 


2 —— _—_ 
_derflunding,7it dſcovers atpert and ſhallow mind; ß 
which vain of the firſt ſmatte rings of knowledge, pre 
n eee ee 
- verse. 1 i Mer 85 * FO tude — 4 "FR 1 — 3 
39 At the ſame ee 805 to imagine, that 19 
hen enoheted to be religious, you gre to cu up ie 
decome more formal and ſolemn 1 you,j 4 


_ been eftecmed a 
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The ſpirit of true religion breaths gentleneſs 222 


_ "haviour. * is ſocial, kind, and cheerful : far re- 
moved from that gloomy. and ihiberal ſuperſtition 


| which clouds the brow, ſharpens the temper, dejects 
the ſpicit, and teaches meu to fit themſelves foranc- 


ther world, by negleRing the concerns af this. Let 
Four religion, on the: contrary, connect p 


reparation. 
for heaven, with an honourable of the du 


Hes of active life. Let it be affeciated-in;your ima- BY 
gination, with all that is manly and, ufefulz it 


whatforver things ane true, are ju, are ſurm ure 


 Jouely,_ are of good report, wherever, there is n , 


and wherever there is any frai/e: Of ſuch religion 


diſcover, on every proper occaſion, that yomare mat 
aſhamed; but avoid making any unneceſſary of 


tation of it Before the world... „ eee ESI IT EIN 


II. To piety, join modeſty and: docility, reverence 
of your parents, —— — who are your 


faperiours in knowledge, in ſtation, and in years. 
Dependance and obedience belong to youth... Ma- 


lering on the c 


r of. life, it is your part, not to 


_ offume the reine as yet into your bande; but t c- 


chit yourſelves to the guidance of the more experi- 


who | have gore before uu. 


Hlaſt the 


of its future proſperity, more than 


er we preſumption, on, — chock * 
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febilny. It gives a Native unaſfected aaſe to the he- 1 


defy is ane of its chief ornaments ; and has ever 
e of riſing merit. W bun 


_ enced, and to become wite by the wiſdom of thoſe 


f all the follss. incident — there are 
none w hich-either deform ita preſent appearance; or 
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= SS Falt of = 
wu of | a their own. abilities, they deride the admonitions whaeht— = 
ede give . by nay 1 timorͤn 
8. ſuggeſtions oo; wiſe. to „tea ina 
* . aide, too forward to be 3 | 
FX they with precipitant indifcretion, into - 
5 mig of all the dangers with n 
— Seeff thou a young man 1wiſe in his own cenceit F T bers 
ws 2 is more hope of a Jen than of him.—Politive as you 
dos we in yaur opinions,” and confident in your af 
_ fertions, be aſſured, that the time approaches, when 
both men and things will appear to you ip a different, 
Many characters "which you now admires 
wil, by and by, 8 and mam; p- 
pions, of which you are at preſent moſt aged 2 
vill alter as you advance in years. Diſtruſt, ther- 
| fore, that glare of youthful — which dan 
zles your ches. Abound not\in your own'ſenſe. Furt 
Rot 1 with _ __ — 1 
nor imagine, t the impetuolity of j =: 
Eren 1 
eſtablied, and change the face of the "= 
Learn not to think more highly of your felves' than- you —— — 


q A A By _ bY 

' gradual progt n in improvement, you may in +>, a 
x: ume, command jaſting eſteem. But by aſſuming'at 
F preſent, & tone of ſi z to which you have no 
4 title, you will diſguſt thoſe whoſe approbation it ? 
8 | moſt unportant to gain, Forward vivacity-may fit 
_ you to be the companions: of an idle hour. Morse 

4 foli qualities muſt recommend you to the wiſe, ant 
8 mark you out for pans end conſiderations - 


* n | | 2 ' . 
— Ir is recammend — 7 j - 
a. TIES the 33 virtue. That - 
darkneſs | character, where we can ſee no heart | 


moſe ol art, *through which no native afleQi- © 
. on in eee ren a arch g. 
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the fore-runner of perfidy in old age. 


Or oy "BY 


miable in every ſeaſon of life, e e 
min youth. If, at an hen the heart is warm, 
© when the emotions are ſtrong, and when nature is ex- 
_ peQed to ſhew itſelf free and open, you can 1 
ſmile and deceive, what are we to look for, When 
you ſhall be longer hackneyed in the ways of men: 
when intereſt ſhalt have completed the cbduratiom of 
your heart, and experience ſhall have improved you | 
m all the arts of guile? Diſſimulation in youth, is 
ss firſt ap- 
pearance, is the fatal omen of growing pry 
and fature ſhame. - It degrades parts and learning; 
_ obſcurgs the luſtre of every accompliſhmetit ; and 
_ you: into contempt with God, and man. 
As you value therefore, the approbation of Heaven, - 
or the eſteem of the world, cuſtivate the love ot 


truth. In all your proceedings, be direct and con- 


ſiſtent. Ingenuity and candour pcſſeſs the moſt pow. 
erful charm; they beſpezk univerſal favour, | and 
carry an apology for almoſt every failing- The 4] 
of truth, fball be eftablifhed for ever ; but a 
 kangue is but for & moment. — The path-of truth, is a 
plain and fafe path; that of falehood, is a es 
ing maze: After che felt departure from fincerity, 


nt is not in your power to flop. One article ana» 
voidably leads on to another; till as the intrieacy v 


the laberinch increaſes, you are left entangled in your 


own ſnare. Deceit diſcovers à little mind, which Fol 
riſing” de 


ſtops at temporary expedients,” without 
comprehenſive views of conduct. It betrays at the 


fame time à dafſtardly ſpirit. It is the | refource- of 


one, who wants courage to avew: his deſigns, or d 
reft upon himſelf. Whereas openneſs of character 


_ diplays:that generous. boldneſs, which ought 16 dif. 5 
"Ainguiſh youth: -- Fo ſet out in the world" with no 


: other principle than a crafty attention o intereſt, 


| bejokens ene who is dn n for ciecping throught” \al 


kee wal ie. Man to ä th 
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I  vident, but the cando 
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| , ference. to:honaur above gain, when they ſtand. 


% 


competition 3 to diſpiſe every advantage, which can- 


| *meanneſs, and to ſtoop to no diſſimulation; are the 
eminence anddeſtinQion in life. 
At tbe ſame time, this virtuous n 
fſetctly conſiſtent with the moſt prudent vigi 


dom. It is pot the. ſimplicity of à weak and jmpro- 
andour of an enlarged and noble 


7 


j 


-  Eopnts it both baſe aud unprofitable; and who ſeeks | 
no diſguiſe, becauſe he needs none to hide him. 


Lord ! who ſball abide in thy taberncle ? Who ſhall a: 
ſcend into thy boly hill ? He that walketh uprigbtly, 2 


aud worketh rigitetouſneſi, and ſpeaketh the truth” in 


- 


"your conpanigns,, as man 
how .unxnown te you are the 


Pry... . . 5 


1 


1 not be attained without diſhoneſt arts ? to brook s 
indiestions of -a great mind, the preſages of future 4 
r | 


caution. It js oppoſed to cunning, not to true wWii- 


5 Wy. Yoorn is the proper ſeaſon of cultivating - 
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of the world; and how often they, om whom iguel Fe 
rant and contemptious young men once looked d%jmi 8 
with ſcorn, have riſen to be their ſuperiouts in futu⸗ 9 
e * 
133 Chmpathon — of which 5 b ought =. 
never to be aſhamed. Grecf in youth the ter NF 
of ſympathy, and the heart that melts atthe tale of 
wo. Let not eiſe and indulgence contract your af- | 
 feQtions, and wrap you up in ſelfiſh enjo EY. 
Bot go ſometimes to the bowſe of ' morning, . well s 
5 2 of feaſting. Accuſtom yourſelves 5 2 
| of thediftreſſes of human life; of the ſolitary c 85 
* the bog parent, and the weeping orphan. 
R ſhalt not har des thy beatt, ner ur thy hands from 
per brother ; but thou ſhalt ſurely give unto Aim in 


7 


day of his need : And thine beart ſhall not be grieved 
avhen thou giveſt unto him; becauſe that fat this thing, 
- the Lord thy God ſpall bleſs thee in all 25 works, — 


Never ſport with pain and diſtreſs, im any of your * | 
amoſements ; nor treat even the meaneſt — with 
vanton cruelty. : * 
In young minds, there is commonly a pro- 

ſity to particular intimacies and frend{hips. Youth, 
4 is the ſeaſon when friendſhips are ſometimes 

formed, which not only continue through ſucceeding = 
life, but which glow to the laſt, with a tenderneſs un- 

' known to the connections begun i in cooler years. The 

pftopenſity therefore is not to be diſcouraged ; though _$ 
at the ſame time it muſt de regulated wit eh te. 

curſpeQtion and cate. Too many of the pretended __ 

- friendſhips of youth, are mere combinations in plea» - * 

' ſure. They are often founded on capricious: liings ; . "= 
ſuddenly contra ed, and as ſuddenly diflolved. = 

ttimes they are the effe& of intereſted complaiſance ans 

Hattet bs the one ſide, and of creduloos ſcndneſů * 

Ide other. Bewere of ſuch raſh and dan $conmec- - 

„„ which may afterwards load you with difhonout; - 

"ts enn that 1 A thoſe "As NA 
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5 rents 5 your' own” is tik ol 
ans tor ny of dy yr warkd: * 


Be flow, 8 foot rh in 


contrating inti- 
macy z but when a virtuous frrendflrip is once eſta- 


blüte, conſider it 48 a Cope nary Expoſe Þ 
Kok yourſelves to the reproach of lightneſs and incen- © | 
ſtancy, which always beſpeak, either a 1riffing, or a 
baſe mind. Reveal none of the ſecrets af your friend. 


Be faithful to his intereſts, Forſake him not in dan- | 
Abhor the thought'of acqui 


ring any advantage 
by his prejudice or hurt. Terre 775 / 


| tent that love 
| Af all times, and'a fm mn that is born for adverſity 


-T bing vtum friend, thy father's friend, 
Finally, on l in order to rend 


Ras. * 
your - 
ſelves amiable in ſociety, 4 — every e l of 
 hatſhnefs'in'behaviout. Let that courteſy diſti 


your demeanaur, which ſprings, not ſo much — 
ſtudied poſmeneſs, as from a mild and gentle heart 
Follow the cuſtoms of the world in matters indiffe- , _ 
rent; but ſtop when they becoine finful. Let your 
— — and flatural; and of courſe they. 
wil ener Affe tation is certain deformity, - . 

By * emſel ves on fantaſtic models, and vying - 
with one another in every reigning folly, the your = 
begin with being We 467% and end in dein weiden 5 
{ £24 ws. particuladly hort youth 

v4 a - Ls? | ex to tempe- _ 
ance in pleaſure: Let me admoniſty them, to he-. 
ware of that cock on which thouſands, from race to + 
race, continue to ſplit. The love of pleaſure, natus _ 
Ful to man in every period of his life; glows at this 
age with exceſſive ardovr. Novelty adds freſh chatms,- 

as yet, to every gratification. The world appears to 
ſpread a &. feaſt ; and health, vi 5 5 high 3 
ſpit its, invite them to partake of it E ert reſtraint. Wn 
Ia vain we warn them of latent N Religion is 
rn ccuſed of inſufferable ſeverity, * 1 
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ons 92 heats aided with an. 1 that, A 
| 7 young. or Nag ay. friends, ic w hat do cherer 
ſttaints of 9 the counſels of age, with rex. 
pet toplealore, 44 They may all be dee 
ed in few words, not to hurt yourſelves, 20d dot to 
hurt others, by your purſuit of pleaſure. . Within 
theſe bounds, leaſure is lawful ; beyond them it bes, fs 
comes criminal, becauſe it is ruinous. Are theſe e. 
ſtrainis an other, than what a wiſe. 1 man would chooſe - 
to impoſe on himſelf? We. call you not- 0 re- 
nounce pleaſure, but to enjoy it in ſafety... nſtead - 
of abridging it, we exhort you. to purſue it on an ex- 
tenſtre — We e Na meaſures for ſecuring | is 
mr and for onging its duration. 
Conſult your hefe nature. Conſider youtſelves not 
only as ſenſitive, but as rational beings; not only as ra- 
tional, but ſocial ;, not only as ſocial, but immortal, 
Whatever violates your nature in any of theſe reſpects, 
| Cannot afford true pleaſure ;..any more than that which 
undermines an eſſential part of the vital ſyſtem, can 
promote health. For the truth of this concluſion, we ap- 
peal, not merely to the authority of religion, nor to the 


= 


| teſtimony of the aged, but to yourſelves and your own _ 


. Experience. We aſk, Whether you have not found, that 
in a courſe of criminal exceſs, your pleaſure was more 

chen comper ſated by ſucceeding pain? Whether, 
if not from every particular inſtance, get from every 
- habit, at leaſt, of unlawful gratification, there did. 
net ſpring ſome thorn. to wound you, there did nat 
ariſe ſome conſequence to make.you repent of it in 


the iſſue? How long then, ye f _ ones will ge <a 9 1 


5 inplicity⸗ How | long repeat the the ſame round of, per- 
niciqus folly, and ta 74 yourſelves to be 


$: * } in the ſame ſnar . + . any conſi- 
deration, or any firmoes i Pai dan n fag... 
- which you- wor found yourſelves ungaqual, with ag-. 
much care, as you w ld ſhun peſtilential infeQion.. 
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PE: Rs met. ag 
3 * — fer. ent ice thee, hr L t. dat e 
y EY rhe wine when it is red, when it giveth iff colour inthe 
R ; for at-the laſt, it biteth like a ſerpent, - and ſtingeti 
_ R 4 an adder. Remove thy way from Rog Sap 7Y 
898 4 aud come not near the-door:of her houſe. - Let T 
"Wee: . + " heart decline. to ber ways ; for her houſe'ts 1 "oh 
N hell. Thou goeft after her as a bird i ee, wo „ 


. -end knoweth not that it is for his life. ». 


ſe. |  - By theſe unhappy-exceſs of -irregular \pleaſuroin- 
tions are corrupted | 


„ -youth, how many-amiable diſ 
ad | or deſtroyed! How many riſing capacities a 
„ powers are ſu ed.! How many cr 
is | of parents and friends, are totally extinguiſhed We 
I dat muſt. drop a tear over human 2 when he 
-  _ beholds that morning which aroſe ſo bright, overcaſh; | 
Vith ſuch untimely — that good. humer 
onec captivated all hearts, that vivacity which parte, 
led in every 
ted for adorning the aer ſtation, all-ſacrificed at 
the ſhrine of low ſenſuality ; and one who was form». 
ed for running the fair career of life in the midſt of | 
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ſigniſicancy and contempt !—Theſe, O ſinf 

ſure! are thy trophies. It is thus that, co- operating 
wich the foe of God and man, thou degradeſt human, 
* , and-blaſteſt the opening Teepe HI 

elici 
Ve Diiicznc k, induſtry, and 

ment of time, are material duties of i 
no putpoſe are they endowed with the For ye abilities, 


{ ang, in this caſe, w 


e. In youth, the ha bits of induſtry are moſt eaſi 
- In N ; 


: > EY from ambition and from: duty, from mylgaioa and. I : 
ape, l 3 * 5 


ny, thoſe «bilities which-ware: „ 


public eſteem, out off by his vices at the beginning 
of his courſe, of ſunk, for the whole of it, ry Nur. 
ul 95 


Ts 4 


if they. want aQuvit T for exerting them. Unavaile. : x. 
be every direction that can bs 
28 either for their — or ſpiritual — ©, $ 
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the foundation of pleaſure. Nothing 5 
F oppoſite to the true enjoyment” of life, a2 ? 
— relaxed and feeble ſtate of an indolent mind. He. j 
who'is a ſtranger to induſtry, may poſſeſs, but he can- = 
not enjoy. Por it is labour only which gives the re- 
lin to pleaſure. It is the appointed vehicle of every 15 
good id man. It is the indeſpen iti 3 
© Dur poſlefling a ſound mind in a ſound: body. Sloth 
As ſo inconſiſtent with both, that it is hard to deter- 
mine whether it be a greater foe to virtue, or to 
malth and happineſs. Inactive as it is in itſelf, its 5 
" effeQs: are fatally powerful. "Though it appear a 1 
| Hovly flowing ſtream, yet it undermines all that is — 
+ | Mable and flouriſhing, It not only aps the foundation —_ 
- of every'virtve, but pours upon Jeu a-deluge of crimes FF | 
| and evils. - It is tike* water which firſt purifies by 
5 z und then-ſends up noxious vepours, and 
_ ills the atmoſphere with death. 2 
© © Fly, therefore, from idleneſs as the certain parent 
woch of guilt and of ruin. And under idlenets l in- 
dude, not mere inaction only, but all that eitcle of 
ttliliing occupations, in which too many ſaunter away 
— youth ; perpetually engaged in frivolous ſociety, 
5 amoſemente, in the labours of drefs; or the 
WE offentation of their perſons. —Is this the foundation 
© which you lay for {ure uſefulneſs ard eſteem? By: _ 
1 —— do you. hope to recommend 
EF | _ yourſelves to the — 1 — of the world; and tio 
,-_ anſwerthe ex of hen friends and your cone "ax 
1 uy ?—=Amouſements, youth requires. It Were vam, ö 
"Re? 33 to prohibit them. But though aller- 
. e relaxation, are moſt colpable as the 
13 ae of ., 3 ede they. 
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1 mot 5 4 4 — youtb, into contemptible eſfeminac 
EIS | Redegming your time from ſuch dangerous waſte, - 


Seck to Hl it with employments which you may re- 
view with ſatisfad ion. Theacquiſition of knowledge 
zz one of the moſt deer ea e, of you. 
The deſire of it diſcovers a liberal mind, and. is 

nected with many accompliſhments, and many ron 
tues. But —— — e — noviend © 


* 
- 4 * 4 


member 4 that the years whith — over = 
an heads, leave permanent memorials behind them 
rom $ minds they may eſcape ; but 
they remainin ——— Ts 
an important part of regi your The 
will hereaſter bear. teſtimony either for or-agai 
vou, at that day, when, for all your actions, but par- 
licularly for the ORs of nen Wr 
an ac to God | 
Tuos L have ſet before you, e the chief C5; A 
| qualifications which to that ſober mind;.that - 
_ virtuous and religious character, which the Apoſtle in F 
my Text recommends to youth; piety, modeſty, trum. 
benevolence; temperance, and induſtry. - Whether”: 4 
Jour future courſe is deſtined to be long or ſhort, aer, 4 
this manner it ſhould commence ; ; if it ene $ 9 
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of tint, or that which ir miaſured by nuniber of 
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But wiſdom is the gray hair to men, and an unſpotte 
eld age. l „ . N 
Lr me finiſh the fubjeQ, will 


Jou ought continually to perſerve. It is too common 


_” —— — — — ents" abi- 
ties for carrying them ſucceſsfully through life, they 

are careleſs .of applying to God, 2. of deriving 'any 

I  . aſfiſlance from what they are apt to reckon the 
* _- ' diſcipline of religion. Alas! how little do they know 

= the dangers which await them? Neither human wiſ- 
dom, nor human vir tue, unſpotted by religion, are 
ce equal for the try jng ſituations which often occur in life. 

By the ſhock and temptation, how frequenily have the 

moſt virtuous intentions been overthrown'? Under the 

_  - Prefluce of diſaſter, how often has the greateſt con- 

- Nancy funk? Z#very good and every perfect gift is from 

_ ebeve. Wiſdom and virtue, as well as riches and lo- 
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nnre in no better ſituation, with all your boaſted abili- 

EE without any guide to conduct them, or any ſhekeer to 
1" - "this {founded arrogance. 

*S r ha 1 can be 1 

IV) faith and repentance, apply to the Redeemer of 


Expect not, that your 


df the God of heaven. I conclude with the ſolemn 


[ 4 Ny ought to conſider as addreſſed to himſelf, and to en- 


x fears f 
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life 
4 | / . 8 
k | \ | | 
. tention to that dependence on the bleſſing Wen 
1 . a A £88 
wich, amidſtallyour endeavours after improvement, 


with the young, even when they reſolve to tread the || 


4 deu, came from God. Deſtitute of his favour, you 


cover them from the gathering ſtorm. Correct, then, 
of him who made youth.. © 
the world. By piety and prayer, ſeek the protection | 


word, in which a great Prince delivered his dying 
Charge to his ſon, words which every young perſonn 
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deve deeply on his heart. ThouSolomom, my ſan, se 
aaf thy fathers; and ſerve him with a r- 
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ru our duty, in every period of li 
2 as the li „ our (> varies with 
the progreſs of the day, ſo the rule of religious con- 
duc is diverſified in its application, by the different 
| ſtages of our Preſent exiſtence. . To every age, there 
* diſtin propriety of behaviour. - There 
* es de it, a ſeries of duties peeuliar to itſelf. 
Of thoſe which are incumbent on youth, b 
treated in the preceding diſcourſe. As we advance 
from youth to middle age, anew rr 
and a different character is required. The flow of -. 
82. and 1 ſpirits begins to ſubſidle. Life 
| — on 1 3 the mind, a % 
te and t The attention is now - 
4 —＋ pleaſure to intereſt; that is, to 
1 over a wider extent, and” W 25 4 
a larger ſcate. Formerly, the enjoyment of the - 
WT preſent moment occupied the-whole attention, Now, 
I _ no Gion terminates ultimately in itſelf, but, Tefers 
.; Sa. "to ſome more distant aim: Wealth and power, the 
„ of — 2 are vow coveted = . ; 
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„an enemy is to be overcome oy 
2 2 wy dif placed. Competitions 2 and | 
- a ſtrife of the + thickenson every fide, to 8 . 
men through this ien Leia without loſs of inte- 
Tity';. tg guard the temptations w_ 
ariſe from miſtakep, = interfering - intereſts ; to 
call chemfrom wordly purſuits, to ſerious — 
8 Concerns, is the great office of relt- 
gion. : 
But as this iaclades, f in a great meaſure, the whole 

tempaſs of moral duty ; as the general firain.of reli» 
| gious exhortation is addteſſed to thoſe who are in 
2 ſeaſon of life 3 a 8 of the virtues, pro- 

y belonging io middle age, may appear unneceſ® = 
fry» and would lead. us into too wide a field. Let 
© ys thereſpte turn our view to a bounded proſpect; 
and contemplate. a period af life, the; duties of which 
are circumſcrihed wuhin narrower limits. — — | 
54 ina 0 the human courſe, which eve args Ie IP 
do teach; and thergfore.the conſideratian of it, nar 
us all. F it a petiod juſtly entitled to general re- 
* Eves its failings ought to be touched with a 
gentle hand ; and though the petulent, and, the vain, 
"axis the haary head, yet the wileſk of men has 
 afſerted in the Text, that when found in the way mo 
nightrouſaghe, it i @,crpwn of glory. I hall, ff 
"offer ſome e concerning the errors which are” | 
wmoſt incident io the aged. Secondly, 1 ſball ſuggeſt MY 
| the peculiar prong _ to 3 5 1 
a * Point out the conſalations they may enjoy. Bi 

the. fallies and vices of yqut h, are chiefly de- 
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1 rom itexpetience and mption 4 fo, al- > 
K | teaged up o the 5 

| Feebleneſs and diſtreſa peculiar. to hat time of life. % 
LF: © Though in den part af lifes vexation ocular et, P 
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to the mind. 2 ry ron — "rnd or 5 
lify ing men for reli · ing 
AI in the-other, White it withdraws 
___ theipnecuſtomed/f s, it 4mpoſes, at the fun 
time, the additional burden of growing / infirmities. « 
In the former ſtages of their j Ts hope continued _ 
to flatter them with many a ſair andemticemg prof | 
pet. But in proportion as old age increaſes, thoſe. 
pflenſimg Muſions vaniſn. Life is contra@ted within k 
nur toe andi barren circle. Ver after year, en 
ſomewhat away from their ſtore of coniton, deprives + 
theim of: fome of their antient friends: blunts ſome e 
their — of ſenſation, or nn mem Aer 
gte of Pr idence 4 
| Pho mm ovi „it i 
bao gr ng before we are called away from the 
world, om attachment r 
eu theogh it de fit in itfelf; that 
human life, there is 4 mornings. 
ou de an evening alſo, when the 
» dows-ſhall admoniſn us of a ing 
| Have no reaſon to de ſutpriſed, if they 
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—— how. A Ree 
| nge which t ſuffer. The compla there. 
_ 'of the” dy Goo meet with N 


| , ought ds de wich 1 mpathy;! 
who muſt bear it in theit ny nan whe = | 
4A 2 ain of it as 
dame mes . — 
| fons'of life have their ſeverat "trials alloned:-to 


AF. =» On the Duties and? ES, 
mendrhomietrs to the eſteem and afſitanc of iP 
2 . the querulbus temper imputed to old 


conſidered as natural inſirinity, a- 
ther os as a. vice; the fame apology: cannot be 


made for that- peeviſh diſguſt at the manners, and 


| that malignant cenſure of the en nts, of the young. 
which: ĩs ſometimes found 7 — declining. 
Nohing can be more unjuſt, than to-take o- 


ence at others, on account of theis partaking of plea— 


| : fas, which is paſt your time to enjoy. By in- 
5 erful,temper, you- 1 tba 


uneaſineſs of age, and you alienate on whoſe 


d *ffeRiior- much of your comfort depends;---In, order: 


to make the two extremes of life unite in amicable 


ſociety, it is greatly to be wiſhed; that the young: 
would look forward, and conſider that they ſhall one 


day be old ; and that the old; would look back, — 


remember that they once were young, make proper. 


wances for the temper and the manners of youth. 
- But inftead of this, it is too common to find the 


aged ut declared emnity with the whole ſyſtem of 


peſent cuſtoms and manners; Perpetually A ander | 


the aſtoniſhing; vices and follies of the riſing 
on. All things, according to them, ar ing at 
into ruin. Decency and good order — become ex- 
tinct, ever ſince the happy diſcipiine, under which. 
they ſpent their youth, has paſſed. Away — Part, at. 
leaſh, of this diſpleaſure, you may fajrly i impute to the: 
F- infirmity of age, which thyows its own gloom.on every | 
fſurrounding object. Similar lamentations were in the; 
days of your youth, poured: forth by your, fathers 4 
and they who are young, ball, wben it comes 
to their turn, inveigh, in the like ſtrain, a 


ws who ſucceed them. ; Great has been the 


corruption of 
| the world in every age. Soſpcient gtound there isfor- 
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-of e iniquity and folly. "But thoogh partis. 
cular modes of vice prevail in one age, more than in 
others, it does not follow, that on that age all iniquity, - 
is accumulated. It is the form, ps, more than. 
the quantity of corruption, which makes the diftine-. 
tion. In the worſt of times, God bas aſſured us, that 
there ſhall be always @ ſeed whe ſhall ſerve him. Say, .. | 
not thou, What is the cauſe that the former days were bet= - 
ter thon theſe ? for thou doſt not enquire wiſely concerning. 
this: Be not riglteous overmuch ; neither make MW 
over-wiſe: - Former follies paſs away, aud are 
gotton. Thoſe which are preſent, ſtrike obſervation, - 4 2 
and ſharpen cenſure. Had the depravation of the; - 
world continued to increaſe in proportion to thoſe, _ 

y calculations, .which, -for- ſo many centuries * 
paſt, have-eſtimated each race as worſe than the pre 

by this time, not one ray of good ſenſe, nor- 
one ſpark of piety and virtue, muſt N 8 „ 
extinguiſhed among mafking::. 1 

One of the vices of old age, which appears the moth: 

upaccountable, is that covetaus attachment to wordly: _ 
intereſt, wih which it is often charged. But this too; 
can naturally be deduced from the-ſenſe of its ſeebleneis 
anddecay. In preportion as the vigour. both of bod 

and chind declines, timidity may be expected toincreaſe: . 
With anerious and feartul eye, the aged look. forward: 

to the evils, which threaten them, and to the ch 3 

which may befall. Hence, they are ſometimes f 

to overvalue riches, as the inſtrument of their defence” . "4 
againſt. theſe dangers, and as the moſt certain meatis”, 
of ſecuring ther againſt ſolitude and diſreſpect. Bur 
though their apprehenſion may juſtify a cautjous fru- 

g Rm they can by no means excufe'a ſordid avarice. 

is n leſs abſurd than it is culpable, in the olds 

from the Utead of uncertain futurity, to deny. them- 

. Telves the enjoyment of the preſent; and to — 

in anziety about their pr in proportion a 

dba nearer to its clo are more ec os 
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+, the mere polo of wealth. Let them be «baricabl & 
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| returns of reat: reſpeRt and love. Whereas, * one 
|  - riches, they procure no more then pretended 

 _ . Rrations of regard; while their ill-judged parſimony 
|. cenſiors many ſecret wiſhes for their death. 

| - © As inereaſing Feats debilitate the body, ſo they 


| bofes that tender ſenf bility, with which it once entered 


— 


| 
it 
| 


' they who fee many days, muſt behold many a ks 
ſeene, the impreſſior s of grief upon their heart ſho 


* 


do cheriſn the remains of the kind sſfectionsz and 


4 
1 
on 
4 


become tallous to the ſuFerings of others. 


vs — thar they ſtill are men, let them 


Rudy keep their hearts —_ = ſenſe of human woe. 


| 8 5 Pradtiſed in the ways are apt to be ſuf- 


pPicious verge and Warr "or knowledge, and 
F _ the diſtruſt of mankind, too often together. u bot, 
| © however, that wary caution, 1 ich is the fruit, of 


their. experience, e inte craft. Experience wy 


2 - "ovght all to have raught chew; that amidft all the 
E — men, integrity is the beſt defence ; and 


that he who continueth to the end to walk a of 
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y will then receive” -=_ 


' — weaken the n diminiſh the warmth ef the 
_ "affe@ions. Chilled by the hand of time, the heart 


into the concerns and forrows of others. It is, in 
truth, a merciful appointment of Providence, that as 


de blunted by being often repeated; and that, in pro- 
Portion as their power of ativancirg the proſperity of 
others decreaſe, their partjcipition of the mifortunes of 
others ſhall allo leſſen. However, as in every perio& 
51 life, humanity and friendſhip contribute to happi- 
veß, it is both the duty and the intereſt of the axed, , 


me Cayvof former years, to recall ſuch imprefſions as 


map tend to ſoſten their hearts. Let them not, from 
1 n much in the courſe of their long pil- - 
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"Theft which 1 ſhalt mention; ts, ö diwely ret 


rom i they world. n Every part « of life, we are in 185 | | 


fbeith too d immerſed in its car Bot, uring 
25 8 ter . 100 ulſe of bet Aire e th 
ec neſs. of | ene ation, "and th e Allgiy 


plat By 30 advance. our forzune by 10 
to Ds due 0 8 hl 15 hl 


render it 1 Pf . 

ages the otives, eager puriun 
8277 Wa then Alles 12 675 to Je ave 10 1 1 

buſtle Fa content of the wotld'; and gradully tp Re 


ced your ſt aving borne your ſha 8 
fot and. Jabou} Tg the days, ky the ey ing of 180 
Rate in the cool | and quiet ſhade... Vis 2. 15 

made, that the yirives of old wed can ther 


i's duties ale di 0 With 2 
* IgG W fat 


Hf ihe, Nen of old age, however, I's not! 
1 8 ceſſation from rex worldly ep 7 — 


here js, n errour ip.1 
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25 11 Ys harefh 


| reme.. 
| bs and Car „ lometimes 1 imagine, that Trek 1 


lines,, th J. -% make their retirement from the 
- prld too pet Me pore 6 they ==> 
A ene) ment 2 jeiſure and caſe, 1 have often 
bound! A melancholy: folitode. Few are able, in any 
Tiod of their day day's, to hear: a total W 1 Frags from 
. "Ther EY Finn a Yacancy which. they 
„ capa able of being, always emplo i 


Son, a little 9 
for the n of the Ae they 2 
ming, 1 Eden © themſelves, ahd to © 
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1 the dulv of the aged, bn ſs moch d „ 

oy from wordly buſineſs, as to contract its.cirele ʒ 
9 much' to 1441 6f, as to loofen their commu- 
13 nication with active life, Continuing that train of bc- 
i 
ll 
11 
| 


| Tvpation to which they have been moſt accuſtomed, þ 
de them purſae it wich leſs intenſenels ; relaxing their 
= efforts, as then powers dedine; rel retiring more and 
1 from public obſervation, to Zomethic ſcenes, ark 
pus thougbts ; tif! as the decays of life advance, 
>» Torts ſhall of itſelf withdraw to $ greater diſtance 
from iheit view ; its cbje Sts ſhall gra vaſly yield their - 
ce to others of more importance; and its rumults 
ſound in their ears, 9 uke a noiſe which is 
| heard frem afar. - 
'Tf.it be the duty of the old; to retreat betimes from 
the fatigue of worldly care, it is ſtill more incumbeny 
on them, to quit the purſuit bf, ſuch pleaſures as are 
unſuitable to their years. Chbetrfulneſs, in old age, 
is graceful.” It is ike natwial'concomitant of virtue. 
| But the cheerſulneſs of age is widely different from 
the levity of youth. Many things are allowable in- 
that early period, which in maturer years, would de- 
| ſerve cenſure; but which, in old age, both become ri 
 dicultous and criminal. B awkwaroly affecting to- 
: imitate the manners, wry _ mingle in bay a 
the young, as the art t 
- they forfeit the pri alleges of gray hairs. - But i 
follies of this kind, they are degraded, they new 7 
poſed to much deeper blame, by Gſcenting to vicious 
- Pleaſure, and continuing to hover round: thoſe ſinfuÞ 
* - nin to which they were once addicted. 
1 Amuſement and relaxation khe aged require, and may 17 
3 enjoy. But let them confider well, that by ever in- 
Hl temperate indulgence, they: accelerate decay; inſtead 
of erlivening, they oppreſs, and precipitate, their 
' declining ſtate. Eaſe, ſafety, ang reſpeQ;,.orc the: 
F proper enjoyments of age. Vithio theſe bounds let 
3 . and not r attempt * . 


2 228822833 Fare 


them. 


ee TY the Py 

that barrier, by which nature has ſeparated the plea-. 

fures of youth, from the comforts left to the . 

ing years of life. | 

A material part of the duty of the aged, con 

S in dying to be uſeful rothe race who are te ſuc 

ns to them an extenſive field in 
which 8 may fo employ themſelves, as conſidera- . | 
bly to advance the intereſt of 11251 on, and the happi- 
nels of mankind. 
tte young the fruit of their long experience ; to iny . 
ſtruct them in the proper conduct, and to warn t 

of the various dangers, of life; by wiſe countel;.qo .. 
temper their precipitate ardour ; ; and both 

cept and example, to form them to piety and virtue. 
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It is not by rigorous diſcipline 4 unrelax ing au- 


ractet, ſiri 
venerable. 

adding fo N 
Thos ſo pleaſing. a luſtre; over t 
wiſh to tread the . ſteps, and to arrive. 
h equal. honcur. They 


livened with 
patrop of youth./ Religion giſpt 


F 


at py clo e of heir days wit 
lien with attention to counſels, which are mingled : . 
with tenderneſs,. and rendered reſpeQable 


 ereate, if the one be gooſtant! 
ſevere, fend to fruſtrate the oft. 
They muſt aſſume the ſpirit of the com NN 
the triend'; and mix with the authotity of the 73 


ſterity, that they can maintain an aſcendant 
youthful minds. The conſfraint which their preſence 
will impoſe, and the averſion which their mannẽrs will 


over.. 


awful, and the. 2 
Q of all their wiſdom-. 


— 


proper degree of indulgence to the manners of th 
young.. Inſtead of leſſening the r due to 1— 
years by ſuch condeſcenſion, they take the ſureſt mer 


thod to increaſe it. Old age never appears with great - I 
er dignity than when tempered. by.mildnefs, and en 
humour, it acts as the guide and we 
ayed in ſuch a cha- 
the beholders, as at once amiable and 
hey revere its power, hem they ſee it 
to the decays of nature, and 
evening of life, © 


by .gray. - 


1 1 al it . youth | 


Naturally 
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— -© * the Dd, R. Hertt on 
= ** beads before ſuperiour know ledg and ear 
F Aged a en hen joined with ackhou cage yours 
n an authority over the human mind, greater even. 
han that which ariſes from power and ation... 
' We check the moſt forward, abath the m6lt j 65; 26 
and ſtrike with awe the muſt giddy and "andhibking 
In the midſt of their endeavours ts be uſefulto other: 
let not the, aged forget thoſe religious emplo 
which their Na flats ei ral 110 ne fir 
© bf thele, is reffection on their paſt debtor, with, a 
view to diſcover the erłours which they have colnmit- 
ted; and, as fat as remainig life 496506 ; apply ee: 
ſelves 10 repentance ald ane ndment. hog has the 
- world bewildered ycu in its maze,” and iin Ne upon 
Jou by its artis, The time is nos core,” when, its 
eat ſetlucer ſhould meſlead you no more. From the 
Fulm ſtatiom at which'you 1 arrived, ſequeſtered 
rom the crowd of the deceiving : and the deceived, 
re tie w your conduct, with the eye cf Chriſtians and 
zimmer beings.” After all the tumult ok life p ove 
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What now” remains to afford 2 ' foild (atisfatiop,? 


Have you ſerved God with fidelity, and Gicharged 
Four part ts your fellow-creatures th. imegi and 
'z good confcienge? Can you" look forward, without 
. tecrour, to that day hieß is to diſſolve: your connec- 
tion with this world, and to bring you into the pre- 
= - " Tenet of him who made you, 1e order 775 account 
| bk your actions? — The fetroſpes of Hie is Ve 
wholly unattended, by uneafide's, and Thame; \Thovg 
to «44 good ard the bad, it preſents 4 very different 
| Teene; yet, to all the men, it recalls much guiltin- 
dur red, and much time miſpent.. It tos much reſem- 
_bles the view, which a traveller takes from. ſome erti- 
* Hence, 'of a barret country, throug! " which he hes 
paſſed, where the heath and the defart frem the chief 
- = ; diverſified" only | dy a few i ſcattered TRY 5 
rte& cubivation.. 
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Turn then your thoughts to the One 
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| King your © with | throy s Chr * 
wi . e Divine grace, Sar new - he 
and right ſpirit, which will fit you for a better bw 5 
Leet devotion filt up many of theſe hours, which are 
now vacant from wordly buſineſs and care. Let your: - "0 
affeQtions dwell among divine and immortal objeQs. 
In filent and thoughtful meditation, walk as on | the 
ſhore of that vaſt ocean, upon which you are ſoon s 
embark Summon up all the confiderations, which 
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your thankſgivings aſcend to God, for that watchful 
care with which he hath hitherto conducted ot. 
though the long jour neg of life. Often let Jour 
prayers be heard, that in what remains of your il | 
_ grimage, he may not forſake you; and that, w. 
ou emer into the valley of the adow of death. | 
may there ſupport you with his oh defend 3 
with his rod. —Amidfſt ſuch thoughts and cares, 
old age find you employed betake 2p yourſelve 
prudent and timely-retreat diſe aged, both from he 
oppreſſive load of buſineſs, and from the unſeeſonable | 
purſuit of pleaſure ; applying yourſelves to form. 
the ſucceeding race, by your counfels to virtue an 25 
wiſdom; reviewing ſefiouſly your paſt life ; by re- 4 
pls and devotion, preparing yourſelves $.. 
ter; and, with humble and manly compoſure, - 
ye andere Joanna which Nature cannet now. * YN 
delay. remains, | 
IM. To fuggeft the conſola tions which belong 6 
br nn when "thus found in the way ela. 
„ 
I moft odoch them with obſerving, That no= 
thing is more reafonable in itſelf, than to uten a 
. tiently'/ to thoſe' mfirmities of Nature, _ which. are 
| brought on by the increaſe of years. Ton knew be- 
NT wow . - W 
| 2 2 r 


3 ſhould re concile you to PF from hie; 
7 2 and which may prepare you from going through its 
8 laſt ſcene, with firmneſs and r Often let 
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1 Vere paſſing over your heads. age did not ars ' 


== * by borpriſe, nor wis it forced pon Jon as . 


b r choice. "Often, and earneſtly, did you 
3 to fy” lng life, and many days, When arrived” 
at the deſired period, have you any juſt cauſe to com: 
plain, on account of enduring what the conſtitution 


Ff our being impoſes on all? Did: you expect, that 


for your ſake, Providence was to alter its eſt»bliſhed” 
order ? Throughout the whole vegitable, ſenſible and 
rational world, whatever makes progreſs towards ma- 
turiry, a ſoon as it has por that point, begins 10 
verge towards decay. It is as natural for old age to 
be trail, as fot the corn to bend under theripened ear, 
or for- the autumnal leaf to change. its hue; To 
this law, all wHo went before you, have fubmitted ;- 
and all who ſhall come after you, muſt yield. After: 
they have flouriſhed for a ſeaſon, they Hall fade like 
Fou, when the period of decline arrives, and bon un- 
5 Lende keene of years. 
During the whole progreſs of the gas court. 
the principle materials of our comfort, or uneaſineſs, 
lie within oufſelves. Evers age will prove burden-- 


© fornie, to thoſe who have no fund of happineſs in their 


own breaſt. Preſerve them, if you could, from 
all. infirmity of frame; beſtow upon-theing if it 


iy — were poſſible, 88 youth; ftill they od de 
Cy 


F . dag: becauſe, they draw their chief. happineſs + 


reſtleſs and miſerable, through the influence of ill-gos * , 
verned paſſions. It is not ſurprifing, that ſuch per, 
| ſons are peeviſh, andquerulous, hen old. Unjuſtly 
+ © they impute to their time of life, that miſery with - 
which their vices and follies embitter age. 

Whereas to good. men, no period of life is unſup- 


ſources, which are independent of age or time. . 
| . iety, and virtue, grow net old with our 
1 ey fulfer - no decay from length of 
Bk To * * n and e bi 
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Vou can now, it is true; — kagay” of © 
thoſe pleaſures which once amuſed you. Your ſenſa- 
_— tefs > Ir aa your. days mare 
iſhing. if you have quitted the region of. 
> ſure, in . you poſſeſs that of tranquillity 
and repoſe. If you are ſtrangers to the-vivacity of 
enjoyment, you are free, at the ſame tine,” from-the 
pain of violence and often diſappointed deſire. Much 
1 much vexation, as well as vanity, attend 
that turbulence of life, in which the — 
A—— "Amidſt thoſe. keenpurſuits, and 
oy, at, Pk Mat yew any A ING. 
— own miſery, and look forward wih a 
wiſhful eye to the ſeaſon of calmneſs and retreat. 
— ul Gde of human lifes the op. 
pineſs 3s with more equality than at firſt ap- 
— and if old age throws ſome new diſtreſles into 
the ſcale, it —— alſo the weight of others. Many 
ba which formerly diſturbed your tranquillity, ' 
| have now ſubſided. Many competitions, which-long - 
hiled your days days with diſquiet and ſtrife, are nod at 
an end. Many aſſſi tions, which once rent your 
heart with vio ore — > 
tender emotion, on - ; the remembrance of aſt wor... | 
In the * of life, there was room ſor much 
apptehenfion concerning what might befall in its pro—-ꝛ- 
greſs.” Your ſecurity was never untroubled. Tour 
bopes were interu by ietys and fears, ' 
Having finiſhed the cateer of laboudand danger, your - 1 
anxiety ought of cour ſe to leflen: Ready da enter DEE. 
into the harbour,” you can look: back, as from a fe- 
eure ſtation, upon £ you have eſcaped, upon the. > 5 I 
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K you hae aG youpyne with integrity and ho- 
nout, you are juſtly entitled to reſpe@, and | you wit 
1 __ receive it. For rarely, or neven, is old. ate 
_contemned, unleſs when, by vice or folly, it rendurs 
ſelf contemptible. Though length of time may 
have worn off ial ornaments, yet, —_— — 
nge lofes in grace, it often gains in dignity. 
veneration as was before obſerved, which gray — 
command, puts n in the power of the aged, to main- 
tain a very important place in human ſoctetyl! They 
are fo far from being i in the world, — 
families long held together by their authority, and i- 
oieties accuſtomed to be guided by their <ounſels, 
have frequently had cauſe to regret their: loſs, more 
than that of the moſt vigorous and young. To ſut- 
deſs of every kind, the head which dine cte, i u deſs 
Eeſſential than the hand which execates. Vain, why 
aten dangerous, were youthful enterpriſr, if not con- 
 dnQted by aged prudence. I ſaid, day; uu j, 


end multitude of years ſhould teach oui dom. T hereftve,- 


face of the old man, and fear thy God 


_more' contracted. than it has been z ya, 
Within its limits, many of thoſe enjoy menti Tema, 
— wines are moſt graceful to _—_ unture Tempe- 
rate mirthz ig not d''by-advaticed- pentfs. 
The mild. les ſures of domeſtic life, ſtiſt oheer the 
Pap - The entertainnems of — and fo- 
cial intercourſe, continue vnin The celizndf 
_ knowledge, is not abated by the — of the 
and the leifvre of old age, «Fords many reunities 
Ving that dere. The. ee of vor Obſer- 
vation and -refleRion,; is fo much enlarged by long ne- 
_ quaintance with the world, as to ſupply 'withinitlelf, 
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Ft 3 which have occurred Gace you be- 
| gan 10 4 Jour part in life 3 to compate the charac _ | 
ters of paſt . times; 2 trace the hand x 
Providence, 2 1 1 7 
contemplate, with thought the ſucceſhve new | 
— 4 which the etl hon s aſſumed around 
you, in government, education, opinions, cuſtoms, 
and modes of living ; theſe are employments, no _ 
entertaining, than inſtruQtive to the mind. 
While you are engaged in ſuch employments, yall 
are perhaps ſurrounded with your families, ho tren 
you with attention and reſpe&; you DS. 
your friends; your-charaQer| is eſtabliſhed; 
placed beyond the reach of clamour, and the for feof - 
fongues ; — free from diſtta cares, you can 
tend calmly to your eternal intereſts. For fuch com- 
forts as thefe, have you not cauſe-moft thankfully to 
acknowledge the goodneſs of Heaven? De they not 
afford vou ground to paſs the remainder of your days 
in reſignation and peace z diſpoſing yourſelves to riſe 
in due time, like — gueſts, from the banqnet 
that has been ſet before you; and to praiſe and bleſs, 
when you depart, the great Maſter of the feaſt? -To@ 
man that is good in his fight, whether he be nf 
old, Cad giveth wifdom, t and ut wb 
every ſeaſon of life, che benignity of his providence 
hath prepared its own fatisfa tions, while higwiſdom- 
R its pecular trials, e 24. 
total infeliei Layer that we attempt not to de 
violence to Nature, by ſeeking to ex tort from one age, 
the pleaſure of another ; and to gather, in the Winter 
of life, thoſe flowers which were Ae to uu 
fox paper or its Spri 
"uy perhaps it will be od, "That TRE 
only in its firſt ſtages, and in its moſt 
2 pbint of light 3 before the ſaculties are s 
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us then view it, with all its aggravations of diftreſe; * 


. 


Let us ſuppoſe it arrived at its utmoſt "ygrge, ern 
out with infirmities, and bawed downby ſickneſ arg 
ſorrow. Still there remains this conſolation, that it 
ere the weary ſball be at reft. Having paſſec 


is not 
through ſo many of the toils of life, you may now; 
- ſurely, when your pilgrimage touches on its clofe, bear, 


* cluding ſtage. From the ineftimable promiſes of the 
Goſple, and from the gracious preſence of God, the 
affli ions of old age cannot ſeclude you. Though 
|, your heart ſhould begin to faint, and your fleſb to fail, 
VP there is One, who can be the flrengiũ of your heart, 


| jeg Lerd, I am He; and even to hoary hairs, will Icarry 


will preſerve them alive, and let thy widows truſſ in me. 
IAI "There is undoubtedly a period when there ought to 
de a ſstiety of life, as there is of all other things; and 
when death ſhould be viewed, as your merciful diſs 
miſſion from a long warfare. To come to the grave in 


is the natural termination of the human courſe. Amidſt 
multiplying infirmities, to prolong life beyond its uſuat 

| bounds, and to draw your exiftence here to the laſt 
and fouleſt dregs, ought not to be the wiſh of any wiſe 
man. Is it deſirable, to continue lingering. on the 


* oken ; and to be left a ſolitary indi- 


you wb life is 


—_— 


- © © 10 be gatbered to your fathers. - Reaſon admoniſhes 
|, juft:that you ſhould -yield-your-place ts thoſe, whe 
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without extreme impatience, the hardfhips of its con- 


end your pur tion for ever. Even to your old age, faith the 


eu. I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, 
and will deliver you. Leave thy fatherleſs children; F 


| @ full age, like as a fbock of corn cometh in, in its ſeaſon, - 


| borders of the grave, after every tie which coves. 


vidug}, in the midſt of à new generation, whoſe faces 
. you any know? The - ſhades of your departed © 
friends riſe. up before you, and warn you, that it is 
imme to depart. Nature and providenee ſummon vο,. 


Fou, that as your predeceſſors made way for you, it 4 
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ff the aged, — ho © 
| for & while, ſhall fill it wirr their actiong and their 


” - 7 


lancholy retreat. The total extinQion of being, is a 

fhought which human nature, in its moſt diſtreſſed 

. . circumſtances, cannot bear without deje ion. But, 

| bleſſed be God l far other proſpects revive the ſpirits 
of the aged, who have ſpent their life in piety and 
virtue. To them, death is not the extinction, but 
the renovation of the living principle ; its removal - 

. from the earthly Houſe of this tabernacle, to the houſe not 


the good fight; having ſini ſbed their courſe, and 
. faith ; there is laid up for them the crown of Tigbteouſ- 
net. The Saviour of the world hath not only brought - 
immortality to light, but placed it within the reach of 
their hope and truſt. By making atonement for their 
. guilt, he hath prepared their way within the veil ; 
and ſecured to them, the poſſeſſion of an inheritance, 


Such are the hopes and proſpects, which cheer the 

ſorrows of old age, and ſurmount the fear of death. 

Faith and peity are the only adequate ſupports of hu- 
man nature, in all its great 
| have guided us through the various trials of life, they 
uphold us, at laſt, amidſt the ruins of this falling 
frame; and when the filver cord is juſt ready tobe 


er is broken at the fountain, and the wheel broken at the _ 
ciſtern; they enable us to ſay, O Death ] where is thy 
Sing 7 O Grave | whereir thy vids? 
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| s their virtues and their crimes; and then . 
- ſhall, in their turn, withdraw, and be joined to the 


1d death indeed be confideredin no other view, 
than as the cloſe of life, it would afford only a me- 


made with bands, eternal in the heavens. Having 115 1 « 


incorruptible and undefiled, reſerved in the heavens — 
ncies. After they © 


hoſed: and the golden bowl to be broken ; when the pitch: | 


CR" © is. 
( 


: ©, a5 yet, formed on the earth. Men lived in ſcattere 


| 3 "tits brethren. is the meſt remarkable, for the characters 


Gunners: ali. + 21, 3 


Luger gt aol ber, We are verily guilt cow: | 


27 our brother, in that we ſaw the angui of 
when he beſougbt us, and we would not 


Es 


11 7 Far is this 4 c come upon us. And Reuben 


anſwered them, ſaying, I not unte you, ſaying 
Do not fin againſt the child; and ye would not 1 
Therefore, behold alſo his blood is required. 


5 ＋ book of Geneſis diſplays a more 


and intereſting ſcene, than was ever —— 


to the world, by any other hiſtorical record. It car- 
tries us back to the beginning af time; and exhibits 
" mankind, in their infant and riſing ſtate. It ſhows us 
human manners in their primitive ſimplicity, before the 
arts of refinement had poliſhed the behaivour, or diſ- 
guiſed the characters of men; when they give vent 
to their paſſions without diſſimulation, and ſpoke their 
ſentiments without reſerve. Few great ſocities we 


' tribes. The tranſaQions of. families made the a 
materials of hiſtory; and they are related in this baok, 
with that beautiful ſimplicity, which in the higheſt - 
2 both delights the i imagination, and affe du the 
1 
Oft all the Patriarchal hiſtories, that of Joſeph and - 


of the actors, the inſtructiue nature oſ the events, and 
the ſurpriſing tevolutions of worldly fortune. As far 
as relates to the Text, and is neceſſary for 3 
it, the ſtory is to the following purpoſe.—Joſeph, the 
_ Foungeſt, except one, of the ſons of Jacob,” Was dif 
— e men, 
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be 3 e "hs Ha 
9 related to em, in the openneſs of his he. Havy 
FE dreams which pretended: — , * — 
„ them, their jealouſy roſe to ſuch n that 9 
I vunndturally conſpired his deſtruction. Seizing the op 
1th. 4 [4 ity of his being at a diſtance from home, 
; 1} _ firſt threw him into a pit, and afterwards ſold him for 
a ſlave 3 impoſing; on their father, by a falſe relation 
of his death. When they had thus gratihed their te- 
ſentment, 1 loſt all remembrance of their crime. 
The family: of Jacob was rich and powerful; and ſe- 
Veral years: away, during which they lived in 
Proſperity without being touched, as far as appears, 
TEE Enna ny | | 
"Mean while was ſafely conduQed, by ho 
| hand of | Providegce, through a. variety of dangers, 
until, from the loweſt condition, he roſe at laſt to 
be chief favourite of the King of Egypt, the moſt. 3 
pond monarch at that time in the world. While - © 


this high dignity, a general ſamine di- 
: be ed all the neighbouring countries In 2 alone, 
means of his K and prudent adminiſtration, 
21 * r 3 1 
fo of the N 

| ade; appeared in bis preſcner- 
application to him, for liberty A 
te purchaſe corn; "little ſuſpecting the Gevernour: - 4 
the land, before whom they bowed. down their f ac je. 
the earth, to be him, whom, long ago, they had 
F But Jolaph.no ſ00- 93 _ 
2 than he knew his brethern; $ and, at- this. S 3 
nexpeRed. meeti his heart melted within ws MN 
Prima ona ener all his warmth ; and Ml 4 
ty effaced, from zun gonrous breaſt, tbe inprefe- _ 
py — 1 their | "ancient // cruelty. Though; from 
t 


he began to prepare from them a ſur- 
E 33 i e 1 
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thei, e which . had fe 
merly perpetrated. Acc „his behaviour pro- 
duced the effect. or, while they were in 
this ſituation, ſtrangers in a — land, where they 
dad fallen, as they conceived, into extreme diſtreſs ; 
*. Where they were thrown into. priſon by the Gover- 
nour, and treated with rigour, | which they could 
aſſign no cauſe ; the refleQtion mentionedin 2 Text 
atoſe in their minds. Conſcience brought to remem- 
- brance, their former ſins. It recalled, in particular 
their long forgotten cruelty to Joſeph ; and without 
pheſitation, they interpreted ther preſent diftreſs, ta 
be a judgment ſor this crime, inſlicted by Heaven. 
Tic ſaid,: one to another, We are werily\ guilty c-. 
| * cerning our brother, in that we : ſaw. the auguifh of . 
bis foul when be beſought us, and we would not bear e 
| Therefote is A s come pn . - _ | 
| bis blend is requ 
1 12 — paſſage of hiſtory, the follow 
3M ing obſervations naturally ariſe. I. That a ſenſe of 
„ Tight.and wrong in conduct, or of moral good and 
evil, belongs to human nature. II. That it produces 
nanapprehenſion of meritedpuniſhment, when elne, 
committed evil. III. That — this inward ſen- 
-. timent be flifled during the ſeaſon of „ yet, - 
| in adverſity, it will revive. And, IV. Ther when 1 
it revives, it determines „ diftreſs _- 
Which we ſuffer, from what cauſe ſoe ver it has ariſen,  * 
2s an actual inſſiction of puniſhment by Heaven. The 
Fs - conſideration of theſe particulars, will lead us to avery 
ſerious view of the nature you _and of the gover=" #1 
| | of God. v1; . 2 * 
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one to another, We are verily guiliy. In an age when 

the law was not yet given, when no external revelation 

of the divine will, ſubſiſted, except what had been 
handed down among the Patriarchs, from one generd- 
tion to anether ; the brethren of Joſeph reafoned eon- 
cerning their conduct, upon the ſame moral principles, | 


- 
« 54 
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y ad were affected by the ſame feelings, of which we 
3 are conſcious at this day. Such fentiments are coe val 
+» % with human nature; for they are the remains of 4 
d law, which was originally wrirten in our heart, In the 
ct. darkneſs regions of the earth, and among the rudeſt 


tribes of men, à diſtinction has ever been made, be- 
tween juſt and unjuſt, between a duty and a crime. 
Throughout all the intercourſe of human beings, theſe 
diſtinctions are ſuppoſed. They are the foundation of 
the mutal truſt, which the tranſaQtions of life require; 
nay, the very entertainments of ſociety conſtantly ap- 
up to them. The Hiftorian, who ſtudies to magnify 
his hero, by repreſenting him as juſt and generous ; the 
Poet, who ſeeks to intereſt the world in his fictions, 
by engaging the heart in behalf of diſtrefled virtue; 
are ſufficient to confute the Sceptic, -who denies any 
natural perception of a diſtinction in actions. 
But though a ſenſe of moral good and evil be deeply 
impreſſed on the heart of man, yet it is not of ſufficient 
power, io regulate his liſe. In his preſent < ed 
| ſtate, it is both too general to afford kim full direction 
in conduct, and too feeble to withſtand the oppoſition 
of contrary principles in his nature. It is often per - 
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ng 


ines 


els vented, by ignorance and ſuperſtition ; it is too eaſily 

- overcome by paſſion and deſire. Hence, the importance 
he if that Divine revelation, which communicates both 

Ty light and ſtrengih ; which by the inſtructive diſcove- 
er- ries it makes, and by the powerful aſſiſtance it ſup» 
Mn plies, it raiſes man to a ſtation infinitely fupericur to 
10 that which he poſſeſſes under the mere light of Nature. 
nes 
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this ba E's males; * an e — 
of right and wrong to wh place in the human mind. 
I addreſſes itſelf to men, as poſſeſſed of ſucha faculity; * 1 
an, it commands them in general terms, to purſus 
F whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are Ruſs 4 
 qubaiſeever things are juſt, pure, lovely or of good r 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, 8 
1 appeals to the native dictates of their heart. 
ay, unleſs men were endowed by Nature, with 
ſome ſenſe of duty, or of moral obligation, they could 
reap no benefit from revelation; they would remain 
incapable of all religion whatever. For, in vain were 
. a ſyſtem of duty preſcribed to them by. the word of 
God; allegiance were in vain required towards, their 
Creator, or love and gratitude enjoined towards their 
Redeemer; if, previouſly, there was no principle in 
cheir nature, which made them feel the obligations. 
of duty, of allegiance, and of gratitude. They could 
have no ideas correſponding, to ſuch. terms; nor any 
= conviction, that, independently of fear or intere „they 
were bound to regard, either him who made, dr him 
who redeemed then. This, therefore, is to be held 
as 2 pirnciple, fundamental to all religion, That there 
is in human nature, an approying ot condemning ſenſe 
of conduit; by means of which, they le have not 
tis law, are a law unto-themſelves.. They who, from 
à miſtaken zeal for the honour of Divine revelation, 
either deny the exiſtence, or vilify the authority, of... 
natural religion, are not aware, that, by difallowjng, 
the ſenſe of obligation, they undermine the foundation 
on which'revelation builds 1 its power. of mmm 


Arbe Text leads us to obſerve, That ane of theceke | 
in which the natural ſenſe. of good and evil operates, 
moſt forcibly, is, when men have been guilty of in- 
juſtice or inhumenity.. He. Jaw the. anguiſh, of aur 
ret ien iſcul wen, he heſought ut, and we would nathear, + 
An inward principle prompt us to do good t to others g 
. duft 
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dat with much greater authority, it checks, and con- 
. - demns us, when we have done them injuries. This 
part of the human conſtitution deſerves to be remarked, 

as a ſignal proof of the wiſdom of its Author, and ot 


4 
v6 * * * 
\ 8 : % 


the gracious proviſion which he has made for the wel- 7 


fare of mankind. We are all committed, in fome © 
meaſure, to the care and aſſiſtance of one another. 
But our mutual influence reaches: much farther with 
reſpect to the evils, than with reſpect to the enjoy- 
ments, of thoſe around us. To advance their pr 
perity, is ofien beyond our ability; but to inflit in- 
juries, is almoſt always within our power: And, at 
the ſame time, ſelf-intereſt. very frequently tempts 
us to commit them. With the utmoſt propriety, 
therefore we are ſo framed, that the influence of the” 
moral principle ſhould be moft authoritative, in caſes | 
v here its aid is moſt needed; that to promote the hap- 
pineſs of others, ſhould appear to us as praiſe-worthys 
indeed, and generous; but that, to abſtain from _ - 
ing them, ſhould be felt as matter of the ſtticteſt 


duty—Amidft the diſtreſs which the Patriarchs ſuf = 


fered in Egypt, had only. this ſuggeſtion occurred, 
«We ſaw our brother beginning to proſper, and we 


e contributed not to his advancement,” their min d # 2 


would have been more eaſily quieted- But, hett 
their refleQion was, Ve ſaw ! bis anguiſh when fie be- 
fought uc, and we would nt hear, then compünction 
: ana upon them its ſharpeſt edge. I proceed to ob 
vre, | E 88 4 „ "PEP 
II. TH'AT cur natural ſenſe of right and wrongs 
produces an apprehenſion of merited puniſhment whe 
we have committed a. crime. - When it is employes 
in ſurveying the behaviour of others, it diſtiogviſhes - 
ſome actions, az, laudable and excellent; and diſaps | 
proves of others, as evil and baſe. But whey it is 
directed upon our oun conduct, it aſſumes a higher of- 


fice, and exerciſes the authority of a judge. 11 T 


'\ then properly termed, Conſcience ; and the fenti- 
Wee? ma | Wt, mens 
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Conduct with pain, and acknowledges that he deſerves 
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ments which it awakens, upon the etraticn of 2 ; 

crime, are ſtiled, Remorſe. Therefore, ſaid the bre- WW. 

thren of Joſeph, is this difireſs come upon us ; behold 

alſo his blood is required. They acknowledged, not 

only that they had committed a wrong, but a wrong, 

for which they were juſtly doomed to ſuffer. _ 

Did not conſcience ſuggeſt this natural relation be- 

tween guilt and puniſhment, the mere principle of S 
approbation, or di ſapprobation, with reſped to mo- 

ral conduct, would prove of ſmall efficacy. For 


* 


diſapprobation attends, in ſome degree, every con- 5 

viction of impropriety or folly. When one has acted 
unſuitably to his intereſt, or has treſpeſſed againſt the 8¹ 

rules of prudence or decorum, he reflects upon his 8 


blame. But the difference between the ſenſe of miſ- 
conduct, and the ſenſe of guilt, conſiſts in this, That 
the latter penetrates much deeper into the heart. It 


makes the criminal feel, that he is not only blameable, Fe 
but juſtly puniſhable, for the part which he has act- x 
ed. With reference to this office of conſcierce, the fer 
inſpired writers frequently ſpeak of it, in terms bor- EVI 
 gpwed from the awful folemaities of judicial proce- the 
dure; as, bearing witneſs for or againſt ur; accuſing EX] 

a4 excuſing, judging and condemning. It will be fcund wo 
that in the language of moſt nations, terms of the 8 
Game import are applied to the operations of con- 2 
lcience ; expreſſing the ſenſe, which all mankied have, r 
of its paſſing ſentence upon them, and prouounci IN 
reward, or puuiſhments to be due to their actions. ᷑ 1 

| - The ſenſe. of puniſhment merited, You are further 05 
do obſerve, can never be ſeparated from the dread, whi 
that at ſome time or other, puniſhment ſball be actu- he 
ally inflied. This dread is not confined to the EN 
vengeance of man. Fcr, let the ſinner's evil deeds be. "FF ***" 


ever ſo thoroughly coneealed from the knowledge of 
Abe world, his inward alarms ate not quieted-by that 
conſide ration. Now puniſb ment is the ſanQian = | 
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. fray hw ſuppoſes a rightful ſuperiour : And - 4 
> therefore, when conſcience threatens puniſhment to 
fecret crimes, it manifeſtly recognizes a ſupreme Go- 
vernour, from whom BY — is hidden. The belief - 


1 of our being accountable to him, is what the moſt 

hes hardened wickedneſs has never been able to eradicate; 

of It is a belief which riſes, not merely from reaſoning, 

$4 but from internal ſentiment. Conſcience is felt to a 

. as the delegate of an inviſible Ruler; both anticipating 

> hi- ſentence, and foreboding its execution. OO 

Yed Hence ar ſe the terrours, which ſo often haut 

a guilt, and riſe in proportion to its atrocity. In the 
bis hiftory of all nations, the Tyrant and the 8 "of 

a the bloody and the flagitious, have been ever point 4 
oy out, as fearful, unquiety and reſtleſs; fabje& to alm 

— 5 and apprehenſions of an unaccountable kind. And ſurely, _ 
It to live under ſuch diſquietude, from the dread of me- 

* rited puniſhment, is already to undergo one of the 
— moſt le vere puniſhments which human nature can ſu --- 

* fer. When the world threatens us with any of its 

N evils, we know the extent, and diſcern the limits of } 
n4 the danger. We ſee the quarter, on which we ars 

_ | expoſed to its attack. We meaſure our own ſtrength 

feng with that of our adverſary and can take precautions, 

7 either for making reſiſtance, or for contriving eſcape. 

[0 But when an awakened conſcience. places before the 

rn ſinner, the juſt vengeance of the Almighty, the proſ- 

—_ pe is confounding, becauſe the danger is boundle 

* t is a dark unknown which threatens him. The | 

' that is ſtretched over him, he can neither ſeenor refill. 

ther On every fide, he dreads it; and on every obje&t 

read, which ſurrounds him, he looks with terrour, becauſe x 


G u- he is conſcious t hat every object can be employed a- 

wart” gainſt him as an inſtrument of wrath. .. No wonder 
„be chat the loneſome ſolitude, or the midnight hour, 
ge of ſhould ſtrike him with borrour. His troubled mind 


org 3M beholds forms, which other men ſee not and hears 
voices, which found only in the ear of guilt. A hand = 
law, * 8 £ Rs TH 3 4 . peary in | 
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to come e forth, and to write upon the val. 
over againſt him z'as it is of old, in the ſight of an im- 


s monarch. , He ſhall find no eafe nor reſt. . 7 
beart, am iling of 


the Lord fhall give iim 4 — 
wyes, and ſorrow of mind: And his life ſhall lung in 
laub before him ; and be ſhall foar day and night, Roe 


Have none aſſurance of his life. In the morning he ſhall 


y, Would te Cod it were even; and at even be ſhall fay, 
ould to God it were morning, for the fear of his hears 
avherewith be fball fear, and for the fight which bit 
* Dall fee. His life ſball te 2 unto him. 
Adverſity ! how blunt are all the arrows of thy qui 
ver, in compariſon with thoſe of guilf!— But if ſuch 
de the power of conſcience, whence, it may be aſked, 
comes it to paſs, that its influence is not more gene- 


Fl, enher in reſtraining men from the commiſſion 
of ſin, or in leading them to a timely repentance ? | 


This brings me to obſerve. 
III. Taar, during a courſe of proſperity, the ofe- 
'rations of conſcience are often ſuſpended; and 
a adverſit is the ſeaſon which reſtores them ta. their 
| r for At the time when crimes are committed 


due mind is too much heated by paſſion, and engroſſ- 
| ed by the object of its purſuit, to be capable of pro- | 
per, refteQtion. . After this tumult of ſpirits has ſub- 
fided, if a train of new paſſions be at hand to employ _ 
its activity, or a ſucceſſion of pleaſurable objects oe- 


aur to engage its attention, it may for a while remain, 


though not entirely free from inward miſgivings, yet 


uncnnſcious of the degree of its guilt. Diſſipated a- 
the amuſements of life, the finner eſcapes, in 
| ſome meaſure, from his own, view. If he reflects 


upon himſelf at all, the continuance- of proſperity - 
ſeems to him a ſtrong juſtification of his conduct. For, 
it will be found, that in the heatts of all men, there 

5 bi 2 natural propenſity; to judge of the favour of the 


preme Being, from the courle of external 8 I 


hen * are borne. with a ſmooth * en 
ream 
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; opinions of men alter 
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team ot life, and behold every thing proceeding ac- 
_ cording to their wiſh, hardiy can they be tought to _- 
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a 
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eve, that Providence is their enemy. Baſking in the 


fun-ſhine of proſperity, they ſuppoſe themſelves ta en- 
joy theſmile of indulgent Heaven; and fondly conclude © 
that they are on terms of friendſhip! with all above, and 


With all belaw. Eaſy they find it, then, to ſpread over 


the groſſeſt crimes, acoveri thin indeed, and ſlight, | 
yet ſufficient conceal hed ow: a ſuperficial view. , 
Ot this we have a very remarkable inſtance in thoſe g 


brethren of Joſeph, whoſe hiſtory we now conſider, 


Not only trem the ſilencę of the inſpired writer, we - 
have ground to believe that their remorſe was ſtifled, 
while their proſperity remained; but we are able tg 
trace ſome of the pretences, by which, during that 
period, they quieted their minds. For when 


| were contriving the deſtruQtion of Joſeph, we find 


Judah faying to his brethren, What profit is it 1 . 
flay our brather, and conceal his blood ? Let us fell bing 


10 the Iſhmaelites ; and let nat our hand be upon: Aim ; 


for he is aur brother, and cur fleſh : And his brethren 
were content. Here you behold. them juſlifying their 
crime, by a ſort of pretended humanity ;, and-make 
ing light of ſelling their brother for a ſlave, becauſe 
they did not take awayhis liſe. How ſtrangely are the 
opinions of men altered, by a change in their conditis- 
on! How different is this Slane of the Patriarchs, 
from that which they afterwards entertained of tha 
ſame aQion,. when as you ſee in the Text, the Re- 
memberance of it wrung their hearts with angusſh 2. . 
| But men, in truth, differ as much from themſelves, 
in proſperity, and in adverſity, as. if they were dif- 


 feremc creatures. In proſperity, every thing tends 


to flatter, and deczive. In adverſity the illuſions of 
life , vaniſh. Its avocations, and its pleaſures, no 
longer afford the ſinner that ſhelter he was wont to 
I from conſcience. Formerly, he made apart of 
ce crowd. He now rl a nne 


4. 4 
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| feſt alone with Gad, ent id r U wat SY 
* ſpirits are not ſup rted as before, 45 fallacious views 


v. - 
- 4&* a 


of the favour of ven. The candle of % Lord 
þ fir not on his head, his pride is humbled ; and 
. his affe ions are ſoftened for receiving every ſetious 
impreſſion. In this ſituation, a man's iniguity is furs 


#0 find him aul. Whatever has deen notor fouſly Gon 


nal in his former condu &. tiſes as a ſpectre, and 
laces itſelf before him. Tbe increaled * nſibility of 
mind, renders him alive to fechngs which latel 
were faint ; ; and wounds which had n ill healed, 
bleed afreſh. When men take the timbrel and the harp, 
and rejoice at the found of the organ, they ſay, What ir 
the Almighty that we fbould hows him ? But when they 


are bolden in the cords of affi: Aion, then he ſheweth theme 


their work, and their tranſgreſſion, that they have en- 
teeded. He openetb alſo their ears to diſcipline ; and 
commondeth, that they return from iniquity. 1 
Hence, we may perceive the great uſefulneſs, and 
propriety, of that — of conditions, which 
place in human life. By 
pe to our paſſions, and makes trial of ourdiſpoſitions. 
— he revives the ſerious principle within. 
Dy od the one, nor the other, could be borne: en- 
tire and unmixed. Men, always profperous, would 
de giddy and inſolent; always afflicted, would be ſul-- 


len and deſpondent. Hopes and fears, joy and ſor- 


row are, therefore ſo blended in his life, as. both to 


| give room for worldly — and to recall, from 


time to time, the admonit ions of conſcience. Of the 
[proportion in which they ſhould be mixed forthis pur- 


ritual ſtate of others requires, we often cenſure P ro- 


from the vanity and rafhneſs 


SE 


proſperity, God gives 


„ @  &t 


, we are very incompetent judges; From our 
_ Ignorance of the degree of diſcipline, which the ſpi- 


vidence _unjuftly for its 1 them: And, : 
our wiſhes, we com- 

plain, without reaſon, of its rigour, to ourſelvee.. 

While we K W | 
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kened, it determines the ſinner, to conſider every 


puniſhment by Heaven. As it had before alarmed him 


rie direaly out of our fins. Thus, diſeaſes are 


appointment of Providence, which we now conſider, 
reaches farther than this. God has framed us ſo, that 


BFR Nis SFr OO 


of pain which properly belongs to themſelves, but 
that additional torment alſo, which riſes from the be- 
hief of their being the vengeance of the Almighty. , 
Let a man fall unexpeQedly into ſome deep cala- 


- ther by means which the world calls fo:tuito.1s3 or by 


his former life; and if, i 
1. 2 


5 = _ a N E 4 | ip:Q, | 


i 
x 


" 


X 4 Eo * * 4 * 
2 wy” OI + 


„ Conſcience, - 20 


to our - ſpiritual improvement. When we ſeek what 


is pleaſing, he ſends what is uſeful. When, by 
drinking too deep of worldly proſperity, we draw in 
a ſecret poiſon, he mercifully infuſes a medicine, at 
the time that he troubles and embitters the waters. 
It remains now to obſerve, b <0: e 
IV. THAT when conſcience is thoroughly awa- 


calamity which he ſuffers, as a poſitive inflition of = 


with threatenings of Divine diſpleaſure, it tells him, 
when he falls under diſtreſs, that the threatened day 
of account is come. Afflictions, on ſome occaſions, 


brought on by intemperance ; poverty ſprings from 
idleneſs; and diſgrace, from preſumption. In ſuch 
caſes, the puniſhment is ſo cloſely connected with the 
crime, that it is impoſſible to avoid diſcerning the 
relation which the one bears to' the other. But the 


diſtreſſes, which have no pereeivable connection with 
our former crimes, are, nevertheleſs, interpreted by 
conſcience to be inflicted on their account. They 
torce themſelves upon our apprehenſion, under this 
view. They are made to carry, not only that degree 


mity. Leet that: calamity-be beughe upon Ms — 


a train of incidents, in which his own miſco duct, or 


firſt queſtions, which, in ſuch a ſituation, he puis to 
himſellz ie, MI hae I do e to ceſerve this? Hi | 
efeRia) is, aln-otinftintisdy, dawn back uf od 
the courſe of. that reug- 
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ſrect, any flagrant guilty deed occur to ſmite his con- = 
ſcionce, on this he canrot avoid reſting with anxiety = by 
and terrour, and connecting it in his imagination W 
with what he now ſuffers. He fees, or thinks that Ec 
de ſees, a Divine arm lifted ur; and what, in other d: 
Circumſtances, he would have called a reverſe of for- m 
tune, he now views as a judgment of Heaven. . 8¹ 


When the brethren of Joſeph, confined in the E- 
gyptian priſon, were bewailing the diſtreſs into which - 
they had fallen, there was no circumſtance Which 
pointed out any relation between their preſent mis for- 
tune, and their former cruelty to their brother. A 
long courſe of years had intervened, during which 
they flouriſhed in wealth and eaſe, They were now 
far from the ſcene of their crime; in a foreign land, 
Where they believed themſelves utterty unknowr, and 
were they had done nothing to offend. But conſci- 
ence formed a connection between events, which ac 
cording to the ordinary apprehenſion of men, were 
entirely indepednent of each other. It made them 
recollect, that they, who once had been deaf to the 
ſopplications of a brother, were now left frindleſs and 
ſorlorn, imploring pity in vain from an unrelenting 
"Governonr; and that they who had firſt confpired to 
Fill their brother, and afterwards ſold him for a flave, 
verre themſelves deprived of liberty, and threatened 
Vith an ignominous Ceath. How undeſervedly ſoe- > 
vet theſe evils befell them on the part of men, they 
cohfeſſed them to be juſt on the part of Providence. 
They concluded the hour of retribution to be arri- 
ved; ard, in the perſon of the Governour cf Egypt, 
«they beheld the Ruler of the world calling them to 
 *gecount for guilt. Therefore is this —2 upon 
we, "Behold alſo bis blood is required © © a 


Similar ſentiments, on like occafions, will be found 

not uncommon among mankind. Pious men, there 

is no doubt, are at all times diſpoſed to lock up tc 
God, and to acknowledge his hand in every * 


enn n 22 
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_ © habitual acknowledgment of God takes place; nay, 


-& of their diſtreſs, to 


light, as juſtly to claim our higheſt admiration- The 


ordinary courſe of his providence, is carried on — 5 
human means. He as ſettled a train of events, wi 4 


proceed in a regular ſucceſſion of cauſes and effects, 


held deſcending from his throne, to puniſh the ſin» - 


theſe on proper occaſions,” are made to affect the 
human mind, in the ſame manner as if he were be- 


net with his own hand. Were God to ſuſpend the 


4 


8 _ . 20 obſerve, * That a 7 


without his appearing - to interpoſe, or to aQ. - But 


where adafirig'contempt of þis authority has-prevail- LY 
ed, conſcience, never „conſtraius men, in the | 
recqgnize God, under the 
_ moſt awful of all charaQers, The r all 


Ki.. 
tei the wiſdom of God appears in loch 2 


12 


la vs of Nature on occaſion of every great crime that 


was cothmitted on earth, and to govern the world 


by ſrequeit intefpoſitions of a miraculous kind, the 


v hole order of human affairs would be unhinged.;.n0 


plans of a ion could be formed ; and no ſcope would 


be given for the probation and NT On 


the other hand, were the operation of ſecond cauſes 


allowed to conceal a Divine hand totally from view, 


all ſenſe of ſupertour government would be loſt; the 
world would ſeem to be void of God; the Goner - 
would perceive nothing but chance and fortune, in 


the diſtrefſes which he fuffe red. Whereas by its 
being fo ordered that ſeveral incidents of life, ſhall 


carry the ſame force, and ſtrike the mind with-the 


fare” impreſnon, as if they were ſupet natural intere 


poſitibns, the fear of  Gcd 18 kept alive =mong men 


and the order of · human affairs is, at the ſame time, 
reſerved unbroken} The /finner ſees bis diſtreſs. to 
the Immediate effe ᷓ of human violence or op- 
preſſiop; and is obliged; at the fame moment, to c 


_— as a Divine Weesen, Eis exaicience gen 
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I ſaggeſted, ſeveral inferences natural fotos, Bur” 


vernment exerciſed. 


we behold 1 their gte. before our 
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to an ordinary ne al * and the fig: 1 


| of a viſitation from Heaven. 


- FRomM ihe train of thought which the Text las ; 


1 ſhall confine myſelf to two, which © your oe, . 
ticular attention. 
Tze fit is, the clear elidence which the pre- y 
ceding obſervations afford, of a Divine government 
now exerciſed over mankind, This moſt important. 


and awful of all truths, cannot be too often preſented. 


to our view or too Hou y impreſfed on our mind. 
To the imperfe& eonviction of it, which obtains in 
the world, muſt be aſcribed, in a great meaſure,. 


the prevalence of ſin. Did men firmiy believe, that 
the Almighty Being, who formed them, is carrying 


on a ſyſtem of adminiſtration which will not leave 


guilt. unpuniſhed, it is impoſſible that they could re- 
main ſo inattentive, as we often behold them, to 


their moral conduct. But the bulk of mankind are 


giddy and thoughtleſs. Struck by che ſuperſicial ap- 
pearances of pleafure, which accompany licentiouſ- 


neſs, they enquire no. farther ; and deliver themſelves 
up to their ſenſes, and their paſſions. Whereas, were 


they to reflect, but for a moment, upon that view 


which has now been given of human nature, they 


might ſoon be ſatisfied, that the moral government 
of God, is no matter of doubtful diſcuſſion. It is a 
ſact, no leſs obvious and inconteſtable, than the go- 
by thoſe earthly rulers, whom 


We 
To govern, is to require a certain courſe of aQion, 
or, to preſcribe a law; and to inſorce that law, dy 


a ſuitable diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments. 
Now, God has not otfly inveſted conſcience, awe ' 
have ſeen with authority to promulgate, but endow- 


ed it alſo with power: ta enforce, his law. By pl N 
mg ipnard. W on the fide * 


— 
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% toes TE rue ſanQion of reward. But this was 


not enough. Pain is a more powerful principle, than 4 


pleaſure. To eſcape miſery, is -a ſtronger motive 
tor action, than to obtain good. God, therefore, ſo 
framed. human nature, that the painful ſenſe of — 
deſert ſhould attend the commiſſion of crimes; that 


this ſenſe of. ill-defert ſhould neceſſarily produce the 5 I 


dread of puniſhment ; and that this dread ſhould ſo 
operate on the mind, in the time of diſtreſs, ast 
make the ſinner conceive Providence to be e 

_ againſt him, and to be concerned in inflicting the pu- 


niſhment which he ſuffers. All theſe impreſſions he 


hath ſtamped upon the heart with his own hand. 
He ha h made them conſtituent parts of our frame; 
on pur poſe, that by the union of ſo many ſtrong and 
pungent ſe entiments, he might enforce repentance and 
_ reformation, and publiſh to the human race hisdeteſt- 
ation of fin. Were he to ſpeak to us from the clouds, 
his voice could. not be more deciſive. What we 
diſcern to be interwoven with the contexture of hu- 


man nature and to pervade the whole courſe of hu- 


man affairs, carries an evidence not to be reſiſted. 


We might with as much reaſon, doubt whether the 
fun was intended to enlighten the earth, or the rain, 
to fertilize it; as whether he, who thas framed the 
human mind, intended to announce righteouſnels to 
_ mankind, as his We... 

2 Tax ſecond ipference which anks from the fore- 
going diſcourſe, reſpects the intimate connection, 
which thoſe operations of conſcience have, with 
the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. They will be found to accord with 
them ſo remarkably, 3s to furniſh an anſwer to ſome 
of thoſe objections, which ſuperficial reaſoners are apt 
_ 10 raiſe againſt, the Chriſtian revelation, In og - 

lar, they, coincide. 1 aurful yiew which the 
2 | gives us, of the future conſequences of guilt. 
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view ide Almighty as pur ſuing him with evil for long 9 
forgotten crimes, how naturally muſt he conclude, © 
that in a ſuble quent period of exiſtence, the Divine ad- 
miniſtration will proceed upon the ſame plan, and 
__ complete what has been left imperfect here? If, 
during this lite, which is only the time of trial, the 
-- eifpleaſure of Providence at fin is diſplayed by to- 


kens fo manifeſt, what may be apprehended to follow, 


when juſtice, which at preſent only begins to be exe- 


cuted, ſhall be carried to its confurnmation ? What 


.conſcience forbodes; revelation verifies ; aſſuring us, 


that a day'is appointed, when God will render to eve- 
ry man according to his works ; lo them, who by pu- 
tient contirnance in 1well-diing, jeek for glory, bonour, 
and immortality ; eternal life But unto them that are, 
contentious, aud cbey not the truth, but obey unrighteouſ- 
neſs ; indignation and wrath, tribulatim and anguiſb, 
upon every ſoul of man that deth evil, of the Few 
firſt, and alſo of - the Gentile, Fer there is no r+/heft 
ef perſens with God. For ar many ai have' frne( 


without the law, ſbuli alſo periſh witout the lat; and as 

many os have firned im the law, ſhall be judged by the Iaw... 
While the threatenings ef conſcience thus ſtrength- 

en the evidence of the ſcripture do&fine concerning 
future puniſhments; they likewiſe pave the way for 


the belief of what is revealed concerning the method 


of cur. deliverance by Chriſt. - They ſuggeſt to the 


firner,” ſome deep arid dark malignity contained in 
guilt, which has drawn upon his head ſuch high dif- 
pleaſure from Heaven. They call forth his moſt 
anxious efforts, to avert the effects of that diſplea- 
fure, and to propitiate his offended judge. Some 2 


torement, he is conſcious; muſt be mae; and the 
voice of nature has, in every age, loudly demanded 


ſuffering, as the proper atonement for guilt. Hence 


mankind have conſtantly fled for refuge to ſuch fubſſi- 


tutions, as they could deviſe to place in the roomy 


the offender; and, as by general conſent; victims Have 
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every where been lain, and expiatory facrifices have 
been offered up on innumerable altars. Wherewith © | 
"== ſpall: I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf befare 1 
Tze moſt high Gad; Shall I come before him will burt 
offerings, arid calves of a year d? "Will the Lori be 
pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſand » 
of rivers of ail? Or, ſball I give my firſt-born fo =} 
my tranſgreſſion; the fruit of my body, for the ſmof 
my ſoul ? Theſe perplexities and agitations of a guthty , *' 
conſcience, may be termed preludes, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to the Goſpel of Chriſt. They are the poirit- _ 
ings of unenligthtened Nature, towards that method 
of relief, which the grace of God has provided. Na- 
ture felt its inability to extricate_wielt from the con- 
ſequences of guilt : The Goſpel reveals the plan of 
Divine interpoſition and aid. Nature confeſſed ſome 
atonement to be neceſſary: The Goſpel diſcovers, - 
that the neceſſary atonement is made. The remedy 
is no ſooner : preſented, than its ſuitableneſs to the 
diiicaſe appears; and the great myſtery of redemption, 
though it reaches, in its full extent, beyond our come. 
prehenſion, yet, as far as it is revealed, holds a viſi- 
ble congruity with the ſentiments of Canigence, and 
6 V 2 A: 5 
Natural and revealed religion proceed from the 
ſame Author; and, of courſe, are analogous and con- 
ſiſtent. They are parts of the ſame plan of Provi- 
dence. They are connected meaſures of the fame 
ſyſtem of government. The ſerious belief of the one, 
is the beſt preperation forthe reception of the other. 
Both concur in impreſſing our mind with a deep ſenſe 
of one moſt important truth which is the reſult of 
this whole diſcourſe, That as we ſow now, cue muſt 
reap ; that under the government of God, no one 
Mall be permitted, with impunity, to «gratify his 
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3 religion inſpires j joy, and as it reuires it. In other 
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Rejoice with trembling 


OY ad F. ar, are two great ſprings of human 
] iQion, The mixed condition of this world, gives 
icope for both; and, according as the one or the o- 
ther predominates, it influences the general tenour 
of our conduct. Each of them poll (ſes a proper 
place in religion. To ſerve the Lord with gladneſs, 
is the exhortation of the Pſalmiſt David. To ſerve 
him with reverence and gadly fear, is the admonition 
of the Apoſtte Paul.—But under the preſent imper; 
tection of human nature, each of theſe principles may 
de carried to a dangerous extreme. When the Whole 
ol religion} is placed in joy, it is in hazard of riſing 
into un able rapture. When if teſts altogether 
on fear *degenerates into ſuperſtitious” ſervility. 
The Text enjoins a due mixtuie of both; and in- 
culcates this important maxim, That joy, tempered 
with fear, is the proper diſpoſition of a good man. 
In diſcourſing of this ſubject, I thall — ta 
ſhew, firit, That joy is eſſential to religion; and 
next, That, for various reaſons, this joy ought to be - 
mixed with fear; whence we fhall be able to aſcer- 
tain the nature of that ſteady aud compoſed ſpirit,” 
Which is moſt ſuitable to our preſent condition, and 
moſt acceptable to Gd. 
I. Jo v is eſſential to religion, Ja two reſpeka; as 


words, To re'oice, is beth the a 4 
1. of n men. 
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tres joy. It affords | 

. Juſt ground of gladneſßs, to all who firmly believe ite 

dauoctrines, and ſincerely ſtudy to obey its laws; For 

-. It confers on them, the two moſt material requiſites = 
joy; a favourable ſituation of things without, zud 2 | 


_ 7 proper diſpoſition of mind within, to reliſh that fa- o 
#8 vourable ſ. tuation · 8 i; DF. 


Wuen they examine their ſit ation without, they _ } 

+13 behold themſelves placed in a world, wh. ch is full of 4 

| ue influence of a gracious Providence; where beau- -- 

ty and good are every where predomir ant; where va- | 
rious comforts are beſtowed ; and where, if any be 


es withheld, they have reaſon to believe, that they are 
o- withheld by parental wiſdom. Among the crowd that 
ur encompaſs them, they may be at a lofs to diſcern, who 
Der are their friends, and who their enemies. But it is 
js, WW ſufficient to know that they are under the protection 
p MH of an inviſible Guardian, whoſe power can keep them 
on from every evil. All the ſteps of his conduct, they 
erz may be unable to trace. Events may befall them, of 
"ay which they can give no account. But as long as they 
ole IU are ſatisfied, that the ſyſtem of Divine goverment is 
ing founded on mercy, no preſent occurrences are able to 
her deſtroy their peace. Por he who ſpared not his own 
ity. | Son, but delivered fiu up for them, bow ſhall he nat 
in- with him freely give them all things ? If their nature is 
_ frail, Divine aſſiſt ance is promiſed to ſtrenghten it. 
zan. If their virtue is imperſect, a diſpenſation is- opened, 
to Which gives them the hope of pardon. © If their ex- 
and ternal gircumſtances be in any reſpe& unfavourable, 
o be it is becauſe a h gher intereſt is conſulted. Al things, 
cer- WF they ate aſſured, ball work together for their god. 
rid. On their proſperity reſts, the ble ſſing; on their ad- 
ane nerſity, the ſanctitying Spirit, of the Almighty. Old 
ge may advance, and life decay x but beyond thoſe 
TS 45 boundaries of Nature, faith opens the proſpect of 
ther tyeir laſting felicity. Without anxiety, they paſs 
ed WM through the different periods of their preſent exiſtence 
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I the ſecond place, A religion naturally inſpires 
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t is inde 


ing; and adds the flavour of innccence, to al their 
exterra! pleaſures | n | 


joy; ſo what it inſpires, it commands us to cheriſh. 


Religious obedience, deſtitute of joy, Lo ao genuine 
in its principle. For, did either faith or hope, the 


As a neceſſary proof of our ficerity, it requires checc- 

fulneſs in the performance of our duty; beCauſe, if 

this be wanting, our religion diſcovers itſe!{ not to be 

"oh in principle, and in practice it cannot : be 
* FE . 


love of God, or the love of goodneſs, rule the heart; 
they could not fail to produce fatisiaQion in piety and 


"virtue, ; 
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their native effect on 
oſpects which rei- 


ſure, it is becauſe we know him not. If we rejoice 
not in virtue, it is becauſe our affeQion is alienated * 


from it, and our inclinations are depraved. We 


give too evident proof, that either we believe not the 
_— of religion, or that we feel not their power. 
xclude joy from religion ; and you leave no other 


motives 10 it, except compulſion and intereſt. But 


are theſe ſuitable grounds, en which to reſt the whole 
of our obedience to the Supreme Being? My ſan, 
give me thy heart; is the call of God. Surely if there 


de no plealure in fulfilling his commands, the heart 


is not given him; and, in that caſe, tbe multitude of 


decrifices, and burnt offerings, is brought to his alta 


in vai. 


&eftitute of joy, isimperſeQ in its pris | 


you endeavour to fix any man to the regular perform- 
ance of that in which he finds no pleaſure. him 


1 faſt by intereſt or fear, he will contrive ſome 


method of eluding the obligation. Ingenuity is ne- 


ver fo fertile of evaſions, as where pleaſure is all on 


* the one ſide, and mere precept- on the other. He 


may ſtudy to ſave appearances. He may diſſemble 'Y 
and conſtrain himſelf, But his heart revolts in ſecret, 
agd the weight of inclination will, in the end, draw 


the prad ice after it. If perſeverance is not to be ex- ' 
peRed, ſtill leſs can zeal be looked for, from him, 
who in his religious duties, trembles with rejoicing. 
Every attempt towards virtue which he forms, will be 


feeble and awkwagd. He applies to it as a taſk ; he 
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"© virtue. All thoſe cauſes of joy which 1 have ment 
" ” oned ſhould then operate; ar | 
the mind, would follow. The — 
gion opens, would gladden, and the affe@ions Which 
1t inſpires, would ſooth the heart. We ſerve, unk 
pleaſure, the benefactor whom we love. We re- 
joice in every ſtudy and purſoit, to which we ate _ 
ſincerely attached. If we ſerve not God with plea- 
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There is no man, but has ſome odjed to which he 
cleaves forenjoyment ; ſomewhat that flatters him with 


diſtant hope, or affords him preſent pleaſule. Joy is 
the end towards which all rational beings tend. For the 


fake of it, they live; it reſembles the air they breathe, 


which is neceſſary for the motion of the heart, and all 


the vital functic ns. But as the breathing of infected air 
| | rg fatal to life ; in the fame manner, joy drawn 
r 


om a ccrrupted ſcu ce, is deſtruQive, both of virtue, 


and of true happineſs. When you have no pleaſure in 
goodneſs, you may with certintay conclude the reaſon _ 


to be, that your pleaſure is all derived from an oppo- 
ſite q -arter, Von have exhautted your affect on upon 


the world. You have drunk too much of its poiſoned 


waters, to have any reliſh for a pure Fus. 
Eſtimate, therefore, the genuineneſs o 


on in piety and virtue. Be aſſured, that where y dur 
treaſute is, there will your delight be alſo. The 


worldly man rejoices in his poſſe ſſions; the volup- 


tuous, in his pleaſures; the ſocial, in his friends 
and companions. The truly good man rejoices in de- 


ing juſtly, loving mercy, and walking bumbly with the . 
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dreads the taſk-maſter ; but he will labour no more 
than neceſſity enjoins. To eſcape from puniſhment, - * 
is his ſole aim. He bargains for immunity, by every 
duty which he performs ; and all beyond, he eſteems 
ſuperfluous toil. ——Such religion as this, can neither 
_ purify the heart, nor prepare for heavenly bliſs. It 
is the refuge of an abje& mind. It may form the ri- 
tual of the monk, or preſcribe the penance of the ido- 
later ; but has no concern with the homage of him, 
who worſbips the Father in ſpirit and in truth. His 
Character is, that he joy of the Lord is his fſirength — 
It attaches his heart to religion. It inſpires his zeal. 
It ſupports his conſtancy ; and accelerates his pro- 


RY { your reli 
gious principles; eſtimaie the degree of your ſtability 
in religious praQiice, by the degree of your ſatisfacti- 
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; e Grd. He is happy when employed, in the 
89 regular diſcharge of the great duties of life. Spon- 
17 nuneous they flow from the affections of a pure heart. 


= 3 Not only. from the keeping of the divine command- - 
TS ments expeQs,' but in the keeping of them, he 
T enjoys a great reward.—Accordingly, inthe ſentiments 
* | of holy men recorded in ſcripture, we find this ſpi- 
= X rit every where prevalent. Their language was; Thy 
3 flatutes have I taken as mine heritage for ever; fer they 
55 . are the rejoicing of my heart. T hey are my ſongs in 
the houſe of my pilgrimage. They are ſweeter than ho- 
* ney, and the honey-comb. Whom bave I in beaven but 
x * thee ? And there is none upon earth that I defire beſides 
5 thee, They did not receive the, ſpirit of bondage, but 
« = the ſpirit of adoption. They were filled with peace and 
ith n believing. T hey rejoiced in bope of the glary of 
 Ged. As ſoon as the Ethiopian eunuch received from 
by | Philip the light of the Goſpel, that light revived and 
he, 1 Cbeered his heart. A new ſun ſeemed to ariſe; a 
| alk new glory, to ſhine around him. Every object 
_ A brightened ; and be went en his way rejoicing —After 
n the ſame manner ſhould every good man proceed in 
* his journey through life, with a ſerene and cheerful 
** * 2 Conſterna tion and dejection let him leave to 
„ _» the ſlaves of guilt, who have every t ing to dread 
both from this world and the next. If he appear 
wr before others with a diſpirited aſpect, he diſhonours 
au | religion ;_ and affords ground for ſuſpicion, that he is - 
2 either ignorant of its nature, or a ſtranger to its power, 
„„ I have ſhown Joy to be eſſential to religion. 
ity © It is the ſpirit which it inſpires, and which it requires 
r in good men, but in our preſent ſtate, the beſt 
dur | principles may be carried to a dangerous exceſs 3 and 
The # jey, like other things has its due limits. To ſerve 
up- God with unmixed delight, —_—_ to more advan- 
ends dee ſpirits in 2 happier world. In this region of 
\ os. © imperteQion, ſome infuſions from adifferent cup, muſt 
b the | of necefvity tin dure our joy, Let us then, 
ET | w e 1g 5 5 n U Tons | 
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II. Tux x to the other ſide of the argument, andi 


conſider the reaſcns which render it proper, that 
+ when ue rejoice, we ſhould rejoice with trem bling. 
a gell place, becauſe all the objects of religion, Þ 

| which affords ground for joy, tend to inſpire, at the - 
ſame time, reverence and fear. We ſerve a Benefac- 
tor, it is true, in whom we have reaſon to delight; 
; whoſe purpoſes are gracious; whoſe law is the plan 
of our happireſs. But this BenefaQor, is the K:ng, 
eternal, immortal, and inviſible ; at whole preſence, the 
mountains ſhake, ard Nature trembles. Every good 
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and rverꝑ per feci gift, come down ſrem him. But thee ® Hi 
hand which confers them we cannt ſee. Myſterious 4 
obſcurity reſts. uf on his eſſence. He dwelleth in be 1 
ſecret —* of thunder; and clouds and darkneſs fur- _ _ 
round him. He is the Hearer of prayer ; but ws FF © 


lift our voice to him from afar. Into his immediate | 
Preſence no acceſs is permitted. Our warmeſt devo” FF ſi 
tion admits no familiarity with him. Gd is in heaven, - 
and thou upon earth ; therefore, let thy wards be few, If + 
his omniſcience adminiſters comfort in our ſecret diſ= 
treſs, it likewiſe fills with awe the heart that is con- 
ſcions of guilt. . For, if he knows aur frame; and re- 
members we are duſi; our iniquities, allo, are ever be- 
fore lim; our ſecret ſins, in the light of his countenance, 
Throughout all his diſpenſations, greatneſs, in con- 
junAion with goodneſs ſtrikes our vie w; and, whare- 
ever we behold the Pargnt, we behold the Legiſlator 
alſo. The death of Chriſt, in bebalf of a guilty. world, 
is the chief ground of religious hope and joy. But 
it is no leſs the ground of reverence ; when in this hig 
tranſaction, we contemplate God, as at once ſtridt in 
juſtice, and great in mercy. * I the Lord keep mercy . 
or thouſands of them that fear me I forgive their ini= | 
guity, tranſgreſſion, and fin: but I will by no means |. 
clear the guilty. When we open the book of the Law, © 73 
we promiſes and threatenings mingled in the fame FF 
page. On the one fide, we ſee Heaven dilplayed 4 4 
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Je and Fear in Religim, =. 218 
all its glory : On the other, Hell opening its trerours. 
Tolema and venerable. It is a temple full of majeſty, 
to which the worſhippers may approach with comfort, 
in the hope of obtaining grace, and finding mercy ; but 
x where they cannot enter, without being impreſſed 
with awe. If we may be permitted to compare ſpiri- 
fual with natural things, religion reſembles not thoſe 
ſcenes of natural beauty, where every obje& ſmiles. 
It cannot be likered to the gay landſcape, or the 
flowery field. It reſembles more the auguſt and ſub- 
lime appearances of Nature; the lofty mountain, the 
expanded ocean, and the ſtarry firmament; at the 
fight of which, the mind is at once overawed and de-. 
_ lighted; and, from the union of grandeur with beau 
£7, derives a pleaſing, but a ſerions emotion. 33 


- 


Ix the ſecond place, As joy, tempered by fear, 
ſuits the nature of religion, ſo it is requiſite for. the 

| Proper regulation of the conduct of man. Let bis 
Joy flow from the beſt and pureſt ſcource; yet, if it 


| remain long unmixed, it is apt to become dangerous 


to virtue. As waters which are never ſtirred, nor 


a . troubled, gather a ſediment, which put rifies them ; 
'\ fo the undiſturbed continuance of placid ſenſations En- 


grocery diſorders in the human ſoul. It is wiſely or- 
ered in our preſent ſtate, that joy, and fear, hope and 
grief, ſhculd act alternately, as checks. and balances; ' 
upon each other, in order to prevent an exceſs in any 
of them, which our nature could not bear. If we 
werc-ſybjeQ to no alatms of danger, the wiſeſt would, 
ſoon become improvident ; andthe. molt humble, pre- 
- ſumptuous. Man is a pilgrim upon earth. Were 


1 Bis path to be always ſmooth and flowery, he would 


be tempted to relinquiſh his guide, and to forget the 
ak of Ap * and 7 r are the 
- Thieldsof happineſs. Unguarded joy begets indolence ; 
- Ingolence produces, ſecurity ; ſecurity leadz ro raſn- 
; nnd raſhneſs ends in ruin. In order 5 
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have been ſtill in paradiſe, He who ſaith in his heart, 


# My mountain flands flrong ; I ſball never be moved; may 


1 — TT 7 


. 
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be aſſured, that his ſtate already begins to totter. 
Religion, therefore, performs à kind office, in 


giving us the admonition of the Text. It inſpires 
cheerfulnefs in the ſerviee of God. It propoſes joy, 
as our Chief ſpring of action. But it ſupports joy, 
by guarding it with fear ; not ſuppreſſing, but _ 
lating its indulgence ; requiring us to rejoice, like 


perſons who have obtained a treaſure, which, through 


want of vigilance, they are expoſed to loſe. Depen- 
dent beings are formed for ſubmiſſion; and to ſubmit, 
is to ſtand in awe. Becauſe the Lord reignetb, let the. 
earth be glad. We are the ſubjects of God; and 


| | therefore may juſtly rejoice. Bur flill we are ſubjeQs; 


and therefore, trembling muſt mix itſelf with our joy. 


Ix the third place, The unſtable condition of all 


| human things, naturally inſpires fear in the midſt of 
joy. The ſpirit to which r forms us, muſt 
undoubtedly correſpond to the ſtate in which we are 
| pp nd to the part which is aſſigned us to act. 
ow the firſt view under which our preſent ſtate ap- 
b s, is that of fallen creatures, who are undergo- 
ing, is this world, probation and trial for their reco- 


very; and are commanded to work out their ſaluati- 


en with fear and trembling. This view of our condi- 
tion infers not habitual dejection of mind. It requires 
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humility. Tt enforces dependance on Divine aid; 
and calls forth the voice of ſupplication to Heaven. In 
a ſituation fo critical, and where intereſts ſo impor- 
tant are at a ſtake, every reaſonable perſon muſt” 
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for joy; and it gives us every aſſiſtance, fer 
reliſhing Ahat joy. It renders it out duty, to nes by 


_ the ſatisfaction which it yields. It demands a cheer-" © Þ 
ſul ſpitit, in order to aſcertain the. fincerity of our 1 8 
Principles, and to confirm us in good practice. At ; 
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pered with fear, by the genius of religion itſelf ; by 
the dangers to which unguarded joy would expoſe us; 
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ſo mixed as the preſent. The trembling which is here 
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+ Yer: the; trial ia pales it mas been always: found, 
that criminal pledſures are ihe hane of happineſs.; the 
 poifony not:the:+cordial, of our pre ſent Hate. They 
are pleaſutes,.campeniated/by an infinate overbalance 
der pain z moments of ddight, ſuceeeded by years. t 
. e 3 wg nr gens.) expence of injured reputa- 
on, (brokers; healkih, and ruined! peace. Even ab- 
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for! past, in thernfelves tfeacherpus; pleaſures gs = 
7% unſound. ang diſturbed in the moments of enjoyment. 
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kes — And h. folly may laugh, guilt 
weill ſting. -CorreQi ing this pernicious penny of _ 
, pleaſures lee nao a more ſober and regulated 
Nate, raligio is in truth; no ober than — i - 
; troducing peace and. order into the life of man. 
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-moral; it in char geable with e 
\ -reſpett ef theiwn ih inet an innocent kind. 
„mot, that by the cautious di{cipline- which! it — i 
=. Aerexcludes. you+from all - gay of life. © 4 
Wiſcbin the compaſs of that ſedate. ſpixit, to Which 
u. forms vou, all; chat is innocentiy plaſing will be 
> F4ound-ito lic It is a wnillſtake to insgine, thaty in 
8 conſtant: effuſions. of giddy mirth, ot in that flutter- of 
= Apirits. which is excited. by! a round of diverſions, the + 3 
dhbief enjeyment of our ſtate canſiſts. Were this 
| the daſe, the vain and the frivilous, would be — Wo 
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and che good. To arfange the plans of amuſement, > ll 
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5 their purſuit. To ſuch it points out nobler ends f 
| the diſcharge of an uſeful, an upright; and honour- - 
a dle part in life; and, as the habitual eee 
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more than flaſhes. from the dark cloud; and. that, in 
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tions of plealure, ie an idea of happineſs .altogetbe 1 
=, © chinnerical.”: Calin and temprate enjoymem, is ja i 
* +umoft that is allotted 1 men» Beyond: this, "ol 
# 1 ſtruggle in vain to raiſe cur ſtate; and, in fad, de- 
Faq eis our joys, by endeavcuring io heighten them. P of 
% baten of thole fallacious hopes of perpetual feſtivay, ,, 
with which the world would allure vs, celigicnicon- * * 5 
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ſad ; that a — 9 behaviour, is a behaviour, 
lated, nat Ri and format. Fhus we (tall ſt tbe 
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rious changes; with — and we ſhalt - 
vindicate re om the reproaches of thoſe who 


would attribute to ity eder enthuſiaſtic j Joys, or ſlav- 
iſn terrours. We” ſhall ſhow, that it is a rational 


rule of life, worthy of the perfe&lion of God, and 
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evils which' trouble the life of man. I is 2 
'which where finds materials roferd it- 
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fuch x5 are imaginary in their 49a converts even 
the good things of the world, when they have beck 
2 enjoyed, into-eccafions of diſguſt. In the midſt 

of phofperity, it diſpoſes us to complain; and renders 
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nature, to readily. leads us, who become weary: 
other things, to br weary, alſs in well-doing 


Det me put a caſe, Which W 6. 2 15 found: 


nat unfrequent in ordinary on 
Ws 3 3 
vinced of its van] i y. has ſeen ius- moſt N 
hopes ta be ſallaczous,, 1 has: felt its molt boaſted 
pleaſure sto be, unfatisfaRory.. He reſolves, there— 
fore, to place his happineſs, in virtue; and diſregard- 
ing all temptations intereſt, to adhete to what 
— and honourable. in conduct Ie cuſtivates- 


acquaintance with religion: He performs; with. ſeri- 


5 evineſs, the offices of deyotion, . He lays. down to 
himſelf, a rational and uſeful plan ob: life ; and, with 


_ atisfaQiion, holds. an ſet a. while in this reformedꝰ 


eourſe. But, by degrees, diſcourage ments ariſe. | 


The peace which he h joy, is' interrupted, 
either by his ir > wt it of 2 
Paſſions, which had not been thoroughly ſubdued, 
Sroggle for their accuſtomed. gratification, The 
— which he expected to find in devotion, ſome 
times fails him; a injuſtice of ihe world often 
fours and trets Friegds- pro e ; ungrearſy] ;. 
enemies . „Bee rivals ſupplant him: And 
part, at leaſt, of the moxtiſications which be ſuffers,. 
he begins to aſcribe to virtue, —lb> thisall the reward: 
of my ſerving God, and renouncing the plealures of 
in? "Pevily in vain baue cleat/ed. my heart, . and' ' 
| 2 my hands in, innocency. | Behold the, ungodly 
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da 2 ; diſappointment; that in a life of Virtue, . 
n ſuffer leſs uneaſmeſs, and fewer difappointments 
1 % than in a courſe of vice; they will poſſeſs much hi 


er reſources and advantages; and the) win be affur- 
* ed of compleat rewardat the end. | From theft con- 
< / J- fiderati::ns, 1 hope to make it appear, that there is 
. no ſufficient reaſon for our velog weary in well-doingy 
> and that taking human life upon the whole, Virtue * 
far the moſt eligidle portion of mant: 2 
I. Ungagintss and diſappoint nem are infep 
, Fable, in ſome degree. from every - 
- Were it in the power of the wid. to render thoſe. 
bo attach themſelves to it, ſatisfied and ha 
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might then, 1 admit, have ſome title to cb 7 
fi If you found yourſelves placed upon worſe terms in 
> the ſervice of -Ged. But this is fo far” ein 
—_— "rhe caſe, that amon among the multitudes WHO devote te 
— = theinſelves to earthly ' pleaſure, you will not find = 


inge perſon who has compleatiy attained his aim. 
"Enquire inte the condition of the high and the lob. 
— 8 of the gay and the ſerious, of the men Cr i 
| = and the mes of ' pleaſure, and you ſhall be "i 
N _ occupietl, © in ſupplying forme want, or in re- 
 - - moying {ome diſtreis. Ne man is'pleaſed with be- 
= * Mg preciſely what he 'is- Every where there 'is'z 


- "voids generally, even in the moſt proſperous 'life, , 
mere is ſome corner poſſeſſed by forrow.- He who ©: 
zs engaged in buſineſs, pines foi leiſure. He who 
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deen whi ich ſurround him, are beneath bis native 
. od has — them all with vanity, on pu- 


make him feel, that this is not his reſt; that here 
Fine in his properplace,nor arrivep at his true home. h 
If, therefore, you aim at a condition which ſhal! 
be exempted rem every 2 purſue a pd > o| -- 
. PREM. increaſe the vaniy and vexation | 
ng in a chace ſo fruitleſs. Me 2M 
ain oh vi tue, becauſe there 1 is incident to it a por= © 
X. that uneaſineſs which | is found in every other 
2 your complaint is moſt een You 
claim an immunity from evil, which belongs not to 
- the lot of man.  Reconcile yourſelves, 2 to you 
condition; and, inſtead of looking for perfect ha . 
neſs any. where on earth, gladly embrace that 
hich contains the feweſt ſorrows. F 
L Troven no condition of human life 1 free 
rom 2 I contend, That the uneaſineſs be- 
| | a finful courſe, is far greater, than what 
ST attends a 5 well-doi if f you be weary of 
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BR. Cos weaken ; whereas, theſe which vice obiges us 
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thoſe ſevere humiliations, ariſing fro m guiſt combined 1 
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ig be often the fate of thoſe, who ate devote 

world. They facrifice their preſem eaſe," to their 

fature proſpeAs. © They court the great, Fry Aztter 
e multitude. They proſtitute their conſcience, and 
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the more violent overthfow them. Fair proſpe 0 
once ſmiled; but clouds ſoog ither ; the ky i 
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vants; for he feeth their 'heart:, and 
to the uli. But the world is often deceived in tho 
who coun, its favour ; ant of Tourſe,, is unjuſt ! 
the diſtribution of | its rewards. Flattery gains the 
ear of wer. Fraud ſup lants innocehee; and the 
n ng, and aſſuming, occupy the place of the 
worthy and the modeſt.” En vain you claim a 
ith the world, on account of your good int __ 
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worſe, by the ſucceſs c your actions, which 125 
depends not on yourſel' es. 


Supreme Being 
822 wen which you had not the opportunity of 


8 od 
Jud geb accrr di * 
ſe 


The wellmeanit endeavours of the poor, ' ; ES EX | 
Fe the rue? zece 3 with him, as the gene rous * © 
C £ 


Tue with? s mite, is, in his 


ien of the ri 
and even he who giveth 1% 


e, a coſtly offering; 


Eſcipl. a cup of cold water, when he cas Be him | 


8 <Y a 
2 4 ſpeecſiiy effaces 
ſervices ; and when >: - 


"= more, goeth not without bit reword. 
As the world is unjult in its Judgments, 
unereateſs! in its rcquitals. * 
the memory of the baer . 
enn Ru then 2 wy —_— 


to the: | 


ahy merit 5 


But, in the ſight of the £ 
, good intentions ſupply the place of — 


— 


— 


vo ebifolation. Conbelation is entirely the 


4 he would not have 


a d „ 


a It was the laying of a noted great man 
of ne world, on the fall of his fortunes, Had I 
A ſet ved God as 3 done my King, 
me off in my old age. 
VUnfaithfulnefs, and ingratitude, are unknown to God. 
With him no new favourites ariſe, to ufurp the 9 
- 6r to bear off the rewards, of his ancient A A 
oven "to your old age, I am He; and euen io boary 
| Haire, I will carry you.  F-have made, and I "will 
bear; even I voili carry and will deliver” you, ſaith 
_ the Lord Almighty * —-Since, then, in our ſeveral 
departments, we muſt labour, What compariſon is 
there, between ladouring for God, and' for the 
world? Ho unjuſt are they, who become . 
fo much ſooner in the ſervice of God, than 't 
ment of the moſt Ker ind ingirinns of 's 
eis 4 V.2+- £4.47 a 3104 * 
III. Tus 8 virtue are much 8 
thay thoſe of the world; the corapenſations which 
it makes; for our diſtrefſes, far mere valuable. Per- 
petual ſucceſs belones neither to the one nor the 
other. Rut under diſappointmerts, hen they oc- 


cur, virtue beats us up; the world allows;us to ſink. . A 
When the mind of à good man is hurt by+misfortures, _ | 
religion adminifters the cordial, and infuſe, the balra. 


Whereas the world inflicts wounds, and then leaves 
mem o feſter. le brings lorrews, but it provides 


gence of religion. Suppoſing religion te be-infe jour 


to vice in external. advantages, it muſt be 


= Foſſeſs internal peace, in a much higher degree. "= 


This is ſo certain; that almoſt all men, at ſome pe- 


| Ti or other of their ide, look ſorward to it, as tio 
' 5 2 deſirable retreat. When the eres of their preſent 


ut fuit ſhall be accompliſhed, they purpoſe to them- 
ves much ſatisſs ction, in an honourable diſcharge 
of the dmies of their ſtation, amidſt thoſe moderate 
backen, * Os which inndcepee 

of if of abs. n. 70 


| allow." That, anch all men, agree in hold 
U Meh 
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ts 
Follow, may be ſaſely eſteemed to be the:firſt.inreal 
worth; and it may be concluded, that if they were 


dot blinded by ſome prevailing. paſſion, they would 


be ſecond in importance - to the! purſi.ir w 


? diſcern and a opt it as ſuch. 597 nnn I,” 4 
It is the peculiar ( ſſect of virtue, to make a man's 
Chief happineſs ariſe from hirmſelſ and his, own con- 


duct. A bad man is wholly. the. creature of the 


” | Frailes, and in happy or mifcrabley in proportion. o 


kis: ſuleceſs. Bt to a. virtuous man, - fucceſs, in 


_ worldly undertakipgs,. is but a ſecondary objeQ; 


To diſcharge bis own part with integtity and ho- 


nur, is his chef alm. If he; has, done properly 


Nita Tres initbrent an Medion dow os ele 8 


reſt ; to Providence he leaves the event. His wit- 
"eſs: is in beaven,. and his record. ir an hic. Sativfied 
Wich the approbation of God, and the teſtimony 
-of good conſcience, he enjoys himſelf, and de ſpiſes 
the triumphs of gilt. In proportion as ſuch manly 
Principles. rule your heart, you will become inde- 


1 pendent of the world; and will ſei bear complaining 


FJ difcouragemems... It is the. imperfeRtion. of 


be bebraine che excels of ſome. pleafurss,.it favours 
7 and 'increafes- others. It precludes: you from. none, 


1 and your peace wil be more unhra ken. 
Though wirtue may appear at finſt ſight, to con 
matt the bounds of employment, on will find, up = 


your virtue; which occafions you to be, weary" in 


„eld: 2 It is becauſe your hearts remain divided 


between God and the world, that you are ſo often 
dAſcontented ; partly wiſhing ts difcharge your duty, 
und partly ſecking ' your. happineſs from ſomewhat _ 


That is repugnant 10 your duty- Study "to be more 


conſiſtent in principle, and more uniferm in pra &ice, 


on ref Gion, that, in truth, it enlarges them If 
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_ * deſtructive- Whateve is truly ratuable 44 
* in human enjoy ment, it allows to a good man, no leſ- 
chan to othets. It not only allows him ſuch ple - 
| fares, but heightens- them; by chat . greatful peliſh 
_ which, a good . conſcience. gives. to every pleaſure, 4 
© It not only-heighters them, but adds to therg, alſo, 
the pecular ſatisfattions which flow. from virtuos 
r: from: devout affections, and religious | 
On how much worſe terms is the fmnoer © 
placed, in the midſt of his boaſted gratifications'? 
lis portion. is confined to this world. His goed 
E 8 things are all ot one fort duly ; he has neither knows 
| | ledge, nor reliſh, of any thing beyond them. His 
T _enjuyment,; therefore, reſts. on. a much narrower” - - 
8 baſia, than that of the fervants of God. Enlarge, ⁵ 
as much as you pleaſe the circle of wordly gratiftcati- 
ons; yet, it nothingof the mindand the heart, not. ig 
of a refined and moral nature, enter into that citele, and | 
vary the enjoy ment, langourand wearineſs ſoon ſucced 
Among whom do youhear more peeviſh expteſſiom of 
. diſcontent, or morefrequent complaints of low ſpirits. 
than among theprofeſſed votaries of werldly pleaſure ?- 
Vice and virtue, in their progrefs,. as in ; very 
other reſpeQ, hold an oppoſite courſe. The 4 
nings of vice are enr eing. The firft ſteps of worldly 2 
_advanceTent, are fluttering and pleaſing. Bat the * ©? 
continuance of ſucceſs — enjoy ment, and-flatter- 
ing defice. Whereas -the beginnings of virtue age 
| k' ocious. But, by perſeverance, its labours- diminiſ, 
and its pleaſures increaſe. As itripens into confirmed 
habit it becomes both ſmoother in praQice,. and more 
compleat in its reward. In a-worldly .ife, the terminati- 
N en of our hopes all ways meets our view. We ſee a 
„ boundary before us, beyond which we cannot teach. 
eln 3 of virtue are growing, and endleſs. 
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| 3 E \ The righteous "am Bald on in his way z and be that hath _ © 
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8 * Os the Matias ts „ 
9 ferfets 4. This brings me to ces- 
W. if we — hope, * e er, 
of a full reward at I have — by 
ſeveral conſiderations, to correct your impatience 
under the e es rm of views: I have 
'ſhown many high advantages, which it already pof- 
ſeſſes. But new, laying all theſe aſide 3 ork vob 
virtue to have brought'you no advantage, but to 
- | have only engazed you in perpetual ſtruggles - with | 
an evil world; the Text ſuggeſts what is ſufficient * 
2 anſwer every objeQion, and to ſilence every eom- 
int 3 In due ſeaſax you ſball reap, if you faint nt. 
is got a looſe encouragement, or a dubious hope, 
en is held forth to us. A direct and explicit 
declaration is made by the Spirit of Bod, that piety 
ea victue, how diſcouraged ſoever, or oppreſſed 
hey way be for a while, ſhall not be freftrited/of _ 
* reward ; but that in due ſea ſan, when the peri- 
$ od which is fixed by the Divine decree ſhall come, & | 
= alt who have not been weary in wcli-daing, though | 
they may dave ſewn in tears, ſhall reap. in fog. As 8 
this great prirciple of faith is io eſſentiab to our pre- 
_ "ſent argument, and is indeed the foundation of alt 
+ BW religion, it will be proper that we now take a view 
c the grounds on which it reſts. By fixing our at- 5 
|. © tention, both on the © proofs which reafon ſuggeſts, 1 
and on the diſcoveries which revelation has made, = 1 
a ſlate” of ſuture retribution,. we ſhall take an ef- 
' fectual method of confirming our adherence to reli 
gion, and of haffling thoſe enen which night | 
"ng us to be wary in well doing -- 
Tux fift, and moſt obvious prefuraptionts Which 
_ feaſoe affords in behalf of future rewards to the Tigh- 
tec, ariſes from the imperſect diſtribution b — . - 
and evil in our preient fate.” Not withſta nig (! 
what I have advanced concerning the plesſures anckkf 
2 Mos ww Aoi ot virtue it earnot n that the 5 95 
2; FAT. : Pk a many 1 
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ol the one, and the miſery of the other, 
appear. They are fo cobſpicuons, as not to have en- 3 


3 ; * * Ni * 


cious eſs adyantages, to whichvthe have ben 1 
Vhile the conſcientioùs ſuffer for the ſake ofvirtue, and 4 
groan et diffreſeswhieh they Havenot inefitedfrom | 
_ the world. Indeed, were the diſtribution of good and 
evil, iti this Tife, alt ogerher promiſcuous j could it be 
ſaid, with truth, ror . the moral « condition of men hack 
no infſoenee whate their happineſs or miſery; 
admit, that from fuch a Do fate of things, no Lare - 

n would ariſe, of an future retribution inten- 
ded. They who delight to aggtavate the milerics dg 
fe, and the diſtreſſes of virtue, di no ſervice to the a 
ent in behalf of Providence. For, if total diſorder be 
ound to prevail no, ſuſpicions may too ſuſtly, ariſe, 

4 prevail for ever. H he who rules the univerſe, 
entirely negleQs virtue heve, the probability mult be 
mall, of his rewärding it bereaſter. But this is far 
from being the true Nate of the fd. What hu- 
man life preſents to the view of an impartial. obſer- 
ver is by no means a ſcene of entire confuſion ; but 
2 = of order, begun; and carried om a certaiu 

Virtve is ſo far from being negleQed by the” . 
Gorernour of the world, that * many evident 
marks, it 278 to de 1 chief object of his care. 
In the uti6n of human riature, à foundation 83 
laid, Hrs gary el tothe righteous, and'forimernal pu- 
niſhment to the wirke. Throughout the courſe of 
Divine goverment, tendencies towards the happireſs . , 
nly 


_ ped the notice of the rudeſt nations. Over the-whole © 
. ear. h, they have diffuſed the behalf, that Providentte 
Fr is propitious to-virtue, and adverſe toguik; Yet thee 
_ tendencies | are, ſometimes difappointed of their. el. 
-ſe@; nud that which Providenice viſibly: favours, \ i E. 
. teſt, er preſent, without an adequate reward. E 
From ſuch an imperfe@ diſtribution of happineſs, - 7 
what are We a e bor, that' rats = the NF 
5 . Men 
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YN — of amore extenſive . 


I 8. nothing is de ficient, nothiog redundant. 


- 


not-the whois of rdings; the opening;0n- 
plan, ho e 
resches into 8 future; world? If. eady ſet 
i throne. for judgment z if be hes „ un to 
reward and te puniſh, in ſome flegres, on 15 he 
cannot mean te leave the exerciſe of government in- 


complete. — — nid Wel of 2 err 5 


and noble ſeuctur * he will, it 
perfection. I The u en pare of the fabri 
__ cently fhew, that a ſuture building is intended - 75 
Fs. . works are conſtructed according to the 
moſt full and exa@proportion. In the natural world, 
1 td, only, that we dif re wn — 
moral world, only, that we dſcovet A 
2, defect. It kale dert of that order and; per 
; whichappaer E wet of . It biber 
Pleat wiſdom, j lee, or But. can we be- 
: beve, that, under the overnment of the ante 


Beiog, thoſe apparent, diſurders ſhall not be reftified 


at the laſt? Or, that from his condu towards his 
ratiqnal creatures, the. chief of his a the ſole 


: * ection againſt his perfection ſha "4 5 


ard ſhall coptinue unremoved for ever. 
"On the ſuppoſition, of ſuture Fen: ard p 
5. A ſatisfying account can be given, — wh 


5 which at preſent take 4 on earth. Chriſ- 


tianity explains their origio, and traces them to How 
iſſue. Man, fallen frons; his primeval telicir 
* * e e E. die k. 


gemens, 


ive 


0 Aae the Pore. 
Asad acquire the habits, 


go 


L's *. e e of. 


artue...” But jf you. 15 \. 
poſe the events of this i to have no reference to 


: | . in Dirt. EY 
ivenplicable' but contradiQory, and inconſiſtent.” The. 


— powets of the inferiout animals are perfeQly ſued. © 


| 2 their ſtation. 'They know nothing- higher than 


e In gratifying their och 12 


fil their deſtiny, and-paſs away. Man, a 
2 forth to a& a part, "which carries. no . 
and tends to no end. Endowed with capacities, wh 


extend far beyond his preſent ſphere; fitted by his 


2 


tational nature, for: running the race of immortality; 60% 
he is ſtopped ſhort in the very entrance of bis c 
He ſquanders his activity on purſuits, which he 1. 
cerns to be vain, He languiſhes for MN 
' which is placed beyond his — He thirſts after 
happineſs, which he is doomed never to enjoy. By. 
ſees, and laments the diſaſters of his ſtate; and yet 
upon this ſuppoſition, can find nothing to remed 
them Has the eternal God any pleaſure in 9 
ing himſelf with ſuch a ſcene of miſętj and folly, a 
this life, if it bad no connection with another , nut , 


- 


- = exhibit ta his eye? Did he call into exiſtence this 


5 2 uni; erſe, adorn it with fo much beaut 
ſplendour, and ſurround it with thoſe, 3 
| luminaries which we behold in the heavens, only 
that ſome generations of ,mortal men might ariſe to 
| behold theſe . wonders, and then diſappear for ever? 
| How unſuitable, ip this caſe, were the habitation o 
| _ the wretched inhabitant } How enger the « W 
A of his being, and the mighty propa tation 
his powers and faculties, with his deſpicable end! 
kor contradictory, in fine, u ere every thing which 
concerns the ſtate cf A to (the wiſdom and * 
3 of "x: Maker! E. "oy" v4 ** | 
Thro ut a ages, a among Pl ons, the 
8 of à future life has prevailed. I ſptan 
not from, the refinements of ſcience, or the f 98 
tions of philoſophy ; bur from a deeper and ſtronger 


' root, the natur "But: ang of the human heart. . 


oe it. is Sire 
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ts "On th Netw „ 1 
vage; and is found in the moſt barbarous, 20 well r 
in the moſt civil zed regions. Even the belief k 
' the being of a God, is not more general on the earth, n 
dan the belief of immortality. Dark, indeed, anf {|}. 
* confuſed, wete the notions which men entertained I, "PR 
i toncernitg a future ſtate. Yer ſtilt, in that flate, 
they looked for retribution, both to the good, and _ 
the bad; and in the perfection of ſuch pleaſures, as FÞ- 
&F they knew beſt, and raldde moſt highly, they placed 
x the rewards of the virtuous. Se univerſal a conſent -# 
| | frems ptainty | to indicate, an original determination 
given to the ſoul by its C reator. It ſhbws this e 
truth, to be pative and congenital to man. 0 
hen we look into our own breaſts, we find v+- 8 
- Fious anticipations and prefages of future exiſtence. a+; 
Moſt of our great and high paſſions, extend beyond 1 
the limits of this life. The ambitious and the ſell ff 
denied, the great, the good, and the wicked, all 
take intereſt, is What is to happen after they ſhall 
| Have feſt the earth. That paſſion for fame, which 
inſpires ſo much cf the aQivity of mankind, ainly 
is apimated by the perſuaſion, that conſciouſneſs is . 
to ſurvive the diſſolution of the body. The virtun-k 
dus are ſupported by the hope, the goilty tormented - | 
with the dread, of what is to ** plaee 2 | ” Is 
As death a ches, the hi of the one, and the 
rm of e are rn to redouble. The 
81 foul, when iſſuing hence, ſeems more clearly to diſ- 4; 
Tern its future abode. All the operations of con- 
5 ſcience, proceed upon the bekef of immortahity. Th FH 
V hole moral conduct of men refers to it. All le- .. +3 
X Siſlators Rave ſuppoſed it. AM religions are built up- | 
don it. It is ſo — to the order of fociety, that 
- * were, it eraſed, human laws would prove ine ſſe Au E = 
_ reſtraints from evil, and 4 defy e of . ron W- 
- © ſeries "would overflow the earth. To ſuppoſe. this 
1 univerſal and powerful belief to be without ah. 
3 * ip 88 is.to lppoſe, yr l of 4 . 
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— Juppoſe , that this 


LY of the umverſe. 1 5 he great im 
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with the ne of map; i 1s to 
eator was. reduced o the neceſ- 
My of 1m dag his heart with a  falſehpod, in or- 
ta., make him auſwer the purpoſes of his bei 
et though. theſe. Gunn be ſtrong, _yet 
arguments are liable to objeQ 1 i is ge⸗ 


A 


eral belief, of which E have . has being ow- _ I 


ing to inclination and deſire, more than to evidence. 
1 in our N on this ſubjel from the 
*. perfeclions, we flatter ourſelyes wit being 
of, more. conſequence, than we truly, ate, in the 
ripe 


diſcovery. pregeeding ( tom God Diel, 


79 gives wh il authority to all-that reaſon, had ROD, 
| and places this capital ruth beyond the reach of fuſe 


picion or diſtruſt. 
Ibe method which Chriſtianity has taken to. . 


to us che evidence of 4 f ue te, bighly de- 4 | 
2 do. Wn, wy been a ddreſſ- * 
2 like a fyſters of. 'philoſoph 1.5 re the — gp 


ferves aur attention. Had t 


'of men; had it admired. only rn” 
e ſtudious and ceflefing it, would have - 


Ing t 
fined itſelf to abſiraQ truth; it would have "= 
informed vs, that the righteous are hereafter to 


-yewarged, and ſmners to be puniſhed. .Such a decla- 
1 2 conmined in the Text, would haye 

ſuficiem.; Be. ant weary in well-deing,; 81805 in 
faint not. But | - 


ley announcing he 
and jeweler. to mankind.” R was calculated for 


popular A. nin It w itended. 10 be the relig | 
on not merely of the few, whoſe underſtanding "WAS. 


w be informed; bug. of the 711 alſo, whole uns- 


- gination; was, to de impreſſed, a nd w + polſons 

$ to be awakened, in order to giv2, t e (rh ts 
influence over 

ly reveals yo boy future fate, but, in the 

1 n panes Founder 45 e . 2 
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I 5 * * On the l * iy 18 | 
® Sete. dene it z by pak of which, ole - 


ſenſes, our imagination, and paſſio all become i- 
tereſted i in en war & ©: 


3 The reſucre&ion of Chriſt from. I ave, was 


got à final extinQion of the living inc, 
_ "conquered death, and was become the firft fruits of 


| 8 by aſcendi to heaven in a viſible form, before 
__ witneſſes, give an ocular ſpecimen of the 
t 'aniit 


there, are fully declared. As our fere-rumer,' he 


er tis people... 1 go, ſaith he, /o my Father an your 
| Father, to my God ond to jau. God. In my" Fathe 
houſe are many . manſions. I go to y prepare” 4 place fe 
eu. [ will come again, and recerve you fo wank 
_ where. I am, there ye may be alſo.” 11 
* Dances of his coming againz are diſtinaly Sell. 
The ſounding of che laſt trumpet, the reſurrection 
f the dead, The appearance of the Judge, and the | 
=  folemnity 5 rich which: he ſhall diſcriminate the 
= from 11 hog are all ende. Seb yery words 
© Gb which he ſhall pronoutice the final ſeritance; are 
| - | Tecited in dur heating ; Come, ye bleſſed of ny Father ! | 
wa ee the kingdom n you from the {aundati-. 
on of the world. It the holy and the juſt be 

1  ediught up in the clouds, th mett the Lard in The air. 
1 bey ſhall enter with him into the city of the * 
ſb” God. They ſhall poſſeſs the new 7 wy 
1 Vens. wherein dwelleth ri . x 
A ſhall al 


— 


away all tears from th tyts. LS. 


os face in righttouſneſt, nd be | Bir k 
2 ever. 55 th recording ' ack a train 'of ftcikir 


"circumitances and att, the" Go 


"deſigned to be a ſenſible evidehce, ath infec F 
roſe, in order to ſhow, that, in our name, he = 
them that ſleep. Nor did be only riſe from the grave, 
ion from. his world, .into the region 'of the : 
. bleſſed. The employments which now accupy him 


hath entered within the ' veil. He appears in the pre- 
Jence of God for us, He maketh perpetual 7 . 
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I . * with i ſoture 1 PW. | 
.. | Modating this' great difeovery, in fo uſeful. a man- 
ner, ig the-Conceptions of men, it furniſhes a eg | 
Jotriofic evidence of its divine 155 
Tub, upon whole, Whether you dreh 4 
3 Hate, or liſten to the diſcoveries of revelation, you Ly 
©  behv|d our argument confirmed ; you behold a like of 2 
xicty ane virtue, iſſuing in immortal felicity. "Of. 
what worldly purſuit can it be pronounced, that its 
.. Teward is certain ? Lock every” where around * 
and you ſhall ſee, that the race is far from being 


| way "th the fit, ar the battleto the firi ring. 5 
pl E | 


moſt diligent, the moſt wile, the*accom 

after all their labours, be diſappointed in the end ; 
MY and be left to ſuffer the regret; ot having ſpent their . Þ 
Ns | | firenght for nought. But, for the . righteous, is laid * i 
w_— = up tbe crown of life. _'Tecir final ha pine s is prepar- 1 
ed in the eternal plan of Providence, and ſecured by = 
_ he ladours and ſufferings. of the - Saviour of ths 4 
I world. 2 
| be "157" then, , frm pur unjuſt compli hl 
virtue and reli eave diſcontent and peeviſh- . +3 
ves, to worldly men. In no j. riod of diſteels, n 
no moment of diſappointment, allow youtfelves to 
7, = e that, piety and integrity and fruitleſs.” In 
1 every ſtat mer re they lead to happineſs. Tf you - 3 
jon hot 157 7H their full rewards, it 'is betaule 148 

EE He b. ſeaſon of recompence is not yet come. 1471 * 
= due ſeaſcn' you ſbull feap. There i. a tiche Which js 
proßer r teward; and there is a period Which d 9 
trial. "How long the one ſhould laſt, and when the © 
5 other ſhould arrive belongs not to you to determine. 
II is fixed by the wiſe, though unknown, decree 'of 
"the Almi hy. Bog Fer be aſſured, that He that camel, 
| ſhall came, and wi not tary; He ſhall come tn _ 
; 2 caſen, to reſtore perfect order among his works ; © 4 
op ing reſt to the weary, comfort to the aMiQed, 
| * F men. ax faith e 
I al, 


1 15 75 On the e, I; 


Reds Witneſs, 2 ichly ; and. 55 LY 6 
aral ts with me. To Aim go p 5 6 


faridiſe of Sad. 
c laat bed in white raiment; and 80 et "Oy. * 5 


* x 16 | Let all thing) be aur. I. 


Parts, each of which poſſefſes its gr jigs importance, 
And contributes to the ferfection 


| hour; which, fer that reaſon, muſt be often incul- 
5 cated on men. There are other r and ha- 


ate neceſlary to the introduQtion and fuppont of the - 
former; and therefore, in religiovs Cade x 
theſe alſo juſfly claim a place. Of this nature is 


vince you that it is <fſential to the . diſcharge + 
of almoſt all duties; and merits upon that account 


"a grenter degree of attention than 1s OM ne 


that aur came ti, will I pi 5 N 

4 edt 0 "The tree. 7 be life . 4s in the v of the the 
ik give him the morning fur. 

Iwill make him a pillar in my temple. He ſhall.be 


3 
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I Commun. iv. — 


2 


\ ELIGION, Ike every regulat a S 
neQed ſyſtem, is "opens of a x, vatiety. of 


he whole. So 
graces are eſſential to it; ſuch as faith and repe . | 
tance, the love of God, and the love of our neigh- 


bits which though they hold not fo high a tank, yet 


that regard to order, method, and regularity, which 
the apoſtle erjoins us in the text to carry through, , | 
che whole of life. Whether. you conſider it as, in Y 
itlelf, a moral duty, or not, yet L hope foon to con- 4 f 


to it in a religious view. 


_— 


$2; m ini. 


1 you Jv abroad into the world, Jeu way be 
dne at the firſt glance, that a vicious aud liber- 
tine life is always a life of confuſion. L hence it „ 
natural to infer that order is friendly to reſigi 
the negle& of it co · opperates with vice, o he pre- 5 
ſetvation of it muſt aſſiſt virtue. By the 7757 
ment of Providence, it is indiſpenſably requiſite s 
worldly. proſperity Thence ariſes a pretumption 
that it is connected alſo with Giriteal i wrovement. 
When you behold a man's affairs, through negligetice | 
and miſconduQt, involved in di ſorder, you fiatur 
conclude that his ruin approaches. You may at the 
ſame time juſtly ihe that the cauſes which 'af- 
fect his tempbral welfare, operate alſo to the pre- 
juice of his moral intereſts. "Ihe apoſtie teaches | 
us in this chapter, that God: is not the author of confu- 
for He is 23 of order ; and all his works are roll 
.of order. t whrere confuſion. is, there. i 16, its clotle 
attendant, eve every evil work, In the ſequel of this 4 3 
courſe 1 ſhall point out ſome of tho'e parts of con- 
duct wherein it as moſt material to virtue that” ofder 
take place; and then ſhall conclude with he wing 
the high advantages which attend it. Allow me to 
recommend to you, order in the conduQ of your 

airs ; order in the, diſtribution of your time ; Geer 
In the management of yc ur fortune; order in the re- 
_ gulation' of your amuſements; order in the! arrange 
ment of your * | Thus let all Hinge es . 


_grder. 


24 Mad ths” cally in the condut* 4% 


_ worldly affairs. Every man, in eyery ſtation of lift, 


has _ ſome Concerns, private, domeſtic, or public, 0 


: wha, require ſuccefive. attention; he is placed in 


ſome. ſphere"of active duty. Let the employments 


\ which belong to that ſphere be To arranged, that each 
F anothet ; ad 
that what reguds the world may not imeriere- wah. 8 
E. what 4 is * 10 WT. Io propertion 16 the _— os 
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indiſpenſable. But ſcarcely is there any train of life 


ſo ſimple and uniform but what will fuffer through - | 
-the negleA of it. I ſpake not now of ſuffering in 


point of. worldly intreft. - I call upon you to attend 


to higher intreſis;_ to remember that the orderly 
conduct of your tem oral affairs forms a great. part 


o our duty as Chri 


n 


tm! b. A ſtrong propenſity has, in every age | 
pe ired among men to ſequeſtrate religion — the 


8 of the world. Seaſons of retreat and de- 


. + as: ITY _ POP 
240 e r 
city of affairs, the obſervance of order baggimen. more 


* 


votion they are willing to appropriate t to God. But 


the world they conſider as their 'own province. 
They carry on a ſort of ſeparate intreſt there. Nay, 


by the Teſpe& which, on particular occaſſons, they 


© pay to religion, they too often imagine that the 


ve acquired the liberty of akting in worldly -mat- 


ters according to what Lin they chuſe. How en- 


tirely do ſuch perſons miſtake the deſign. of Chriſt- 
ianity . this world yon were placed t Ptovi- 


dence as on 4 great field of trial. By the neceſ- 
ſities of your nature you are called forth to different 

1 employ ments. By many ties you are connected with 

human ſociety. From ſuperiours and inferioors, from 


neighbours and equals, from friends and enimies, de- 


mands ariſe, and obligations circulate through in the 
ranks of life. This active ſcene was contriv by t the 
wiſdom of heaven, onpurpoſe that it might bring into 


exerciſe all the virtue of the chriſtian character ; yo's 


Juſtice, candourand veracity in dealing with dne ano: 

ther ; your fidelity to 3 truſt, — | 

tious diſcharge of every office, which e to 

Vou; your affection for your friends; Fong our forgivenels 

of enemies; your hace to the diftreſſed ; | 
tion to tte intereſts of 33 ly. It is by ful- 


. Glling all theſe obligat e that 
1 N 8 N 


your conſcien- | 


your atten- oP” 


*4 4s 


: Ori in Ul. 247 
Dee 5 their good — 


40 ſbint before men, that they 
22 your Father which is in beaven, It is 
thus you are rendered meet for tie inheritance of the 
* ſaints in ligt. But how carr thoſe: various duties 
de «diſcharged by perſons who are ever in that hurry 
and perplexity which diſorder creates? You wiſh, - 
perhaps, to per form what your character and ſtation 
require. Bur from Muſion in which.you have 
allowed yourſelves to be involved, you find it to have 
bocome impoſſible. What was neglected to be done 
in its proper place, thruſts itſelf forward at an 5ncon- - 
venient ſeaſon. A multitude of aſſairs crowd up- 
on you together. Different obligations diſtratt vou; 
and this diſtra ion is ſometimes the cauſe, ſome- 
times the pretence, of equally neglecting them all, 
or, at ſeaſt, of ſacrificing the greater to the latter. 
Hence ariſe ſo many inconſtent characters, and 
ſuch frequent inſtances of partial and divided good- 
neſs, as ve find in the world; appearunces of genero- 
ſity wit hout juſt ice, honour without truth, probity to 
men without reverence to God. He who condudts 
his affairs with method and regularity, meets everx 
duty in its proper place, and aſſigus in its due rank. 
But where there is no order in condutt, there can 
be no uniformity in character. The natural connex- 
ion and arrangement of duties is loſt. If virtue ap- 
pear at all, it will be only in fits and ſtarts-. The _ 
authority of oonſcience may occafionally operate, 
when our ſituation affords it room ſor exertion. But 
in other circumſtances of equal importance, every 
moral ſentiment will be averpowered by the tumul- 
tuous buſtle of worldly affairs. Fretfulneſs of temper. . 
too, will generally characterize thoſe who are negli- 
gent of order. I he hurry in which they live, ard 
the embarraſſments with which they are ſurrounded, 
keep their ſpirits in perpetual ferwent. Confliꝗ ing 
Lvioith difficultics which they are unable to overcome, 


3 
. * * 


9 


8 


242 » the. Impertance 


conſcious of their own miſcondut, but aſnamed to con- 


 feſsit, the) are engaged in many a ſecret Muggle, and 
the uneaſineſs which they ſuffer within, e 4 ws . 


humour on all who are'aroupd them. Hence thewreten 
ed reſources to which, at laſt, the are obliged tofly, in 


order to quiet their cares In deſpair of be ing able to 


unravel whatithey have ſuffered to become ſo perplea - 
ed, they ſometimes ſink into ſupine indolence, ſume- 


t mes throw themſelres into t ns of intemperance 
and looſe pleaſure; by either o Which they aggravate 
their guilt, and accelerate theif tuin. To the end that 


order may be maintainedin your affairs; it isveceſſary. - 


H. That you attend to order: in the diſtribuion:of + 
your time. Time you ought to conſider as a ſacred »/ 
truſt committed to you by God; of which you are 
now the depoſitaries, and are io render account 
at the laſt. That portion of it which he has al- 

lotted you is intended partly for the concerns of this 
world, partly for thoſe of the next. Let cach of 
theſe occupy in the diſtribution of your time that 
ſpace which properly belongs to it. Let not the 
hours of hoſpitality and! pleaſure interfere with the. - 
diſcharge of your neceſſary affairs; and let not what 
you call neceſſary affairs encroach upon the time which 
is due to devotien. To every thing there is a ſeaſon, 


a time fer every* purpoſe under the beaven. If you 


delay till te-morrow what ought to be done to-day,; 
vos overcharge the morrow with a burden which be- 


. ongs not to it. Lou ſoad the wheels of time, and 1 I'S 


prevent it from carrying you along ſmoothly. He who 
every morning plans the tranſa tions of the day, and 
follows out that plan, catties on a thread which will 


guide him through the labymnth of the moſt buy 


life. The orderly arrangement of his time is like 
a ray of light which darts itfelf thtough all his af- 
fairs. But where no plan is laid, -wkereithe diſpoſal 
of time is ſutrendered merely j@the: chance of inci- 
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they higbly prize it, = 'with the 


| 3 7 1 


to paſs aw 
tarice” ſeek: 
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Order ii Condit.” | be. 


. which admits neither of Ab Wege x nor-ceview, . 


The firſt tequiſite for introducing older! into che | 
management of, time, is to be impreſſed with, a job, 


 ſeriſe of its value. ' Canfider well how much de 


upon it; and how faſt it. cath abvay. The bu WS 
_ are in 'nothirig more capricious and inco flent 
in their apprecatiob of lime. When they think 
of it as the 2 of their 8 on earth, 
eateſt anxiety 
But when tt y view it in 
els, they a 2 to hold it in-eontempt,. 
"ſands it with inconfiderate belly 12 1 While 4 
they 5 5 that by is N the are 0 ften with- . 
ing its different periods Nos: hay Covetous f 
2 other poſſeſſion. 2 5 only they are, 2 
. br They Jr TG 2 idle man to be 
fan thake 


ſeek to ſen hen, it out. 


ever) ird e 1 


| wer, ws. that can help them to conſurne it. Among 
thoſe who ate ſo careleſs of time, it is not to be ex- 


peQed that order ſhould be obſerved in its diſtribu- 

tion. But by this fatal actes how many materials 

of ſevere and laſting regret are they laying up in 

ſtore for hs =p perk e time which ey ſuffer 
in the midſt of confuſion, bit en K 

- ewas in vain to recall. What was 

omitte to be done at its proper oma ariſes 4 : 
be the tormefit of ſome it Proper mon Manhood is 
OW ug, by the conſequences of negleAed youth. 
. reſſed by cares that belonged to a for- : 

25-2 labours under 4 burden not its own. At 


the | of life, the dying man beholds with anguiſh 


that” his days are fipiſhing,. when his preparation for 
efernity is hardly commenced. Such are the effects 


of a diſorderly one of time, through not attend- 


ing to its value. e ng in the life of ſuch 
perſons is miſplaced. hing is performed aright, 
from not being formed in due ſeaſan. — 


"But he who "orderly in the Uſtribution of Kis 
L 2 time, 


. 
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\, SL On the Importance of. 5 
time, takes the proper method of eſcaping thoſe ma. bo 
nifold evils.” He is juſtly {aid to redeem the time. By 5 
praper management, he prolongs it. He lives much 
in little ; ge more in a few years than others do in 
many. He can live to God and his own ſoul, and 
at the ſame time attend to all the lawful intereſts cf 
the preſent world. He looks back on the paſt, and 
provides for the future. He catches and arrefts the 
hours as they fly. They are marked down for uſe- 
ful .purpoſes, and their memory remains. Whereas 
thoſe hours fleet by the man of confuſion like a ſha- 
dow. His days and years are either blanks of which 
be has no remerabrance, or they are filled up with 
ſuch a confuſed and irregular ſucceſſion of unfiniſhed , 
tranlactions, that though he remembers he has been 
buſy, yet he can give no account of the buſineſs . 
which has employed him. Of him, more than of 
any other, it may with juſtice be pronounced, that 
he, walketh in a vain ſhew ; he is diſquieted in vain. , 

III. InTRzoDucE order into the management of 0 
pour fortune. Whatever it be, let the adminiſtra= , | «+ 
Fr. tionof it proceed with method and &conomy. From 
umme to time examine your ſituation ; and proportion 
3 to your growing or diminiſhing revenue, 

rovide what is neceſſary, before you indulge in what 
| is ſuperfluous. Study to do juſtice to all with whom 
| ; Jou deal, before you affect the praiſe of liberality. 
Ina word, fix rach a plan of living as you find that 

dur circumſtances will tauly admit, and adhere to 
it 3 againſt every temptation to improper e- 
cen. - | ; 5 1 

No admonit ion reſpeQiing morals is more neceſſary 
han this to the age in which L + live * 5 Fc ac „ 

feſtly diſtinguiſhed by a p ty to thoughtleſs pro- 

25 Fuſion ; Cnc all the FA-rent ranks of man are ob- 1 
ſerved to preſs with for ward vanity on thoſe wo, FF 
are above them; to vie with their ſupet ĩours mevry ⁵ 
mode of luxury and oſlentaticn; anf to r w 
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ther a ment for fifying extravagance, than the 
E. the 5 — the ſuppoſed neceſſity of li- 
ving like others ,aronnd them. Thie turn of mind 
begets contempt for ſober and orderly plans of life. 
It overthrows all regard to domeſtic concerns and du- 
ties. It oa men on to hazardous and viſionary 
| ſchemes of gain; and unfortunately unites the two 

xtremes, of. graſ with rapaciouſneſs, and ,ob 
1 quandering with profuſicn. In the midſt of GI 
diſorder no ne, can be of n 2 
While confuſion grows npon men's 5 and pro- 9 
digality at the ſame time waſtes their ſubſtance, po- 
verty makes iis advances like an armed man. They trem- 
ble at the view of approaching evil ; but have loſt the 
force of m nd to make proviſion againſt i it. Accuſtom- 
ed to move in at of ſociety and pleaſures diſ- | 
propor ticned to their condition, they are unable to 
break through. the inchantments of habit ; and with 
their eyes open fink into the gulph which. is before 
them. Poverty inforce dependance; and d 


© increaſes corruption. Neceffity firſt betrays them 


into main compliances; next, impels them to open 
crimes 3 and beginning with oſtentation and extra- 


vagance, they end in fem and guilt. Such are - 


the conſequences of negleQi order in our. worldl 
circumſtances. Such is the ek in which the; 
fuſe and the diſſolute daily run. To what caaſe, o 


much as to the want of order, can we attribute thoſe 
* ſcenes of diſtreſs which ſo frequently excite out pit 


families ihat once w flouriſh reduced to ruin; and 
the melanchely w ae eglected orphan thrown 
* forth, friendleſs, u ; on wed 7 What cauſe has 
:, ow more fruitfu E. er2T thaſe atrocious 


crimes which fill ſociery with diſquiet and terrour : 
in training the gameſter to fraud, t e robber 40 wo- py 


lence, ard even the aſiaſſin to blood? 


Be affured, then that order, frugality, and wal I 


Fa are the neceſſary 2 of every i 5 | | 


/ 
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and private virtue. How humble ſoever theſe 
lities may appear to ſome, they are, neverth or 
the baſis on which liberty, independence, and true 


ſtances, can be maſter of himſelf in every ſuuation 


or to commit what is criminal. But he who wants 


what firinniefs of mind which the obſervance of order 
- - 'FEqQuifes, is held in bondage to the world; he can 


neither act his part with courage as a man, nor 
with fidelity as 4 Chriſtian. From the m6ment you 
have allowed yourſelves to paſs the line of economy, 
and to live beyond your fortune, you have entered 
on the path of danger. Precipices furrodbded' ou on 
all ſides. Every ſtep which you take may lead to 
miſchieis that, as yet, lie hidden; and to crumes that 
n wall end in your everlaſting perdition. 
IV. OusxrvE order in ycur amuſe ments; that is, 
zwed them no more than their proper place; ſtudy 


teryperate ſuccefſion with ſervus duties, and the 
higher buſineſs of life. Human life cannot proceed 


to advantage witheut ſome” meaſure ef rela axation 


and entei tainment. We 1equire relief from care. 
We are not formed for a perpetual ſtretch of ſetious 


** hr. By too intenſe and continued application. 
5 eble powers would ſoon be worn out. Af the 

de time, from our propenſit) to eaſe and. pleaſure, 
_ amuſement proves, 


all” r of men, 
among alf ranks N 2 


: moſt dangerous foe to order For it tends i ince 
to uſurp and encroach, 10 "widen | its tertitories, to 
ruſt irfelf in the place of” more important concerns, 
- thereby to diſturb apd” counteract the natural 
courſe of things. One frivolous amulement indulg- 
ed our of ſeaſon, . will 2 S HN en 
123 1%. 24 = 


$ © 
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honour, muſt riſe. - He who' has the Readineſs to 
arrange his affairs with method and regul rity, and 
eo conduct his train of life agrecable to e 


inte which he may be thrown. He i» under no ne- 
© eeffity to flatter cr to lie; to ſtoop to what is mean, | 


to keep them within due bounds; mingle. them ina 


- trampled under foot. -You'rmay 'withetrtaintyp 


| Diſorder, ariſen to its height, has neatly uc 
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_ confuſion: through a long ſucceſſion of affairs. 

Amuſements, thevefove, though 'they»be of an in- 
— 
them within a due and limited province. But ſuch 

as ave of an irregular and vicious nature; require not 


nocent kind, require ſteady government, to keep 


to be governkd, but to be baniſhed from every or- 
-derly: ſodiety. As ſoon s à man feeks his happi- 


ne from due gaming- table, the midnight-revel, and 


the other ts of hicentiouſne ſs, confuffon ſeizes 


upon bim as ibs on. There will no longer be or- 
der i his fa my, nor order in his affairs, nor order in 
his time. The moſt important concerns of life are 


abandored: - Even the order of nature is by ſuch per- 


into nighi. ChwaRer, honc ur, anddntereſt itſelf, Are 


— 


noſl Cate the ruin of theſe men tobe juſt at hd. 


£d'ns werk. Phe ſpole of mk 


hre upon them. 


ever one who would eſeape the peſtifential'eontagibn 
fly with haſte from their compan g. 
V. ParSs ENV order in the arrangement ef ydur 
> ſociety ; chat is, entangle not yeurſelves in A per- 
perwal and promiſeuous crowd ; felect with prudence 
und propriety thoſe with | whomy yow chuſe do Addi 
ate gj let company and retreat; ſucceed ecathibtheftat 
meaſured inter vais“ There can be o order i bis 
heir who allots not a due ſhare of his tinje to retiße- 

ment and reflection. He can neither ꝓrudentiy ür- 
Tage this temporal uffaits, nor properly attend to 


- his Tpitiraeat iübsreſts. He lives not to I ſelf, ut 


to dhe Wortd. By contined) patzen; the 5 Fen- 
Need giddy and thouelitfefs. Hd contracts uuaybida- 
ei from the warld*hat fpirit of Giforder and con- 
- > fuſions which is b rags eres n bor e 
At ie nota ſufficient preſervative againſt chris evil, 


mat the eircłes of ſocie ty in which you ure 152185 
I ik 7 


2 ute not of a libertine and viewus Rind. | | 
ir e * Withdraw | 


* 
* 
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they are ſubverſive of order, and inconſiſtent with 

your duty. What is innocent in itſelf, degentrates 
into crime from cart ied to excels 3 and idle, 
trifling ſociety is nearly a- kin to ſuch as is corrupt- 

ing. One of the firſt principles of order is, to learn 
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every wiſe and virtuous man finds his chief ſatisfac- 
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his public conduct. He who knows not how-to en 
himſelf when alone, can never be long ha 2 
. To his vacant mind, company may aſſord a tem- 
porary relief; but when forced to 2 10 Nane, 
de will be fo much more - oppreſſed and 

 . Whereas, by a due mixture of public and priva'e 


, 
: 
9 
, 
» 
. 
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j 
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each to great advantage. TT 
Warn wereview thoſe differentpartond 3 


4 — —2 —— Sith oafye * 
* ? 


. neQed, and hang upon each other- [Throughout 


ments, your fociety, the principle of order muſt be 

| equally carried, if n 

Py fruits. For if into any one thoſe great de- 

8 — of life you ſuffer diſorder to enter, it will 
ea 


d through of poet reſt. In vain, for inſtance, 
you. purpoſe to be orderly, in the conduct of your 
affairs, if you be irregular in the diſtribution of your 
time Ia vain your attempt to regulate your ex- 


confuſion which will defeat all your plana? and per- 


. 


I ycu de 
ing e and * let al. thing, as the text 


FS 


oy is above all things neceſſary to order. 
eſir 


withdraw yon from that attention to — and 
Jour domeſtic concerns, which becomes a good man, 


to be happy at home. It is in domeſtic retteat that 
tion. It is there he forms the plans which regulate 


o { 
ns warns as AA RA 8 ae as; os 4. 


he, we keep free of the TIN and wy 
to which I have ſhewn that order is eſſential, it mult 
vn naturally occur to you, that they all mutually con- 

your affairs, your time, your expence, your amuſe- 


_ pence, if into your amuſements, or your ſociety, dif- 
order has crept, . You have admitted a principle of 


x and entangle what Jen fought to arrange. 
e that any thirg ſhould proceed accord- = 
Oy". | 
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* . Paget in order. . | 4 


Imuſt alſo admoniſh you, Anis ſmall, as well as 


in great affairs, a due regard to orders is requiſite. 
I mean not that you ought to look on thoſe minute 
attentions which are apt to occupy frivolous minds, 
as eonneQed either with virtue or wiſdom. But I 
exhort you to remember, that diſorder, like other 
Ammoralities, frequently takes riſe from inconſidera- 
dle beginnings. - They who, in the leſſer tranſaQtions 


of life, are totally negligent of rule, will be in hazard 
of extending that negligence by degrees to ſuch affairs 
and duties as will render them crimnal. | Remiſfneſs 


grows.on all who-ſtudy: not do guard againſt it; and 


it is only by frequent exerciſe that the habits of order . 

and punctuality can be throughly confirmed. 
Fr om what'has been ſaid, the great — 

of. this principle to moral and religious conduct 


| muſt already. be evident. Let us, however, cou - L 
_ elude with taking a r view of the advantages | 


which attend it. - 
 Firitj the obſervance of the Kae Lared&@ - 


mat negligence von makes -you-omit ſome duties, 


and that burry and precipitancy which makes you 
perform others impetteQly. Your attention is there- 
by directed to its proper ob c. You foltlow'the: - 


freight path which Providence has pointed out to 


man; in the cout ſe of which all the diffetent huſi- 


nefs of iſe preſents itſelf regulariy to him on every _ 

ſide. God and man; time and eternity, poſſeſs theſr 79 
proper ſtations, at iſe iu ſuceeſſion to his views a: 
attract his care; © Whereas he who runs on in à diſ- 


erderly courſe, ſpeedily involves himſelf in 'a laby- 


binth. wehe, he is ſurrounded with intricac? and“! 
| darkneſs The crooked paths into which he ſtrikes; | Te 
turn him aſide ftom the proper line of human pur 
 fuit-;-hide from h- he obje&s which he ogft 
5 " chiefly to regard, bring others under his view, _ 
| which ſer ve no Pe * to d: * . _ 
| Ls 1 


Next 
N 
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| Next, by attending to order, you avoid idleneſs, 
- that moſt fruitful ſource cf crimes, and. evils. Adding 
upon a plan, meeting every thing in its own place, 
conſtantly. find ipnocent and uſeful, employment 
or, tine, ou are never, at, a, loſs how to diſpoſe 
Ix your, hours, or to fl * fe agreeably. In the 
'coyple of human action, thete are two extremes 
ly dangerous to virtue; he multiplicity, of af- 
fans and the total want of them... Fhe man of or- 
ger Rang in the middle betner g cheſe two extiemes, 
flets from neither. He js occupied but not 
_ Whereas the diſordesly, overloading one 
part of time, and leaving another vacant, are at one 
period , overwhelmed with, þuſinefs, and at another, 
Either idle through want of employment, or indolent 
through perplexity. Thoſe feaſons of indolence | 


and idlene{s,. which recyr ſo often in theit life, are 


dangerous moments. I he mird, unbap- 
2 and clinging to every cbje2 which 
can oc cupy or amuſe it, is hen apteft; o throw. it- 
ſelf imo the, arm of every vice ander. 
4 Fagther, by the preſervation aii order, you check 
inconflancy and 2 Fickle-by natme is the hu- 
wan beart. II is ſond of change ; and perpetually | 
tends to ſtart alice from the ſtiaight line of conduct, 
Henge ariſes he propriety of-brigging ourſelves un- 
der ſubje ction to method and rule; which, though 
at firſt it may prove conftraiving, yet by gegrees, 
and from the experience of its happy effects, be · 
comes hatural and agreeable. It redtifies (hohe irre- 


*  gularities,of temper and . manners to wh h.fpe.gire 


the name of caprice ; ; and, which are diſtinguiſhing 
chara & eriſtics ol a diſorderly mind. It is the patent 
af ſteadineſs of, conqyct. It.;torms: copfiltenc cyi;.of 
charaQer. II is the grewnd of all, tke confidence we 
repoſe. in one another. For, the diſorderly we kn 
eder to find. In him only cn ue place: any 


* N <. 2 7 540/24 11 Ke * 21 1 


* 


„ 4 7 1 % 
v * * FP = * 1 - © - * , * : 1d: + : 
4. - * * > 1 _— * 3 , * 4 by 4 4 =_ - 8 . * * f * "« „ * * 
— - - 23+ ® - * S 1 - 
- PI . 8 
2 * 2 


truſt dai is N and regular ; who NN 
ei an . by. . Abo nel upon a -plang and 


EN _ io ſeek pleaſure ; and inſtead of it, SY 


| his, on ata withouti=diſturbing! bis e "I 


NO Ee WIG * 


ä in Conuucr. * | 231 


2 deſultory 


"The A. of - gp © hitherto cemcigngd 4. 


Ws to reQitude of copdudt. -- Conſider alſo. how 
[tant it is to yon, ſell enjoy ment and felieity. 
85 


der is the ſource of peace s and: penct is the:high- 


eſt of all er Ten „Onder bs Tags the 
only 0 
* 


* l Gitergarly; 

dug Clegrents on earth, wi on "by dndgen and violte 
ir uphians⸗ diſturb the courſe of nature. By. mi «© 
management of, affgics,. by: exe in expence, h/ ir- 
regularity in the indulgence of- company and amuſer 


ment, they are perpetually creating moleſtation both 
to themſelves and-athezsmubhey depart from wn 


falw $ fo 
iner fete a 


the e A no ce 


Got 


with others. The diſorders Sue _they raiſe never 
fail to ſpread bey ond their awo live} and to involve 

many in confuſion and diſtreſs ; whenee they neceſ-. } 
OE {arilys berome:thewuthors of tümült and contention, 

of diſcord and enmity.Mhereas, order is the foun- 


dation of union It allows every man to carry on 
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. city of men in friendſh peace. 
ln fine the man of order: is cordelſe] with att 
the higher powers and 


5 . 9. 
- reign of diſorder and darkneſs. To ref 


for our being admitted to join their ſocier F> 


2 it now our 
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principles in the univerſe, 


e is the follower of God? He walks with hi 
1 and acts vpon his plan, - His charaQer is formed on | 


"the ſpirit ' which religion breaths. For religion in 
ral, and the religien of Chriſt in particular, may 
called the great. ar of See 


ymous terils 


us Chriſt, to 
175 Sat g 


The Linge 


mong the werks of God, was the end for which the 
Son of God defeended to the earth. He 
order to be c bſerved in his church.” His undertakis 
is to be conſurnmated in that perfect order whic 
de ſhall introduce at the faſt day. 
and the ne to heavens, undiſturbed order fhall for ever 
prevail among the pri of the juſt made perfett; 
and whatever: farther preparation may be * 


certain that we ſhall never ſhare in it, 
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 iffurs of life. ——n difcourſing 
N —— e to conſider, ſe arately, | the ade kee the 


Tr * Nee 6mm er 


hee: becauſe the ſtate of the heart is al detet- 


r will draw the practice after it. 


g 9 hc Eat. | 253 
b OY this that contained in the text. Its 


tatice, however, 2 . ſeldom perceived by 


5 A ef men. N apt to conſtder the 


lat ion external 15 as the chief objec of ; 
2 If they can act their, part with decency,  - 
bur mentain a fair character, the conceive their du | 
to be fulfilled. ' | What paſſes i in the main time within 
their mind, they ſuppoſe to de of vo great up of 
quence. either to themſelves, or to, the world, In. 1 
poſiion to this dangerous plan of "morality, the wile 
man exhorts us fe Lech the heart ; that is, to attend 
not only to our actions, but to 'our thoughts = 
defires ; and to erp their beart wth all diligence, that 
15, with® ſedulous and res care; for which 


0 


ke aliens this teaſon, that, out, of the beart are the 
this ſubject l ur- 


uchts, of the pamonis, a the tem =p 
before” entering on any of thele, let! us begin 1 4 4 
- enquirivg in what ſenſt he 7 54 f life are Rid to de 
out of the hrart ; that ve dern the force of 
the argument which thetext 768 425 to See 
nie great duty of dea the heart. | 

Ti iſſues of e ate juſtly fuid'to be out of the 


ities our moral charaQer, an what for orms on 
happineſs or "miſery. pigs +4 

Pas r, it is the ſtate of the helrt wr deter, © 
mines dur moral chaaQer. The tenor of "45 042 | 9 


| tions will always correſpond to the e that 


vail within. Io dif emble ot 'to ſuppreſs them, 
d fruitleſs attempt.” In | fpite of our efforts, 


they will perpeta4ily break forth in our behaviour, 
On Boy You! iu the weight of inclination hangs, © 
122 Nas 5 
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ſore you ſtudy to preſerve'your h 
vou reſolve at the ſame” time to keep 
. Make tbe Wee good, 25 but 2586 
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oral charaQter ariſes... Independant- of all, aGion, 
t is, in truth, the ſtate of the. heart itle - which 
uh our 


| influenced by. mere o 
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254 0. . 6 one, . 
and then its fruits awill be good al For out of the 


heart procted not only evil, #haughts \ but murders, g- 


dulteries, { ornications, theft; 7 0. witneſs, „ Vb 
If that fountain be once poiſqned, you. can 


Ibfoughout the whole of their couiles they 


n carry the taint of the f arent ſpring. 
But it is not merely from its i fluence oh exter- 


"nal action that ihe importance of the heart, to our 


forms, our chara&er in the fight « of God. 
| Fellow Ereatures, | Aber muſt ever ho Id — uh chief 
rank; becauſe, j theſe. only we can judge of one 
another; by theſe we affe& each other's N j 
and therefore to theſe alone the regulation 

lav extends. But in the eye of that Supreme — 2 
"I to whom ou hole iaternal frame is uncevered, 
_ diſpoſitions held the place of actions; and it is pot 
tb ph, what ye pertormy, as the metyg..which 
moves vs, to performance, Fhat, conſjrutes, un go 


or evil in his ſight. Even a men, i be — 
my of aQions: is eſtimated, by 


which they are judge d to 5 2 
E 18, fact is the man. "acgounted to "yp 


W 


r inſtance, may ſpend much of his fgr 3 in 


charitable ad ions; and ow if he. is þeliee&to be 


charitable, but vain. He. may labou unmwearicdiy 


' "ro, ſeive we” -ublic;, bus if, he. 1s prompted by the. de- 
are of ribn Alen ner dez eld * ſpirited, 


but Zinti, Aud if he beftuws,a benefit. purely 


that he ma receive er turn no man 
would reckòn him e Kalbe n 


ed. If reaſon thus cl. e 
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"oth Hoek. _ 
kim. who ſceth into every heart. The rectification 
of our principles of a 1 ion is the primary object of 
religious diſcipline, ard in proportion as this is more 
or leſs advanced, we are more or leſs religious. Ac- 
\cordingly, the regeneration of the beart is every 
where repreſemed in the Goſpel as the moſt eſtentiah 
2 hay, nd in tha character of a Chriſtian, ©: | 
SECONDLY, the ſtate of the heart not only de- 
termines our moral charaQer, but forms our princt- 
pal happineſs or miſery. External fituations- of fot- 
tune are no farther of conſequence than as the 
opetale on the heart; and their operation there is 
far from correſponding to the degree of worl 
AJ rn If, from any internal cauf 
| an's peace of mind be diſturbed, in Lain you 
. Ha ths with al} the henours of riches which te 
world can beſtow. - They remain without, like 
things ata diſtance been inns They reach not the 
ſoutce of enjoyment. Diſcompoſed thohghts, * 
tated rr and- a ruffled temper, en ever 
nt 6f pleaſure which the world holds out 
n every objeQ u hich preſents klelf, ith 3 
a melancholy gloom. In order to acquire à capij- 
city for ha 1 it muſt be our firſt ſtady to reckif ; 
fuch inward d orders. Whatever diſcipline tends to 
accompliſh 4his purpoſe, is of greater importance tb —_ 
man thag the acquiſition of the advantages of fortune. 
Theſe are precarious and doubt ſul in their effect; 
internal tranquillity: is a certain good. ' Theſe” are - 
3 only means; but that is the end. Theſe are b 
more than inſtruments of latisſaction: that, i is ſatis- 
faction itſelf. F s 
2 i is ſaid by the Wiſe Mary that he . 
10 ruloicues is irie; t e h tity Bi briken 
a nd. without wulle n. All is waſte; all is in 
diſordet and fuins within him. He Poſtlres no de- Ry 
| fence againſt dangers of any ron, „le ſies open 
to every. n eee, 2 every in- 
95 +: 7 Tan 34 A male 37 rw - 
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256 1 On Fi oak erg 
the accidents of life. He is .ereQing a fortreſs into 


cure 
. man, the careful regulation, or the improvident 
neglect of the inward frame, forma the n diſtinc- 
| I between wiſdom and folly. 

Tavs it appears with how much propriety the 
| iſſues of life are faid to he out of: the heart; ; Here 
_ rife thoſe great ſprings of human conduct whence 
the main currents flow of our virtue, or our vice; 

of our »:ppinels, or our miſery, Beſides this pow- 
erful argument for keeping the heart suit all diligence, 
I muſt mention another important conſideration taken 
ſtom the preſent ftate of human nature. Think 


W bat your heart now 1 is, and what muſt be the conſe- 


quence remuting your ilance | in watching over 
* i 3 — 71 — is ſaid in — to 
K be deceitful. above all things, and deſperately wicked. 
: Its bias of innate corruption gives it a perpetual ten- 
. dow nu ards into vice and diſorder.” To direct 
nad nd impell it upwards, requires a conſtant effort. 


fire has. g propenſuy to wander into an improper di- 
recdion 4hat every paſſion tends to exceſs z. and that 


whole ©. 
Alter all t 


Into what 

vigilance may | be employed, and no government be 
exerciſed over it ? Inattentiqn and remiſſneſs is all that | 
he 

gain full advants 
fares in the 2 


e of mankind deſires; in order to 
While you fee, be e hor 
"The houle which . OY E.. 


-. 
_—_ 
" * 
— A 
Fe «, 


* 9 


vaſion of diſtreſs. Wheres he whe; is | employ ed fe 1 
regulating his mind is making proviſion — all 


which, in the day of danger, he can retreat with 
Ahlen And hence, amidſt thoſe endeavours to ſe- 
appineſs which inceſſantly employ the life of 


Experience apiy © convince y08,,.that almoſt every de- 


nation there perpetually - crowds a 
= Sage vain and þ as mf theughts. 
care that can be beſtowed by the beſt. 
hae#eculztion of the heart, it frequently baſ-- 
io keep it under: proper 'dicipline. 
ver ſal. tumult then muſt it rile if * 


2 2 
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-. = © nd l he r garniſher with - ovil 


= | - Jpirite a vith 2 £4 - 
* Add to this, ene 


3 f idered as a ſyſtem, the parts of which have a mu- 
le ; kul- dependence on 6 Introduce diſorder 
of : into any ene part, and you the xhole. Suf- 

>: fer but one (paſſion to go out of its place, or to c- 
a  quire an vnnatural force, aud preſently the balance 6 
a F of the foul will be broken; its powers will jar among 
£2 themſelves, and their operations become diſcordant © 
3 Keep thy heart therefore with all diligeme; for all 
_ thy diligence is here required. And though thine 
ci - - own keeping alone will not avail, unleſs the aſ- 
1 fiſtance of a higher power concur, yet of this be 
S. well * that no aid from — am ex- 

a. pected, chou ſhalt neglect 10 exert in 

ve | 14 forming the part aſſigned thee, 92 we yo <a 
p Haix e now ſhown. the importance of _ 
* = fing government over the heart, I proceed to ME ö 
1 more particulatiy in what that government conſiſts, 
WE: bin Gs hangs, nnn 2 
"or ö 2 x degin 1 with, the thoughts, which are that 3 0 
et |} movers of the whole human condut. / All that bes 
"". -* a figureonthe great theatre of the world, the em. 
n ns of- ide buſy, the enterptine of the W 
di- | bitious, and the exploits of the warkke, the virtues 
hat II which — the, happineſs, and the crimes which oc- 
s + cee nſion the miſery ot mankind, originate in that ſilent 
be. and ſecret receſe of thought which is hidden from 
delt exery baman eve; The ſecrecy and filence which 
aſe 12 reien thete favour the — — by too 
2 many, that thougbt is exempted from all controul. 
1 Puaſpons, they perhaps admit, require! government 
be || {- andrefiraint, becauſe they are. violent emotions and 
hat _ diffurb ſocicty - But with their thoughts, they 


. Plead,/pq one is concerned. By theſe, as long as 
* n their W 
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and no injury committed. To adjoj-weanſlaidedabe 
full 2 appears to them the nativ e 
bt an privilege of Sham?? 1571 21? 0g bbA 
Had they to dom h none but their fellow creuture, 
buch reaſoning mighi he {pecious.....Butothey; ought 
- to remember, that in the ſiglu of the Supreme Being, 
— thaughte bang the character of god or ei Aas much 
as actions; and dat they ate, in eſpec ial manner, 
. "the ſubjects of divine. juriſdiftions becauſe they are 
dcogniza ble by: Do other tribunal. Lahe: moral regu- 
lation of our thou hts, is the particular iteſt. of our 
reverence for God. If we reſtrain; our paſſions rom 
braking forth into open diſorders) hade w ahandon 
our imagi tation in ſecret to corruption, we ſhow that 
virtue teſts with us upon regard to men; and that 
- however ,we may aQ a part in. public with propriety, 
there is before cur. eyes no fear of that Godπõ,e 
- | ſearcheth N and nnd in the inward 
pari:. r r 1170 main Lf 11 
a But even dad wg from this awful confideration , 
the .gavernmert! of our thoughts mut uppen tobe 
of high conſequence, from their direct influence on 
conduct. alt i plain that thoaght: gives this fit im- 
pulſe to eve: y principle of actibni / Aion ate, in 
Bs 1 vo other than thoughts ripened into conſiſtency 
= wary fubſtance.1:; So oertain is this: that to judge leith 
we _ - preciſion of the character f any man, and to'foretell 
Wo - with.confidence whit part he wilh act; mo more were 
requiſue, than to be tende red capable of e wing the 
current of thought which ipafſes moſt frequently 
vi hin him. Phongh by-ſuth a metbod d have> no 
eee to judy of one another; : thus - iv is always 
in our power to Judge of our ſefves. Euch eve by 
ienpartiall y ſetutinizing his indulged and ſadbutite 
theugbts, may diſcover che whole: ſeerer i hie real 
character. This conſideratidn' along, is ſufficient to 
do of what = pre pi nog. 
e ö r 
= bt; Bor * * 


N n * 3 
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p "evitably. ex preſſed 


to trace. 


7 ploy ments as we, 
nation to our thoughts, . Next, when thouglüe, by 
2 accident they may baue been originally 


_placency. .... 


tl Heart,” 4359 
us conginged., of its importance, 
a queſti on may Art ow far 2 is. within our pow- 
er, an in , what deg ee th N ts ME iN to the 
” command of the will? It is f they, ace, not 
always.the offepr wept ges 0 ee, 
n th Ie. round ing ; 
art up, as, of heanialrom with- 
f imtoduction which we ace able 
wind blaweth where, it Viet, au 
thou canſt ; not 2 whence 11 cometh, NE hither, it, ee, 
equally rapid i in its ane an inſgrutable in its 
. Progre 5, is the courſe © thought. Moyiog along a 
train of copic ions which are too delicate tor aur ob- 
ſervatior, it.defeats all endeavours either to explore 


objects. Kue 
out any princ} 77 


or to ſtop its path. Hence vain and fantaſtic ima- 
*ginatjons. ſometimes. — e * molt. ſettled 
attention, and diſturb een the devout exerciſes of 
pious minds. Inſtances of this fort muſt be Plaaced 
do the account of, human fratky. 
tunes to be deplored, rather, oo 


They 2 mſge- 
crimes to be 
demned.; and our gracious „ Who N tg our 
frame, and remembers we are duſt, will not bzfeyerein 
marking every ſuch error and wanderung of the 
mind. But, after theſe een are made ſtill 
there remains. much ſcope, for the proper goyern- 
. ment, of thought ; and a multitüde of caſes. c f,, 
in which we are no Jeſs accountab!s ter what we 
think, than for w what we. 1 | 
As, fuſt, when the introdudion of any train of 


- thought depends upon Qurielyes, and is our voluntary 


2 hy turning our attemion towards tvch objects, 
a 


or ; engaging in ſuch em- 
give. z peculia! detgrupi- 


ening ſuch paſſions, or 
know, mult 


zgeſted, WE indulged. 5 deliberation and com- 
Though the mind has been paſſive in 
fe reception, and, Werben, u a5 le 2, 
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A < 260 7 On the Gove | rhme nf : 3 
if it be a dive in their continuance, the guilt becomes 
its own. They may have intruded at firſt, like 
unbidden gueſts; but if, when entered, are made 
welcome. and kindly entertained, the caſe- is the 
| fame as if they had been invited from the beginring. 
If we be thus accountable to God for thoughts either 
voluntarily introduced, or deliberately indulged, we 
are no lels fo, in the laft place, for thoſe which find 
* admittance into our hearts from ſupine negligence, 
from total relaxation of attention, from allowing 
our imagination to rove with eritire licence, /ihe the 
eyes of the fool towards 'the ends of the earth. Our 
minds are, in this cafe,” thrown open to folly and va- 
nity. They are proſtituted to evey evil thing which 
pleaſes to take poſſeſſion. The conſequences mu 
all be charged to our account; and in vain we plead 
_ excuſe trom human infirmity. Hence it appears, 
that the great object at which we are to aim in 
governing our thoughts, is, to take the moſt effec- 
| tual meaſures for preventirg the introduction of ſuch 
as are ſinſul, and for haſtening their expulſion, if 
they ſhall have introduced themſelves without con- 
—. A ( SENT SE 
But when we deſtend into our breaſts, and exa- 
mine How far we have ſtudied to keep this object 
in view, who can telt how oft de har offended? In 
no article of religion or morals are men more cul- 
pably remiſs than in the unreſtrained indulgence they 
give to fancy ; and that too, for moſt part, without 
remorſe. Since the time that Reaſon began to exert 
her powers, Thought, durine our walking hours, has ,, 
deen active in every breaſt, without a moment's ſuſ- 
.. penſion or pauſe. Fhe current of ideas has been 
always flowing. The wheels of the ſpiritual engine 
| Have circulated with perpetual motion. Let me aſk, 
What has been the fruit of this inceſſant adiviy 
with the great part of mankind * Of the innumera- 
dle hows that have been employed in thought, — 
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few are marked with any permanent or uſeful eſfect? 
How many have either patied away in idle dreams; Y 
or have been abandoned to anxious diſcontented mu- 
ſings, to unſocial and malignant paſſions, or to irre: 
gular and criminal deſires ? Had I power to lay o- 
pen that ſtore houſe of iniquity which: the art of too 
many conceal; could 1 draw out and read to them a 
liſt of all the imaginations they have deviſed, and all 
the paſſions they have indulged in ſecret ; what-a,,; 
picture of men —— I preſent of themſelves? What * | 
crimes would appear to have perpetrated 3 
in fancy, which to their moſt ieee compani- E + 
ons they durſt not reyeal - „ Ment , 

Even when men imagine their thoughts-to be in- 
nocently employed, they too commonly ſuffet them 
to run out into extravagant imaginations, and chi- 
merical plans of what they ou wiſh to attain, or 
chuſe to be, if they could frame t courſe — 
things according to their deſire. Though ſuch em- 
f fuch | ployments of fancy come not under the deſeription 
on, if with thoſe which are plainly criminal, yet whollx 
con- unblameable they ſeldom are. Beſides the waſteof 

time which they occaſion, and the R 
1 exa- vbich they indicate of thoſe intellectual powers that © 
object were given tous for much noblen purpoſes, 

19 In romantic ſpeculations lead us always: into the - 
e cul-bourhood of forbidden regions. They place -us on 
e they dangerous ground. They are — the moſt part con- 


/ithout nected with ſome one bad paſſion ; and they al 
» exert nouriſh a giddy and frivolous turn of thoughts * 
ns, has They unfit the mind for applying wirh vigour to 5 

ns ſof- I Lationa! 9 or fur acquieſcing in ſober plans of © 
s been ¶ Conduct. From that ideal world in which it allows 70 
engine itſelf to dwell, it returns to the commerce of men, | 
ne aſk, unbent and relaxed, ſickly and tained, averſe from 


aivity I diſcharging. the, duties, and ſometimes 2 8 
be, ever for relifin, che picaſwes: of oder le 
t, how rs A bine heart from RR 
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a2 On the Government | 
long ſhall thy vain thoughts lauge within thee f——— 
Is order to guard againſt alt ſuch corruptions and a- 
buſes of thought as I have mentioned, it may be 
profitable to attend to the following tules. 
AI the firſt place, ſtudy to acquite the habit of 
attention to thought. No ſtudy is more impoftat; 
for. in proportion to the degree in which this habit is 
poſſeſſed tuch commonly is the degree of intellectual 
improvement. It is the power of attentien which 
in" a great meaſure diſtinguiſhes the wiſe and e 
great from the vulgar and triffing herd dt men-. 
The latter are accuſtomed to think, or ratlief to- 
dream, without knowing the ſubje & of their thoughts 
In-their unconne ted rebings, they purſue no end; 
they follow no tract. Every thing floatslobſe ar d 
_ disjointed on the ſurface of their mind; like leaves 
bh: icane;ed and blown about on the face of the 
HY | waters. 8 ; 1 bY, e 7 hi; Got 
we - Im order to lead your thoughts into any uſeful di- 
| rection, your firſt” carte muſt! be,” to acquire the 
power of fixing them, and of reſtraining their irre- 
gular motions. Inure yourſelves to. form plah of 
proper med tation; to purſue it ſteadily; and with 
ſevere authority to keep the door ſhut againſt in- 
truſians of -wyandering faney. Let your mind, for 
- this purpcſe; become a frequent object to itſelf ' Let 
your thoughts be made the ſubject of thought and 
review. To what is my attention at preſent di- 
c refed? Could 1 giſcleſe it without a bſuſh to the 
td? Were God inſtantly to call me into judg- 
e ment; what account could I give of it to him? 
„Shall I be the wifer or the better for dwelling on 
40 fichixhoughts as now fill my mind? Are they” 
entirely conſiſtent with my innocence, and with | 
< my preſent and future peace ? If they are not, 
to what purpofe do I indvige ſueh unprofitable'or * 
dangerous muſingsÞ By frequent exercife / of | 
this inward\{crutiny; we might gradually bring inia- - 
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. undr dici pline, and 10 hs powers of 
| thought te their proper uſe as means of improvement, 
inſtead of ſufferingrthem-to. be only wy n a 
RO and guilt v. A 
the ſecond place, in order el government: » ** 
of thought; it is peceſſary to guard againſt 0 nap hh 7 
Idleneſs is the great fomenter of all eorruptiots in 
the human heart. In particular, it is the parent of 
loolgimaginations and ĩnordinate deſires. The ever: » 
active and reſtleſs power of thought, if not employed 
about what is good, will naturally and unavoidably 
engender ,&vil;: Imagine not that" mere proupetion; "i 7 
of whatever kind it be, will exempt you from the 
blame and danget of an idle life. Perhaps the worſt | 
ſpecies! of idlene g is diſſipated; though ſeerningly bu- 
ſy life, fpent in the haunts of looſe ſociety, and in 
the chace of perpetual iamuſement. Hence a Sat * 
mind ialternately elated and dejected with triſſes, oc-- 
3 — no recollection of the paſt but what i is 
fruitleſoi and; with no plans wo pavement pon df 


are-either-frivilous or guilty: - „„ , SF; 
As, thetefote, your would govern. your - thoughts, vi 
or indeed ad ydu would have hf: as that are 


worthy of been — 1 honqurable em- 
ployment for the> native. activity of your er N 5 
Keep knowledge, virtue; and uſefulneſs, ever in 
view. Let your life proceed in a train of ſuch pur- 
ſuits as arc worthy of a; Chriftiang of à rational ant | 
A fociab being. a ile. theſe are r.® larly” carried | 5 _ 
on as the main buſieſt of life, let amuſement-poſleſs - "2 
no mot᷑e than its proper place in the diftribution'of '- ß 
your time. Take! particular care that your — 
mente de of an itreptoac ha ble kind, and that all 
ſociety 1 or innocent, 800, ſh 
ſtream of your thoughts! be made to run in 2 — a2 
channek ly accupations and virtues principles 9 
will expel the taint which adleneſs never fails to com- 
„ Habana . * ? 5750 — 2 — 10 * 
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In the third placd, neee b 18 
attend to all the ptoper e taps f 
preſſing them. I ake example from the unhappyx 1 

maduſiry which ſinners diſcover in banithing good ones, IX 

FF < when à natural | ſenſe of religion forces them on 
their con ſcience. How anxiouſly do they fly! from 
themſelves ? how do they droum the voice 
which upbraids them in the noiſe of company or 
diverſion? what numerous artifices do dhey emp 
to evade the uneaſireſs which returns of reflezions - 
would produce ?—Were we to ule 2 — 
in prevem ing the entrance of vicious ſuggeſtions, or 
in repelling them when entered, why ſhould we not 
be equally ſucceſsful in a much betteer auſe . 
ſoon as you are ſenſible that any dangerous N 
begins to ferment, inſtantly call in other paſſions, and 

| other ideas, to your aid. Haſten to turn vj 

' . © thoughts into a different direction. Summon up 

whatever you have found to be of power ſor com- 

pots harmenizing your mind. Fly for affiſtance + 

to ſerious ſtudies, to prayer and devotion'z of” ever 
fly, tot buſineſs or innocent ſociety, if ſolitude be in 
hazard of :favouring the ſeduction. By ſuck: mears 

3 _— 2 pr + bye 

ou ma an antidote, beſore-the ab. hae 

had time bh apply its full eſſect. 2204 75 

In the fourth place, it will "he r 7 uſes 
ful to impreſs yew minds with. a habitual ſenſe: 
the preſence ol + e . When we 't 
what a ſtrong check the belief of — 1 0 

is calculated to give to all criminal thoughts, we gre 

mi _ to ſuſpect, tnat even by Chriſtians this ar- 

_ ticleof faith is not received with-fincere-conviftion;”: 
For who but muſt confeſs, that if he kne a parent, 

a friend, or à neighbour, to have the power of 5 

looking imo his he art, he durſt not allow himſelf that Meg 

? unbounded ſcope which he now gives to his ittagina=/' i © 

E 2 7 Whenze, dei, comes t eo: f. = 
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that men, . — or concern, 


3 into a ; 
my of the awful majgfty of Heavq that f | 
ntiouſneſs of thobght which would ma 
_ bluſh and tremble, if one of their own fellow. 
creatures could deſery ? At the fame time, no princi- 
ple is ſupported by clearer evidence than the omniſci- 
.ence of God. All- religiena.le@kave admitted it. 
All focieties of men, in their oaths and covenants ; 
appeal to it. The ſo of the univerſe cannot 
but know what paſſes throughout his dominions, He 
who ſupports all nature muſt needs pervade and fill 
it. He who formed thie heart is certainly conſcious 
to what paſſes within it. 


Never let this great ue "of faitk oſcape from 


our view. Ia chünking, as well av in cg, 


cuſtom yourſelves to loox teveteme to that 
ng of divine obſervation which never -. 
bs wo . er a pen — — — - 
your nd maki g up that great record of your 

8 , words, and a ions, from which at laſt you 

are 10 bo judged. Think that vou are never leſs 
alone than when by yourfelves ; for them is Ie ſtill 
with you, hoſe inſpe cton 13 oß greater cunſequence 
tban that oflall mankind; Let thefe a wfoliconſiderati- 


ons not check the diſſipation of corrupt” faucy, 
but tele Int your - ſpirits that. ſobemn' com fre 3 


which is the parent of meditation a: &: 
them not only expel what is evil, but x introduce. its 


Nead what is pure and holy; ele to 
8 and acting as the coimters 
to thoſe attractions of tlie I's cw . 
Uraw your” Rr ener r- NP 
| — | | 12 (3. is 114. 1" 
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ol the government of the thoughts, I proceed; 
ia — the goverument of the / paſſions, 


Paſſions are 


emations of the. occali- 


ones by the view of apprehended good or evil. They 


are original parts: of the conſtitution of our nature; 


and theraſore, to extirpate them is a miſtaken aim. 


tequires / no more of us than to moderate 


| name them. Mhen aur blefled Lord aſſumed-ĩbe 
the corruption of man, he was ſub- 


je & co like paſſions with us. On ſome occaſions he telt 


_ the riſings ok anger. . He was often touched with pi- 


To. — wangrieu'd in ſpirit 5 hoe ſorromad and he 
$304 d g n 819 14.273 e 141k 107 ; 
hen properly 1 Gee be ſubſer- 
vent to very uſeful ende. They royze the dormant 
are even found to alt 
them. Ibey aſten raiſe a man above himſelf, and 
render him more penetrating, vigorous, a 


24 


ſome high paſſion, he conceives great 3 
_.Grmounts ali difficulties in thę execution. He is in- 
ſpired with more loſty ſentiments, and endowed with 
more 6 utterance, than he . * 


TAVING: treated, in ibe 2 1 


as the. 
nent reat duty included in the keeping of He. hearto-1 


and maſtery 
ly, than he is in his calmer hours. AQuated 2 


ay 
blind 
points 
ſions: 
Purſui 
when 
ſon. 
unſeaſ 
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1 other dime. | Paſſions are the adite fotces af the 
ſoul. They are its higheſt powers inte 
pg.” _— and exertion. But, like all other 

Af powers, they os either uſeful or deſtruQive,*ac- 

STS cording to their direQion and degree: as wind Te 
984 fire are inſtrumental in carrying on many of che 
&+ > 


beneficient operations of nature; but when they tiſe © 
to undue violence, or deviate. from their proper courſe,'” 
. their path is marked with ruin. 3 
It is the preſent infelicity of fm nature, that 

re thoſe ſtrong emotions of the mind w_ 0 too 

| werful for the principle which ought to * 
2 — This is one of rock conſequences of | 
ſe, our apoftacy from God, that the influence of reatbn® © 
eed is wekbned, and that of paſſion ſtrengthened wt 
the, in the heart. When man revolted from his Maker, 3 
2217 
aſi· 
bey 


his paſſions rebelled againſt himſelf; and from 
ing ; originally the inftruments of reaſon, have tel 


come the tyrants of the ſoul. Hence, in trexti 
Ire. 5 of this ſubject, two things may be aſſumed as 

ciptes: firft, that through the preſent w 

underſtanding, our paſſions ate eften'direQet 


e If wards improper objects; and next, that even 4 
fub- ; their Pas ag is ft, and their objects are innocent, 3 
telt they perpetually tend to run into exeſs: 5 5 
9 ways hurry us towards their gratification with a 2. 


be blind and dangerous impetuoſity. On theſe” ths? a3, 

1 points then turns the whole government of our page 
ſions: firſt, to aſcertain the proper objects of their * | 
purſuit 3 and next, to reſtrain them 15 that, purſi 2 
when they would carry us beyond the bounds of rea > 
ſon. If there be any paſſion which intrudes itſelf 
unſeaſongbly into our mind, which darkens and tron»! 


bles our hovymem, or habitually diſcomp6ſes our 
temper ;© Which unfits us for the | 


the duties, or diſqualifies us eden b 7 _ 
the comforts of life, we may erty cock 8 
to have gained a dangerous N Hs 1 
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| object which. we ought to purpoſe to queſelves is, * | 


acquire a firm, and ſtedfaſt mind, which the infatua- 
tion, of paſſion ſhall not ſeduce, nor its violence 


hake; which, reſting on fixed principles, ſhall, in 
emotions, remain free, and 
maſter of itſelf; able to liſten calmly to the voice 
Of conſcience, and prepared to obey its dictates witb- 


To. obtain, if poſſible, ſuch command of paſſion, 


is one. of. the bigheſt attainments of the rational. na- 


ture. Arguments to ſhow its importance. crowd up- 
on. us from every quarter. If there be any feitile 
ſource of miſchief to human life, it is, beyond doubt, 
the miſtule of paſſion. It is this which poi ſons the 
enjoyment of individuals, overturns the order of ſo- 
ciety, and ſtrews the path of life with ſo many 


miſſeries, as to render it indeed the vally of tears. 
All choſe great ſcenes of public calamity, which we 
* behold withaſtoniſhmentand horrour, have. originated 


From the ſource of violent paſſions. Theſe have 
| the earth. with bloodſhed. Theſe have 
aſſaſſin's. dagger, and filled the poiſoned 


Painted 


 :bowh , Theſe, in every age, have furniſhed too 
 Zopious materials for the orator's declamati- 


nb and for. the poet's tragicalſong. 
When fram public life we deſcend. to private con- 
dus, though paſſion operate not there in ſuch a 
vide. and deſtructive ſphere, we ſhall find its influ- 
ence to be no leſs baneful. I nced not mention the 
black and fierce ans, ſuch. as envy, jealoufy, 


| agg, renenges whoſe, effects are obviouſly noxious, 
,w] 


and: agitations. are immediate miſery. But 


take any of the licentious and. ſenſual kind. Suppoſe 


it io have unlimited ſcope; trace. it throughout its 


ourſe ; and von will find that gradually, as it riſes 
2 "ak , 2 


ate neſs, and uoubles the peace of his 
over whom it reigns; that in its eſs it 
bim in purſuits. which are & 


with 


* 
= 906 4 


* 


fer ourſelves to be dazzled by unreal = 
' pleaſure. We follow, with precipitancy, whither- 


amination, what our predeceſſors have adtni 


hopes, we are hurried into 
| Jes which ate in themſelves of no value. By rectify- 
ing our opinions, we would ſtrike at the root of t 
evil. If our vain imaginations were chaſtened,. the 


. 
A 
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rater ; and aggravates all the miſerles im which it 
Has involved him with the conctu u N 
remorke. T_ all the ſtages bf this taal curſe, 
how many have heretofore run? What multitades 
co we daily behold purſuing it, with blind ànd hea- 
long ſteps ? | Tn 


ut, on the evils which flow from dnreffrained | 
paſſions, it is needleſs to enlarge. Hardly are there 


any ſo ignorant or inconſiderate as not to admit, that 


where paſſion is allowed to reign, both happineſs and 


virtue muſt ſuffer. I proc 


_ of our paſſions, WEED 
| Is the firſt place, we muſt ſtudy w» 


views of the comparative importance of thoſe. d- 


jects that are moſt ready to attraQ deſire. 


erroneous opinions which we fotm * 
nes and miſery, give riſe to all the miſt and 


n 
dangerous paſſions which embroil our life. We ſuf⸗ 


appearances of 


ſoever the crowd leads. We admire, without ex- 


„ Thus, agitated by vain fears and dectitful 


tumult of our paſſions would ſubſide. 
It is obſerved, that the young and the ignorant 
ways the moſt violent in purſuit. The knowledge which 


* 


is forced upon them by longer acquaintance with tbe 


world, moderates their impetuofity. Study then to 


anticipate, by reflexion, that knowledge which ex- 


M 3 ak 


therefore to whit is 
of more conſequence, to ſuggeſt ſome directions whith _ 
may be uſeful in afliſting us to preſerve the govern- 


FL" 


Auch danger or with ume); that in the end it wiſtes = 
his fortune, deſtroys his health, or debaſes his cha- 


A 
* 


nired, We | 
oy from every ſhadow at which we ſee others trem- 
dle 


er conteſts about db- 


are al- 


as a. ; 
«> 
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| _ perience often purchaſes at too dear à price. Inure e 
| _ . yourſelves to frequent conſiceratien of the emptineſs 
of thoſe pleaſures: which excite ſo much ftrite and 
commotion among mankind. Tüfhk how much 
more of true enjoyment is loſt by the violence of 
. Paſſion, than by the want of thoſe things which 
give occaſion to Tr Perſuade yourſelves 
Gat the favour of God and the poſſe ſſion of. virtue 
form the chief happineſs. of the rational nature. 
Let a contented mind, and a peaceful life, hold the 
next place in your eſtimation. Theſe are the con- 
I dluſions which the wiſe and thinking part of man- 
kind have always formed. To theſe concluſions, 
after having run the race of paſſion, you will pro- 
| bably come at the laſf. By forming them betimes, 
you would make a ſcaſonable eſcape from that tem- 
peſtuous region, through which none can paſs with- 
_ out ſuffering miſery, contracting guilt, and under- 
_ oing ſevere remorſe. © : 1 
Is the ſecond place, in order to attain the com- 
wand. of paſſion, it is 22 to acquire the power 
5 ſelf-denial. The ſelf-denial of a Chriſtian con- 
- fiſts not in perpetual auſterity of life, and univerſal 
_ Tenunciatiog of the innocent comforts of the world. 
_ Religion requires no ſuch unneceſſary ſacrifices, nor 
is any ſuch foe to preſent enjoyment. * It canſiſts in 
our being ready, on proper occaſions, to abſtain 
from pleaſure, or, to ſubmit to ſuffering, for the ſake 
of duty and conſcience, or from a view to ſome 
higher and more extenſive good. If we. poſſeſs not 
this power, we: ſhall be the prey of every looſe in- 
clination that chances to ariſe. ;Pampered by continu- 
al indulgence, all our paſſions will become mutinous 
and headſtrong. Deſire, not reaſon, will be the ru- 
| ling principle of our conduct. 33 
eee you would keep your paſſions with- 
in due bounds, you muſt betinies accuſtom them to 
know the reins. You muſt not wait till ſome wn 
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ineſs In vain 7 will attempt to ac with authority; if 
and your firſt eſſay be made when temptation has inflam- 
nuch ed the niiad. In eter outs, you muſt ſometimes 
e of abridge your enjoyment even of. what is innocent. 
hich In the midſl of law ful pleaſure, you muſttmainitain mo- 
elves . deration;/abſtemiouineſs, and ſelf- command. The ob- 
irtue lerxagce of this diſciphine is the only methodof ſupport- 
ture. - inp'reaſon in its ptoper aſcendant. For if ydu allow 
the - yourſelves always to ſtretch to the utmoſt point of in- 
con- nocence and ſafety, beyond that point you will be hurried 
nan- v hen paſſion ſhall ariſe in its might to ſſiake the heari. 
ions, IN the third place, impreſs your minds deeply 
pro- with this perſuaſion, that nothing is What it appears 
mes, Tobe when you are under the power of paſſion. Be 
em- aſſured, that no judgment which you can form can 
rith- de in the leaſt depended upon as ſound or true The 
der- fumes which ariſe from a heart boiling with violent 
- Paſſions, never fail to darken and trouble the under- 
om ſttanding-. When then gourd* withered, under the 
wer _ © ſhade of which the prophet Jonah repoſed, his mind, 
con- alredy ruffled by the diſappointment of his prediat- 
erſal om, joſt, on occaſion of his flight incident, alt com- 
orld. mand of itſelf ; and im the midſt of his impatience, 
nor de wiſhed to lie rather t ban t live. Inſtead of be- 
ts in ing calmed by that expoſtulating voice, 'Dofi thou 
ſtain well, O Fanah.! to be angry becauſe of the gourd i tie 
ſake - replied-with' great emotion; 7 dv well tobe angry even 
ome wnto:death.” But did Jonah think ſo when bis paſſion. 
not bad abated? Do theſe ſentiments bear the leaſt re- 
in- ſemblance to that bumble and devout prayer which, 
inu- on another occaſion, when in his calm mind, he 
nous put up to God? No two perſons can differ more 
ru- from each other, than the ſame perſon differs from 
i _ himſelf when agitated by paſſion, and when maſter. 
ith- af his reaſon. I do weil to be angry, is the language 
n to of every man when his mind is inflamed.” Every -__. 
riti- paſſion juſtifies itſelf: It brings in a thouſand pre- 
. . e 3 
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cal occaſion! for the exerciſe of ſelf-denial occur. 
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EV fences t0..its wid. | It hoxrows many. « falſe colour to | 


hide its deformity. 


It poſſeſſes a ſort. ci magie, 


which it can — or diminiſh objects at — : 


—, © — the appearances of wery thing within 
Ats Innere. 
Let the knowledge of this impoſture which paſſi- 
on — place ou continually on your guard 
— — of it be —— at hand, to check 
extravagant judgments which you are apt to paſs 
in thoſe moments of deluſion. Liſten 2 
on which then ariſes. Form no concluſions en which 
you are toad. Aſſure yourſelves that every thing. is 
deheld through a falſe medium. Have patience for 
a little, and the illuſion will vaniſh; the atmoſphere 
will clare up around you, and objects return io be 
viewed in their native colours and juſt dimenſions. 


UI the fourth — ins early the beginnings | 


of paſſion. Avoid pa 


apt to excite 


all ſuch objects as are 
* you know te predemi- 


nate within-you. As ſoon as you find the tempeſt 


ring, have recourſe to _ proper method, either 


e 


.of allaying its violence, or of eſcaping to a calmer | 


ſhote. Haſten to call up emotions | of: an. oppoſite 

. Dature., Study to conq 
ſome other n is of leſs dangerous te 

Me ver _ trivial whioh is in 
hazard of intr diſorder - into your heart. 


ſuch progeels as to threaten entire dominion. 
Blandiſhing it will appear at the firſt. As .@,gentle 
and innocent emotion, it may ſteal into the heart; 
dur as it advances, is likely to pierce you through with 
many. ſorrows. What you indulged as a favourite 
: — will ſhortly become a ſerious buſineſs; 
and in the end may prove the burthen of your life, 


: ra made and the rr which — * 


— 


ner one paſſion by means of 


4 þ nies et 2 which you feel guin- 


Muſt of our paſſions flatter us in their riſe. But 
their beginnings are treacherous ; their growth is im- 


out water. 


Eernity is juſt at 
9 2 : 2 M 5 | 
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of the Heart. 


What Solomon ſays of one of them, holds true of 


them all, that their beginning is as when one letteth © 
It iſſues from a ſmall chink, which 


once might have been eaſily ſtopped; but be- 
ing negleQted, it is ſoon widened by the ſtream; till 


the bank is at laſt totally thrown down, and the flood. 


is at liberty to deluge the whole plain. PE 
In the fafth place, the exceſs of every paſſion will 
be moderated by frequent meditation on the vanity 


of the world, the ſhort continuance of life, the ap- 
proach of death, judgment, and eternity. The ima- 


ginary degree ot impertance which the negle@ of 


ſuch meditation ſuffers us to beſtow on temporal 
things, is one great cauſe of our vehemence in deſire, 
and our eagerneſs in purſuit, We attach ourſeives _ 
to the objects around us, as if we could enjoy them 
for ever. Higher and more enlarged proſpects of 
the deſtination of man would naturally cool this miſ- 
For what can appear ſo conſiderable 

in human affairs, as to diſcompoſe or agita'e the 
mind of him to whoſe view eterrity lies open, and 


placed ardour. 


all the greatneſs of the univerſe of God? How con- 


temptible will ſeem to him this hurry of ſpirit, this 
turmoil of paſſion, about things which are ſo ſoon to 
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train lie concealed, until their dominon is eſtabliſhed. 


- 


end ?— Where are they who once diſturbed the 


world with the violence of their conteſts, and filled 


it with the renown of their exploits? What now re- 
mains of their deſigns and enterpriſes, of their paſ- 
ſions and purſuits, of their triumphs and their glory? 
Ihe flood of time has paſſed over them, and ſwept 
them away, as if they had never been. 
„% the world changes continually around us. We 
fucceed one another in the human courſe, like troops 
. of pilgrims on their journey. Abſurdly we ſpend our 
time in contending about the triflcs of a day, while 
ring for a higher exiſtence. ' 
to cloſe this introduQory . a 


The fafbion 


we. ought to be p 


"ay o. the Cevivnment 


It is faſt 0 towards us, like the tide of a vaſt leſs 
- Ocean, ready to ſwallow up all human concerns, and duc 
to leave no trace behind it, except the co: ſequerces the 
of our good or bad deeds, which ſhall laſt for ever. ih 2 
Let ſuch refleQions allay the heart of paſſion. * 
Let them reduce all human things to their proper " 
ſtandard. From frivolous pgrivits let them recal wit 
our attention to objeQs of real importance; tb the it a 
proper buſineſs of man; to the improvement of our the 
nature, the dilcharge of our duty, the rational any nor 
religious conduct of l gman life. ſon 

; In the laſt place, to our own endeavours for regs con 
ating our paſhons, let us join earneſt prayer to God. it v 
Here, if any where, divine aſſiſtance is requiſite. goſ 
For ſuch is the preſent blindneſs and imperfeQtion of tur 
human nature, that even to diſcover all the diforders WO. 
of our heart is become difficult; much more, to vol 
nredify them, is beyond our power.” Jo that ſuperior joy 
aid, then, which is promiſed to the pions and up- it 
right, let us look op with humble minds; beſeeeh- gin 
ing the Father of mercies, that, while we ſtudy to clir 
act our own part with reſolution and vigilance, and 

© he wenuld forgive our retorning weakneſs ; would wh 
firengtken our conſtancy in refiſting the affaults of are 


paſſion; and enable us by his grace ſo to govern 
our minds, that withom conſiderable interruptions 
we may proceed in a courfe of piety and virtue. 
-:IT now remains to treat of the government of 
temper, as included in the keeping of the heart. paſ- 
fions are quick ard ſtrong emotions, : which by degrees 
fnbſide. "Temper is the diſpofition which remains 
after theſe ,emotions are paſt, and which forms the cou 


habitual propenſny of the fout. The one are like tje 

the ſtream when it is ſwoln by the torrent, and tuf- 3 

fied by the winds. The other reſembles it when rad 
"1 running within its bed; with its natural velocity and Incl 
MS force. Tre-ivfiuence of temper is more ſilent and tics 
| T that of 7 It Wen with 
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„„ — Heart. „ 
leſs violence ; but as its operatiofi is conſtant, it prö- 
duces effects no leſs conſiderable, It is evidents 
therefore, that it highly deſerves to be conſidered 
i & religions view, / / / /! nn RD 
Many, indeed, are averſe to behold it in this light, 

They place a good temper fipon the ſame footing 
with a heaſthy conſtitution of body. They confider 
it 99.3, Pplpral felicily which. ſome enjoy 3 but for 

the want of which, others are not morally culpable 
nor accountable to God; and hence the opinion has 
ſometimes prevailed, that a bad temper might be 


u- confiftent with a ſtate of grace, If this were true, 
od. it would overturn that whole doctrine, of which the 
te. goſpel is fo full, that regeneration, or change of na- 
of ture, is the eſſential characteriſtic of a Chriſtian. It 
ers would ſuppoſe that grace might dwell amidſt mele- 
to volence and rancour, and that heaven migh be en- 
or ger by ſuch as are ſtrangers to charity and love,— - 
p- It will readily be admitted, that ſome, by the ort- 
che ginal frame of their mind, are more favourably in- 
to clined than others towards certain good di poſitions 
„ and habits. But this affords. no juſtification to thoſe 
uld who negle& to oppoſe the corryptions to which they 
of. are prone, Let no man imagine that the human 
ern heart is a ſoil aſtogether unſuſceptible of culture; or 
ons that the worſt temper may not, through the aſſiſtance 
_ of grace, be reformed by attention and diſcipline. 
of Settled depravity of temper is always owing to our 
a- own indulgence. If, in place of checking, we nou- 
ees riſh that malignity of diſpoſition to which we are 
zins inclined, alt the conſequences will be placed to our ac- - 
the count, and every excuſe from natural conſtitution be 
ike _ e£jeQted at the tribunal of Heazve, | 
ruf- The proper regulaticn-of temper affects the cha- 
hen racter of man in every relation which he bears; and 


includes the whole circle of religions and moral du- 
tics. This, therefore, 'is a ſubje& of too great ex- 
| tent to be comprehended in one diſcourſe. But it 
| 5 * * | K ; 2 : 5 may 
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may be uſeful to take a general view of it; and, be- 
fore we conelude the doctrine of keeping the heart, 
to fſhew what the habitual kemger of a good man 


_ ought to be, with teſpe& io God, to his neighbour, 
„ % ol ay 
' Fig$T, with reſpe& to God, what he ought to 
cultivate is a devout temper. This impoxts more 
than the care of performing the offices of religious 
worſhip. It denotes that ſenſibility of heart towards 
the Supreme Being, which ſprings.from a deep im- 
preſſion of his perfections on the ſoul. It ſtands op- 
poked, not only to that difregard of God which 
forms the deſcriptien of the impious, but to that 


abſence of religious affe ions which ſometimes pre- 


vails among thoſe who are imper fectiy good. They 
acknowledge, perhaps, the obligations of duty. They 


feel ſome concern to work out their ſalvatron. But 


they apply to their duty through mere conſtraint ; 
and ſerve God without affection or complacency. 


Mae liberal and generous ſentiments animate the 


man who is of devout temper. God dwells upon. 
his thoughts as a benefaQtor and a father, to, whoſe 
ice he hearkens with joy. Amidſt thewccurrenees 
f life, his mind naturally opens to the admiration 
of his wiſdom, the reverence af his power, the love 


of his tranſcendent goodneſs. All nature appears to 


his view as ſtamped with the impreſs of theſe per- 


fections. Habitusl g ratitude to his Maker for mer- | 


cies paſt, and cheerful reſignation to his will in all 


time to come, are the native e ffuſions of his heait. 
Such a temper as this deſerves to be cultivated _ 
with the utmoſt attenticn; for it contributes in a 


high degree, both to our improvement and our hap- 
bine fa. It refires, and it exalts human nature. It 
ſoftens that hardneſs which our hearts are ready to 
contraQt from frequent intercourſe with this rugged 
world. It facilitates the diſcharge of every duty to- 
wards Ged and man. At the fame time it is 4 


"IE 


wt temper , 
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temper peaceful and ſerene, elevated and rejoicing. | 


5 rude and quarrelſome, are the bane of ſociety. They 
ſeem deſtined to blaſt the ſmall ſhare -4 


of the Heart. 23577 


It — 41 the current of our affections to flow in a 


_ © placid tenour. It opens pleaſing proſpects to the 
ng It baniſhes harſh and bitter paſſions ; and 


places us above the reach of many of the annoyan- 


ces of worldly life. When the temper is truly de- 
vout, the peace of God which paſſetb under ſtanding 


Keepeth the heart and ſoul. I proceed, 


$xcoNDLY, to point out the proper ſlate of our 


temper with reſpe& to one another. It is evident, 


n the general, that if we conſult either public wel- 
are or private 2 Chriſtian charity ought 
10 regulate our diſpoſition in mutual intercourſe. 
But as this great e admits of ſeveral diver- 
fied appearances, let us confider fome of the 
chief forms under which it ought to ſhow itſelf in 


the ufual tenour of life, Univerſal benevolence to 


mankind, when it reſts in the abſtraQ, is a looſe 


| indeterminate idea, rather than a principle of real 
_ effeQ;; and too often floats as an uſeleſs ſpeculation. 


2 the head, inſtead of affeQing the temper and the | 
rt. | 


"What, ficſt, cans iſelf to be recommended 


is a peaceable temper ; a ditpoſition averſe to give 


offence, and deſirous of cultivating harmony, and 


amiable intercourſe in ſociety. This ſuppoſes yield- 


ing and condeſcending manners, unwillingneſs to 
contend with others about trifles, and, in conteſts 


that are unavoidable, pr moderation of ſpirit. 
Such a temper is the firſt 1 principle. of ſelf-enjoy- 


ment. It is 1 baſis of all order and. happineſs 


among mankind. The poſitive and contentious, the 


comfort 
which nature has here allotted to man- But they 
cannot diſturb the peace of others, mare than they * 
break their own. The hurricane rages firſt in their 


own boſom, before it 2 forth upon the * 
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In the tempeſts which they raiſe, they are always 
toſt ; and frequently it is their lot to periſh,” 


did one, cr a diſpoſition to view the conduct of 
others with fairneſs and impartialnty. This ſtands 


" oppoſed to a jealous and fuſpicious temper, which 


aſcribes every action to the worſt motive, and 
* throws a black ſhade over every character. As you 
would be happy in yourſelves, or in youf connecti- 
ons with others, guard againſt this malignant ſpirit. 
Study that charity which thbinketh no evil; that tem- 
per which, without degeneration irto credulity, 
will diſroſe you to be juſt; and which can allow 
you to obſerve an error, without imputing it as a 
crime. 'I hus you will be kept free from that con- 
tinvual irritation which imaginary injuries raiſe in a 
ſuſpicious breaſt; and will walk among men as your 
an EEE: 
But to be peaceable, and to be candid, is not all 
that is required of a good man. He muſt cultivate 
| kind, generous, and ſympathizing temper, which 


feels for diſtreſs, wherever it is beheld; which en- 


ters into the concerns of his friends with ardour ; 


and to all with whom he has intercourſe is gentle, 


obliging, and humare. 'How amiable appears ſuch 


a difpoſition, when contraſted with a malicious or 


envious temper, which wraps itfelf up in its own 
narrow intereſts, looks with an evil eye on the ſuc- 
ceſs of others, and with an ur natural ſatisfaction 


feeds on their difappointment or miſeries! How lit- 


tle does he know of the true happineſs of life, w ho 
is a ſtranger to that interconrſe of good offices and 
kind affections, which, by a pleafing charm, attach 
men to one another, and circulate , joy from heart 
% ier ron 

| ' You are hot to imagine that à bene voleft temper 
finds no exerciſe, une ſs w hen 


A peaceable temper muſt be ſupported by a can- 


opportunities offer of 
peiſcrming adicns of high” generoſity, or of _ , 
| . = ve i 
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five utility. "Theſe may ſeldom occur. The con- 
dition of the greater part of mankind, in a good 
meaſure, precludes them. But in the ordinary round 


of human affairs, a thouſand oceaſions daily preſent 
themſelves of mitigating the vexations which others 


| ſuffer, of ſoothing their minds, of aiding their in- 


tereſts, of promoting their chaerfulneſs, or | eaſe. 
Such occaſions may relate to the ſmaller incidents of 
life. But let us remember that of ſmall incidents 
the ſyſtem of human life is chiefly compoſed, The 
attentions which reſpe& theſe when ſuggeſted by 
real benignity of temper, are often more material to 


the happineſs of thoſe around us, than actions which 
carry the appearance of greater dignity and ſplen- 
dour. No wife or good 
rules of behaviour as below his regard, which tend to 
cement the great brotherhood of mankind in comfort-' 


man ought to account; any. 


able union. 


Particularly in the- courſe of that familiar inter- ; 
courſe which belongs to domeſtic hfe, all the virtues 
of temper find an ample range. It is very unfortu- 
nate, that within that circle, men too often think 
themſelves at liberty to give unreſtrained vent to the 
caprice of paſſion and humour. Whereas there, on 
the contrary, more than any where, it concerns them. 
to attend to the government of their heart; tocheck 
what is violent in their tempers, and to ſoften what 
is harſh in their manners. For there the temper is 


formed. There, the real character diſplays itſelf. 


The forms of the world diſguiſe men when abroad. 


But within his own family, every man is known to 


be what be truly is. In all our intercourſe, then, 
with others, particulary in that which is cloſeſt and 

moſt intimate, let us cultivate 2 peaceable, a can- 
did, a gentle and friendly temper. This 1s the tem- 


per to which, by repeated injunctions, our holy reli- 


gion ſeeks to form us. This was the temper of 
Chriſt, This is the temper of Heaven, * 


— 
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Wr are now to conſider, thicdly, the proper ſtate 
of temper, as it reſpects the individual himſelf. 
The baſis of all the good diſpoſitions which be- 
long to this head, is humility. By this I underſtand, 
not that meanneſs of ſpirit which leads a man to un- 
dervalue himſelf, and to fink below his rank and cha- 
racter; but what the ſcripture expreſſes with great 
propriety, when it exhorts every man, not to think of 
himſelf more highly than be ought to think, but to think 
 ſoberly. He who adopts all the flattering ſuggeſti- 
ons of ſelf-love, and forms claims upon the world 
proportioned to the imaginary r he has 
conceived of his merit, is preparing for himſelf a 
thouſand. mortifications. W hereas by checking the 
riſings of ill- founded vanity, and retreating within 
thoſe bounds which a moderate eſtimation of our 
charaQer preſcribes, we eſcape the miſeries which 
always pui ſue an arrogant mind, and recommend 
ourſelves to the favour both of Ged and man. 
Hence will naturally ariſe a contented temper, 
which is one of the greateſt bleſſings that can be en- 
joyed by man, and one of the moſt material requi-— 
fires to the proper diſcharge of the duties of every 
ſtation. For a fretful and diſcontented temper ren- 
ders one incapal.ſe of performing aright any part in 
life. It is unthankful and impious towards God; 
and towards men, provoking and unjuſt. It is a 
gangrene which preys on the vitals, ahd infeRts the 
whole conſtitution with diſeaſe and putrefa ion. 
Subdue pride and vanity, and you will take the 
moſt effeQual method of eradicating this diſtemper. 
You will no longer behold the objects around you 
With jaundiced eyes. You will take in good part 
the ble ſſings which Providenee is pleaſed to beſtow, 
and the degree of favour which your fellow-creatures ' 
are diſpoſed to grant you. Viewing yourſelves, 
with all your imperfeCtions and failings, in a juſt 
light, you will rather be fi rpriſed at your enjoying 
| ſo 
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fo many good things, than diſcontent becauſe 
there are any which you want. 

From a bumble and contented temper will ſpring 
à a cheerful one. This, if not in itſelf a virtue, is at 
leaſt the garb in Which virtue ſhould be always arra /- 
ed. Piety and goodneſs ought never to be marked 
with that deje n whiehdomerimes takes riſe from 
ſuperſtition, but which is the proper rtien only 
— Ae At the ſame time, the cheerfulne(s belong- 
is t6 de carefully diſtinguiſhed from that 
5k ** iddy temper which charatterizes folly, 
and is ſo often found among the dflipated and vicious 
part of mankind. Their gaiety is vwing to a total 
want of reflexion ; and brings with it the uſual con- 
ſequences of an unthinking habit, ſhame, remorſe, 
and heavineſs of heart, in the and The cheerful- 
neſs of a well-regulated mind, ſprings from a 
conſcience and the favour of heave, and is bo 
by temperance and reaſon- It makes a man happy 
N in hirnſelſ, and promotes the happineſs of all around 
npers him. It is the clear and calm ſunſhine of a mind illu- 
minated "by piety and virtue. It crowns all other 

n good diſpofitions,' and comprehends the general eff 


d 


every which they ought to produce on the heart. | 
Wn Sven, on the whole, is the temper, or debitel | 
art in frame of mind, in a good man: Devout towards 
God ; God; towards men; peseable, candid, affectionate 
t is a and humane; With himſelf, humble, contented and 
2s the cheerful. To the eſtabliſhment of this happy tem? 
Sion. per all the directions which | defore- ſoggefled: for the 
de the due regulation of the 9 and for the | pot 
mper. ment of the paſſions, naturally conduet; in this they 


ought to iſſue; and when this temper is thoroughl 
formed. within | as, then may the beans 8 4 
have been kept with #tlf diligence, That we may be 
thus enabled to keep it, for. the ſake both of pteſent 
_ enjoyment and of preparation for ous happineſs, 
e IT Heaven.. 3 bleſſing 
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we cannot implore of the Almighty, than that he 
| Who made the human heart, and who knows its frau 
ties, would 4 aſſiſt us to ſubje& it to that diſcipline 
, Which religion tequires, which: reaſon approves, but 
which his grace alone can, enable us to maintain. 
1 CCC I 
| | OC RATS 
12073 lig 


: GL © ap 2 err ' a : 5 
. {ty "TE. 1 7.12 130 10 1114 7. 1 14 | 
* *. i. d TY ; FT; 1 4 re * 1 54 i GY . ger 4 41 - 
= 4 * bk 1 p 2. , Lon FR% 8 
i * - k v , ” = 


Ji» JAMES. $6; IJ: 043710 TT. 118 
- Every go:d and every per ſect gift is from above,” and 
. . cometh down from the Fathis of Lights, with bam 

Ii no variableneſs, neither ſbadew of turning. 

CC 
1 HE divine nature, in ſome views, attracts our 
I love; in others; commands our reverence ;-m 
alla is intijled-te.the higheſt. attention won the human 
mind. We never elevate our thoughts, inla proper 
manner towards the Supreme Being, without: return- 
ing to our own ſphere with ſentiments more improved ; 
and if, at any time, his greatneſs oppreſſes our 
| thoughts, his moral perſections always afford us relief. 
His almighty power, his infinite wiſdom and fu- 
eme goodneſs, are ſounds familiar to our ears. 
la his immutability. we. are lefs accuſtomed to conſi- 
der him; and yet it is this perſectiom which, per- 
baps, more that any other diſtinguiſhes the d vine na- 
ture from the human ; gives complete energy t all 
its ot het attribules, and entitles it to the higheſt ado- 
ration. For hence are derived the regular order of 
natute and the ſtedfaſtneſs of the univerſe. Hence 
flows the unchanging tenour of thoſe laws which, 
1 8 from age to age, I te the conduQ of man kir.d. 
Hence the. uniformity of that government, and the 
certainty of thoſe promiſes, which are the ground of 
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ile Divine Natur. oafg 
our truſt and ſecurity. Goodneſs could produce no 
more than feeble. and wavering hopes, and power 
| would command very imperfe& reverence, if we 
were left to ſuſpect that the plans which goodneſs 
bad framed might alter, or that the power of car- 
rying them into execution might decreaſe. _ The 
contemplation of God, therefore, as unchangeable _- 
is his nature and in all his perfections, muſt undoubt- 
L. edly be fruitful both of inſtruction and of conſolation 
4 to man. I ſhall, firſt, endeavoyr to illuſtrate in 
PIs ſome degree the nature of the divine immutability ; 
and then make application of it to our own conduct, 


— 
TY EVERY good and every perfedt gift cometh down from 
, and | the Father of Lights, The title which in the text is 
whom 2 to the Deity, carries an elegant alluſion to the 
„n un, the ſource of light, the moſt univerſal benefac- 
1 tor of nature, the moſt regular and conſtant of all 4 
ts our the gieat bodies with which we are acquainted in the 
e; in univerſe. Yet even with the Sun there are certain 
man degrees of varighleneſs. He apparently riſks and 
proper ſets; he ſeems to approach nearer to us in ſummer, 
-eturn- and to retire farther off in u inter; h's influence is 
toved; varied by the ſeaſons, and his luſtre is affected by 
3. our the clouds- Whereas with him who is the Faller 
relief. of Lights, of whoſe everlaſting brightneſs the glory 
ad fu- of the Sun is but a faint image, there is no. ſbadow 
r ears. 4 turning, not the moſt diſtant approach to change. 
conſi- In his being or eſſence it is plain that alteratian can 
„5 per- never take place. For as his exiſtance is derived 


from no prior cauſe, nor dependent on any thing 
without himſelf, his. nature can be influenced by no 
Power, can be affected by no accident, can be im- 
paired by no time. From everlaſting. to everlaſting, 
he continues the ſame. Hence it is ſaid, that be only 
hath immortality ; that is, he poſſeſſes it in a man- 
ner incommunicable to all other beings. Eternit 
is deſcribed as the high and holy place in which ./ 
| dwelleth ; it is a ha bitation in which none * Ne 
hy 8 — 9 : 7 r 
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Father of Lights can enter. The name which he” 
taketh to himſelf is, Ia. Of other things, fome 
- have been and others ſhall be; but this is he which 
i, which was, and toſieb is te come. All time is his}. 
it is meaſured out by him in limited portions to the 
various orders of created beings; but his own exiſt- 
ence fills equally every point of duration; the firſt 
and the laft, the beginning and the end, the fame 
yeflerday, to-day, and for ever, SR 
As in his eſſence, ſo in his attributes and perfei- 
ons, it is impoſſible there can be any change. Lo 
imperſect natnres only it belongs to improve. and to 
"decay. Every alteration which they undergo in 
their abilities or difpofiticns, flows . etther from in- 
ternal defect, or frem the inſſuence of a ſuperior 
cauſe. But as no higher cauſe can bring from wnh- 
out any acceſſion to the divine nature, fo within it- 
Felf it contains no principle of decay. For the fame 
reaſon that the felf-exiſtent Being was from the be- 
ginning powerful and wiſe, juſt and good, he muſt 
continue unalterably ſo for ever. Hence with much 
propriety the divine perfe ctions are deſcribed in 
ſeripture by alluſions to thoſe 6bjeAs to which we 
_ aſcribe the moſt permanent ſtability. His rightevuſ- 
neſs is like the ſtrong mountains. His mercy is in the 
heavens ; and bis faithfulnefs reacheth unto the” clouds. 
Theſe perfeQions of the divine nature differ widely 
from the human virtues, which are their faint ſha- 
dows. The juſtice of men is at one time ſevere, at 
another time relenting, their goodneſs is ſometimes 
. confined to a partial fobdneſs for a few, ſometimes 
runs cut into a blind indulgence towards all, But 
- -goodyefs and juſtice are in the Supreme Being calm 
and ſteady principles of action, which, enlightened 
by perfect wiſdom, and never either warped by 
, Partiality, or difturbed by paſſion, perſevere in one 
regular and conſtant tenor. Among men they may 
fometimes break forth with tranſient 3 ron. 
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be thoſe wandering fires which illuminate for a little-the | 

darkneſs. of the night. But in God they ſhine with 
8 | that uniform brightneſs, which we can liken to no- 


thing ſo much as to the untroubled, cternat luſtre: of 
the higheſt heavens. - 


From this follaws, what is chiefly material n 

to attend to: that in the courſe of his operations to- 
wards mankind, in his couneels and decrees, in his 
laws, his-promiles, and his threatenings, there. is no | 
wvariableneſs nur ſhadow of turning with. the Almighty. 
Known to Aim from the beginning: were all his. works. 
2 the r idea the whole ſy ſtem of nature exiſted, 
1 the foundations of the earth were laid. 

Lat there. be light, he only realized 
—— oa which from evelaſting he had: formed 
e in his own: mind. Foreſeen by him was every —_ 
tion which-the:courſe of ages: was to produce. 
ever the counſels of men can effe& was — | 

ed in his dect ee. No new emergency can ariſe to 


of or of hope, can ſhake bis mind or influence 
n He reſts in the. cternab poſſeſſion of that 
ſupreme beatitude, which neither the virtues nor the 
crimes of men can in the leaſt affect. From a mo- 
tive of over flowing goodneſs, he reared up the uni- 
verſe. . lover of righteouſneſs, he rules 
it. The whole ſyſtem of his government isffixed ; 
his la us are uireyecable ;. and what he once loveth, 
he loveth to the and. [n-ſeri indeed, he is ſome- 
e to repent. But ſuch ex- 
preſſions, it is obvious, are employed from accom- 


modation to common conception ; in the fame man- 


ner as when bedily organs are in other paſſages aſcrib- 


ed to God. The ſcripture, as a rule of life addreſ- 
ſed to the multitude, muſt make uſe of the language 
of men. The divine nature, r ed in its na- 
tive ſublimity, would have tranſcended: all human 
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ſurpriſe him. No agitations of anger or of forrow,, = 
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286 On the Unchangeableneſrof _ 
God is ſaid to repent of the ' evil which he had 
threatened againſt them, this intimates no more, 
that he ſuits his diſpenſations to the alterations which 
take * in the characters of men. His diſpoſition 
towards good and evil continues the fame, but va- 

tries in its application as its objects vary; juſt as 

| the laus themſelves, which are capable of no change 
of affection, brings rewards or puniſhments at dit- 
ferent times to the ſame perſon, according as his 
behaviour alters. Immurability is indeed ſo cloſely © 
connected with the notion of ſupreme perfeQtion, | 
that wherever any rational conceptions of a D:ity 
have taken place, this attribute has been aſcribed to 
him. Reaſon taught the wiſe and refleQing in every 
age to believe, that, as what 1s eternal cannot die, 

- ſo what is perfect can never vary, and that the 
great Governor of the univerſe could be no other 
than an unchangeable Being. * 

; Fr 0M the contemplation of this obvious, hae: p 
fundamental truth, let us proceed to the practical 
improvement of it. Let us conſider what effe@ ' 
the ſericus conſideration of it _ to Tren, on A 
our mind and behaviour. 

It will be proper to begin this bead of — + 
by removing an objeQion which the doArine I have 
"illuſtrated may appear to form againſt religious ſer- 
vices, and in particular againſt the duty of prayer. 

To what purpoſe, it may be urged, | is homage ad- 
dreſſed to a Being whoſe purpoſe is unalterably fixed; 
to whom our. righteouſneſs extendeth not; whom by 
no arguments we can per ſuade, and by no- ſupplica- 
tions we can mollify? The objeQtion would have 
weight if our religious addreſſes were deſigned to 
work any alteration on God; either? by giving him 
information of what he did not know; or by excit- · 
ing affections which he did nat pofleſs; or by in 
ducing him to change meaſures which he had pre- 
"ay formed. But — are only — d 
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The change which our devotions are intended to- 
make is r pon ourſehes, not upon the Almighty. 
Their chef efficacy is derived from the good dife | 
poſitions which they raiſe and cheriſſi in the human 
ſoul... By pouring out pious ſentiments and deſires 
before God, by [adoring his perfection and confeſ- 
ſing. dur own unworthineſs, by exprefſing out depen- 
dence on his aid, our gratitude for his paſt favours, 
our ſubmiſſion to his, preſent will, our truſt in his fu 
ture mercy, we cultivate ſuch affections as ſuit our 
place and ſtation. in the univerſe, and are thereby 
prepared for becoming obje s of the dwine grace. 
Accordingly frequent aſſurances are given us in 
ture, that the prayers of fincere worſhipers, prefer- 
red through the great Mediator, ſhall be productive 
of the happieſt effects. When they aſt, they ſball re- 
ceive j when they ſec t, they lc nd; they 
knock, th ſhall: be — to 8 — 1 | 
to be the channel for conveying the divine grace to 
* becauſe the wiſdom of Heaven ſaw it to 4 
be one of the moſt powerful, means we —_ 
the human heart. = 
W hen, religious e is confilleved i dit lighe, +0 


ment, all the :alyeQtions: — ſcepticiſm can form 8 \ 
from the diving immutability, conclude with no more 'Y 
force againſt prayer, than every other mean 
of improvement which reaſon bas ſuggeſted to man. 
If prayer be ſuperfluous becauſe God: is unchange- 
able We might upon ſimilar grounds conclude, that, 

it is needle i to labour the earth, to nouriſti our bodies, 
or to cultivate our minds, becauſe the fertility of 
the giound, the continuance.of our life, and the de- 
gree of our underſtanding, depend upon an immuta- 
ble Sovereign, and were fiom al 9 
him. Such blurs concluſions reaſon? has ever re- 
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288 On the Unchangeableneſs of 
it has clearly dictated, that to explore the unknownpur-. 
poſes of Heaven belongs not to us; but that He who 
decrees the end, certainly requires the means; and that 
in the diligent employment of the means which can ad- 
vance either our temporal ox fpiritual felicity, the chief 
| exectiens of human wiſdom and human duty conſiſt. 
Aſſumingit then for an undoubted principle, that reli- 
gion is a reaſonable ſervice, and that, with the 
- Father of Lights there be no variableneſs, the homage 
of his creatures is nevertheleſs for the wiſe# reaſons . 
required by him, I proeeed to ſhow what ſentiments 
the contemplation of. divine immutability ſhould” 
"raiſe in our minds, and what duties it ſhould:chiefly' 
_ enforce. - 5 1 e Do OD 
I. LET it excite us to admire and adore. Filled 
with profound reverence, let us look up to that Su- 
preme Being who fits for everlaſting on the throne 
of the univerſe 5 moving all things, but remaini 
immoveable himſelf ; directing every revolution 
the creation, but affe d ed by no revolutions of events 
or of time. He beholds the heavens and the earth 
aua old as a garment, and decay like aveſiure: At 
their appointed periods he raiſes up, or he diſſolves 
worlds. But amidſt all the canvulfions of changing 
and periſhing nature, his glory and felicity remain 
unaltered. —The view of great and ſtupendous ob- 
3eQs in the natural world ſtrikes the mind with fo- 
lemn awe. What veneration, then, ' ought to de 
inſpired by the contemplation of an obje& ſo ſub- 
lime.as the-eternal and uncha le ruler of the uni- 
_ verſe l The compoſure and ſtillneſs of thought intro- 
duced by ſuch a meditation has a powerful tendency: 
both to purify and to elevate the heart. It effaces, 
for a time, thoſe trivial ideas, and extinguiſhes thoſe 
low paſſions, which ariſe from the circle of vain and 
paſſing objects around us. It opens the mind te all 
the ſentiments of devotion; and accompanies devo- 
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from every improper (excefs. When we conſider - = 
the Supreme. * as employed in Works of love ::; 
. his condeſcenſion to the human 
1 his Son to dwell. on the earth ; en- 
vours and RR by Sratitude, we. 
py oe frag in danger of preſuming too much on 
1 and of certain ſondneis of. 
Which is unſuitable to our humble and 
dependent ſtate. It is neceſſary. that He ſhould. fre- 
quently appear to our minds in all that majeſty with 
which the immutability of his nature clothes. him; 
in order that reverence may be combined with love, 
and that a mixture of ſacred awe . may chaſten the 7 
rapturous effuſions of Na devotion. Servile fear, 
indeed, would cruſti the ſpirit of i ingenuous and „ . 
feaionate homage. But that reverence which (pri 
from elevated conceptions of the — 
a happy aſe. in, — torwardneſs of ima- 
* aining out affeQions within due bounce, 
ad compoſing our ah a, the fame iat 
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benin ent 2 


'by avy, linke 
wg ourſelves, 


ey there are ae . we 
But what is man with all his advantag . 
powers before the eternal Father of Light | 
n wil nap 1h, no. 
ſtability.” Victue and div 
mind and 22 i 
Hence. be is in his 
rene eee bis w His 
life is a ſeties of contra * N is one th 1 * 
day, and another , ſometimes obliged b 
e 0 ad oe ee vgs | 
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e " — | obey 
val himfelf, 


ing e e is placed | 
e midſt} 71 Wan whers e are 7 


bos — in 
— in ul the objects with which he ig cn 
5 let him be -admoniſhed to be humble and! 
a i Let the conteraplation of the! unc 
lery of his Creator inſpire him with ſentiments o 
Joe ſubmiſſion. - Let it teach him to — 
per place; n ſo _ 
to betray him into guilt. ano Man 
Let the ſame meditadtion effect M ld a deep 
. ſenſe of what he ows to the goodneſs of the 
His goodneſs never appears in ſo ſtriking a light, 6 
when viewed in connexion with his greatneſe“ The 


5; tion *which is given of him in the text calls, 
in this view; for our particular attention. It prſeents 
: to us the moſt amiable union of condeſcenſion 4 
85 5 of the moral with the natural 
he which can bly be exhibited to — 
Fromm the” Father — od. 4 a Berne 
ear iis 4 R 
cings is repreſented as ihe : 
1 e 5 row — 
, 0 do e of receivi 
Taco Ys js the liberal and unwearied 3 of! 
every thing that is good. ILet ſuch views of the 
_ nature not only call forth gratitude and praſſe, 
but prompt us to anale what we adore. Let them 
thew us that benevolence is divine; that to 
from our fancied deur in orcher to aſſiſt A 
lieve one another, is ſo far from any degrada- 
tion of character, that ĩt is our true 3 and 
our neareſt teſemblance ic be Father of ' Lig Mr: © 
II. Lr eee of the divine immuta- 
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. bility convince us, that the method of attaining the 
66 favour of Heaven, is one and invariable. Were the 
P. Almighty. a capricious and, inconſtant Being, like. 
5 man, we ſhould be at a loſs what tenour of conduct. 
a * to hold. In order to conciliate his grace, we might | 
Wei think of applying fometimes to one ſuppoſed principle. 
* of his ichnation, ſometimes to another; and bewil- 
dered amidſt various attempts; wouldbe overwhelmed. 
41 with diſmay. The guilty would eſſay to flatter him. 
55 The timid, ſometimes. by auſtere Tag 
by. ſometimes by: coſtly gifts, ſometimes by obſequious 
Bop rites, would try to Det him. Hence, in fact, have 
* ariſen all the corruptions of religious worſhip among 
* men; from their forming the divine character _ 7 
as their own, N the Sovereign of the | 
he verſe the mutability of human paſſions. God is rep ri 
„% ſented by the pſalmiſt David as ſaying to be wi 
nts. Thou n that I was altogether ſuch an ane 4 E 
-bhy thyſelf. This continues to be the deſcription. ot all 
8 the uperſtitious and enthuſiaſtic ſeQs which, ſince 
«4 the days of David, have ſprung up in the,world, ; 
Y It is our peculiar happineſs under the goſpel to 
hw | have God 3 to us in his genuine character, 
6 as without variableneſi or ſhadow of . turning. We 
the know that at no time there is any changes either in 
ble, his affections, or in the plan of his adminiſtration, 
! One light always ſhines upon us from above. One 
fl. clear and direct path ig always pointed out to man. 
che 2 —— Ar and ever — 4 
! 8 the ſupporter of order and virtue; the rigiteau: 
— _ - loving righteouſneſs. The external forms of religion, 
Sor may vary; but undet all diſpenſations which —— 


from God, its ſubſtance i is the ſame. It tends conr- 
_—_— point, the purification 2 heart | 
his was the ject * yo. 
of natute. This was the. ſcope 
- fiitution amidft all its 2 
5 ee the end of on, 
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292 the Divine Nature. * 
dly conſtant is God to this purpoſe, that the diſpen- 
ſation of mercy in Chriſt Teas, which NT of 
the vicarious atonement and righteouſneſs of a Redee - 
mer, makes no c ip our obligation to fulfill the 
duties of a life. The Redeemer himſelf hath* 
taught us, that to the end of time the moral Jaw 
„% | 
Haſs away, one jet or tiitle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from 
- #8, This is the only inſtitution known to l 
authority is unchanging and conſtant. Human laws 
_ _ fall hs — empires oe = them 
birth. Syſtems of philoſoph with the progreſs 
of knowledge and lk ht. Av A — and 
opinions, alter with the courſe of time. Bu 
_ throughout all ages, and amidſt all revolutions, the 
rule of moral and religious conduct is the ſame. Tt 
partakes of that immutabiltity of the divine nature, 
on which it js founded. Such as it was delivered 
to the firſt worſhippers of God, it cortinues to be, 
at this day, tous ; and fuch it ſhall remain to our 
III. Lex the contemplation of this perfection of 
the divine nature teach us to imitate, as far as our 
Faik will permit, that conſtancy and ſtedfaſtneſs 
which 1 All the moral attributes of the 
Supreme Being, are ſtandards of character towards 
which we ought to aſpire. But as in all theſe per- 
. FeQtions there are properties peculiar ta the divine 
nature, our endeavours to reſemble them are laid 
under great reſtrictions by the diiſimilarity between 
our nature and the divine. With reſpe& to that 
attribute which we now conſider, the circumſtances 
as evident which preclude improper imitation. To 
man it is frequently: receſlary to correct his errours, 
and to change his conduct. An attempt, therefcre, 
to continue wholly irveriable would, in our ſituati- 
on, be no other chan imprudent and criminal obſti- 
racy. But withal, che immutable reditude _— . 
eee er nne 4. X41 eee [ : y. a 
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; Deity ſhould lead us to aſpire after fixedneſs ofprinci- 
ple and uniformity. of conduct, as the glory of the 
rational nature. Impreſſed with the ſenſe of that ſu- 
preme excellence which reſults from unchanging 
oodneſs,  faithſulneſs and truth, let us become a- 
fe of that levity- which the human 
_ charaQter. Let us ponder aur paths, act upon a well 
regulated plan, and remain 2 with ourſelves. 
Contemplating the- glory of the Father of 2 
let us aim at being transformed, in ſome 
into the ſame 7 rom glory to glory. Finally. 
IV. vine immutability become bY 
grcund of confidence and truſt to good men, amidft all | 2 
the revolutions of this uncertain world. This is one 
1 the chief improvements to be made of the ſubjett 
and therefore requires full illuſtration. There are 
three lights in which we may view the benefit re- 
bounding to us from that attribute of God which we 3 
no conſider. - It aſſures us of the conſtancy of na- 
ture; of the regular adminiſtration of Providence i 
of the certain accompl, ment of all the a 
promiſes, lM 
_Frf, it gives us ground to Aipend og! the conſtant 9 
and uniform courſe of nature. On the 3 
bleneſs of God reſts the ſtability of. the univerſe. 
What we call the laws of nature are no other than 
the decrees of the Supreme Being. It is «op no 
He is avithout variableneſs or ſhadow e — 
thoſe laws have continued the ſame fince the — 
ning of the world; that the Sun fo conſtantly obſerves 
3 going down ; that the ſeaſons - 
a— —_— | 
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main ſcope. The" ſame powerful and ſleady hand 


4 


in nature, we are hardly ſenſible of the bleſſing. 


final diſſolution N n 
Dor though the great la vs of Nature be conſtant 
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which gave the firſt impulſe to the powers of na- 
ture, reſtrains them from ever exceeding their pre- 
ſcribed line, Hence ariſes the chief comfort of our 


perſent life. | We find ourfelves in a regular and 


orderly world. We look forward to a krown ſue- 
ceſſion of events. We are enabled to form plans 


of action. From the cauſe we calculate the effect; 


and from the paſt, we reaſon 
cerning the futute. 3 „ 03H 8 
Accuſtamed from our infancy to this conſtancy 


wirh confidence con- 


Familiarity has the ſame eſſect here, as in many 
other enjoyments, to efface gratitude, But let us, 
for a moinent, take an oppoſite view: of things, 


Let us ſuppoſe, that we had any cauſe te dread ca- 


priciouſneſs or change in the power who rules the 
courſe of nature; any ground to fuſpect that, but 


for one day, the Sun might not riſe, nor the current 


of the waters hold their uſual courſe, nor the laws 


— motion and and vegetation proceed as we have 


en accuſtomed to behold them. What diſmay 


ſures we had: formed for happineſs, or for ſafety ? 
The preſent abode. of man would then become, as 


. avithout any order; and where the light is as darkneſs. 


With what joy ought we then to tecognize #n un- 


_ varying and ſtedfaſt ruler, under whoſe dominion 
we have no ſuch difaſters to dread ; but can depend 
on the. courſe of Nature continuing to proceed as it 

od ſhall arrive of it 


has.ever- gone on, until the peri 
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would inſtantly fill all hearts! what horror would 
ſeem to ovyerſpread the whole ſace of Nature | What 
Part could we act, or whither could we run, in the 
midſt of convulſions which overturned all the mea- 


Job deſcribes the region of the grave; 2 land of dar i- 
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like their Author, 
much variety and c 


left, in a great meaſure. uncertain; and 


with anxious eyes, and eagerly. graſp at = 
| ject whieh appears to promiſe us ſecurity. 


and change, triumph. over all the labours of men. 
What we build u - 2 they inceſfanily deſtroy. The 
never retains long the, ſame form. Its whole ſoeng- 


andieſs viciſſitudes, what can give any firm Y 
. When there is no wvoridblentſs or:ſhadow af- turning 


there is fined and permanent gend 
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ſent poſſeſſions and enjoyments was, a fm his uy: 


certainty ariſes the diſtreſs of human life. | 
of the changes to which We lie open, we look . 


vain is the whole circle of human things explored | 
with this view. There is nothing on earth ſo 
as to aſſure us of undiſturbed ell, nor ſo powerful 

as to afford us conſtant 8 Time, denth, 
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nations, and the private fortunes © 
of. r, ae alike ſubject to reverſe. Liſe 


t is com inually ſhifting around us. ———Amidft 6a 


tion, any , ſatisfying , reſt to» the heart, ex 
deminion of a wiſe. and tighteuus icvereigh, 74 


Though all things ee be. 

volved im the general pantabil wy. yet 8 [#6 
neſs at 

of the univerſe, wedre aſſured that the, great., imen- 
efts of all good men ſhall. be (aſe. , That iner par- 


ighteouſne the beginning 7 * 
that-de -wilh:eontinue de Joe in loch an oder 
his government none of thaſe revelagons — 9 
which haye place among the kingdms of ih ge 1 
where princes die and new, ſovereigns aſcend -the © 

0 miniſters abd new | counſels ccreds 
the, Whole ace of faire — and former 
9 fall ioto oblivien. But % idr 1 hy yo 
| Nr e gory 9 of * & 4 
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Fuste the ſucceſſion of ex 


_ xanit of uhcentainty* and change 4 and then ſinki 
10 utter obli vion, and viniiting like viſions « 


2 an univerſal Sovereign 


bret ſource of baht” 1 Wominate che hilfe 
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i 620? eine We ferve'the ame God 
hom our fathers 'worſh: 


and whom our poſ- 
. terity” ſhall adore. His unchanging dominion com- 


prehends all events and all ages eftabliſhes a con- 
_ neQing principle which holds together the paſt, the 


preſent, — the future; gives ſtability to things 


Which in themſelves ore tu Quating; and extracts or- 


der tom 'thoſe* which appear moſt confuſed. Well 
' the onrih rejeice, and tbe multitude of iſftes be 
„ becauſe their teigneth over the univerſe duch 


b a —— Lord. 


Were you to unbinge tlie greatemticle of faith; 


were you either to ſay with the fool; that there is 

e God, or to ſuppoſe with the ſuperſtitious, that the 
God who rules is variable and capricious z you would 

Indeed lay the axe ie the rot of the tree, and cut down, 


with one blow; the hope and ſecurity of mankind. 
For you would then leave nothing in the whole com - 
Sol nature, but a round and caſual and tranſitory 

- no foundation of truſt, n protection to the 


b- Log no ſtedfaſt princi eto uphold and to re- 
Inſtead of 'that 


t ſpeQical which the world hom -exhibits, 


- when beheld in convetion with” the divine 5 
ment, it would then only: 
tude of ſhort · lived creatures — 


g out of the duſt, 
Wandering on the face of the. earth without or 
„ ſte ling for u few years agzinlt"the tor- 


* erlout would — oro | 
2 2 mark their pro- 
e e darbneſs would cover their 
ſeſult. Whereas, when Faith enables us to dif- 


„ \ whoſe 8 
fails, and wheſe wiſdom and 2 change, 
ect elears up on every de. N ray from thi 
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preſent to view, © multi- 
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3 0. the Unchangeatleneſs of * OF 41 
cteation. Good men diſcover a parent ard @ friend. * 
They attain a-fortreſs in every danger; a refuge a- 

EN Flies. 
They are no longer afraid of evil lidings. 1 heir hears 
1s fred, truſting in the Lord. 
Tno vGH thefe reaſonings from the unchonging 
tenour of Divine government cannot but afford 
comfort to good men, their ſatisfaction, however, 
becomes ſtill more complete, when they conſider the 
explicit pi omiſes which are given them in the world of 
God. The immurability of the divine purpoſe aſſures 
them moſt perſe&ly of thoſe promiſes being fulfilled 
” due time, how adverſe ſoever circumſtances may 
at preſent a to their accombliſhment. 7 
2 Iſrael is not a man that be ſbould lie, wer - 
bu that he ſboufd repent. Hath l 
and ſhall he net de u, Hath be ſpoken, and ſhall be 
not make- it good ? Men have the command only of 
the preſent time. When that is ſuffered to paſe, 
changes befal, cither in ſheir own ſtate, or in the 
ſuuation of things around them, which ſhall defate | 
their beſt i intentions in our behalf, and render all their. 

_ promiſes fruitleſs. Hence, even ſetting aſide the dan- 
ger f human inconſtancy, the confidence which we 

_ canrepole cn any earthly proteQoris extremely imper- 
fedt. Mar, in his higheſt glory, is but a reed ſſoat- 

ing on the ſtream of time, and forced to follow every 
new directian of the current. But God is the rock f 
ages. All time is. equally in his bands. Intervening 
A ccidenta — 5. him nor any unforeſeen 
bbſtacle retard the performance of his moſt diſtant 
| promiſe, One day is with the Lord as a thouſand years ; 
ane a thouſand years are as one day. There is no vi- 
cCeiſſitude of the — ſtate in which good men can 
not take ſanctuary with him a8 a ſure and 
friend 3 the ſaſe conductor of their pilgrimage here, 
as well as the eternal reſt of their ſouls hereaſter. 
All their — may deſert chem; and all their 
N 5 friends 
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friends may die: but the Lord ftill lives, who is their f 
| rock; and theme hgh God, who is their redeemer. He "ll: : 
bath promiſed that he wil nat leave 1hem-wohien they are 
eld, nor for ſake them when their flrength faileth ; ind 
tha even when their. heart ſball faint,” ond their fleſs 
Fail, he will be the, ſirength of their heart and their 
| Portion for ever, His immurab lity is not only the 
ground of truſt in him during their own abode on 
= corth, but gives them the ſatisfaction of looking for- 
5 ward to the ſame wiſe and good adminiſtration as con- 
 tinued'to the end of time. When departing hence, 
s ' andbidding adieu to life, with all its changefut ſcenes, 
they can with comfort and peace leave their family, 
their friends, and their deareſt concerns, in the hands 
of that God who reigneth for ever; and whoſe roun- 
tenance ſball always behold the upright with the ſame 
complacency. My days ar like a ſhadiw that declineth, 
and I am withered like the graſs. But thou, O Lord, 
ſboll endure fer ever; and thy remembrance ta all ge- 
"nerationt. The children of thy ſervants ſball confinue ; 
an their feed ſball be eftabliſhed before thee. ** 
Sven are the benefits which good men may derive 
from meditation on God as 'withaut variablensſs or 
adow of turning. It inſpires thera with ſentiments 
of devout, humble, and'grateful adoration. It points 
out to them the unvarying tenour of conduct which 
they ought to hold; checks their fickleneſs and in- 
confjancy, and amidſt all diſtreſſes and fears affords 
them comfort. - The immutabilitiy of God is the 
ſureft bafis on which their hopes can be built, It 
is indeed the pillar on which the whole univerſe | 
Fels. - On fuch ſerious and ffolemn meditations let 
our thoughts oſten dwell, in order to correct that : 
folly and levity which are fo apt to take poſſeſſion 
of the human heart. And if our minds be over- | : 
_ awed, and even depreſſe@, with ſo high's view of +» 3M 
the divine nature, let them» be relieved by the reflec= _ W- 


tion, that to this unchangeable God we e FF _ x 
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Lord's + Supper: * 
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3 — examination; and 'thoſe | whic 


_ mately ene Bo yo are. inſpected, diſcoyer the more en 


they ſeen plauſible and profound, ſoon betray in their | 


ted to look DCE 2 * "Mediator; whos 
of divine perfeftion, 1 
ous of damen difleeſs and Fraiſt 
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Preached at the Celebraion of the Sacrament of the 5 


. with the: feeling of our infirmivies ; but was in all” 
Points tempted — as hey” Ne e ., 


THEN we DOTY: the conncels of n | 
with the plans of men, we find a like diffe- 
ence obtald as in the works of nature compared with 
hoſe of art. 'The-wojks' of art may, at firſt view, 
appear the moft finiſhed ad bannifot; ber whenkbe 
eyes is aſſiſted to pry into their cofitexture, t the niceſt 
workmanſhip is diſcerned to be rough and blemiſhed,> 
W hereas the works of nature \ webs by the moſt accu- | 
on's ſuperſficea 
peared defective OT rutle, the more inti- ä 1 


conſtruction dach conſummate beauty. In the ſuche 
manner the ſyſtems of worldly poſicy, though at Ren | 


{5 the narrowneſs of the human underſtanding 
while thoſe 8 of Providence which appear 


ed to furniſh objeQtons eithes againſt the daſs or 3 
_ the wiſdom of 2 have, upon a more afive. + 
view of their conſequences,  trequet Fe vos rde 3 
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maniſe/led in the, f 7 the Fews a ay 72 
A and to the fs . It contradi 
8 wy every profeſſion which r - ned ideas of-reli- 
gion and philoſuphy.led-tbemi0-entertain. If a ſu- 
| r Being was to interpoſe for. the > - 
a de generate workds th i : 
. in cele El ae the thou = 
of God are not as the thoughts of men. The divine 
wiſdom ſa w it to be fit that the Saviour of mankind? 
- ſhould in all things be made like unto thoſe whom he 
came to ſave. By living as a man among men, he 
diſpenſed diſtruQtion in the. moſt winhing manner. He 
added to inſtruction the grace and the force of his 
own. exatuple» He actommodated that example to 
the wo trying — 4 — * human life; 
and uffering a pain t t men 
how - ſuffer and die, and in that nature _ had 
_ offended he — n expiatigs 10 f 
human guilti.. 
Beſides theſe 8 ſo worthy of God, mideh -© 4 
=. accompliſhed. by, the in of Chriſt, another, 
e. Ter Na vggeſted imthe, tent. Hu- 
wann ſiſfe is to good men, as well as to others, a ſtake, 
— and diſtreſs, To ſupply them with, pro- 
tion and 8 during ſuch: a 
— was one great pur of the undertaking-of 
Gez With this yiew he aſſum aſſumed. the office of 
their high prieſt, or N with God; and the 
en conragemen which, thi affords them; will. 
| by proportioned to * 2 firſt of his 
- ower, and next of his com paſſion. er | 
| 1 et forth! in the. parſe preceding tne. 2 
3 _ argument is fou — Was . 
* great bigh prieft 1 16 Fr 0 poſed rats the heavent,. 
 _ "Jejur the 'S en of Ced, let us: hold fall eur profeſſion. 
though it be encouraging to.know. that, our high @ 
 prieff is the "Son of God, and that he is. paſſed jato the, 
v, 8 theſe fact one. are Son A 
5 | x, Ge © 
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rendet bien the object of oft confidence. For, 
as the. Apoſlle abies AS. it belongs to dhe 
Character of a high prieſl ts be; talen from among men, 
that be, may bave c on the ignorant, and them | 
tat art out .of the ways. E be himſelf is n- 
| Pafed with infirmty» der then, to fatisfy us. 

of: our high prieſt's polling alſo the qualifications | 
of mercy compaſſion, we are told that be is 

touched with. the. feeling of our infirmities, and was: in 
all points tempted like, as we are The force of i - 
conſideration | rpoſe now.to illuſtrate. I ſhall ficſt 
explain the which are Apced, in. the text, and 

- then. 5 from theſe our aviour's compaſſiqn i is 


- be” 7% 


do be inferred, and in what mani er it may be acc accam- 


modaigd to the conſolation and hope ot good men as * 
midſt various exigencies of life... 
Tas aſſertion in the text of Chrilt's being; . 
ed wut the feeling of our infirmities,, plainly implies 
that he had full experience both of. the external diſ- 
terſſes, and of the internal ſarrows of human nature. 
Afoming a body ſuch as outs, he ſubje cted hipſelf 
to all the natural conſequenſes of corporal frailey.. 
1. did not chuſe for himſelf; an eaſy and opulent 
condition, in order io glide thrgugh the world with 
the leaſt moleſtation. | H: did hos fone his miſſion wo. 
the upper ranks. of mankin chiefly, by aſſimilati 
his ſtate to theirs. ... But, born in meanneſs, and 
up to labour, he ſubmitted to the inconveniencies of 
chat poor and toiltome life which falls to the ſhare 
of the moſt numtrous. part of the humana race. 
Whatever is ſevere in the dilcegard of relations or 
the ingratitude of friends, in tho ſcorn of the proud 


ot the inſults. of the mean, in the virulence of re- 


proach oc the ſharpneſs of pain, was undergone 

Chriſt. Though bs life was ſhort, he fami 1 
bdicnſelf in it with a wide compaſs to human woe ; 
and there is almoſt no diſtreſsful ſituation to which 


e bat what he has enperienced be. C4 


go. fore 


2 a courſe of temptation; that is, a fevere tr: 


„ "Quite che, of el. 4 


fore. us. There is not the leſt reaſon to imagine 


that the eminence of his nature-raiſe him above the 
ſenſations of trouble and grief. Hud this been the 
caſe, he would have been a ſufferer in appearance 
only, not in reality ; there would have been no trie- 
rit in his patience, or in the reſignation which he 
expreſſed, On the contrary, it appears from many 


circumftances, that the ſenfib/lity of his nature was 


tender and exqifite. He affected none of that hard 
mdiference in which fome ancient philsſophers 
 vainly gloried. He felt as a man, and he ſympa- 
thized with the feelings of others. On different oc 
caſions we are informed. that he was froubled in pi- 
rit, that be groaned, and that he wept. The relati- 
on of higagony in the garden of Gethſemane exhi- 
bits 4 ſtriking picture of the ſenſations of innocent 
' nature appreſſed with ' anguiſh. It diſcovers all the 
conſſict between the dread of ſuffering on the one 
| hand, and the ifenfe of duty on the other; the mam 
ſttruggling for a while with human weakneſs, and in 
the end recolle&ed in virtue, and riſing ſuperiour 0 
the odjecte of: diſmay which were then in his view. 
Father ! if it be D from" me. 
| Nevertheleet, not as" I will, but as thou wilt. Thy _ 
will te dene. Thus was our Saviour tuched with Me 
feeling of our Infirmitier. He was 6 f ferrous, 
and acquainted with grief. 
It is added in the text, that he was in all prints - 


tempted Ithe as tor are. To be tempred is, in the 


N language of Scripture, to undergo ſuch trialy of vit- 
iS tue as are accompanied with di culty and conflict. 
Thhcugh out Lord was not liable to any teniptations 


from depravity of nature, yet he was perpetually . 
expoſed to ſuch as ariſe from ſituations the moſt ad- 
verſe to virtue. His whole life was in this reſ 1 


his conſtancy by every diſcouragement. He ſuſſered 
* 


povocaine bad Fir reds oat oe 
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His endeavours to do good were requited. with the. 4 


| moſt obſtinate and perverſe oppoſition. Sometimes 


| by the ſolicitations of ignotant multitudes he was 


ted to accept the offers pf worldly greatneſs. 
Oftber, by 'the 4 5 Wy multitudes, rec Vin and 
brutal, 22 was tempted to defert an | 
25 expoſde him to ſo much miſery. Together with the 
world, the powers of darknefs alſo — ther 


e 1 


eforts againſt him. We are informed that he ws 


led into the wilderneſs, and amidſt the horrours of a 
wild and dreary ſolitude, was fempted of the devil. 


The great adverfaty of mankind ſeems to have been 


permitted to exert unuſual proofs of his power and 
malice, on purpoſe that the trial of our Saviour's 
conſtancy might be more complete ane rs vi Sor 
over him more illuſtrious and diſti | 
From all thefe circumſtances, the — UP is FA . 
vious, that our Lord t nous from perſonal experience, 
all the diſcouragemeuts and tempt tions which virtue 
can ſuffer. Though he participated. not of the cor- 
— yet he felt the weakneſs, of human nature. 


Hie felt the ſtrength of paſſion. He is no ſtr | 
the diſturbance and commotion which either t e at- 


tacks of the world, or the powers of darkneks, are 
able to raiſe within the breaſt of man, One remark- 
able difference, indeed, takes place between our 
temptations and thoſe of Chriſt. Though he was. 
tempted lile ar we are, yet it was without fin, 
Though the conflict was the ſame, the iſſue was diffe- 
rent. We ate often foiled; He alwa; ys overcame. 
But his diſconformity to us in "this reſpect is far from 
' weakening the ſtrength of our preſent argument. For 
| fin contracts and hardens the heart. Every degree 
of guilt incurred by yielding to temptation tends to 
debaſe the mind, and to weaken the generous and 
bene volent principles in human nature. If from our 
Lord's being tempted like a, we are, we have any 
n exper * his * wa” | 
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ed, get wit bout fin, we are entitled to hope that his 
ſympathy, unallayed and perfect, will operate witb 
| - - FroM this view of the facts which are ſtated in 4 
mme text. I proceed to ſhow how juſtly we may infer 
our -Saviour's compaſſion, and in what manner it is 
to be accommodated to the conſolation of good men 
. amidft various exigences of like, _ 
It has been the univerſal opinion of mankind, that 
rſonal experience of ſuffering humanizes the heart. 
fn the ſchool of affliction. compaſſion is always ſup- 
poſed to be moſt thoroughly learned: and hence in 
the laws of Moſes, when the Iſraelites are command- 
ed not to oppreſs the ſtranger, this reaſon is given, 
er ye know the beart of a ſiranger, ſeeing ye were 
|  - frongers yourſelves in the land of Egypt. The diſtre(- 
ed, accordingly, flie for conſclation ta thoſe who 
base been their companions in woe, They decline 
the proſperous, and look up to them with a ſuſpi- 
| cious eye. They conſider them as ignorant oft heir 
feelings, and therefore regardleſs of their complaints. 


- Amidft the manifold ſorrows of life, then, how ſooth- 

ing is the thought that our great imerceſſor with 2 

Sog was a fellow-ſuffered with ourſelyes, while he ; 
© _- paſſed through this vally of tears! I bs, 

© But was it neceſſary for Chiiſt, it may be ſaid, a 
to aſſume our nature in order to acquire the know- 5 

ledge of its infirmity and diſtreſs? As a divine per- 3 

ſon, was he not perfectly acquainted with our frame : 

before he deſcened to the earth? Did he ſtand in 4 

ee of being prompted to compaſſion by the expe- i 

1 rience of our ſorrows? Could his experimental 5M 
| _ knowledge of human weakneſs increaſe the benevo= ff, 

3 | lence of a nature which before was perſe& ?—No: 
he ſubmitted to be /oucbed with the feeling of our in- - * 
Hrmities, and to be tempted like as e are; not in order 4 


to become acquainted with our nature, but to ſatiofy _ 3 
us that he knew it perfeQly ; no in order to acquire 
| Tre To ot, q 04, F915 me TS 
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"iy c e go odne ſs but to * Wag 
9 in the e which he Pente, an to 
the ſenſe of it to our hearts with greater effect. — 4 
"Di _ is a weakneſs incident 3 
2 They are apt to rejeRt , to indulge 
feat, ar to rinks with the * of hee 
"ow" minds every object which is offered for their 
* nt. Te repreſentations given us of the 
- Deity 1 in Scripiure jeu undoubtediy much ground 
for truſt 27 = gootneſs. But the perfection of an 
Being, who ceclieryin the ſecret place of 
_ eternity, e no mam hath ſeen or ein ſer is er- 
| Whelming'to à timind apprehenſion. TI — 
_ which it promiſes is a new and unknown form of 
ed. Whatever proceeds ſrom a nature fe far 
perivur to bur own, is behtetd wih degree of 
8 e is ready to overpower hope. Upon this 
under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, the 
| Supreme Being i is often deſcribed with the attribites bk 
of aiman, in order to give a ſhade and foftening'to | 
his (Freatbeſs, and to accommodate his '- gooineſs 
" more to our capa ci e of a friend, 
pity 5 4 . the ſighs of à mourner, are 
Aimighty. But we eafily 
5 bo ene to de no more than figures and allufi- 
one The ehmfort Wh ch they afford is not definite 


7 leſt it eir in its interpretation of Thoſe 
1 couigement 
| 9 are voly-fi ratively aſcribed to the Divinii 


3 2 5 truft is brought nearet to oufielves; 


- goodneſs 

"und 8 perfect, It is that ſpecies | 05 goodneſs | 
wich which, of all others, we are beſt aquainted, 
* 
"he CY 
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nor preciſe. They leave the mind under an enxious 1 
Sf mercy. In de perſon of Jeſus* Chriſt 


courſe adapted more "effeQtually to our en- I 
” | Thoſe well-known tended” affeQions, 5 | 


bt are im out gavat ' ator thoroughly realized.” 192 + 
is the 8 of . nature'exahed +», 


gh 


86 0. Gompeſn of Cirif. es 
dy that diſcipline which we know'to be the mot 
powerful, the experience of ſorrows,  ..._ 
For 3 reafons as theſe, becauſe the children ae 
of feſb and hlosd, Chri himſelf dikewiſe 
Aa pr part the ſame. all things it beboved him ts 
COT 7 =o tn 2 that he 17 gut We amer- 
_ ciful, as well as a faithful high pries. When we 
conſider his apts fn nature in, this ligbt, 
what a mild and amiable 7 does it give to the 
ment of beaven! What attentive ſolicitude 
ol gooduely is ſhown in carryi vg, on the 8 
of our redemption. upon a plan ſo perfectiy calcula- 
ted to baniſh all diſtruſt, and to revive. the 3 ſt 


Inference. follow which the Apoſtle | makes in the | 

- 8 * 7. 77 text 8 
ere come iy to Ihrone Face, 

obtain mercy, and find grace to. help in ie e! 


More particulaty, in conſequence gf rine 
.whh 1 lattrated, — taught ihe. gen | 


I Tr ar unde r all our inſirmites al eee 
will be had to human imperfectian z whit a ml 
diſtinction will de made between «ky 5 weak and 
What is wilfully criminal in wr code that 
nh meaſyres- 2 obedience. on eg been. 

to our cir 
"Whit can more .enicatrage our — — 25 
"than to be affared that the God whom we worlhip 
neee eur frame, and remembens we. arg , Guſt f | 
-that the Medigtor, through whom we. org han, be 
Ii touched with the Heling. of " 8 ITpe 
moſt vir tuous ge the. moſt be dejectod wh 
the ſenſe of their frailty. W Je vais ang. e 
men are 2 b with ae views of 
themſelves, ond hopes of divine acceptance, 
the ſughteſt apprehenſion of gvik is ready to alarm 
tbe bumble and delicate mind; juſt as on cf] bo- 
dies an impreſſion is pox caſuy wade, * hile:thoſe. of 


timid and dej ed heart! How natutally does that : 
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90, the Compeſſinof Chriſt. 30% 
ner contex ture are ſoon hurt; and as on an.exqui- - 
ite poliſh the leaſt ſpeck is viſible. But though re- 
ligion promotes great ſenſibility to all feelings of a 
moral nature, 30 it gives no countenance to.excef- 
ſive and ſuperſtitious fears. That a which 
checks reſumption, and that jealouſy which inſpires | 
vigilance, are favourable to piety ; while thoſe fuſ- 
picions which lead to deſpondency are injurious to 
| B04, hurtful to ourſelves, and repugnate to that 
whole fyſtem of mercy which I have been illuſtrs- 


ting. . „ 
* You complain, that when you engage in the fo- 


9 
my 


lemn exerciſes of devotion, your ſpirits are depreſſed 


by a load of cares and ſorrows ; that in your thoughts 
there is no wage wag and in your affections no ele- 
va er your utmoſt eſſays you, gre inca- 
ble of fixing your attention ſteadily on God, or of 
ending up your prayers to him with becoming 
. fulneſs of heart. This debiluy — 
wandering of mind you are apt to impute to ſome un- 
common degree of guilt. You conſider it as the 
ſymptom of incurable. hardneſs of heart, and a me- 
lancholy proof of your being abandoned by God. 
Such fears as theſe in a great meaſure refute them- 
. felve,. If Joy vere really obdurate, you: would he 


inſenſible or guilt. Vor complaints of bardoeſs of 3 


heart are an evidence of yoyr heart being at that 
moment contrite and aQually relenting.— Are there 
any circumſtances of inward diſcompoſure and per- 
Plexity of which He is unconſcious who at a c rtical 
pe of his life was Jeavy. and ſore mi, who _ 
was obliged to complain that his. {cg troubled 
-  wethin him; and to acknowledge, that though le 
The pri was willing, yet the was queak?' Toa _ 
|  Juperiour nature, untouched 3h haman frailey, you! 
might in ſuch ſituations lock up with ſome degice 
of terrour. But he who remembers the flruggles, of 


Y bis own foul, will net, furely, judge Fours like . 


rer 


* — 
* 


— __ 


. I ” PIC _—_ T7 * 
N 7 "— 4 
* 2 


9 . N ä : < R P w—_ * * * * * 1 * Wy 8 9 
a ; * * a ; | a a * 
F , £5 3 
4 4 wi. 7 ys 
= & 4.4 1 
—_— 4 


— 


363 
„ 1 


bad and unfeeling maſter. Acquainted with the in- 


- molt receſſes of human nature, he perceives the 
ſincerny of your intentions; he fees the combat you 
” mairitainz he knows how much of your preſent con- 


| 1 fuſion and diſorder is to be imputed, not x of F 
or ifea- K 


i clination and will, but to an infirm, an ag 
"ſed body, or to a weak and wounded ſpirit ; and there- 
frore will be far from rejecting your attempF to ſerve 
him, on account of the infirmittes which ycu lament . 
"He hears the voice of thofe ſecret aſpirations 
which you are unable to expreſs in words, or to form 
into prayer. Every penitential tear which Jour 
contrition ſheds,. pleads your cauſe more powerfully 
with him, than all the arguments with which you 
could fil your mouth. VC 
II. Fa ou onr Saviour's experience of human 
miſery, we may juſtly hope that he will fo compa ſ- 
ſionately regard our diſtreſſed eſtate, as to prevent 
us from being loaded with unneceſſary troubles. He 
will not wantonly add affliction to the afflited ; nor 
willingly cruſh what he ſees to be already broken. 
In the courſe of that high adminiſtration which he 
now exerciſer, he may indeed judge certain enter- 
mixtures of adverſity to be proper for our 1mprove-. 


ment. Theſe are trials of virtue through which a, 
without exception, -muſt paſs. Rugged was the road 


by which our divine Mediator himſelf went before 
us to glory; and by becoming our companion in dif- 
treſs, he meant to reconcile us to our lot. He en- 
 nobled adverſity, by ſharing it with us. He raiſ:d 
poverty from contempt, by aſſuming it for his own 
condition. The ſeverity of his trials-tends to lighten 
ours. When the general of an army hes on the 
ſame hard ground, drinks of the ſame cold ſtream, 
carries the ſame weight of armour with the loweſt 
centinel, can any of his ſoldieers repine at what 
they en dure? ATE 
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| not lay more upon vs than he ſexs ve are able to.) 


tender mercies ; we recolle& not in w £7 hands we 


fo though the channels which: it is conducted. 
8 towards us lie to deep for LN obſervation. , Amidft - 


| 
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| this life, it Is ſufficient for us to know, that e 


| conſideration alleviate the burden of human woe Hor 


* 
— 


"7 


for us, of, this we may reſt aſſured, that 
2 will deal them forth, not with harſh and impe ri- 4 
. ous. authority, but with the tenderneſs of. one wo 


T7 | knows from experience how deeply the human heart 


is wounded, by every ſtroke of adverſity.” He will 


T hough be cauſe grief, yet will be have com- 
bY, on — to the multiude of his tender mercies. 
will flay his rough wind in the day of the ea nN 

For it is his ſtate, but not his nature, whi _ 
changed. "Notwithſtanding his high aka „de - 
ſtill retains the com te ſentiments of the man 
of ſerrews. Still, we are aſſured by an inſpired uri. 
ter, he is not aſbamed 60 call us bis brethren. And 
with the heart of a brother he regards thoſe few _ 
and troubled days, ſuch as his on once were, 
„ paſs in this evil 
wor | 

From his compaſſion, indeed, 3 
that fond indulgence or unſeaſonable relief by which 
che weak pity of men frequently indures its obyects. 
It is to the material intereſts, more than to che pre- 
ſent eaſe, of good men, that he attends. When un- 
der the im vp of ſorrow we exclaim, Hafi he 
 fergatten tobe gracious ? hath be in anger ſbut up lit 


ate. His compaſſion is nat di miniſhed when its obe- i f 
rations are moaſt concealed. It continues equally to : 


our preſent ignorance of what is good of ill for us in 1; 


immediate adminiſtration of univerfal.governinent is. 
placed in the hands of the moſt attentive and c 


paſſionate friend of mankind, Hos greatly 2 


happily does it connect with ihe awful d 
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III. Taz text leads us to hope that amidlf all 
the infirmities of our ſtate, both under the temptations 
aft under the diſtrfſes of life; our bleſſed Lord wilt 


cour them'who either ſuffer or are tempt-d ; chat is, 
he is perfectly qualificd for diſcharging this benefici- 


ent office; he'knows exactly where the wound bleeds, 


where the burden preſſes, what relief will prove moſt 
_ſeafonable, and how it can be moſt ſucceſsfully applied. 
The manner in which it is conveyed by him to the 
heart we may be at a loſs to explain; but no argu- 
ment can be thence drawn agiuſt the credibility of the 
fact? The operations which the power of car- 
ries on in the natural world are no leſs myſterious 
than thoſe which we are tought to believe that his 
ſpirit performs in the moral world. if we can give 
no account of what is. every day before our eyes, 
bow a ſeed becomes a tree,” or how the child riſes in- 


to a man, is it any wonder that we ſhould be unable 


to explain how virtue is ſupported, and conſtancy 
ſtrengthened, by Ged within the heart? If men by 


their counſels and f ions can influence the minds 


of one another, muſt not divine ſuggeſtion and coun- 
ſel produce a much greater effect? Surely, the Fa- 
ther of Spirits muſt, by a thouſand ways, have ac- 


ceſs to the Ypirits which he has made, ſo as to give 


them what determination, or 1 01 to them what 
aſſiſtance he thinks proper, without injuring their 
frame, or diſturbing their rational powers. 
Accordingly, wherever any notions of religion have 
taken place among mankind, this belief has in ſome 


meaſure paevailed, that tothe virtuous under diſtreſs - 


aid was communnicated from. above. This ſentiment 
is ſo congruous to our natural. impreſſions of the di- 
vine benignity, that both among poets and philoſo- 


- phers of _— times it was a favourite idea, and of- 


ten occurs 
1 


4 


their writings, But what among them 


— 
mg. 


afford us a proper meaſure of aſſiſtance and ſupport. 
In that he hath fu Fered being tempted, he is able Ly . 
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== © 
— Chriſtians, but theſr fairh in chat promiſe is 
tion 1 If Cbriſt had full experience of 


he is now exakted, look dowri upon us here contend- 
ing with the ſtorm of adverſity, labouring to follow - 


1 by che powers of 'darknefs ; "and that, ſee ing ous) 
_ diſtreſs,” and hearing our fupplicatiors, he will 


| the compaſſion of thit mediator who' was trained o 
ſupÞ utigreatful ſuſpicions of the 
buman Kind E-Let us exert burfelves ab we can, 
| a aber hearethy al wiys.' Thee, will he (ay, & 


5 and ſorrow 
= n the world ; but theſe are — watt 


4 10 * © 1 £2. oi 
* . * * 


* 3 "Y of 
* 4 5 
"A. 44 5 
* * a 
. i 
* 


0% 16. Compaſs of c 312 
nt no bre than looſe conſecture or feeble hope has 


received full confirmation from the goſpel of Cheiſt 


Not only is the promiſe of divine affiftanee exprefaly  - 


hened byan argument which muſt carry convie- - 


the inſufficiency of human nature to. overcome the 
diffieukies where with it is no ſurrounded, will he J 
-withhold from his follywers'thit grace withoat which = 


he ſees they muſt periſh in the evi day? If in the 


ſeaſon of his temptation and diſtreſs, an angel was 


ſent from heaven to flreng ten bim, ſhall no celeſtial 
weſlenges be employed by hals 0p rhe [like kind er- 


_ rand to thoſe who he Niles bis brethien? Can we 


believe that he who once” bore our  griefs' and carried. 
our forums will, from that-height of glory to which 


his ſteps through the and difficult parts of vir- 
tue, expoſed 2 every ſide 8 


main an unconeerned ſpectator; without voachſaſing 


us eitheq z ſũiſtance to ſupport our frailty, or protection 


to ſereen us amioſt ſurrounding dangers * Where 
were then the bene volence of divine Nature? Where, 


merey in ths ſchool” of forrow ? Far from. us be 
eros Friend f, 


and we ſhall be aſſted.-Lev us pray, and we ſhall 'be - 
heard; for there is one to preſem our prayers whom 


Son earth, piſſing though that thorny 


ich I once trode. 


Father ! tin they word; ani thou gaveſt them” 
+; x66 as throvgh Rada at * 


CG 


FM 1 
7 2806 «VP, 


from that — and capricious indulgence 

_ which is ſometimes found among men. It n the 

compaſſion of an impartial mind, enlightened by will- 
dom and{guided by juſtice, extending to the, frailtjes 


I FSS He who _ 
from his own feelings well knows all the workings 
of the» human. heart, clearly diſcerns how. different”. 
ff, - _ their: temper is ſcom what was once his dun. LY 8 
Et ee YT if 


ture z andjthus it may be 
ons of anxiety and diſtreſs. 


PETRI" Iz. EF 


On the Compaſſion of Chriſt: 


ah 


that they may be where n a7 
which thou haſt given me 1101 +. i 2b» 

Suchgy is the — Soy "which ariſes to vs from ou 
Saviour s participation of the infirmities of human na- 
applied to r N a 


1 - 


Wan e whe hikbaes hid” is 4 


ſary that, in the firſt. place, I guard - you againſt; a 
—— miſinprovement which may be made of this : 


doarine. The amiable! view 'which it gives of our 


TL. ord's clemency ma flatter ſome men with unwar- 
| rantsble hopes, and lead them to imagine that in his 
experience of human weakneſs an apology js to be 
| — for. every crime. Perſons of this character 


muſt be taught that his compaſſion differs, widely 


of the ſincere, but not to the fins. of the preſumptugus, - 


and leaſt of all to the crimes of thoſe who encourage - 
themſelves in evil irom ihe hope that ey ſhall ment 
vith commpaſſion. 


483 65; 


A courſe of. aalen gun ale 01 0 no. 


| from the weakneſs of human nature. For vmrwith-.. 


ſtanding all the infirmitjes incident to it, no map 1% 
under a neceſſuy of being wicked. L 


n m_ 22 of our nature from ; affording a 


picſyrptuous offenders; chat it. 


5 moot fill N texrour,,. For it ſhows — 
bo e qualified he is tg diſerimimate ac- *; 


y the charaQers of men, and to, mark the 


[that 


them Hough thy . Keep them from the evil mes 4 


2121 9 n 
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hat inſtead of reſifting temptation, the -refiſt con- 
42a 1 | Acience, Tie ſegs e h d m no ex- 
owe. = xls ug and that the real cauſe of their aQting a en- 


W 41s inal part, is, not. n do beter, 
a but, in truth, becauſe they will for- 
iti-.., | feited every title to,compaſſion,, they are left in the 
I hands of juſtice, and Soren fo they. one Pan: 
. they muſt expect ie read. 
bi - Bur, tn the next; place, to to ſuch ; as are  Gncere. 
Sr 2 . the . which I have illuſtrated. 
I cavords big n tecom· 
2 mends the Ehriſt ay fig an pore ligi- 
1 20 i dr proc ran of view, ava mii ang 
de intended both for the recovery of from 
1 5 and for their conſolation under trouble. 7 2 
ely -was given by Mgſes ; but grace and truth ame by 
— Feſu. Chr. Ep. . was a diſpenſation of mere 
the authority. The WY: on, not of au» 
„ thority only, but 25 let covers new du- 
© dies, and impoſes new obligations, it opens alſo ſourees 
© . of Ou 1 which; were before - e 0. i M- - 
ge — A M. 455 42. en God $222 
ow: * an object after. Which 2 all, Rs” | 
r IM under all forms S 17 N and 3 
- _ t. The follies of Pts hot. 1 ſerved to di 


Jes to us, in this, inſtance, the ſentiments[of na- 
— The: whole religion of Paganiſm was Fo 4. 

tem of mediation and interceſſion. 
— o. ſenſe ol zuilt, nature ſhrunk at t thoug 

of — Uri approach of the 

of the univerſe;z, and labour ed to ſind out PE hav. 
Cious introductor to that awful preſence. With . 
and trembling eagerneſs, the nations fled to fubordi> 
nate denties, 8 and to departed ſpiritss © 
N e patrons and advocates hve. Them they _ 
to ſgoth with- ſuch collly gifts, ſuch pompous 


4 r en 8s ee, 
| * bogs | by 


NMEA dE 4A 6. 4 ents 6 
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night incline chem to favour their cauſe, and to 

ſupport their intereſt with the Supreme Divinity, 
mankind were dewildered in this darkneſs, / 

the Goſpel not only revealee the true Mediator, . © | 

x 


Who in this view may be — * called the defire of N 
all nations, but placed his chara&e er and officein a | 
light moſt atimrably fitted, as has been ſhewnin | 
this Diſcourſe, to ſupport the intereſt of virtue in 
511 . Yorems — | 
; ng the pre ptuous. rel 
cool b ſtited to the citcurnſtatices of man, — 
or tire worthy of the "goodneſs: of his Creator? 
What more animating to the pious wonſhippet in | 
| ing thoſe ſolemt! acts of devotion: to which = 
we are called by the ſervice of this day? - . 
* „ cAnndT conclude without taking notice how 
mf rkable this diſpenſation of religion is calculated 
2 A 4 of humanity and compaſſion a. 
| ng then, by means Which it employs for 
75 devotion towards God. We are now draw» 


ES 


to the Sees Being throngh a Mediator, 

choſe 88 pray on account of Be 
rience which be has had of our 

truſt, e Ne been acquairited with di refs; He > 
will Nat deſpiſe ner ab hor the ier ien of 'the afftifted. 
'The argument by which we plead for his compaſſion 

; concludes | ſilt more mutud charity, and 
ſympathy with ave another. He who, in the midſt 

oe e 5-of life, feels not for the 

$ not at his [neighbour's 

far fe Se ehe . 
Aae Gen of Of gas * - 

ratio e makes the 

by which *. his merey; nay 

he ef a precedent — himſeff, Thus the 

Ciniſtan 3 approves itſelf as worthy of GO 
” conne&ing devotion in ſtrict union wih charity. ' _ 


in is proc the oy of God aid the love of 
PRA 


. A SEad oa. 5 


„„ 


the > 


US, 
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| every, where occur 5: 4pd-perpetual vi 
_ tention are required. There is non 


| —— Lain ver not dg 


lowers, chiefly among the lower 2 of men. 


Di % ol ng * fo 8 210 


8 1 A : 
ed for. the trial of his u 
— | 
ci ple of e in bis, anne ich. my nts. 
Th te itte, — ay by dep 


x): ſuggeſts. 'remarkable inflancs 


and 


the Phariſeces who were the —.— 


be ig ** 
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* On the be Proj 


bought to have been ſuperiour to 
dice, were ſo fur overà wed by the'opi 


ang to join-with-the prevailing party in condemns 


pb fg one whom in their hearts they:irevered? for 
t 


his reaſon is given, that they laveth the praiſe 
of men mere Since, then, 
at love 5 41 0860 2 men into ſuch cul» 


&, let us ith dome at- 
pable 2 12 2 2 — n. Let us 


condider how far it is an allowable — of ad. 


5 when it begiiis to · be criminal; * upon what 


accounts we ought to guard inſt its acquiring. 
D et zi AP EN — the 


W are intended by Providence to be Phan 4. : 


with one another in ſeciety. Single unaſſiſted indi- 
_ Viduals could make ſmall advances 
Juable inprovement. By means of ſociety our vio 
are ſupplied, and ave lives rendered comfortable; our 

capacities are and our virtuous affeQions 


called fotth into proper exerciſes.” In order 5 
1 | 
me attrafting power, which. dad the effect of draw- 


rm our mutaal connection, it was 
6 2 together, and frengthsning the ſocial ties, 


Mould pervade the bumanſyſtem. Nothing could more 


fuſfil this purpeſe, than our being ſo formed as 

£0 cd the eſteem, and to delight-in the 

on, of Feats other. . ſuch 8 deen want- 

| 5 ſociety muſt ER 
carl ſtate- 1 

oe fab wer would have pr 


3 


us to ſtifle their conviQton, to diſſemble their faith 


advances towards any va 


opinie 


left” to occupy its place, 
ene eee and * 


— — 8 S 4 9 wn 
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mid on many occaſions co- operates with the princi- 
ple Rt ron It awakens" us from ſloth, invigorates 
{  altiviry, and imulaes dur efforty to excel. It has 
| given riſe to moſt of the ſplendid; and to many of 
de uſeſuf engerpres of men. K hs * the 
[| patriot, and fired the hero. Mi generoſi- 
> 4 fortitude are What 3 mani admire. 
ence ſuch as were actuated by the defire of exten- 
five fame, have been prompted to deeds which ei- 
ter participated of the ſpirit, or, at leaſt, cared 
the! ince of diſtinguiſhed virtue. The deſire 
of: praiſe is generally conneded with all the fines 
E feibilſties of human nature. It ' affords a o__ 
on Which exhortations counſel and re f bk el work 
2 proper effect. Whereas 1 y deſtitute of 
nis pafſiom betokens an igno j> which no 
_ impreſſion is eaſily Wale. egy; their is nor 
of ptaiſe, there i be a6 no fenſe of re- 
— and if that > be>exringuiſhed, one of the 
prinoi pal guards of virtue is removed, dd the mind 
ctirown open to many opprobrious putrfaits. 1 He 
whoſe. 'countenshce never glowed with frame, _ 
whoſe; hentt never deat at the ſound of praiſe, is: 
— deſtined ſor any honourable diſtinction; ae 
to grovel in the ſordid queſt of gain, or to ſlumber 
lite away in the —— of ſelfiſh pleaſure. 
_ - - Abſtra ing from the ſentiments which are con- 
| need with the love of praiſe as a principle: of ac 
tion, the eſteem of our fellow-creatures is an ones 
which; on account of the advantages it bringe, 
de lawful purſued. It is neceflary! to — 
8 in every fair band ar Not deln den 
private intereſt, but our public uſefulneſs, depends 
„5 1 in a great meaſure upon it. The ſphere of our in- 
ie, fluence is contra ted or d in proportion to the 
waile - | degree in which we enjoy t good opinion of the 
he ÞfF public. Men liſten with an unwilling ear to one 
On "y . while W 


F EFS 


lat 


he 

t 

di- 
Fu- 
ur 
ons 
„ 
hat 
ies, 


- <counſel. Te 44% Ge eee 


|  holds:t6 other prissiples 


ay "Ode Leave of Pais FN 


raQter adds wei eight to example, 6d en we 
eſteem of others for the 
fake of its effects is not only allowable, but in ma- 
EEE ES 
5e 15.10 rom aer 
Ren defeQt in chara ger. - Is bers 
Bor while the love of prajfe is admitted to be 
in ſo many reſpects a natural and uſeful prineiple of 
action, we are. at the ſame time to ohſer ye that it is 
entitled ta n more than our ſecondary regard. It 
- has its boundaries ſet, 3. by tranſgreſſiug which, it is 
at once transfortned from a9-ivvoctnt into a-molt den- 5 
gerous paſſn? More ſacted and venerable pridei⸗ 
Nes claim the chief direction of human conduct. 
— — — the 
&Efire of praiſe, ano produced by it when remaining im 
a © ſubordinate. tation. But when paſſing its naturab 
Ine, it becomes the: ruling ſpring of gows 4 z when 
de regard which we pay to the opinions ot men, in- 
— oe tothe voice 
of. conſcience and the ſence; of duty; 838 
having.then gene aut of its; proper places inſt 
imprubeing, corrupts 3 aud iaſie ach ofrelevatings. — 
baſes dur nature The tion which this pa ſſion 
action is what rtuders it 
either innocent or cfiminal. Tbe crime with whictt 
the Jewiſh rulers. are charged in the tæxt was not 


18 that they lovedabe proifeob mes 3 but that they: loved 


' than the. prasfe C. 9 
4 en in caſes where there is no * ion 

l dame r duty and ou fancied: honour; beret 
TH or op of menand the praiſe of God the paſſion : 
| | for ap 


ſe may become criminal'by occupying the 

bates prince When vainglory uſurps 
Er throne of virtue, when oftentation produces ac- 
tioss which. conſcience ought to have diQated'; ſuch 
actions, howgver ſoacious, have 10 claim to moral 
2 ep 


mereiy 


/ 
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fo be ſeen of men loſe their reward with God. 

- occaſion of ſome De which 
makes us heſitate of conduct, the 
firſt queſtion which occurs * us — not Whether, an 
action is right in itſelf, and ſuch as 4 228 
ought to perform, but whether it is ſuch 38 will 
acceptance with the world, and be favourable: to our 
fame, the concluſion is too evident that the deſimg of 
applauſe has obtained an undue aſcendant. Wit. a 
wiſe and good man ought to ffudy, is to: preſeive his 
mind free from any ſuch ſolicitud conerrning praiſe: 
as may be in hazard of overcoming lis ſenſe of guy. 
The appfobatipp of men he may wif to obtain, - 
far as is conſiſtent with eames; of God. 

when both cannot be enjoyed together;} there 
to be no ſuſpence. He is to retirecontented with the 
teſtimony of a good conſtiende; and to ſhow by the 
firmneſs v6 his behaviour, that, in the cauſe of truth 


and virtue, he is ſuperiour to all opinion. Let 22 1 
N to „ which ET | 
| uch a r, rd us againſt t 
4 EK of praiſe or cenſure in the courſe 2229 
9 the firſt place, the praiſe of men is not an oÞ- 


jed of any ſuch value in itſelf as to be entitied to ne- 
come the 
dur character when we allow it more than ſubotdi- 
nate regard. Like other worldly it is apt /to 
dazzle us with a falſe luſtre; but if we would aſcer- 
tain its true worth, let us reſett both on horn it is 
beſtowed, and from whom it proceeds. Were the 
ap plauſe of the world always the reward of merij ; 
were it appropriated to ſuch alone as by real abilities, 
or by worthy actions, are entitled to riſe above the 
crowd,- we might - juſtly be flattered by 
rate an valuable diſtinction. But bow far 1s —_— 
- being the caſe in fact How often have the 


2 —— . 5 5a the favour ofthe | 
; multitude, 


ing principle of conduQ.. We degrade 


fefling a — 
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320  Onth Lede & Pritſe, .  -— 
multitude, foared upon the wings of ar applauſe, 
- while the virtuous and the deſerving have been ei- 
ther buried in obſcurity, or:obliged to encounter the 
' attacks of unjuſt reproach ? The laurels which human 
_ Ppraiſe confers are withered and blaſted by the unwor- 
thineſs of thoſe who wear them. Let the man who- 
 #'vain of public favour be bumbled by the reflection 
that, in the midſt of his ſucgeſs, he is mingled with a 
crowd of impoſters and deceivers,. | hypocrites and 
enthuſiaſts,” of ignorant pretenders and ſuperficial rea- 
Joners, who, by various arts, have attained a high- 
a rank as himſelf in tem — 5 5 
We may cally be fatisfied that applauſe will be of- 
ten ſnared by the ondeſerving, if we allow ourſelves 
Ito conſider from whom it proceeds. When it is the 
approbation of the wiſe only and the good which is 
purſued, the love of praiſe may then be aceounted to 
contain itſelf within jaſt'bounds, and to run in its pro | 
per channel. But the tefiumony of the giſcerving = 
- modeſt and er ny they commonly are, forms 
but a ſmall part ef the public voice. It ſeldom 
amounts to more than a whiiper,. which amidſt the 
neral clamour is dfowned. When the love of praiſe 
- Has taken poſſeſſion of the mind, it eonſines not itſelf 
- toanobjct ſo limited. It grows into an appetite for 
- indiſcriminate praiſe And who are they that confer 
this praſe? A mixed mukitude of men, who in their _. 
- whole conduct are guided by humour and caprice, ſa : 
more than by rea ſon; who admire falſe-appearenccs, | 
and purſue Falſe goods; who inquire ſuperficially, 
und judge y; whoſe ſentiments are for the meſt - 
part erro „ always changeable, and often incun- 
ſiſtent. Nor let: any one * that by looking 
above the crowd, and courting-the praiſe of the faſhi- 
- onable and the great, he makes ſure of rue honour. 
| There are a great vulgar, as well as a fmall. Rank of- 
| ten makes wo difference in the underſtandings of men, 
| Wi 1 7 pre, 
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indifferent with veſpe&t to this, and to be 


On the Love of Praiſe. gat 
pride, and vanity, ha ve frequently as much influence 
in corrupting the ſentiments of the great, as igno” 
rance, 
opinions of the crowd. And is it to ſuch j as 
theſe 28 ſubmit the ſupreme direction of your 
conduct? Do you ſtoop to court their favour as your 
chief diſtinction, when an object of ſo much juſter 
and higher ambit ion is preſented to you in the praiſe of 
God? God is the only unerring judge of what is ex- 
cellent. His approbation alone is the ſubſtance, all 
other praiſe is but the ſhadow, of honour. The cha- 
_ rafter” which you bear in his fight is your only real 
one. How contemptible does it render u to be 
1etous 


, and prejudice, have in miſleading the | 


about a name alone;-a fictitious, imaginary charac _ 


ter, Which has no exiſtence except in the opinions of 
a few: wenk and credulous men around you? They 
ſer no father than the outſide of things. They can 
© "judge of you by aQions only; and not by the com- 
pr ve view of all your 5 by 28 | 
ly as you have had opportunity of bringing forth to pub- 
lic notice. But the Sovereign of «pd We 4 
_ you in every light in which you can be placed. Th 
ſilent virtues 2 generous purpoſe and a pious heart 


attract his notice equally with the moſt ſplendid deeds. 


From him you may reap the praiſe of good actions 
which ydu had no „. performing. Fot 
he ſees them in their principle; he judges of you by 
Vvour intentions; he knows what you would have 
done. Vou may be in his eyes a hero or a martyr, 
_ without undergoing the labours of the one, or the _ 
ſuffering of the other. His inſpection, therefore, 


* opens à much wider field for praiſe than. what the 
world can afford yon; and for praiſe, too, certain 


tar ore Nuſtrious in the eye of reaſon. Every 
real artiſt ſtudies o apptove himſelf to ſuch as are 


knowing in his art. To their judginent he appeals. - © 
On their bros be rl bis charac z and not 
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1 Tr On the Line of Pratfes) 


On the praiſe of the unſkilled. and rude! In the 
ing heſt art of all, that of life and conduQ, ſhall the 
Options of ignorant men come into the moſt diſtant _ 
* with his approbation who is tlie ſearcher: 
of all hearts, and the ſtandard of all perfeRion?—— 
The teſtimony of bis praiſe, is not indead, a3 yet, 


openly beſtowed: But though the vice of the Al- 


mighty ſound not in your eats, yet by. conſcieflee, his 


| lacred vicegetent, it is capable of being conveyed to 
| your hear The ſofteſt whiſper of divine approbati- 
on is ſweeter to the ſoul of a virtuous man, than the 


loudeſt ſhouts of that 1 nen erg poor 
ceeds from the world. + 

Conſider, farther, how i and: circumſcribed 
in its limits that fame is which the ou 
man ſo eagerly purſues. In order ta ſhow lim thisg 
1 ſhall not, bid him reflect that it is confined to a 
ſmall diſtrict of the earth ; and that when he looks 


a little beyond the region which he inhabits, he will 


find himſelf as much unknown as the moſt ' obſeure 
perſon around him. I ſhall not deſire him to conſider, 

that in the gulph of oblivion, where all human me- 
morials are ſwallowed up, his name and fame: muſt 
ſoon be inevitably loſt. He may imagine that. ample 
honc urs remain to gratify ambitien, though 
puta. ion extend not over the whole globe, nor laſt 
till tte end of time. But let him caltnly' reflect, 


that within the narrow boundaries of that country 
to which he delongs, and during that ſmall portion 
of time wWhieh his life fills up, his reputation, great 
as he may f 


it to be, occupies no more than an 
tnco nſidetable correr. Let bim think What multi- 
tudes of thoſe whom he dwells ure totally 
igrorart of his name and character; how. many ima- 

ne themſ:lves too important to regard him „ how 
many are too much occupied with their own wants 
and pur ſuits to pay him the leaſt. attention ; and 


f where his reputation is. 3 degree ſpread, hive of= 


* 
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ten it has been attacked, and how many rivels are 


daily riſing to abate it. Having attended io theſe 


circumſtances, he will find ſufficient materials for 


_ humiliation in the midſt of the higheſt applauſe.-——— 


From all theſe conſiderations it clearly appears, that 
though the eſteem of out ſellow- creatures be pleaſing, 
and the purſuit of it, in a moderate degree, be fair 


and lawful, yet that it affords no ſuch object to de- 


fire as entitles it to be a ruling principle. 
Is the ſecond place, an exceſſive love of praiſe 


Its influence js the more dangerous, as the colour 
which it aſſumes is often fair; and its garb and a- 
pearances are nearly allied to that of virtue. 'The 


actions which are both ſplendid and aſeful. At a 


_ diſtance they ſtrike the eye with uncommos bright- 
neſs ; but on a nearer and ſtricter ſurvey, their luſtre 
is often tarniſhed. They are found to want that ſa- 


cred and venetable dignity which charaQerizes true 


virtue. Little; paſſions and ſelfiſh intereſts entered 
into the motives of thoſe who performed them. 


They were jealous of a 
to humble a rival. T 


mpetitor. They {| 
looked round for ſpeQta- 


tors to admire them. All is magnanimity, generoſ- 


ty, and courage, to public view. But the ignob{ 


hidden. Without, appears the hero; within, is 
found the man of duſt and clay. Conſult ſuch as 


have been intimately connected with the followers 


of renown ; and ſeldom or never will find that 


But 


* 1 


i 
* 
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never fails to undermine the regard due to conſcience, 
and to corrupt the heart. It turns off the eye of 
the mind from the ends which it ought chiefly to 
keep in view; and ſets up a falſe light for its guide. 


— 


ſource whence theſe ſeeming virtues take their riſe is 1 


they held them in the ſame eſteem with thoſe w 

viewed them from afar. There is nothing except - 
— Graplicity of intention, and purity of principle, that can 
ſtand the teſt of near approach and ſtrict examination. 


| On th Love e. "ry 


But ſcppofing the virtue of men not 
to be always falſe, it certainly cannot be de 


ecke for fron kim ali As end g 


gulated by a ſenſe of what is right; whoſe þ is 
: net of men, but of Gad; whoſe motive — . 


his duty is always the ſame. Change, as much 28 


you pleaſe, the ſitnation of ſach-a man; let applauſe 


or let cenſure be his lot; let the public voice, which 
this day has extolled him, to-morrow as-loudly decry 
bim; on the tenour of his behaviour theſe changes 
produce no effect. H: moves in a higher tphere. 
As the ſun in his orbit is not interrupted by the 
miſts” and florms of the atmoſphere below, ſo; re- 
gardie ſs of the opinions of men, through bonour and 


diſhonour, through good report and bad report, he pur- 


ſues the path which conſcience has marked out. 
Whereas the apparent virtues of that man whoſe eye 


is fixed on the world, are precarious and temporary. 


Supported only by circumſtances, occaſions, arid par- 
ticular regards, they fluQuate and fall with theſe. 


| Excited by public admiration, they diſappear when 
ſh — is withdrawn ; like thoſe exhalations which, -raif= 


ed by heat from the earth, glitter in the air with mo- 
mentary ſplendcur, and then fall back to Nr eue 
from whence they ſprin 
They intemperate love of Sy only weakens 


motives in their ſtead, but frequentiy*alſo impels men 
to aQions which are directiy criminal. It obliges 
them to follow the current of popular opinion whither- 


ſoever it may carry them; and hence ſbiptorret is 


often made both of faith and of a guad cunfſrfn ce. Ac- 


cording as cireumſtances lead them to court the ac- 
elamatiors of the multitude, or to purſue the applauſe 
of the great, 'vices of different kinds will ſtain their 
character. In ons ſituation they will make hypoert- 
2 9 of pen Ia another they tuned . 
_ainameg 


hy. 


as firm or ſure. Conſtancy-and fteadineſs/ are 


the rue prirciples of probity, by ſubſtituting inferior 
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aſhamed of their Redeemer, and of his words: 'They 
will be afraid to appear in their own form, or to ut- 
meter their genuine ſentiments.” Their whole character 
vill become fictitious; opinions will be aſſumed, 
ſpeech and behaviour modelled, and even the coun- 
- tenance formed, as prevailing taſte exits. From 
one Who has ſubmifted to fuch proſtitution for the 
fake of praiſe, you can no longer expect fidelity or 
- attachment on any ttying occaſion. ' In private life 
I he will beatimorous and treacherous ftiend In public 
conduct, he will be ſupple and verſatile : ready to 
deſert the cauſe which he bad eſpouſed, and to veer 
with ſhifting every wind of popular favour: In fine, 
all becomes unfound and hollow in that heart where, 
inſtead of regard to the divine approbation, there 
' reigns the ſovereign” deſire of pleaſing men.  * 


JZ. Iss the'third place, this piſſion, when it becomes 


r 0 


e | Predominant, moſt commonly defeats its own: end, 
TJ. and deprives men of the honour which they are fo 
M ce nager to gain. Without preſerving liberty and in- 


dependence, we can never command reſpe&. That 
ſervility of ſpirit which ſubjects us to the opinions of 
others, and renders us tributaries to the world for 
the ſake of applauſe, is what all mankind deſpiſe. 
They look up with revereſce to one 'who unawed 
by their cenſures, acts according to his own ſenſe of 
things, and follows the-free impulſe of an honourable 
mind. But him who hangs totally dn their judgment, 
they confider as their vaſſal, Fhey. even enjoy a f 
malignant pleaſure in humbling his vanity, and with- 
holding that praiſe which he is ſeen to court. By 3 
artifice and ſhow he may ſhine for a time in the pub- 
lic eye; but it is only. as. long as he can ſupport the be- 
lief of acting from prineiple. When the inconſiſtencies 
into which he falls detect his chat acter, his reputati- 
on paſſes away, like the pageant of a day. No man e- | 
ver obtained laſting fame who did not, on ſeveral oo 


- 
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336 eee 
There is na courſe of behaviour which will at all 
times all men. That which. pleaſes moſt uni- 
2 and which only commands durable praiſe, 


kind. affection to men, and: fidelity in the diſcharge 
ol all the duties of life ; a conſeience pure and unde- 
filed 5} a heart fitm to juſtice; and co truth, ſuperiour 
to all terrours that would ſhake, and inſenſible to all 
pleaſures· that would betray.it z- unconquerable by the 
_ oppoſitiqn ot the. world, and refigned to God alone; 
theſe are the qualities which render a man truly re- 
ſpeQable and great. Such a character may, in euil 


the end, as the noon day. As ſoon as it is 
ly known, ũ finds a witneſs inevery breaſt. It forces 
approbation even from the moſt degenerate. The 
+ human heart is ſo formed as to be attuned, if we 


may uſe the ex preſſion, to its praiſe. - In fact, it is 


this firm and inflexible virtue, this determined regard 
to principle beyond all opinion, which has crowned 
the characters of ſuch as now ſtand higheſt in the 


tolls of laſting fame. The truly illuſtrious are they 


who did not court the praiſe of the world, but who 
performed the actions which deſerved it. They were 


perhaps traduced, in their lifetime, by thoſe whom, 


they oppoſed. But poſterity has done them ample 


juſtice ; and they are the men whom the voice of 


now . concurs in celebrating. The memorial of 


men. When it is preſent, men take example at it; and 
tuen it it gone, they defore it. It weareth a crown, 


end triumpheth for ever ; bawing gotten the viflery ; 


- flriving for undefiled rewards, © 
P In the fourth place, as an immoderate paſſion for 
- human praiſe is dangerous to virtue, and unfavoura- 
ble of true honour, to it is deſtructive of ſeli- enjoy 
e _ — 


D eres - 


envy of prejudice: has gathered around it will gradu- 
ally diſpetſe; and its brightneſs will come forth, in 


* immortal ; becauſe it is approved of God and of | 
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from the ſtraight road of duty in order to gain ap- 


time to time remind him o. the improper 
Which he has made, and of the forfeiture which he 


——— 
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3 ment and-inwacd peace. Regard to the praiſe of God 


prefcribes a ſimple and: conſiſtant tenour- of conduct, 
pay en: all ſituations is the ſame ; which engages us 
no perplexities; and requires nd artful ref aement. 
"Walking -nprightly, we: walk ſurely, becaule we 
trad an even and open path. But he who turns aſide 


„ inyolves, himifel6 in an intricate labyrinth. 
He will be olten embarraſſed concerning the - courſe 
which he ought to hold. His mind will be always on 


the ſtreatch: He will be obliged to liſten with anzious 


attemion to every whiſper of the popular vice. The 
demands of thoſe maſters whom he has ſubmitt ed to 
ferve; will prove frequently: cont iadictory and invort- 


| ſiſtent, He has prepared a yoke-fos his neck which 


he muſt reſolve to e how! _— ſoever it _—_ 
Sal him. KY 2 9 24 ; A * 

The toils of ens . The mind J 
ſupported under them by the conſciouſneſs of acting 
a right and becoming part, But the labours to which 
he is doomed who is enſia ved to the'defire of praiſe, 
are aggravated by reflexiow both on the uncertainty of 
the recompence-which he purſues, and on the debaſe- 
ment to which he ſubmitt. Conſcience will from 


ſacrifices 


has incurred bf the praiſe of God for the ſake 
ptaiſe from men. Suppoſe him to receive all the re- 
. wards which the miſtaken opinion of the world can 


. befiow, its loudeſt applauſe will often be unable t 


drown the upbraidings of an inwurd voce j and if a 
man is reduced 8 what avails 

benen et ee 
22 in truth, — towards whidt hikoks- 


— human iſe as his vitimate object 
vhs enonan — like » thadow,/defote hiny;+ Bo 


— — o fickle and mutable is ke 
ehen of the multizude, ä the moſt un- 


ſatisſactoryx 


af 


The 
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ſatisfa &ory of all purſuits in which men can be en- 
gaged. He who ſets his heart onſit, is pre for 
himſelf perpetual mortifications. If the greateſt and 


beſt can ſeldom retain it long, we may eaſily believe 


that from the vain and undeſerving it will ſuddenly 
eſcape. There is no character but what om ſome'fide 
is vulnerable by cenſure. He who lifts himſelf up to 


the obſet vation and notice of the world is, of alt men, 


the leaſt og to avoid it. For he draws upon him- 

ſelt a thoufand eyes that will narrowly inſpect him in 
every part. Every opportunity will be wached of 
bringing him down to the common level. His ermurs 
wilt be more — — his infirmities mom magni- 
fed, than thoſe of others. In proportion t bis ea- 


Nor is it reproach alone that will wound. hirn. He 
2 will be asmuch dejected by We and neglect. He 
himſelf under the power 'ot every one to humble 
4 im, by with- holding expeQteid praiſe. Even when 

praile is beſtowed, he is mort ified by its being either 


faint or trite. He pines avhen his reputation ſtagnates. 
auſe to which he bas been accuf- 


ao 
tomed grows infipid-; and to be always praiſed from 
the ſame topics, becomes at laſt aun 
not praiſed at all. C3: N. 
Ty All theie chinelis wad. Amun we hepgidy: 2 
voided by bim who keeps ſo troubleſome a 
within its due — n be- 
ing truly wortby than of being thought ſo; who pur- 
e — the world with manly.temperance, 
and in ſubordination to the praiſe of God. He is nei- 
ther matle giddy by the intoxicating vapour of ap- 


plauſe, nor humble and caſt down 42 the unmerited 


attacks of cenſure. Refling ona bigher approbation 
he enjoys hitoſelf in peace, whether human praiſe 
ſtays with him, or flies away. With me it ir a ſmall 


. of you, or Fan He bat 


- 
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 perneſs jor praiſe; will be his (pgſibility togreproach. 
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: and my record is on lig. 
I x the fifth and laſt place, the vhic 
redound from the praiſe of men, are not ſuch as can 
dear to be pùt in e 
from the praiſe of God. The former are necelfarily 
oonſined within the verge of our preſent exiſtencck. 
The latter follow us beyond the grave, and extend 


3 iir 


7 


holds the labouring ſoul. - Brought 
bh the reflimony of a good 
divine ſpirit boaring witneſs with eur ſpirite, it in- 
eb —— —— and produces a-prace-which paſſes = 
7 anding. F 23005 er RR. 
At preſent we behold an irregular and difordered 
ſtate of — 2 Virtue is often dex rive of its proper 
5 | 
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dee, me' i: the Led. My witneſs is in Hiaveh, 


"HD A wiki 
competition with” thoſe which flow 


has. 


through all eternity. Not only'is the praife of men | 


limited in its effects to this life, but alſo to particular 
 firuations of it. In the days of health and eliſe it 
may brighten the ſunſhine of proſperity.” It may 
- then ſooth the ear with pleaſing accents, and gtarify 
the imagination with fancied triumphs. But when 
the diſtreſofuł ſeaſon of life arrive, it will be found f- 
together hollow and ſubſtantial. And furely, the va- 

lue of any poſſeſſion is to be chiefly eſfimated by the 
relief which it can bring us in the time of bur greateſt 
need. When the mind is caft down with ſorro and 


| when ſickneſs fpreads'its gloom æround us, or 


riſes wawtel profpe& to our view Me opini- 
ons and — 2 | 


vurſes'of the world » it applar triff 
and inſignificant.” Fo one Who i; occupied with 


cenfure of the world will ſeem like the noiſe of & - 


tant voices, in which he has fmall concern. But then 


is the ſeaſon hen ihe praiſe of God ſupports and up- 
home to the heart 


honours, and vice uſurps them in its ſtead. The 


characters of men are miſtaken; and ignorance and 
_ -:folly/difpoſe of human « 
apace which ſhall cloſe this ſcene of errours, and vir- 


pplauſe. but the day haſtens 


— 


imereſte, the praiſe or the 


ing -- } 


Conſcience} and by me 


535 Oni the Love of Praiſe. i 
dicate the rights of juftice and truth. Then Dale 
rendered to every — according to his works. "a 
ſhall no longer have the power of obſcuring merit, 
nor popular prejudices be able to ſupport the unde- 
ſetving. 3 Hidden worth ſhall be brought to light,, and 
. ſecret crimes revealed. Manny who paſſed thragn 
the world in the filent obſcurigy of humble, but Nea- 
dy goodneſs, ſhall be diſtinguiſhed as the favourites of 
Heaven; while the proud, the ambitious, aud the 
Vain, ate left to everlaſting diſhonour. The 3 
Judge hath declared, that whoſoever hos been afmmed 
. of im and of his works, of that man ſhall he be aſhemed 
N in the glory of his Father, with all the 
A angelr. Every departure from duty ſhall a the” 

yes of final diſtriburion terminate in _ignibminy.. 
True honour and true virtue ſhall be feen to cod; 

and when all human e has paſſed away like imoke, 
dde only, praiſe Which ſhall be for ever remembred 
n that divine teſtimony, Nell dine, then good and 
 {aithgul. ſervant : enter thou inte the” joy of th Lod 
we Tune a | ments clearly. ſhow the 4 rtance of 

Preſerying the love of praiſe under proger fubordinati- = 

en to the prineiple of duty. In itſelf, it ig an uſeful 

motive to action 4 but when aflowed-tor tend its in- 
muence too far, i eorupts- the whole chigracter, and 
produces guilt, diſgrace, and miſery. To be entirely 
deſtiiute or it, is a deſect. To be governed hy it, is 

depravity. The proper adjuſtment of the ſeveral 

Principles of action in human nature is a matter that 

. deſerves our higheſt attemion. For when any one 

ef them becomes eit het too wenk or too ſtrong," it 

endangers both our virtue and our Lep 

' #hy beurt thertfore with all diligence'y, pray that God 

would enable thee to keep iv with ſucceſs; for out. of 
the beart are the iſſuerof life "TTY; 
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1 of vanitier faith the freather, 4 is . 


FO ſerious maxim has been more generally adopt» - 
"ed than that of the texy In every: age, the 

oy of human life has been the theme of declama- 

tion, and the ſubject of complaiut. It is a concluſi- 


on in. which men of all characters and ranks, the high 


and the low, the young and the, ald, the rehgious and 


the worldly, have more fre —. — then in 
any: — But how juſt the concluſon may 

de the 
we i pr 


iſes from which it is drawn are often falſe. - 
prompted hy various motives, and derived 
different views of Things. Sometimes 


— of the text: is aſſumed U a ſceptie who 
cuavils at Providence; atul cenſutes the tions ok 
the whrid:: Sometimes it is the c nt af a pee. 


wih man who is diſontented- wih bis ation; and 


ruffled by the diſappointment of unreaſonable hopes... 
Sometimes it is the fiyle of hd licentious, ben 
oaning under miſeries in which theif vices have | in- 
volved them, luvectwes aguinſt the vanity of the 
world. which come from any of theſe quaiters de- 
ſerve no regard; as they are the dictates of 
of ſpleen, or of folly.” The only caſe in whic "the 
ſentiment of the tert claims our "intention, ie when 
uttered, not as an aſper ſion on Providence, or a re- 


fle Aion on human a airs in general ; _ 


guage of private 'diſcoptent, or the reſult of. 


7s 5" but at the ſober conclufion” of a wi wy 
concerning the” eee ern wor 


_ 


= 3 e 5 
dels which ret ſolely Fe wor pn. Theſe, 
in their faifeſt fo hat ſeem tobe. | 
They never 1 ſlur complete "(at faction. which 
they promiſe ; and therefore he u ho looks to nothing 
beyond them half have fre, nue to deplore their 
vanity. 1 
Nothin » of: kigher importance to de as men and 
as Chriſtians, than to form 4 proper eſtimate: 
of human life, . without either loading it with imagi- 
nary evils, or expecting from it greater advantages 
chan it is able to yield: k hall be my bufine eee 
fore, in this Diſcourſe, to diſti a juſt and fel 
| ſenſe of the vanity of the world: Hadi ——— 
fonable complaints of ãt which we often hear. I ſhall: | 
endeavour; Il. To: ſhew in what ſenſe it is true that 
all earthly pleaſures art vanity. H. To. inquire how 
his vanity of the world can be reconeiled with the 
perfections of its great Author. IIIA To examine - 
whether there are not ſome real and ſolid enjoyments 
S 
anity. - bo out the properrimr = 
provement to be made! of: fuch a ſtate as the liſe of 
man ſhall appear on ihe whiete to- ber 5 
I. Lan io flew in what ſenſe it is 3 
5 | 9 re vnnity. This is 4 topic which-. * | 
might be embelliſhed with the pomp of much der 
' ſcription; But I hall ſtudiouſiy avoid exaggeration, 
and only point out a threefold vanity: in human life 
_ which every impartial. obſerver cannot but admit 3 
ö diſappointment in purſuit, diſſatis fa Gion ane, 
5 2 in poſſeſſion - 114.46 7 ls t 5 N 
Firſt, diſappointment, ig purſuit | When: we dock 
5 us on the world, we every. where behold a 
buſy mullitude, intent on the proſecution of varõẽ 
de which their wants or deſires have ſuggeſted. 
We behold them employing every method Which 
 ivgenuity can deviſe, ſome the patience; of induſtry, 
Feen the baude 0 3 hes the dent 
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Aden theit ends. Ofzdhig 
r what is the fruit? In com- 
riſon of the crowd bo have foiled in yain, how 
ll ;i3 che number. of, he ſycceſsful}, Or rather; 
ehege; is the man ho will declare that in every point 
he has completed 
wih d. No extent of human abilities has been able to 
diſdouet a path which, in any hne of life, leads un- 
erringly to. ſucceſs. The. rac is not always: ia the 
\ ſwift, nor the battle to the farang, mor. ric bes to men 'of 
under ſtanding, Me may form gur plans with the moſt 
profound ſagacity, and with the: moſt vigilan cautin 
e llangers on Rad hor wer But ſome 
__ eſeen —— ö . 
* War 


* | From our labours in the duſt. : 
ppointments copfingd. to thoſe. — 
—— the higher departments of life, the 
pr dwg me Tbe humiliation of the mighty, 
and the fall af ambition from iis tower 2 
little concern the bulk of manking. Tbeſe are ob- 
jeQs on which, as on diſtant meteors, they. gaze: from 
afar, without drawing pet ſaual inftruQion from events 
Jo. — tg Rat, alas when we deſcend 
into the.zigions of private life; we find diſappointment 
and, blaſted — prevalent there. Neither 
the moderation af out views, nor the juſtice of our 
_pretenſions, .can enſure ſucceſa. But time and chance 
— Aga inſt the ſtream of 72 
worthy-.and the undeſer ving are obliged to iruggles 
and boch are frequently over born alike by the current. 
diſſatis fad ion 
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n r vani to, which the human 
tate is ſub jet. is the ſeygreſt of all mortifica- 


E after —— — in. the. purſuit to 
baffled in.the.evjoyment iiſelf. Yet this is found 
_ ot be an evil: ſtill mare. general than the former. 
Some mai be ſo fortunate 28 to attain what they have 
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= wiſhes grow; and to the end, | is rathe the er pe- 
. tion of what they have not, than the 
1 what they "dave, which" oivupies and agveaſts"the | 


_ reliſh. 
_ rity, and ſometimes to 
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by what they have attained. 8 5 
3 — fuceeſsful — 

bliſs, Look — all the Fanls of m ry Eixa- 
mine the Ge, of thoſe who appear moſt proſpe- 
tous ; and you will find that they are never juſt whar 


| they deſire to be. If retired; rey langaiſtsfor «Bis 
| ©; if buſy, they complain of fatigae. If in md 


life, they are i for diſtinction; in high ſta- 


tions, they ſigh after Freedom and eaſe. Something is 

Kill wanting to that plentitude of ſatisfactiom which 
| CI * *＋— To ther with-every wiſts 
- ariſes; + One void 


d, 4 new dem 
— the heart a8 another is filled. On wiſhes; 


emjoyment of 
moſt ſucceſsful. 


trom the natute of bur! 


fprings 
themſelves, and partly from circuchſtänces which-evr- 


rupt them. No w 
the high defires and 
— paint them at à diſtahce· wit ſplendi 


' enjoyments-are adequate to 


paſſion beſtows upon them at firſt-a'briſk ànd lively 
But it is their fate alway to pall by farnlis- 


Happy would the 
enter on all the treaſures of the rich | ard happy for 
a ſhort while he might be. But before he had long 


contemplated and aàdmited his ſtate, his pdflehons 


waujd ſeem to leſſen, and bis cates would'g 


Add to the unfatisfying nature of our pleaſures the 


attending circumſtances which never fail 'to corrupt 
them. or, ſüch us they are, they are at no time 
poſſeſſed wnmixed! - To hatnan lips it is not 


.- When. etrernel Tircum- 
Fances ſhow faireſt. to: ths wald, che envied mun 
* g 1 " 


\ This difſaticfaQion in the midſt of human £m nad 


rs of an IminertalF ſpiris, 
dicolours; = 
bur- poſſeſſion unveils the falacy.”| The eagerneſs of 


aſs from ſatiety into diſguſt. 
think himſelf if he could. 
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either felt or feared, gna wa, 
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we, like u worm, th root” 
When there is n6thi from without 


to diſturb the proſperous, 'a ſecret poiſon operates 


: this. '> Bee worldly happineſs ever tends to deftroy 


irſelf, by corrupting the _—_ lt fofters the loo 


ers xioXious wit — 
bits; afd'taints 455 mind 410 7 falſe dencacy, which ' 


Bor pat the caſe in the moſt favourable light. 
Lay fide from human plexfares both diſappbintinent 
in purſuit, and deceirfulneſt in Enjoyment 3 mo” 
tisfac- 
22 ſtil there remains to be conſidered the vanity 
of ündertain poſſeſſion and ſhurt duration. Were there 


in warldly things any fixed point ef fecutity which 
| Do gain, the mind would then fia. 


baſis um which 10 ref. Fit our contition is füch, 
that every thing wa vers and totters arvund us. Boa. 
.ngt thyſelf of 40-mert ow ; fer thou knoweft not! 46 


thou heareſt hot bf ſoine what to diſquiet or zlarm 


thee. For life never proceeds long in an uniform 
train. Tt is continually varied by unexpected events, 


The 1eeds of alteratfort are every where {own ; and 
che ſunſhine of — common accelerates their 

growth, If ntsbe nu * ror pb 
40 be wounded. If you hve 
22 them log, you have greater cauſe to 5 


ward. goon ifice which 
event, one ſudden blow, can tevil with 


Viren fing the accidents af life to leave pen 55 
. touched, human bliſs muſt ill be tranſitory ; for — | 
vet Mole 
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light us long. What amuſed our youth laſts hare, | 


| 0 e. years advance, yy gg Are. 
: 2 our pleaſurable feeli The 
at lapſe, of time is ever carry; — from 


— at length the period comes when · al muſt be 
* away. The proſpe of this termination of 
labours and purſuits is ſuficient to mark our ſtate 
hing, Wi hin iat NR 1 — 
- age 15 as not thin that little Jpace is all aur 
. Enterpriſe bounded.. We crowd it n toils and 
Cares, with comention and frife. We project great 
entertain high leave our 
r cler ito alien l 
bis much Jet it fuffe 10 haze ſaid concerning 
the vanity of the world. That too 2 * not 
been laid, muſt appear L de 9Pe 
bor generally mankind lean to — "> mpg and 
; how often by undue attachment to the preſent ſtate ; 
ber beck feed the moſt ſinful paſſions, and fierce m 
fine through with many ſorrows... Let * proceed, to. 
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How this yanity of he world e 
with the perfections of its divine Author: This en- ha 
qui y involves that great difficulty which bas perplex- * 
A the thoughtful and ſerious in every age; If God _ 


ff good, whence the evil that fills the earth? In an- 
3 Fo to this F ao let us obſerve, 
| lace 6 firſt 2 at the preſent r of man 
| Was not his original or primary ſtate, We are inform- 
end by divine revelation, that it is the conſequence of his 
voluntary apoſtacy from God and a ſtate of innocence, 
By this, . ki. nature was cor rupted; _his- powers were 
enfeebled.; and vanity and vexation introduced into 
his life... ; Al nature became involved in the condem- 
| The each was curſed upon his as | 
d the whole FT by an to A 4 
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icate the fact, and to ſhew.that human na- 

— and the human ſtate have undergone an 


K can 
the fables of antiquity. An abſcure tradiiess appears 
to have pervaded the whole earth, that man is not 
now what he was at fic; but that, in conſequence 
ot ſome tranſgreſſion ainſt his great Lord a ftate of 
degradation and exile to a condition that 


was more flouriſhitig and happy- As our nature car- 
ries ain marks of 

ich we inbabit bears the ons of having 
been convuiled in all its frame. Naturaliſts Point 


and diſorder, ſo. the 


_- 
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change. The belief of this has obtained in almoſt all- 
be traced: through all. 
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aut to us every where the traces of ſome- violent | | 


continent, burning mountains, ſhattered precipices, 


uninhabitable , give it all the appearance of a 


mighty ruin. The phyfcal and moral ſtate of man 


in this world: — 5 ſympathize and corfeſpond. 
They indicate not a regular and orderly ſtructure ei- 


ther of matter or of mind, but the remains of fo 


wharthat'oace uns more fair and maguifcent. Let | 


us oblerve; 4: 


"In 2 . thet as this wag not e ori- 


gina, it ãs not intended to be the final ſtate of man. 
Though in conſequence of the abuſe of 1 human 


powers, ſin and yanity were intreduced into this re- 
gion of the univerſe,//it, was not the purpoſe of the 
Creator that the ſhould be permitted to reign Le | 


— hat h made ects ek our 8 the recovery 
t and faith t of his 
„ . 9 by the 
world, our Lord Jeſus kr 
mortality were both purcha 
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which it has ſuffered. lands torn from the 


1 him life and i im. 1 
and brought te light, 
Tus new: heavens; and the new earth are diſcovered, _ 
wherein, dwelleth righteouſneſs ; where, through the 
| 3 r WW — . 
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45 intermediate and : preparatory ſtate. Its 
and miſery; iu manner, d- lappear. They 
to ſubmit without thout cpiaim to u 


laws; to wait in patietce till the T . We 
— for the refltution of all . 


x7”) the third: place, that, a fature Kate being made 
known, we can account in a ſatisfying manber for the 
diſtreſs of human life, without: the ſmalleſt. 


impeachment of divine goodneſs, The _— 


we here undergo. are converted into diſoiphne and 
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good is extracted from evil; and the very, 
miſery which originated from ſin is rendeved the means 


| of correcting ſinful paſſions, and preparing us fot fe+: 
| "Hicity.” There is much reaſon to beſieve that etea- 
| eck as we are, require ſome ſuch pre- 


| tures as | 


fate of experience before they can recover 


the of their nature. It is in the widſt of diſ- 
appointments and trials that we earn the inſufficiency 
of temporal things to ha 
ſeck it from God and Virtue. By theſe the violence 
of our pa N ö — 
0 ſobti reflection. varieties 
— by the viciſſitude of -workdly? fortune; 


de are inured to habits both of the aQtive and 

| the ſuffering virtues. - How much Toever. we com- 
ſhows 
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ipline; Unſatisfactor y av it is, | 


of the vanity of the world, faQs' 
that if its vanity were leſs, it could not 
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to corrupt our | hearts, 


too apt 


it yielded us more l nary __ with-albics 
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tte it, how entirely 
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C Cbriffian ſyſtem, chat vanity may be reconcile® with = 
the infinite goodneſs of the Sovereign of the 
The preſent condition of man is not that for which-h 
-was originally 4; it i not to be bis final Nate 
and during his p 
oo Ag andergorr re retidered medicinal and im- 
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dae ces which, n the e of the dif- 


e * ſit . life be · 
gm 40 be diſfpated. D 


not abandened by his Crestot. We diſcern” 


and good defigns going on iti his behalf. We ate a 
lowed'to ententiin better hopes; "ind are 


to enquire, as was propoſed for e 
IH. Hz aD of d courſe, Wunde Ge bs leis 
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n of the righteous. In the exerciſe of good | 
2 F upright conſci- vee 
| ence; in the ſenſe of peace and reconciliation with | 
| God. through the great Redeemer of Mankind; in Pa 

the firm. confidence of being conducted through, all I 


e trials of Yo * infinite wiſdom and goodneſs ; 
in oy gſpect of arriving in the end at 
3 2 — 3 a happineſs. which, 
2 from a purer and more perfect region than 
| this world, partakes nat of its vanity, ,- {hrs (| 
3 2 the,enjoyments peculiar to religiqn, ther are 
e 2 Zr ſtate which, 4hough of 
9 1 be overlooked in che eſti- 
' It, is neceſſary to call attention 
is in rode 5 check * reginang and untl ank · 
1 n 3s alays.t00. prone. Some 
ö 2 muf? he ed io the comforts 
lth, to the En atfications of ſenſe, and 
; 2 the entertainment us. by all the beautiful 
ſtcenes of nature 1 o the Lr and amuſe- 


mend f ſoc nd more to the. internal | 

mm pA fleQion, and to the — uu , 
of affeQionate with thoſe. whom we lo. 

Theis comſorts are often held in tao low eſtimation, 
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2 compute the hours which they pa 
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tion e. our pleaſures and our pains. 
hors which eee, Gre or an 
bor . his thoſe | which have paſſed away, i bot 
ng erjoyment, et in the midſt of thoſk 
_— and Fwd emotions, which e life 


—— ly along. We complain of the A7 
ppointments whi we ſuffer in our purſuits, 'But'w 
recolleR not that it is in pur bit, mote than in actin 


ment, that our pleaſure no conſiſts. In the prefent 
flate of — nature, man derives more enjoy 


tom the exertion of his active powers in the mid K 
of tolle and efforts, than he could receive from à H-: 


and uniform poſſe non of the object which he ſtrives 


is Rope; and there are few fituations which" enti 
exchude it. Forms of expeRed bliſs are often +4 
ing upon ue & a cloud, to revive and exhilarate” © 
de ſcattered” F 
pleaſures. H 
pins; a8 f. r vs life affords ft, thi be engrofſed BY” . 
n rank of men to the ercluſiot of the reſt; ofthe 


voulu 1 been leaſt expected. When N 
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through — — 5 
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ho thi ſelves miſerable if others do not admire 
fate. It is not from wants or ſorrows that theic 
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b rty; pride creates diſappointments, | 
iſhoneſty e to ſhame.  'The 


N of aki: ders ings then 


fortunes Vet nothing is more common than fer 
ſuch as have been the authors of their own miſery, 
to make loud — the hard fate of man, 
8 the human condition by 


2 is. ſuppoſed vanity. 74. feoliſneſs of 
ft ren 
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Ido not, however maintain chat id is within our” 
power to be altogether free of thoſe ſelf-p | 


| evils; Fot perfection of my kind is beyond the reath 
of man. Where is the wiſdom that never re? 
W here the juſt man that offendeth not ? — - 


leſe, much is here left to ourſelves; and, impetfect 
as we arte, the conſequences of right or of w 


duct make a wide difference in the mT men. 4 5 1 
„ a well- 


every day ſhows that a 
4-9-1 A and virtuous mind contributes greatly % 


of life; and that wiſdom „ 


ay ar as light extelleth darkneſs. The 
* ed is as darlneſt; duos wet at eoddat'etly 
fumbls."" But the Fighteouſneſr of the perfedt ſhall d 
ref1 his zvay , aud be that walketh uprightly wwajketh 
 * ſurely.” The tendency of the one 1 —— 
and ſafe region, The courſe of the other leads hin 
amidſt ſnares and es. The one 
may, the other anevoigubly muſt, incur much trou- 
ble. Let us fot then confound, ol HR 
charge, thoſe evils of the world which belonly to 


"lot of Humanity, and "thoſe which, — 4 
and good man mays innen. 


_ affiſtance; a wiſe 


Tur ied obſertation which L make reſpe cds thoſe 
"evils vo are both real and unavoidable ; from 


W 1/4 1 


procure our -- 
exemptios. 


1943 


d.follies ; 
Their Follies imo crimes 3 and their crimes imo miſj- 
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f eannot be prevented, there are means, how dſt 


| ever, by which they may be much alleviated.” Rel- 
tion is the great principle, which acts, under ſuch _ 
wr — circumſtances, as the correQive of human vanity. "= 
|  It- inſpires. fortitude, ſupports patience, and by its =.” 
dees end promiſes darts a cheering ray into the il 11 
© darkeſt ſhade of human life- If it cannot ſecure the ki | 
virtuous from diſappointment in their purſuits, it hen 
| "forms them to fuch a temyer as renders their diſap- 7 29 
j | pointments more light and eaſy than thoſe of other 64 
„ men. If it does rot baniſh diſſatisſaction from their 2 . 
= worldly pleaſures, it confers ſpiriwal pleaſures in their ler 
1 | | "Read. ir enſures, them not the - wag: wt of 25 
WO what they love, it forniſbes comfort under the 2 
fr ax it eſtabliſhes a contented frame of mind, 5 
r ir ſupplies the want of all that worldly men covet to. Y 
ran Compare the behavour of the ſenſual and Th 
= corrupted with that of the upright and holy, when bats 
doch art fecling the effects of human vanity, and Gy 
abe difference of their fituation will be manifeſt. - * 
= the former: you are like to find a-queralons 41 
| and — among the latter, a compoſed and man- 41 | 
y ſpirit. - The lamentations of the one excite a mix- -f ha 
ture of piety and contempt; while the dignity R a g 
the other maintain in diſtreſs command reſpeQ. The 17 
ſufferings . of the former ſettle into a peviſh and fret- 8 be 
ful d — 3 thoſe of the latter ſoften the temper hat 
and improve the heart. I heſe conſequences extend bi 
| ſo far as to give, ground for aſſerting, that a — = 
man enioys more happineſs in the courſe of a ſeem- th 
-ingly un life, than a bad man does in the he, 
m midit of ren e 75 
2 of this is afforded by Paul, who * 
the very dept of — — ſend ſorib ſuab a Fa: 


triamphant voice a5 proclaims the complete viEtory 
which he had 2 le Troubles 
un 8 


tians. It beg? 


+ a continued ene of diſappointment and diffati= 
aQion,, To the good, it is a mixed ſtate of things; 


though in 12 general doctrine of the vanity of the 
3 et almoſt every one 4 5 

himſelf that tas own 3 4 is to be an ezecplion from 
| the common ruſe, Ie teſts on expectations which 
he thinks cannot fail bim; and though the preſent be 


pale ſpeQing Ex 


1 * our, outward man periſh, our 
inward. man it —_— day by. day. Such, 8 
perhaps in an inferiuus degree, Will be the influence | 
of a genuine religious. principle upon all true, Chrif- 
o perform. thay; office to them dere, 
which hereafter it will more completely e 


| of wifing away the tears rom their eyes. | 4 


Su cm, upon the whole, is the eſtimate which + we 
are to form of humanlife. Much vanity will mm @ 
belong to it, though the degree of its vanity w 
depend, in à great meaſure, on our own chatac- 
ter and conduct. To the vicious, it preſents nothing 


where many real comforts. may be enjoyed ; where 


many reſources under trouble may be obtained ; bot 


where trouble, in one form or other, j is to be expected 

as phe, lot of man. From this view of human life, 
ns firſt Practical cone laſion which we are to 

We is, that it highly coneerns us not to be atreafor-” 


able in our expeRations of worldly felicty. © Let us 
_ alwa 8 remember Where we are from what cauſes 


— human ſtate has becorfie 7 to depreſſion ; ; 
don what accounts it muſt remain under i its pre- 
A aw. — * be irfatuation of ſelf-love,. t 


World all 


not gliogeth r according to > his wiſh, yet with the'con- 
8 of 8 * be angicipates futurity. Hence 
the anguiſh ee fills the To 6 
evils, which. of themſeſces ſutß icenil y N 
preis with do forge the, uopreparec RAP 


othing therefore is 
5 e, than to have always 
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our eyes fuch views of the ore as ſhall prevent out 8 


» 


E . | On the e. | 
a more from i it” than it is deſtined to afford. 
| be deſtroy our joys by devouring them before: hand 
| foo 
| of life heff we gitempt to raiſe it top high, A tole- 
2 rable and corifortable ſtate it all that we can 
to ourfelves on earth. Peace and contentment, r 
bliſs not tranſport; is The full Fottion of f wan. ee 
j6y*18 reſerved for hes ven- 
Bor while we repreſs too fanguine 
upon buman life, let us, in the ſecondplace; guard 
A aint the other exttemne of repining Lon d-ſcontene,' 
Enough has been already ſaid to lice, that notwith- 
wage the vanity of- the world, à cohfiderable de · 
15 the recolleQion of this ſerve to {new ap us to 
our condition, and to Check the of com- 


plaints and murmers What art thoa, ſorf of man! 
who having ſprung but yeſterday out of the duſt, oafty | 
d 


dareſt to lift up thy voice Againſt thy Maker, an 

araign his providence, decau'e all things are not order- 
ed according to thy with? What title haft thou to 
find ſault with the order of the univerſe, whoſe lot is 
ſo much beyond what thy virtue or merit guve thee 
ground_to claim ? 1s it ngching to thee ti have been 


introdycedinto this mba ax work ; to have been 


admitted as a ſpeQator of the divine wiſdom and 


tks'; and to have had acceſs to at comforts 
hich nature, N 4 bountifül band, Ras poured 
| forth, arcurid thee ? Are all the bours D | otten which 


_ thou, haſt paſſed in caſe, in lacenty, or joy? I= 
ta ſmall Dn Far thy eyes, hat the h di- 
Is mercy. has been ſtretched forth to aid thee, nd, 


U rejedt not its proffered aſſiſtance, is-ready to 
N 9555 thee into a * per ſtate of ' exiſtence ? 
yd, and be 2 


hen then comparett thy condiricn with thy. deſert, 
de gratebyl, : ow 
Wa 


med thy tom 
4 ado Ee 5 thankfillneſs 


bien Rev ere that 
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eager expeQations:* We ruin the happitieſs 


e | 
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comfort 1 attainable in the preſent Rate, 
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5 of Hubs Life. "5 "a> 
government which ar preſent refuſes * Reſt 


in this concluſion, that * there be evils in the 
world; its Creator, is wiſe and and good, and has been 
bountiful to thee, 

Is the the third place, the view which we have 
taken of human life ſhould naturally direct us to ſuch 
purſuits as may have moſt influence for corre&i 
its vanity, . There are two great lines of = 
which offer themſelves to our choice. The one leads 
towards the goods of the. mind ; the other towards, 
thoſe of fortune. The former, which is 
only by ihe few, engages us chiefly in forming our 
principles regulating our di „ improveing all -. 
our inward powers. The latter, which in every age 
has been followed by the multitude, points at no other 
end but attaining theconveniencies and pleaſures of ex- 
_ ternal liſe. H is obvious that, in this laſt purſuit, 
the vanity, of the world will encounter us at ever 
flep: For this is the region in which it reigns, and 
where it, chiefly ciſplays is power. At the ſame . 
time, to lay the world. totally out of view is a vain 
attempt. The numberleſs ties by which we are con- 
nected with external things, put it out of our power. 
to behold them with. indifference. But though we 
cannot wrap ourſelves up entirely iu the care of the. 
mind, yet the more we make its welfare our chieß 
object, the nearer (hall we approach to that happy 
ce on the world which places us book 
the reach of ſuffering from its vanity... - 

That dicipline, therefore, which cerrects the qa» 
gerneſs of worldly paſſions. which fortifies wy 4 
with virtpous principles, which enlighteny the mind 
with uſeful. v4. vg and furniſhes to it matter of. 


enjoyment from within itſelf, is of more canſequence. | 


ig real feheity, than all the prov iſion which we can, 


our chief Let us keep tie heart with. old | 
fore e KK. te, is 


make of the goods of lg To this let us bend -- 
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1 o, the projet , .. 


us account our mind the moſt important prob inc 


which is committed to our care; and i we cannot 
” rule fortune, ſtudy at leaſt to rule ourfelves. Let us 
. E for our object, not worldly furceſs, hielt 

it depends nog on us to obtain, but that ' upright and 
hopurable diſcharge of our duty in every conjuncture, 


Which through the divine afſiſtarice; is brd 4 


our power, Let our happineſs be fought where 
eur proper — is ſound; and that be accounted 
our only rea] evil, which is the evil of our nature; 


that, which is either the appointment of Provi- 


dence, or which ariſes from the evit ef others. 


Bor in order to carry on with ſucceſs this rational 


and manly plan of conduct, it is neceſſaty in the laſt 
— that to moral, we join feligions diſcipline. 
nder the preſent imgerde ben of our minds, and 


W- amidſt the frequent ſhocks which we receive from 


human evils, much do we ſtand in need of every af- 
ſiſtance for fupporting our conſtatiey. Of all affiſtance 


to which we can have tecourſe, nome is ſo pbwerful as 


What may be derived from the principles of the 
Chriſtian faith. He who builds on ary other foun- 
dation will find, in the day of trial, that he had built 
his houſe on the ſand. Man is formed by his nature 
8 look ug to a ſeperiour Being, and to lean upon x 

treng | d 
_ gderations which we can offer for conferming tis mind, 


preſuppoſe this reſource, and drive from” it their 


mciple efficacy. _— 7 TT 
"Never then let vs looſe ſight of thoſe grent obje & 


= which religion bringe under our view, if we hope to 


ſtand firm and ereQ amidft the dangers and tfiffreſſes 


of our preſent ſtate IL. t us culrivate all that conneQi- 


on with the great Father of Spirits which dur con- 
dition admits ; by biety and prayer; by dependence 
on his aid, and truſt in his promiſes; by de vout 
ſenſeof his pre ence, and 4 continual endeafour to ac- 


quire his grace and favour. Let us, "with on 


is greater than his own. All the conſi- 
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- Side Sliced: commit ourſelves to the bleſſed 


Redeemer of the world ; encouraged by the diſcore- 


ries which he has made to us of the divine merey, 
and by the hopes which he has afforded us of being 
e the kingdom 
of God. 80 ſhall virtue grounded upon piety, attaiy 
its full ſtrength. Inſpired with a reſigious ſpirit, 
guided by rational principles, we ſhall be | 
to hold a fteady courſe through this mixed region of 
pleaſure and pain, of hopes and fears z until the pe- 
riod arive when that cloud which the preſent vanity 
of the world throws over human affairs ſhall entirely - 


diſappearß and eternal _ be Glued over * the . 


works and Wo" 9. 


8 E R M 0 N XIII. 


. 7 "Pau . 4 . & 


Yea thought / wats through the valley of \the þ wreck "Ef 
| of death, 1 will fear no evils for thaw art withime; | 
2 mm. i 


ms Plaim exhibits the plecting bi dure of a © 1 
pious man rejoicing in the goodneſ of Hevn. 
He looks around him 00 his eitate,/ and bis heart 1 


overflows with gratitude. When he reviews the/paſt 
part of his life, he couemplates God av his ſbepher 4 
who hath made him lie datum in, green paſiutes, and led. 
him beſide the ſtill waters. When he confiders the 
preſent, he heholds his divine benefaQor preparing 4 
table for bim in the preſence of his enemios, and making. 
nit cp run over When he looks forward to the fu- 
ture, he confides in the ſame ſa, as cont to 


1 of tis life, 3 7 * 


images of tranquillity and happineſs, 


nn * 
* pats 


339 _ 3 3 5 2 
dwell in the houſe « the, Ls {or cur. Amidit theſs 
one obje& pre- 
ſents itſelf, which is ſufficient co overcaſt the: minds 
and io damp. the j joy of. the greateſ) 
that j is, the — wu of. death. But on the Pſalmiſt 
it produced ns ſuch effect. With perfect compoſure 


and ſerenity he looks forward to the time when he ib 


to paſs through ihe valley of the ſhadrw of death, 


The proſpect, inſtead of dejecting him. * 1 | 


heighten bis triumph, by that ſecority which the 
ſence of his almighty 
no evil, for 5 art * me: and purſuing the 

: alluſion; with which he had begun, exults iet the hope 
that the ſhepherd who had hitherto conducted him 
would ſupport him with his ffs while he paſſed 
through that dark and and with his 
rod, or 6 crook, would guard him from — 


: by cl is the happy diſtinQion-which good men en- 
joy, in a ſituation the moſt formidable to human na- 
ture. That threazening ſpectre which appalls others, 


carries no terrour to them. While worldly men are 

N ſaid: rough ſcar ef death to be alf their life-time 

: =Y to bandage, to the righteous only it belongs to 
on daeth, and mile. | Since then it is in the 


ower of religion to confer upon us ſo high a privi- 


laſt ſoe whom wwe muſt all encouster. Let us c 
ſider what. death is in itſelf and by what means good 
men ate enabled to meet it with fortitude. - Though 
the ſubject may be reckoned gloomy, it muſt be ad- 
mitted to be intereſting. The cloſe of life is a ſolemn 


and important event, to which-every wiſe man will 


| have regard in the general tenour of bis conduct, 
No one can act his part with propriety, v ho conſiders 


not how it is to-terminate-; and to exclude;from our 
F thoughts what we cannot pie vent from:;-aQually ta- 
1 W WWn as; | 


part of men; 
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guardian afforded him. vill 


der on adventyre/ to contemplate ſteadily u, 


ase ee end L. NF 
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eee a. 


'N tation by refleQing on 3 2 4 
i. as Chtiſtians, wg en 


bear of death, beyond. that, hoky 


chal and 2 2 


| ever exerciſed by God ; 
neſs of. the Ao 


" ined Fr are in 


N its uſeſn] and 
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b, Death. 


| for, over the 
man 'whoſe nti- 
ment is now before us. 1 = objects mY which 
he beheld mo the 1 types and figur es, 
ate clearly revealed to us. 
which in his days began to open, 
That life add immorality,, which t _—_ 
on the world, have now ſhone forth. wy 
and fplepdour, "F XP 


w completed, 
ly daw 
full lig] 


ſeparation of the ſoul from the body; as the concly- 
foo the. proſe ent 14 Va the entrance into a new 
wy 10 40 


firſt view, it is regarded 
onizt « wg In the ſecond, it is melan- 


£> One of the firſt enquiries which occursconcer- 


vernmen of a gracio 
fe was loaded with * 


Wow 77 45 25 
the at My 1 
the Say 5. But 


bſolutely it 
ka Th Df oven 


guar bar of hf. Ti 


Ley 


y excite in every. in 


diſtreſſes of. life with patience, They, prompt bim 


neceſſaty labqyrs with 
— 7 {rom many. of thoſe e 
wauld be endangered. 
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n ahe 1 


e e : 


ning > Bing Lick rs was clothed with al theſe, ter- : 
rp Wy ape us. Be- 
ming _—_ * 


of: death. e © "44 | 
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DEATH "be conſidered in three views; wake . 


ng In the third, t is awful andalar- bs 


ifire.. of ſelf-prefervation, which, is nay 
tures firſt FEA 3 reconcile him to bearing tb 


_- foundto 


* 


S 


a r 
x... = T 


dual, they are at the ſame time, the ſaſeguard of ſo- 
ciety. If death were not "dreaded n as 
it is by men, no public order could de preſerved in 
the world. The ſword of authority were lifted up 
in vain. The farQtions of law weuld loſe their ef- 
fe&. The ſcaffeld and the executioner would be de- 
rided ; and the violent left to trample unreſtrained 
on the rights of the peaceful. If, notwiihſtanding the 
reſtraints which ſelt- preſervation impoſes, ſociety is 
jo often diſturbed by the crimes of the wicked, what a 


ſeeene of confuſion would it become, if capital pu- 


niſhments, which are the laff reſource of government, 
were of no influence to deter offenders T 
For ſuch importance ends the concluſion of lite 
has,' by the appointment of Providence, been made 
an awful object. The valley of death has been plant- 
ed with terrours to the apprehenſion of men. Here, 
as in many 8 2 ſeemed at firſt to 
arraign the goodneſs of the Deity, is upon enquic) 

x n it. But though, for the Bol 2 
purpoſet, it was rec;uiſite ihat the fear of death ſhould = 
de 2 powerful prirciple in human natpire, yet, like 
our other xropenſities, it is apt, when left ſo itſeff, 
| to run into exceſs. Over many it uſurps ſuch an 
aſcendant as to debaſe their character, and to defend 
the chief ends of living. - To preſerve it withinſuch 
bounds that it ſhall not interapt us in performing the 
proper offices and duties of life, is the diſtinction of 
the brave man above the coward ; and to ſur mount 
it in fuch 4 2 that is ſhall w_ even in near 

oſpect, deject our ſpirit, er trouble our peace, is 
| Lock — fo ons E virtue enjoys above guilt. 
It has been the ſtudy of the ee in 
every age, io attain this ſtexadimeſs of mind. Philo- 

ſophy purſued it as its Thief object and profeſſed 
ttat the great end of ite diſcipime was, to evdble Its 
. votaries to conquer the fear of death. Let us then, 
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„„ fag- Þ 
TS perhaps, 
CO ITE” ; and though the armour. 
which — y of proof, it mar, 
ſerve, however, to turn aſide, or to blunt ſome f , 

| n e 17 > oo 
Arran this manner the may be. fu oſed to: ad- | 
dreſs mankind, in order to reconſile toe their 
fate. Children of men | it is wel — 7 = 
/ tht you are a mortal race. Death is the law of your - / 
nature, the tribute of your being, the debt which _ - - 
all are bound to pay. On theſe terme v re- 
_ - Ceived life, that you ſhould be — — þ 
when Proviedence calls you to make room 
F 7 their — or | 
you. He who is unwilling to ſubmit to death 
when — ae: it, — en ary 222 ; 
ou might as reaſonably comp you not 
live before the time appointed fcr your: eoming into 
the world, as; lament that you are not wo—_ 
when the period of 22322 2 
divine Providence hath hade 2 deres pro 
- dence ought to comply with chearfally: Submit at 
ay rate you muſt z and is it not much bener in bit- 
low = 3 than to be reluct- 
antly, a ? What privilege have you to = 
lead, or what reaſon to urge, — will +5 poſ-= _*7'F 
= is an exemption from the common doom? All things 
Is " — are mortal and periſhing. Cities, ſtates, 
and empires have their periods ſet. The 8 
- monuments of human art moulder into duſt. Even 
 ——_— 1 old and decay. In the 
this umverſal tendency to change, could you 
expect that to your frame alone 2 permanent duration 
| ſhould be given?” All who have bfore you have 
- tubmitted to the ——— All-who are to 
ra. | great 


ner 


| -þ rits ; for when the force of the mind is — there 


— x. 


| gra abi ths nad; en 2 


ndosved and the obſcufe, trays} — 
which leads to the grave. At the moment when you 


expire, *. throug hout the world ſhall, 
- with you, be yielding up their breath; "Can -4 
held # great calamity which is common to you with 


every thing that lives on earth ;. which is an event as 


much according ti the cou fe of tiature a3 it is that 
Leaves ſhould fall in autumn, or the Fruit ſhoule drop 

rom the tree hen it is fullyripe? /: 
de pain of death cannot be very longs and is pro- 


 bably leſs ſevere than what r 


experienced. The of Neath is more terrifying 


tion ihat it owes its chief power of de} 


your ſpi- 


: #-almoſt no paſſion in (ur nature but What has 
rr the fear of ' death. 
Honour hes defied death; love has deſpiſed n'; fh 
has ruſted upon it ; revenge jus dilregardedit ; grief 

a thouſand times has wifhed ſor it. bu ſtrange 

F — connͥut give hto 

- formount! that fear, which, evin in minds, fo 

manny paſſions have cc ? "What inconſiſtency 
i there in io moch of the evils of life, 

- and being ery wang bo ſo afraid of what is to 

terminate them alt? Who can tell whether his future 

life might not teem with diſaſters and miſeries, as 
= 2 be prelonged according to his 

_ wiſh?:Atany rate; is it deſiruble to draw lite out to 

the laſt dregs, and to wait till vid age pour upon 

vou its/whol ſtore of diſeaſes and ſorrows ) Fou ſa- 

R= are to die ; hut did you view your ſi- 

properly, you would have much reater Cauſe 

kee yo ou were chained to this fi gre" 
years; without poſſi releaſe 

+8 © Tapeicherdfore, calmly that” 8 

„ſelf, * a 
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2 res ohne i be ef dt 
avnil to- quiet its alarms. In order to afford relief, 
you muſt give it hope ; you muſf promiſe it prote@i= 
wn muſt offer ad 5 which it can lay 
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aur 'exiftence'; the final period Pay more 
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t of day ; io every posſuit which, had» occupied 


our attention as citizens of the world z — 25 . 
friend and relation who bad attached n 
Bier dejeQing is thethought to. ile greateft part of 
. that che fun ſhall riſe; and the ſeaſons ſhall} 
; | return 10 others, but no moge "to them; dad un 
while their neighbours are inthe uſual affairs 
wikis, they ſh ſnall be ſhut up in a dark and loneſome 
Makes, forgottes,: In —— | 


07/0 more with the inhabif ants of the % 
(Lot vow a e gage e ee: 
are apt to ak at inch a juncture, will bear 
| to the degree of our attachmenztothe obj whit 
leave, andto the importance of thoſeſ revurces which 
_ remain with us when _ are gone. He who-is taking. 
farewel of a coantry which he bad' travelled 
with ſatisfaQion, and he who is drivenirom his native 
Land, with which he Bad comeBtd every do fe 
ment aad comfort will Have very different feeli | 
the time of Such is the difference 2 | 
the hour of death, takes place between the-righteous 
and the ungodly. 'Fhe latier knows nothing: higher or 
better than the preſen. ſtate ofexiſtence. His intereſts, 
his pleaſures, his expectations, all centered here. He 
lived folely for the enjoyments of this world. Dreadtol, 
therefore, and inſuppottable muſt be that event winch 
ſeparates him from theſe: for ever. Whereas the 
culture of religion had y- formed the mind of 
2 Chriſtian for g calm and eaſy tranſition from this 
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are unknown to the men of the world. 5 
attached to life by the natutal aeg 29 


only to à ſut. 
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 expeQed '2 removal 3 and when Providence 
1 ſignal, he bids adieu to the world: with chin 
poſed reſolution, and undiſturbed heart. M | >. 
death .intetr ns in ide middle of his defi TR. 
and break ne hed formato be. +344 
e e e e e! Ache be IH 
leaves with tranquility in the hands of that Providence 


reſignation-z which governed the wore witely" 
graciouſly: before he add and which . 
2 — with equal wiſdom 
whetthe all be in it no more! — — 85 
of his departure was not left to his n choice but 
be believes it to be. the molt: bocuſe it 3 1 
time: choſen by Him who 2 


is, not. that which flandeth: in „ une nor 
that w red by miner of year ©. 25 
dom is the grey hair 1 man 5 and av anſpotted l is _ 


ald age. When he. behollie his friends and velarions + 
A around bim, hischeart may melt, en. 

erpowered ; for it is relieved by the thought 
dher he in bidding them | only: w/remporary/ not” as 
eternal farewe}; He 'commends'them, in the mean 
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N. Under this. view, .it has .often-i-been "the 
ſubjeQ: of terrour to the ſeriqus and 3 Phe 
ny vo I) Bo: 
fore them lay a vaſt undiſcovered region, ſrom | 
| bounds no traveller ever returned to bri 
on of the reception. which. he found, face req ne | 
which be met with. there, The fd conception 
_ «which —— itſelf is, that the diſembodied ipirit 
is to, appear before its Creatar, who is then to 48 
| as. its 55 The ſtrict inquiſiion which it muſt 
.Impartial doom which it muſt hear | 
: n which it 85 
E er, are awful forms riſin cbefore — 
nation. They ate ideas which conſcience forces upon 
all. Mankind can neither avoid conſidering hem 


elves, as accountable creaturey, -nor avoid viewing 
as the ſeaſon hen their · account is tobe 7 
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PE OPT note we NERD ++ 
_ diſeaſe, and their minds impreſſed with the terrqurs:. 
of an inviſible. region ; the . moſt reſolute. are apt W + 
deipond, and eyen the virtuous are in danger of ſink- 
ing under the rethembrance of their errours and fraile.— 
ties. The trembling mind caſts every where around - 
an anxious exploring eye after any power that en 
uphold, any mercy. that will ſhield and ſave it. And 4 
ac jy we (ee how eagetly every device. has. 
been e which ſuperſtition could invent in vari- 
2 the alarms of SIR 


2 great importones of thoſe diſed+ 
veries which Chriſtianity has made coricerbing the 
government of the univerſe. . It diſplays the enſiguns 
of grace and clemency. dt reveals,the Almighty nat- 1 
as à creator only and a judge but as a | 
_ - parent, wude dee eur frame, who remembers we are. 
duſt, whe pilies us gs. a father pitioth his ebiliren ; and 
uli whom there is forgiveneſs, that he may beloved. _ 
as. well ds feared. Theſe general views, Bo. 
ever, of the dine adminiſtration, would not have 
been ſufficient to give. full retief, if they had: not been 
confirmed by certain deciſive facts, to which tb 
mind can appeal amidſt all its doubts and fears. — * 
ſuch facts the Goſpel holds forth to us, 
adapted to che ſuuation of human nature in its grea- 
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ee dest extremity; Ie atenement, aud tha — 1 
out _ of Chriſt. There is no centimem mote natutalits: © 
a men than this, that guilt mult be enpisted, by ſuffers — © 
ighe ing- All government is founded on the principle, + 
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_ Governour of the world, as mercyfulto eng. vey in . 
BE conſiſtency with” juſtice and order.” But Alt ſome 4 
anxiety might remain conc the extenſion of 7 


that'mercy to our own caſe in part 


power is always formidable, lad: would be ready te 
_ overwhelm the ſpirit of the feeble, were not an inter - 

ceſſor with that ſovereign revealed. This interceſſor 
is one who lived and adted in our on nature; who. 


not only knows but who experienced our frailty . 


who has all the feelings of a brothet for human intir- 
mity and diſtreſs ; who himſelt paſſec through that 
vally of the ſbadew of death which is now opening an” 
us; to whoſe powerful mediation with A ey 
have every nt to commit the charge of 
EE 
Chriſtianity has * for comforting the laſt houre 
of man. The atonement, atd the interceſſion of 
Chriſt, are the refuſe of the penitent ſinner; and the 


conſolation-of' the ſaint. By their means the threne 
The cloud 


of the univerſe is enciccled with merry. 
which hung over the inviſible world begins to be diſ- 
perſed ; and hope brightens through the gloom. 
_ v BuyTwhat-completes the triumph IT 
over death is, the proſpeQ of eternal felicity. This 
wat the great object after which all tations have 
ſighed; as the only complete remedy both of the mi- 
ſeries of life nnd ths fone of death On this, the 
learned and the ignorant, the civilized and the ſavage 


trides. of mankind bent their longing eyer;; eagerly” 


_ graſping at every argument, and V indulging 5 


. every hope, that could promiſe em a propituous/ 
_ Deity, aud Ar of exiſtence in a happier 
ſtate. But wiſhes and feeble ex 
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diſlolution, left in painful ſuſpenſe. Chriſtanity has 


put an end to all heſitation and doubt on this impor- 
tant ſubject. It has drawn aſide the veil through . 
which 1 to penetrate ; and has diſplayed 
to full view the tut 


ure dwellings of the ſpirits of the 
juſt, the manſions of everlaſting reſt, the city of the 


king Ged. Not only has it informed us that a ſtate || 


of perfect felicity is prepared for the righteous, but 
it has added to this information a variety of citeum- 


ſtances which render that ſtate ſenſible to our imagi- 


nation, and encouraging to our hopes. It repreſents 


it as fully ſecured by the gracious undertaking of the 


Saviour of the world. It deſcribes it as an in ſeritance, 


to which he has given nis followers a right and title, 


He is ſaid to have taken poſſeſſion of it in their name. 


He roſe from the grave as the fer ſi-fruits of them. that 


Peep and under the character of their fore-rumer, enter- 
ed into the heavenly regions. I am the reſurrect ion and 
the life. He that believeth on me, though he were 


dead, yet ſhall he live. I give unto my ſbeap eternal life, . 
I aſcend to my Father and your Father, to my God and 


your Gad. 


Hence, to thoſe who have lived; a vixtuous life, 
and who die in the faith of Chriſt, the whole aſpe& 
of death is changed. Death is to them no longer 
the tyrant who approaches with his iron rod, but : 
meſſenger who. brings the tidings of life and liberty, 
The proſpects which open to them cheer their minds. 


Even in the vally of death's ſhade,. green paſtures ap- 


pear to riſe. They view themſelves as going forth, 
not to lie ſilent and ſolitary in the darkneſsof the grave, 
' not to wander foriaken- in the wide deſerts of the 


univerſe, not even to paſs into a region where t 
are altogether ſtrangers and unknown; but to — 


on a land, new indeed to ſight, but by faith and hope 
frequented long before ; where they ſhall continue 
d o be under the charge of him who hath hitherto 
deen their guardian, be - re-united to many of their 
. _— _ - 
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ancient and beloved friends, and admitted to join in the 
innumerable multitude, gat bored out of 2 and 
fongues and 
They leave behind the dr 
this confined and 
_ univerſe, for the glorious 
houſe. oth nga 
bleſſed the dead in thi 


of their nature ; and 


manſions of their Father's 
are they dying in th is hope, and 


detained at preſent in the outer court of the temple : 
| Deathadmits them into the holy place. As yet they ſo- 
rn in the territories of pilgrimage and exile: Death 


8 


vith the worthleſs and the vile: Death united 


eh of 2 they ſeemed to die, and their _ 
| Pariure wa taken for utter defirufiion. But they ar. 
in T heir reward alſo is with the Lord, and the 


is now - thy fling f O Grave! where is thy victory? 
Where are the terrours with which thou haſt: fo 
yy I affrighted the nations? Where are the dreary 

the defolate domains, the haunts of tpeQres and 


ſhades, the abhorred dwellings of darkneſs and cur- | 


? At the touch of the divine rod, thy viſio» 


— the celeſtial morning ha diſpelled thy dif- 
mal gloom ; and inſtead of the habitation of of droge, 
appears the of God. 

Bur ſuppoſing both the regret of quitting life, and 
thedreatot entering into a future ſtate to be overcome, 
there is ſtill ene circumſtance which renders death 
3 yarn en that is, the ſhock which nature 

ſain at the ſeparation of the foul 
* Nabe Formidable, I admit, this may juſt- 
ly render it to them'whoſe languiſhing: ſpirits have no 
3 9 Firme 
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People, who ee the throne of God. 
y apartment of the | 


e tals. Page © $2” 


— ing from their la- ; 
— — their works. Good men are | 


them home to the native land of Spirits. In 
this world they are divides from one another, and 


in one aſſembly all the pure and the juſt. In the 


care of them evith the moſt High.—— O Death! where 


horrours have fled. The ſpell iz broken. The 
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ſtrength is ſupplied by religion. 


Joy; raiſed by divine proſpects and hopes into an en- 
tire neglect and comempt of hodily fu 
It is not without reaſon that a 2 aſſiſtance 
from heaven is looked for by good men, at the hour 
of death. As they are taught to believe, that in all 


ous men in every age. My 
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neſs and ram of ming is Fein 7 requi 
the ſupport of nature in its la — * 


a good conſcience, and the remembrance of a virtu- 


ous life, a well-grounded truſt in the divine accept · 
_ ance, and a firm hope of future felicity, are princi- 
_ ples ſufficient to give 
heart, even in the midſt of 


and fortitude to- the 


agony. In what a 
degree they can ſuſpend or alleviate the pation + 


pain, has been fully demonſtrated by the magnani- 


mous behaviour of ſuch as have ſuffered death in the 
cauſe of conſcience and religion. How often has the 
world beheld them advancing to meet that ſuppoſed 
king of terrours, not with calmneſs: only, but with 


5 


the emergencies of their life divine goodneſs has 


watched over them, they have ground to conclude, 


that at the laſt it will not forſake them; but that it 


the ſeaſon when its aid is molt neaded; it ſhall be 


moſt liberally communicated. Accor 0 
ſuaſion ſo congruous to the benignity 2 ge 


of neee. of pi» 


but God is the ftrength of 


the ſhadow death [ will fear no evil, 
with me. 


for thou art 


nature needs no other ſu The ſecret inſluence 
ol his reviving ſpirit is for their conſolation 
12 — 8 
wt RI RE 5 
be broken, their Almighty Protector carries off the im- 


| J 
3 mortal ſpirit unhurt by the fall of its earthly tabernacle, 
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fleſb and my Jeart fotleth, 
my heart. In the vally of 


hen the rod and ſtaff of this ſhepherd of 
Iſrael are held forth to his . — 
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1 „ Death. 


and places it ina better manſion. —How reſpeQable 
and happy is ſuch a concluſion of human life, when | 
one in this manner quits the ſtage of time, honour- 
eld and ſupported with the preſence of his Creator, 


36 and enjoying, till the laſt moment of refleQtion, the 


Pleaſing thought, that he has not lived in vain } : 


| Have fought a good fight ; I have finiſhed my courſe ; 


Aave kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up * 
me a crown of rigbtecuſuſi, which the Lor d the righ- 
zeous judge ſhall give me at that day. 

' AFTER the view which we have taken of the ad- 
vantages poſſeſſed by men for overcoming the 


ears . death, the firſt ſentiment which ſhould ariſe 
In our minds is gratitude to Heaven for the hopes 
which we enjoy X7 means of the Chriſtian religion. 


calamitous was the human con- 


How depreſſed a 


dition, as long as the terrour of death hung, like a 
dark cloud, over the inhabitants of the earth; when, 
_ after all the toils of life, the melancholy Glence of 
the grave appeared finally to cloſe the ſcene of exiſ- 
tence; or, if a future ſtate opened behind it, that 
Nate teemed with all thoſe forms of horrour which 
conſcious guilt could ſuggeſt to a terrified imaginati- 
on! The happieſt change which ever took place in 
the circumſtances of the human race, is that produ- 


red by the diſcoveries with which we are bleſſed con- 


5 2 the government of the univerſe, the redemp- 


the world, and the future deſtination of man. 
How much 12 is thereby added to the human 
character and 


due to him who, according to his abundant 


mercy, 
bath begotten us again inte a lively hopry by the reſurece 
rion of Feſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheritance in- 
* corruptible, undefiled, and that faded not e, re- 
ſerved in Heaven? 
Tux next effed which the ubj eQ we have con- 
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| thoſe advantages which good men enjoy a their 
death. The read which leads to them is plain and - 
obvious. A peaceful and happy death is, by the ap- 


pointment of Heaven, connected with a holy and vir- 


tuous life. Let us renounce criminal purſuits and 


pleaſures ; let us fear God and keep his command- 
ments; let us bold ſaith and good conſcience, if we hope 
for comfort at our laſt hour. To prepare for this 
laſt hour, every wiſe man ſhould conſider as his moſt 
important concern, Death may juſtly be held the 
teſt of life. Let a man have ſupported his charafter 
with eſteem and applauſe, as long as he aQed on the 
buſy ſtage of the world, if at the end he ſinks into 


dejection and terroursall his former honour is effaced 3 
- he depants under the imputation of either a guilty 


conſcience, or a puſillanimous mind. In the other 
parts of human conduQ, diſguiſe and ſubtlety 
impoſe on the world; but ſeldom can artifice be ſ 
ported in the hour of death. The maſk moſt com- 
ppears. 


compoſure and dignity, we naturally infer integrit 
an fortitude. We ure led to believe that divine af 


ſiſtance ſupports the ſoul, and we preſage its tranſiti- 


on into a happier manſion. Mark the perfett man 


and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace. 


+ THE laſt ioſtruftion which our ſubjeQ points out, 


reſpects the manner in which a, wife and good man 
| ought to ſtand affected towards life and death. He 


ought not to be ſervilely attached to the one. He 


has no reaſon abjeQly to dread the other. Lite is the 


gift of God, which he may juſtly cheriſh and hold 


dear. Nay, he is bound by all fair means to guard 


and preſerye it, that he may continue to be uſeful in 
that uu of duty where Providence has placed him. 
But there are higher principles to which the love of 


- life ſhould remain ſubordinate. Wherever religion, 
Vi. tue, or true honour, call him forth to dang 


er, life 
ought 
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| ought to be hazarded withour fear. There bag 
nerous contempt of death which ſhould diftinguiſh 
thoſe who live and walk by the faith of immoraliy.. 
This is the ſource of courage in a Chriſtian. His be- 
haviour ought to ſhew the elevation of his foul above 
the preſent world; ought to diſcover the liberty 
which he poſleſſes of following the native ſentiments 
of his mind, without any of thoſe reſtraints and ſet- 
ters which the fear of death impoſes on vicious men, 
At the ſame time, this rational contempt of death 
muſt carefully be diſtinguiſhed from that inconſiderate 
end thoughtleſs indifference, with- which ſome have 
affected to treat it. This is what cannot be juſtified 
on any principle of reaſon. Human life is no trifle, 
Vhich men may play away at their pleaſtue. Death, 
ia every view, is an important event. It is the moſt 
* criſis of the human exiſtence. A good man 
eaſon to meet it with a calm and firm mind But 
no man is entitled to treat it with oſtenatitous levity. 
It calls for manly feriouſneſs of thought. It requi. es all 
the recolleQion of which we are capable; that with 
the proper diſpoſition of dependent beings, when 
tho duſt is about to return to its duff, we oy cehives 
vp the ſpirit to Him who gave it. up 


SERMON XXIV. 


Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

REveLaAT. vi. 9. 

Aſter this I beheld, and, lo | à great multitude, which no 

man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 

and pecple, and tongues fload before the thrune, and 
bejare the Lamb;cluhed with white robes, and palm; 

in their hands. 


EN this my ſterious desk of Ecripture many revolu- - 
1 tions are n. which: were to take place 1 4 the 
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church of God. They are not indeed ſoforetald a3 to 
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afford clear and preciſeinformation concerning the time 
of their coming to paſs. It would have been, on 
accounts, improper to have liſted up too far that awful 
veil which covers futurity. The intention of the Spirit 


. of God was not bs gratify the curioſity of the learned, 


by di{clofing te them the fate of monarchiesandnations, 
but to ſatisty the ſerious concerning the geheral plan, 
and ñ nal iſſue, ot the divine government. Amidſt thoſe 
diſtreſſesw hich befel Chriſtians during the firſt ages, the 


diſcoveries made in this book were peculiarly ſeaſunable 


as they ſhewed that there was an Almighty Guardian, 
who watched with particular attention over the in- 


tereſts of the church which he had formed; who 


föreſaw all the commorions which were to 


among the kingdoms of the earth, and wauld ſo over- 


rule them as to promote in the end the caule of truth. 
This is the chief ſcope of thoſe myſtic viſions with 


| which the Apoſtle John was favoured; of ſeals open 


ed in Heaven; of trumpets founding; and via 
poured forth. The kingdom of darkneſs was to 
maintain for a while a violent ſtruggle againſt the 


kingdom of light. But at the concluſion, a voice was | 


to be heard, as the woice of many waters and of mighty 
thunderings, ſaying Alleluiab, for the Lord God m 
potent reigneth. T he kingdoms of this warld are become 
the kingdoms of cur Lord, and of his Cbriſt, and te 


fall reign for ever. Such is the proſpect with which 


the divine Spirit at intervals enlightens, and with 
which he finally terminates, the many dark and 
direful ſcenes that are exhibited in this book. Ia 
cloſing the. canon of Scripture, he, with great Dons 
Priety, leaves upon our mind deep impreſſions of the 


' triumphs of righteouſneſs, and of the bleſſedne ſs of the 


redeemer. After this Tbeheld, and, le ! a great multitude, 
whichno man could number, of all nations ond kindreds, and 
People, and tongues, ſtood before the throne and, before tbe 


Luan, elatbed with white robes, and palms in their hands. 
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Theſe words preſent a beautiful defcription of the 


= * : 


happineſs of ſaints in heaven; a ſubje& on which it 
is, at all times, both comfortable and improving to 
meditate, On this day, in particular, when we are 


to commemorate the dying love of our Saviour, we 


cannot be better oyed than in contemplating. 


what his love hath purchaſed ; in order both to awa- 


ken our gratitude, and to confirm. our atachment to 
him. The m̃crament of the ſupper is the oath of our 


fidelity. Let us diſpoſe ourſelves for celebrating it, 
by taking a view of the rewards which await the 
faithful. I ſhall, for this end, in ſeveral obſervations 
from the words of the text, taken in connectiotr 
with the context, endeavour to illuſtrate, in ſome 


_ imperfe& degree, the proſpe& which is here afforded 
us of a ftate of ſuture felicity ; and then fhall make 


Practical improvement of the ſubjeQ. LR 
I. Wuar the words of the text moſt obviouſly 
ſuggeſt is, that heaven is to be conſidered as a ſtare 
of bleſſed ſociety. A multitude, a numerous aſſem- 
bly, are here repreſented as ſharing together the ſame 
| felicity and honour. Without ſociety, it is impoſ- 
ſible for a man to be happy. Place him in a region 


where he was furrounded with every pleaſure ; yet 


there, if he found himſelf a ſolitary individual, he 
would pine and languiſh. They are not merely our 
wants, and our mutual dependence, but our native 


 InſtinQs alſo, which impel us to aſſociate together. 
intercourſe which we here] maintains with our 


fellows, is a ſource of our chief enjoyments. But, 
_ alas! how much are theſe allayed by a variety of dif- 


nexiors | Sometimes we ſuffer from the diſtreſſes of 


| thoſe whom we love; and ſometimes from their vices 
or frailties. Where friendſhip is cordial, it is expoſed 


io the wounds of painful ſympathy, and to the an- 


guiſh of violent ſeparation, Where it is ſo cool as 


ver pro- 


not to occaſion ſympathetic pains, it is ne 
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. agreeable circumſtances that enter inte all our con- 
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| ductive of much pleaſure. They ordinary commerce 
. | of the world conſiſts in a circulation of frivolous inter- 
courſe, in which the heart has no concern, It is ge- 
nerally inſipid, and often ſoured by the ſlighteſt dif« 
ference in humour, or oppoſnion of intereſt. We 
| fly to company in order to be relieved from weariſome 
correſpondence with ourſelves; and the vexations 
which we meet with in ſociety, drive us back again 
into ſolitude. Even among the virtuous, diſſentions 
ariſe ; and diſagreement in opinion too often produces 
alienation of heart. We form few connexions where 
ſomewhat dces not occur io diſappoint apr hopes. 
The heginnings are often pleaſing, We flatter our- 
| ſelves with having found thoſe who will never give us 
any diſguſt. But weakneſſes are too ſcon diſcovered. 
duſpicions ariſe 5 and love waxes cold. We are jea- 
lous of one another, and accuſtomed to live in diſ> 
guiſe. A ſtudied civility aſſumes the name without 
the. pleaſure of friendſhip ; and ſecret animoſity and 
envy are often concealed under the careſſes of diſſem- 
bled affeQtion. 3 5 
Hence the pleaſure of earthly ſociety, like all our 
other pleaſures, is extremely imperfect; and can 
give us a very faint conception of the joy that muſt 
_ ariſe from the ſociety of perfect ſpirits in a happier 
world. Here, it is with difficulty that we can ſelect 
from the corrupted crowd a few with whom we wiſh | 
to aſſociate in ſti ict union. There are aſſembled all 
the wiſe, the holy, and the juſt who evec exiſted in 
the univerſe of God ; without any diſtreſs to trouble 
their mutual blifs, or any ſource of diſagreement to 
interrupt their perpetual harmony. Artifice and con- 
cealment are unknown there. There, no competi- 
tors ſtruggle ; no faQtions contend ; no rivals ſup- 
plant each other. The voice of diſcord never riſes, 
the whiſper of ſuſpicion never circulates, among thoſe 
i innocent and benevolent ſpiriis. Each happy, in him» 
fel, participates inthe Happineſs of all the reſt ; and 
2 tn | "08 = x 
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370. - On the Hoppineſn _ 
| by reciprocal communications of love and friendſhips 
| at crce receives from, ard adds to the ſum of gene“ 
ral felicity. Renew the memory of the moſt afﬀfec* 
tionate friends with whom you were bleſt in any pe“ 
riod of your life. Diveſt them of all thoſe we 3a 
ties which adhere. to the human character. Recaf 
110 the mcſt pleaſing and terder moments which 
vou ever enjoyed in the ſociety ; ard the. remem- 
brance ot thoſe ſenſations may aſſiſt j ou in concerv- 
ing that felicity which is poſſe ſſed by the ſaints above, 
The happineſs of brethren dwelling together in unity, 
i, with great juſtice and beau y, compared by the 
Pſalmiſt to ſuch things as are moſt refreſhing to the 
heart of man; to the fragrancy of the richeſt odours, 
and to the reviving ipfluence of ſoft ætherial dews, 
It is like the precious ointment poured on the head of 
Aaron; and like the dew of Hermen, even the dew that 
 deſcendeth on the mountains of Zion, where the Lord 
eommandeth the bleſſing, even life for evermore. 
Be ſides the felicity which ſprings from perfect love, 
there are two circumſtances which particulary en- 
hance the bleſſedneſs of that multitudt who fland be- 
fore the threne ; theſe are, acceſs to the moſt exal- 
ted ſociety ; and renewal of the moſt tender connexi- 
ons. The former is pointed out in the Scripture by 
' Joining the innumerable company of angels, and the ge- 
neral afſembly and church of the fir ſi- born; by fitting 
down with Abraham, ond Tſaac, and Jacob, in the king- i 
dom of heaven ; a promiſe which opens the ſublimeſt 
 proſpeRs to the human mind. It allows good men to 
' entertain the hope, that, ſeparated from all the dregs 
of the human maſs, from that mixed and pelluted 
crowd in midſt of which they now dwell, they ſhall 
| be permitted to mingle with prophets, patriarchs 
ard apoftles, with |k;.iſfators and heroes, with all 
thoſe great and illuſtrious ſpirits, who have ſhone in 
former ages as the ſervants of God, oi the benefac- 
tors of men; whoſe decds. we are accuſtomed to ce- 
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and whoſe names we prorounce with veneration. 
United to this high afſembly, the bleſſed at the 
ſame time renew thoſe ancient connexions and virtu- 
ous friends which had been diſſolved by death. The 


| proſpe& of this awakens in the heart the moſt plea- 


ſing and tender ſentiment which perhaps can fill it, 


in this mortal ſtate. For of all the forrows which 
we are here doomed to endure, none is fo bitter as 
that occaſioned by the fatal ſtroke which ſeparates 


us; in appearance, for ever, from thoſe to whom ei- 
ther nature or friendfhip had intimately joined our 
hearts. Memory, from time to time, renews the 
anguiſh ; opens the wound which ſeemed once to have 
been cloſed ; and by recalling joys that are paſt and 


gone, touches every ſpring of painful ſenſibility. In 


theſe agonizing moments, how relieving the thought, 
that the ſeparation is only temporary, not eternal; 
that there is a time to come of re-union with thoſe 
with whom our happieſt days are ſpent; whoſe joys 
and ſorrows once were ours; and from whom, atter 
we ſhall have landed on the peaceful ſhore where 

they dwell, no revolutions of nature ſhail ever be 


able to part us more !—-Such is the ſociety of the 
| bleſſed above. Of ſuch are the multitude compoſed 


who ſtand befire the throne. Let us now obſerve, 
II. THAT this is not only a ble ſſed but a numer- 


dus ſociety. It is called u multitude, a great multi- 


tude, a great multitude which no man could number. 
Theſe expreffions convey the moſt enlarged views of 


the kingdom of glory. Diſmay not yourſelves . 


with the apprehenſton of heaven being a confined 
and almoſt inacceſſible region, into whi. h it is barely 
poſſible for a ſmall handful to gain admiſſion, after 


| making their eſcape from the general wreck of the hu- 
man race. Inmy Father's houſe, ſaid our Saviour there 


are many mani. That city of the living God to- 


wards hich you profeſs to bend your coutſe, is pre- 


pared 


1 On the Happineſs 1 
Y. pared for the reception of citizens innumerable. | It 
already abounds with inhabitants ; and more and more 
hall be added to it, until the end of time. What- 
| ever difficulties there are in the way which leads to 
| | it, they have been often ſur mounted. The path, 
f!— though narrow, is neither impaſſable, nor untroden. 
=: h the gate ſtands not ſo wide as that which 
opens into hell, yet though the narrow gate multi- 
1 tudes have entered, and been crowned. * Nh” 
| _—- Tt is much to be lamented that among all denomi- 
nations of Chriſtians, the uncharitable ſpirit has pre- 
vailed of unwarrantably circumſcribing the terms of 
divine grace within a narrow circle of their owr draw- 
ing. The one half of « Chriſtian world has often 
doomed the other, without merey, to eternal perdi- 
tion. Without the pale of that chorch to which 
each ſeQ belongs, they ſeem to hold it impoſſible for 
falvation to be attaineg. But is this the genuine ſpirit 
of the Goſpe]# Can a Chriftian beheve the effects of 
the ſufferings of Chiiſt, to be no greater than theſe ? 
For this did the Son of God deſcend from the higheſt 
heavens, and power out his ſoul unte the death, that 
only a few who adopt the ſame modes of expreſſion, 
and join in the ſame forms of worſhip with as, might 
be brought to the kingdom of heaven ? Is this all the 
deliverance he has wrought vpen the emth ? Hr was 
with child ; 3e was in pain; and ſhall he not ſee of 
the travail of bis foul, and be ſatisfied ? Surely, the 
© Scripture has given us full ground to conelude that the 
trophies of our Redeemer's grace ſhall correſpond to 
the greatneſs of his power. The coptain of our falva- 
tion ſball bring many fons toiti himſelf to glory. The 
pleaſures of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand, He ſball 
fee bis ſeed; He ſball juftify many. . Men ſhall be 
blefſed in him, and all nations ſball call him bleſſed, 
For our farther encouragement, let us obſerve, . _ 
HE Trar the heavenly ſociety is repreſented in 
the text, as gathered out of all the varieties of the_ 
human race. This is intimated by the remarkable 
. ex pte ſſiuns 
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expreſſions of a multitude which no man could number, 
of all nations and kindreqs and people and tongues ; as if 
deſigned on purpoſe to correct our narrow notioris of 

the extent, and power of divine grace. They whom 
diſtant ſea and regions now divide, whoſe languages 
and manners are at preſent ſtrange to one another, 
ſhall then mingle in the ſame aſſembly. No ſituation 
is ſo remote, and no ſtation ſo unfavourable as to 
preclude acceſs to the heavenly — A road is 
opened by the divine ſpirit to thoſe bliſsful habitations, 


from all corners of the earth, and from all condnions 
of human life; from the peopled city, and from the 


ſolitary deſert ; from the cottages of the poor, and 


| from the palaces of kings; from thedwellings of ig- 


norance and ſimplicity, and from the regions of ſci- 
ence and improvement, they ball come, ſays our bleſs _ 


| ſed Lord himſelf, from the eaſt and from the weſt, from 


the north and from the ſouth, and fit down in the kingdom 
* Such diſcoveries ſerve both to enlarge our concep- 


tions of the extent of divine goodneſs, and to remove 
| thoſe fears which are ready to raiſe from particular 


ſituations in life. Were you permitted to draw aſide 


the veil, and to view that diverſified aſſembly of the 


bleſſed who ſurrounded the throne, you would behold 
among them numbers who have overcome {the ſame 


difficulties which encounter you, and which you dread 


as inſuperable. You would behold there, the unit. 
ſtructed, with whom an upright intention ſupplied 
the place of knowledge; the feeble, whom divice © 

grace hath ſtrengthened'; and the mifled, whom it 
had brought back into the right path. You would be- 


| hold the young who had ſurmounted the allurements -Y 
of e and the old who had born tte 
diſtreſſes 


age with undecay ed conſtancy ; mary 
whom want could not tempt to dith »heſty ; many 


whom riches did not ſeduce into pride or impiety ; 


many who in the moſt difficult and enſnaring circum- 
8 5 | ſtances, 
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374. *© ___. On the Happineſs 
ſtances, in the midſt of camps and armies and cor- 
rupted courts, had preſerved unſullied integrity. In 
a word from all kindredst and people, that is, from 
all ranks of life, aud all tribes of men, even from 
among publicans and ſinners, you would behold thoſe 
whom divine aſſiſtance had conduQted to future glory. 
And is not the ſame aſſiſtance, in its full extent, 
offered alſo to us? Encompaſſed, while we run the 
_ Chriſtian race with this cloud of witneſſes who have 
| finiſhed their courſe with ſucceſs ; animated, while 
ne fight the good fight, with the ſhouts of thoſe who 
have overcome and are crowned, ſhall deſpair ener- 
vate or deject our minds? From the happy multitude 
above, there iſſues a voice which cught to ſound 
perpetually in the ear of faith, Be ye faithful unto 
tie death, and ye fball receive the crown of liſe; Be 
fireng in the Lord an in the power of lis might ; Be 
followers of us who through faith and patience are now 
inheriting the promiſes. Con ſider, „ 
IV. Tux deſcription given in the text of the ha 
zineſs and glory of the heavenly ſociety. They were 
beheld by the apoſtle fanding before the throne, and 
be ſere the lamb, cloathed with white rebes and palm in 
their hands. All that theſe palms and white robes 
import, it is not given us now to underſtand. We 
know that among all nations they have been uſed as 
enfigns of joy = victory; and are undoubtedly em- 
ploy ed here to repreſent that diſtinguiſhed telicity 
and honour, to which human nature ſhall be then ad- 
vanced. But we muſt be endowed with the faculties 
of the bleſſed, in order to comprehend their employ- 
ments and pleaſures ; and therefore on this part of the 
ſubje& I ſhall not attempt to enlarge. The ſilence 
of humble and reſpectſul hope, better becomes ys 
than the indulgence of thoſe excurſions of fancy, 
which degrade the ſubjeQ they endeavour to exalt. 
One circumſtance only cannot fail to attract par- 
ticular attention; that the bleſſed are here deſcribed, 
as ſlanding before the thrine and before the lamb ; that 
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territories which we inhabit, are not his abode. They 
are regions of exile. They are the dwellings of a 
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ls, enjoying the immediate preſence of the great Cre- 
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ator, and of the merciful Redeemer of the world. 


The unhappy diſtance at which we are now removed 
„ Is the ſource of all our woes. Thoſe 


fallen race ; and are condemned to. be inveſted with 
clouds and darknets. . Here, God ſtandeth afar off. 
In vain we often purſue his preſence through his 


Ns 


<Y 


works, his ways, and his religious inſtitutions. He 


is ſaid to be 2 God that hideth bimſelf. He dwelleth, 


as to us, in the ſecret place of thi He holdeth 


back the face of his throne, and ſpreadeth a thick cloud 


upon it. The manifeſtation of his preſence ſhall be the 
ſignal for the renovation of all things. When that 
Sun of righteouſneſs breaks forth from the cloud which 
now conceals him, ſorrow and fin, and every evil 
thing ſhall fly away before the brightneſs of his face. 
For neither guilt nor mifery can remain where God 
dwells. As the riſing of the fun transforms at once 


the face of nature, and converts the whole extent 
of ſpace over which his beams are ſpread, into a re- 


gion of light, ſo ſhall the divine preſence, as ſoon as 


it is revealed, diffuſe univerſal bliſs over all who be- 


hold it. It iniports fullneſs of joy, and pleaſure for 


 evermore. The inſpired writer of this book thus de- 


ſcribes its effects: There ſball be no more death, neither 
ſorrow, nor crying nor pain; for the former things are 
paſſed away. He that ſat upm the tbrene, ſaid, Bebold 
I make all things new. They ſhall hunger no more, nei- 
ther thirſt any more. But the Lamb which is in the 
mid/# of the throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 


unto living foun!ains of water. Gad ſhall wipe away all _ 
tears from their eyes. But, deſcending from this too 


ſublime theme, let us : 
V. Fuse our attention to a circumſtance in the 


| fate of future happineſs, more commenſurate to our 


Preſent conceptions, which is ſuggeited by the com- 
mentary upon the words of the text given in the ſe- 
POET | quel 


376 On tie Huppineſs 
quel of the chapter. And une of the el lers anſwered, 
ſeying unto me, I hat are theſe which are arrayed in 
qawhite robes; and whence came they ? And I ſaid unto 
him, Sir, ticu knoweſl. And he ſaid unto me, Theſe 
are they which came out of the great tribulation, This 
{| explanatory circumſtance may relate particularly to 
' the caſe of thoſe primitive ſufferers, who endured 
ſevere perſecution in the cauſe of the goſpel. But, 
in general, it preſents this natural and beautiful view 
of the future felicity of good men, that it is their reſt 
| from the troubles and toils of life. Far, to all, even 
to the happieſt, human life is tribulation and conflict. 
No man is thoroughly at eaſe in his condition. Pur- 
ſuits ſucceeding to purſuits] eep us inconſtant agitation, 
while frequent returns of diſappointment break our _ 
plans, and oppreſs our ſpirits. Fatigued by ſuch a 
variety of toils, mankind have ever looked forward 
to reſt as their favourite object. Throughout all 
| © their ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt, they 
are in perpetual chace of it; and it perpetually flies . 
before them. It is an object which here they are 
doomed always to ſeek, and never to enjoy. | 
I be nature and laws of our preſent ſtate admit not 
the gratification of this favourite wiſh. For, befides 
the neceſſity of trouble in order to fulfil the purpoſes 
of diſcipline and improvement, our very happineſs, 
| ſuch as it is in this worid, requires a circulation of 
labours. Our enjoyment conſiſts in purſuit, not in 
attainment. Attainment is with us, for moſt part, 
the zrave of pleafure. Had we no object to excite 
freſh activity, and to impel us to new toils, human 
life would quickly ſtagnate in melancholy indolence. 
At the lame time, the current of all our wiſhes tend 
to tefoſe. Imaginary forms float inceſſantly before 
our view, of the happineſs which is to be enjoyed in 
ieſt: And from this conflict between our wiſhes on 
the one hi: nd, and our aQual ſituation on the other, 
arile much of the diſquict, ard much of the infclici- 
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ty, of human life. It is only in heaven that the tranquil 
$ 


repoſe, which on earth is no more than a — 
phantom, ſhall be fully realized. There; remaine 


turbance of paſſion, the vanity of purſuit, and the 
. vexation of diſappointment ; reſt from all the fins 
and the ferrows of this miſerable world; reſt which 
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- bour, but a full and ſatisfying enjoyment. Good 
Z mamen ſhall reft from their labour g, and their works ſball 
_ follew them. They have come out of great tribulation. 


They have fulfilled, with honour, their appointed 
courſe of trial, They have fat down on the ſeat of the 


conquerour ; and ot paſt labours nothing remains but 
the pleaſing review, and the happy fruits. There is 
ſtill to be conſidered. = 85 


VI. Ons very material circumſtance, deſcriptive 


both of the character, and of the happineſs, of thoſe 


who enjoy the heavenly bliſs. Not only have they 


come out of great tribulation, but, as the ſpirit of God 
adds in explaining the text, they bave waſbed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Two things are here ſuggeſted ; the ſanity of the 
bleſſed, and the means by which it is attained. 
Pirſt, their ſanctity or purity is emblematically 
deſcribed, by their being clothed in robes which are 
waſbed and made white. In order to qualify human 
nature for the enjoyment of ſuch happineſs as I have 
endeavoufed to deſcribe, it muſt undergo a change 


ſo great as to receive in Scripture the appellation of a 


new birth; a change to which all the inſtitutions of 


religion; and all the operations of grace, contribute 


in this life, but which is not completed · till the next. 


a 


the neceſſary preparation for the future ſeliciiy, but, 


 whichis not ſo commonly attended to, conſiſts an ef- 


ſeatial part of that felicity itfelf. For, whence ariſes 
the miiery ot the preſent world ? It is not owing to 


7 YL 1 * 
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at laſt a ref for the people of God ; reſt from the diſ- 


| - ſhall not be merely an indolent ceſſation from la- 


In this ſanQity , or regeneration, conſiſts not onl7 


Our 


% | „ | _ * 
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our eloudy atmeſphete, ous changi and 
our inclement ſkies. It is W the debiluy 
of out bodies, or to the unequal diſtribution of the 
goods of fortune. Amidſt all difadvantages of this 
kind, ee a ſtedfaſt, and enlightened mind, poſ- 
ſeſſed of exalted virtue, could enjoy itielf in peace, 
and ſmile at the im aſſaults of fortune and the 
elements. It is within curſelves, that miſery has fix- 
ed its ſeat. Our diſordered hearts, our guilty paſſions, 
. our violent prejudices and miſplaced deſires are the 
inſtruments of the torments whieh we endure. Theſe 
| ſharpen the darts which adverſity would otherwiſe 
point in vain againſt us. Theſe are the wiatr:of wrath. 
which pour forth plagues on the inhabitants. cf the 
earth; and make the dwellings of nations become 
the abodes of woe. Thence diſcentent, and remorſe, 
Fnaw the hearts of individuals. Thence fociefy is 
torn by open violence, or undermined by ſecret trek- 
Chery ; and man is transformed into a ſavage from 
"WISE 


But ſuppoſe Gn to be baniſhed from the world; 
ſuppoſe perfect purity and charity to deſeend from 
heaven, and to animate every human breaſt; and 
you would behold the preſent habitation of men'chan- 


joyment of a holy mind, and of a bliſsful unien with. 
one another, would ſcarcely allow us to feel thoſe ex - 
ternal.evils, of which we now fo loudly .complam. 
All nature would aſſume a different appearance around 
vs That golden age which was fo long the ſubject 
of the philoſopher's dream, and of the poet's ſong, 
would in fad take place. Accurding to the beautiful 
language of an untient prophecy, ſprings would then 

riſe in the deſert, and rivers be opened in the thirſty 
| land. The wilderneſs and the ſolitary plare would be 

lod. T te ruolf would dwell with the lamb, and obe 
ö lie deum with the kid. Judgment would dwell in 
the wilderneſs, and righteauſneſs remain in the fra 


| ged into the paradife of God. The undiſturbed en- 


*. 


rennen 
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held. The defert would rejoice, aud bloſſom 6s the 
reſe. If ſuch, even in this world, would be the effect 


ol innocence and virtue completely reſtored, how much 


—— mult they be in that new earth and thoſe new 
avens, where rectitude of nature ſhall be combined 
with every circumſtance of external feliciy ? It is 
the preſent imperfe & ſtate of human virtue that hin- 
ders us from conceiving fully the influence of righte« 


ouſneſs upon happineſfs The robes in which the 
beſt men are now clothed, to uſe the language cf 
the text, are ſullied with ſo many ſtains, as to convey 
no adequate idea of the original beauty which belongs 


to the garb of righteouſnels. But when theſe ſtains 


ſhall be waſhed away, then theſe robes ſhall be made 


perfectly white pure, 2 luſtre will flow from 


| them of which we can, as yet form no conception. ' 


But how are the robes of the bleſſed thus waſhed? | 


| Whence is derived that ſpotleſs purity in which they 


are arrayed ? The Spirit of God hath anſwered us, 
from the bloed of the Lomb ; leading our thoughts to 
that high diſpenſation of mercy, to which the faints 
above owe their eſtabliſhment, firſt in grace, and 


then in From that blood which was ed for 
| tbe remi of fins, flow both the atonement of hu- 


man evilt, and regeneration of human nature. Hu- 
man nature had fallen too low to be capable of re- 
trieving itſelf. It could not regain its primitive inno- 


| cence, and ſtil! leſs was capable of raifing itſelf ſo 


high in the ſcale of exiſtence as to mingle with angelt. 
We had neither ſufficient knowledge to diſcover, nor 
virtue to merit, nor ability to quallify ourfelves for 


enjoying celeſtial glory. Heaven muſt have been ei- 


ther covered from our view by perpetual darkneſs, or 
only bebeld from afar as an inacceflible region, if 


_ Chriſt had not interpoſed o open fer us a new and li u- 


ing way within the veil. The obligations which 
his generous undertaking has conferred upon the hu- —- 
man race will tend hi * the 1 
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the bleſſed. The ſenſe of being diſtinguiſhed by ſo | 


illuftrious a benefaQor, and the correſponding re- 


turns of gratitude and love tb him, form ſqme of 
the moſt pleaſing of thoſe emotions which ſhall con- 


tinue to delight them through all eternity. 


i FROM thoie views of a ſtate of future happineſs 


which the text has ſuggeſted, various inftruQions 
relating to life and practice naturally ariſe. We are 


taught to reQify our nctions of felicity ; to look for it, 


not in what 1s external, but in what relates to the 
mind and heart; in good diſpoſitions and a purified 


ſoul; in unity and friendſhip with one another, and 


in the divine preſence and favour. If ſuch things 
form the principle articles of future bliſs, they cannot 


but be eſſential to our happineis in the more early 


periods of exiſtence? and he who ſeeks his chief en- 


joyments fromthe oppoſite quarter, is erring widely 
from the path which eonduQts to felicity. 
. Wee are farther taught whence to derive conſtaney 
and perſeverance, amidſt the preſent diſcouragements 
of a virtuous life. In this world, we often behold 


good men depreſſed, and the wicked proſpering around 
us. Our beft deeds meet with the unjuft returns 


from an ungrateful world. ' Sincerity is over-reached 
by craft, and innocence falls a victim to power. But 


let us not on ſuch occaſions ſay within ourſelves, 


that in vain we have cleanſed our hearts, and waſhed 
eur hands in innocence. Let us reſt on the aſſurance, 
that theſe diſorders extend not tar in the kingdom of 


God. They affect only the firſt ſtage of exiſtence. 


They relate to dicipl-ne and tr al, which will ſoon. 
be finiſhed, In that permanent ſtale which is about 
to open, a new and better order of things ſhall ariſe, 


When.dejeQed with the evils of life, let us look up- 


ward to that happy multitude who baue come out of 
| grate tribulation, and now ſtand before the throne. Until 
the day arrive which ſhall join us to that bleſſed aſſem- 
| bly, let us ſhow ourſelves worthy of the hope that is 


beſore 
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before us, by ſupporting with a_ conſtant mind the 
trials of our fidelity. Be patient; ſlabliſb your hearts. 


The coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 


From the proſpeQs which the text has afforded, 
we may likewiſe learn what the ſpirit is which ſhould 


regulate our life. Sanctity of conduct, dignity of 


character, elevation of affections, become thoſe who 
expect to mingle with angels, and /pirits of juſi men 
made per/ad}. I meah not that ſuch proſpects ſhould 

away” our whole attention from the preſent 
world, where undoubtedly hes the chief ſcene of hu- 


—_ man action, and human duty. But while we act aa 
inhabitants on earth, we ought at the ſame time ſo 


to remember our connection with a better world, as 
not to debaſe ourſelves with what is mean, not to de- 
file ourſclves with what 4s 4mpure, not to entangle 


_ ourſelves among what is enſnaring, in the preſent 


ſtate. Let neither its advantages elate, nor its diſap- 
pointments deject us; but with an equal ipirit, with 


a mind full of immortality, let us paſs through all 


the changes of this mortal life. 5 
Finally, let the diſcoveries of future happineſs in- 
ſpire us with ſuitable gratitude to God and Chriſt; 


to the eternal Father, who originally decreed ſuch E 
rewards for the righteous; and to the Son, who as 


in the high charaQer of the diſpenſer of the divine 


mercies, and the great reſtorer of the fallen race of 


men. Part cularly, when approaching to God in 
ſolemn aQs of devotion, ſuch as we are this day to 
perform, let gratitude be al've and ardent in our heart. 
The commemoration of our Saviour*s death is in a 
high degree ſuited to awaken avery emotion of ten- 
derneſs and love. It brings before us, under one 
view, all the obligations which we le under to this 
great benefactor of mankind When juſt ready to 
ſuffer for our ſake, he inſtituted this holy ſacrament, 
and ſaid, Do this in remembrance ef me. — Whom, 
O bleſſed Jeſus! ſhall we ever remember, — 


; 
| 
| 
| 


bat multitude which fland before the throne. 


they 


eben whiah occaſion fo * in the 


1 Thee? Thee, to whom we 
owe the forgiveneſs of ſin, and the reſtoration of 4. 


182 


vine favour; our vi 


diſcovered to us the city of the living Gad. Thou ſet- 
teſt open the gates of that new Feruſalem; and lead - 
eſt us into the path of life. Thou from age to 
gathereſt out of every nation, aud kindred, and 


, 


bringeſt them out of great iribulation. Thine are the 
white robes with which they are inveſted ; thine, tie 


| palms which they bear; and by Thee they are placed 
under the — of the divine countenance for ever. 


SERMON XXV. 


1 Commu. xiii. 5. 
Charity thinket h no evil. 


ELIGION and Government are the two great 
foundations of order and comfort among man- 


| kind. Government refirains the outrages and crimes 
which would be ſubverſive of ſociety, ſecures the 
7. and defends the lives of its ſubjeQs. But 


propert 
the defect of government is, that banc laws can 


extend no farther than to the actions of men. Though 
prote&t us from external violence, they leave us 
open on different ſides to be wounded. By the voices 


which prevail in ſociety, our tranquility may be dif- 


_ 22 and our lives ĩn various ways embittered, wile 


jw. or] 


can give us no redreſs. Religion 
whufficiency of law, by firiking at the root of 


over death, and our hope 
- of {ife eternal! Thou ha enlarged our views beyond 
_ theſe territories of diforder and darkneſs. Thou haſt 


Thou 
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ar very — 
wiſeſt ſyem of legiſlation prove for. 
of mankind, if it dd not derive aid from. 
1 in ſoftening the, diſpoſitions of men, and 
checking many of thoſe evil paſſions to which the in- 
fluence of law cannot poſſibly reach. > 
We are led to this refleQion by the deſcription 
given in the context of charity, that great principle m 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem. The Apoſtle pl places it in a 
variety of li and under each of them, explains 
its operation by its internal effects; not by the actions 


to which is gives riſe, but by the diſpoſitions which 


it produces in the heart. He juſtly ſuppoſes, that if 


the temper be duly e propriety of action 


will follow, and good order place in external 
behaviour. Of ihoſe charadters of charity I have 
choſen one for the ſubjeQ of this diſcourſe, which. 
leads to the conſideration of a virtue highly important 


to us, both as Chriſtians, and as me mbers of ſo- 
ciety. LI ſhall endeavour, firſt, to explain the tem- 


per here pointed out, by. ſhewing what this deſcripti- 
on of charity imports, that it thinketh no evil; and 
then to recommend ſuch a diſpoſition, and to'diſplay 
the bad effects of an oppoſite turn of mind. 

I. LzT us conſider what this deſcription of charity 
imports. You will eaſily perceive that the expreſſion 

the text is pot to be underſtood in ſenſe altogether. 
1 if there were no occaſion on which we 


are to think uofavourably of others. To view all the 
_ aQions of men with the ſame degree of complacency, 


r | 
to many expreſs precepts of religion. In a word, 
where-ſo much depravity abounds, were we to think 


and ſpeak equally well of all, we muſt either be inſen- 


Gble of the — an cake. and wrong, .or 


Religion renders it our duty to «bhor that which it 


evil; and, on many occaſions, to expreſs our indig- 
nation openly againſt it. But the Apoſtle, with great 


propriety, 


eſcribes the temper which he is recom— 


mending in ſuch ſtrong and general terms, as 
might guard us againſt that extreme to which we are 
naturally moſt prone; of raſh and unjuſt ſuſpicion. 
The virtue which he means to inculcate is that which' 
is known by the name of Candour ; a virtue, which, 
as ſoon as it is mentioned, every one will acknow- 


to be eſſential to the character of a worthy man; 


a virtue which we ſeldom fail of aſcribing to any per= 
ſon whom we ſeek to recommend to ho eſteem of 
others ; but which, I am afraid, when we examine 


dur own conduct in a rel 


ſubject of inquiry. 


It is nece 


y to ob 


ſerve, 


gether different from that 


igrous view, is ſeldom the 


that true candour is alto- 
guarded, inoffenſive lan- 


and that ſtudied openneſs of behaviour, which 
we ſo frequently meet with among men of the 


world. 


Smiling very often, is the aſpect, and ſmooth are the 
words of thoſe who inwardly are the moſt ready to 
think evil of others. That candour which is a Chriſti- 


an virtue conſiſts, not in fairneſs of \ 


h, but m 


fairneſs of heart. It may want the blandiſhment of 


and 


external courteſy, but yy 
generous liberality of ſentiment. Its manners are 


ies its place with humane 


unaffeQed, and its profeſſions cordial. Fxempt, on 
one hand, from the dark jealouſy of a ſuſpicious 
mind; it was 4 removed, on the other, from that 
early credulity which is impoſed on every ſpeciousÞpre- 
— 4 It is perfectly 2 with 4 _ 
| ledge of the world, and with due attention to our own 
fafety. In that various intercourſe which-we are ob- 
liged to carry on with perſons of every different cha- 


raQer, ſuſpicion, to a certain 


degree, is a neceſſary \ 


guard. It is only when it exceeds the bounds of 


| prudent caution, that is degenerates into vice. There _ 


'S 


verſion of all ſound principles ; nor from one bad 
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is a proper mean between undiſtinguiſhing credulity, | 


and univerſal jealouſy, which a ſound underſtanding 


diſcerns, and, which the man of candour ſtudies to 
preſerve. | * 


le makes allowance for the mixture of evil with 


good, which is to be found in every human character. 


He expeQs none to be faultleſs ; and he is unwilling 
to believe that there is any without fome commend- 
able quality. In the midſt of many defects, he can 


diſcover a virtue. In the midſt o perſonal reſent- 


ment, he can be juſt to the merit of an enemy. He 


never lends an open ear to thoſe defamatory reports 
and dark ſuggeſtions, which, among the tribes of the 
;cenſorious, circulate with ſo much rapidity, and meet 
with ſuch ready. acceptance. He is not ha * judge; 
and he requi: es full evidence before he will condemn. 


4s long as an action can be aſcribed to different motives, 
| he holds it as no mark of ſagacity to impute it always 


to the worſt, Where there is juſt ground for doubt, 
he his judgment undecided; and during the pe- 
tiod of ſuſperce, leans to the moſt charitable conſtruc- 
tion which an action canbear. When he muſt condemn 
he condemns wich regret; and without thoſe aggravati- 


ons which the ſeverity of others adds to the crime. He 


Aiſtens calmly to the apology of the offender, and rea- 
.dily admits every extenuating circumſtance which 
equity can ſuggeſt. How much ſoever he may blame 


the principles of any ſect or party, he never confounds 


under one al cenſure all who belongs to that 
;Party.or ſect. He charges them not with ſuch con- 
{ſequences of their tenets, as refufe and diſavow. 
From one wrong opinion, he not infer the ſub- 


Action, conclude that all regard to conſcience is over- 
thrown, When he beheld: the mate in tus brother" eye, 
. m frailty ; and judges of others a; = 
Abe ncipes by which ke would think it reaſon — 


- 


ry” 
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that they ſhould judge of him. In a word, he views 
and actions in the clear ſunſhine of charity and good- 
nature; and not in that dark and ſullen ſhade which 
jealouſy and party ſpirit throw over all charaQers.— 
Such being in general the ſpirit of that charity which _ 
thinketh no evil, I proceed, 5 
II. To recommend, by various arguments, this im- 
portant branch of Chriſtian virtue. 5 
Let us begin with obſerving what a neceſſary re- 
quiſite it is to the proper diſcharge of all the ſocial du- 
ties. I need not ſpend time in ſhowing that theſe 
hold a very high rank in the Chriſtian ſyſtem. "The 
encomium which the Apoſtle in this chapter beſtows 
upon charity, is alone ſufficient to prove it. He pla- 
ces this grace at the head of all the gifts, and endow- 


ments, which can be poſſeſſed by man; and aſſures ca 
us that though we had all faith ſo that we could re- "ae 
move mountains, yet if we be deſtitute of charity, it up 
will profit us nothing. Accordingly, love, gentleneſs, fro 
meekneſs and long ſuffering, are enumerated as diſtin- in 
guiſhing fruits of the ſpirit of Chriſt. But it is impoſ- ove 
| ſible for ſuch virtues as theſe to find place in a breaſt, gro 
where the propenſity to think evil of others is predo= = It x 
minant. Charitable and candid thoughts of men are the 
the neceſſary introduQtion to all good-will and kind- nigr 
neſs. They form, if we may ſpeak ſo, theonly climate WY, 
in which love can grow up, and flourrſh. A ſuſpi- ſubj, 


cious temper checks in the bud every kind affection. 
t hardens the heart, and eſtranges man from man. 
What friendſhip or gratitude can you expect from 
him, who views all your conduct with diſtraſtful eyes, 
and aſcribes every benefit you confer to artifice and 
ſtratagem? The utmoſt which you can hope from one 
of this character, is juſtice in his dealings; nor even 
that can you be aſſured of; as the ſuſpicions to which 
be is a prey will afford him frequent pretexts for de- 
par ting from truth, and for de -ndn g himſelf = 
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the fame arms which he conceives to be employed 
againſt him. Unhappy will they be who are joined. 
with him by any cloſe connexion ; expoſed to every 
malignant ſuſpicion which ariſes in his own mind, 
and to every unjuſt ſuggeſtion which the malice of 
others may inſinnate againſt them. That ſtote of 
poiſon which is colleQed within him frequently throws 
out its venom on all who are within its reach. As a 
companion, he will be ſevere and ſatirical ; as a friend, 


captious and dangerous; in his domeſtic ſphere, harſh, 
jealous and iraſcible; in his civil capacity, ſeditious | 


and turbulent, prone to impute the conduct of his 


ſuperiors to improper motives, and upon looſe infor- 
mation to condemn their conduct. ; | 


The contrary of all this may be expected from a 


candid temper. Whatever is amiable in manners, 


or uſeful in ſociety, naturally and eaſily ingrafts itſelf 
upon it. Gentleneſs, humanity and compaſſion flow 
from it, as their native ſpring. Open and cheerful 


im itſelf, it diffuſes cheerfulneſs and humour 


over all who are under its influence. It is the chief 


ground of mutual confidence and union among men. 


It prevents thoſe animoſities from ariſing which are 
the offspring ef groundleſs prejudice; or, by its be- 


nign interpoſition, allays them when ariſen. In the 


magiſtrate, in tempers juſtice with lenity. Amon 

ſubjeAs it promotes good order and ſubmiſſion, 1 
conneQs humanity with piety. - For he who is not 
given to think evil of his fellow-creatures, will not 
be ready to cenſure the diſpenſations of his Creator. 
Whereas the ſarne turn of mind which renders ones 


jealous and unjuſt towards men, will incline him to 


be querulous and impious towords God. 

In the ſecond place, as a ſuſpicious, uncharitable 
ſpirit is inconfiſtent with all ſocial virtue and happi- 
neſs, ſo, in itſelf, it is unreaſonable and unjuſt. - In 
order to form ſound opinions concerning characters 


and aQions, two W eſpecially requiſite, in- 


formation 


— 


386 me 
formation and impartiality. But ſuch as are moſt. 
forward to decide unfavourably, are commonly deſ- 

ttitute of both. Inſtead of poſſeſſing, or even re- 


proceed are frequently the moſt flight and frivolous. 
A tale, perhaps, which the idle have invented, the 

. nquiſitive have liſtened to, and the credulous have 

propagated; or a. zeal incident which rumour, in 

, carrying it along, has exaggerated and diſguiſed, ſup- 

. plies them with materials of confident aſſertion, and 

_ deciſive jndgement. From an aQiion they preſently 

look into the heart, and infer the motive. This ſup- 

poſed motive, they conclude to be the ruling princi- 


der. - 5 | 
Nothing can be more contrary both to equity and 

io ſound reaſon, than ſuch precipitate judgments. . Any 
man who attends to what paſſes within himſelf, may 
eaſily diſcern what a complicated ſyſtem the human 
charaQer. is, and what a variety of circumſtances 
muſt be taken into the account, in order to eſtimate 


ſufficient to determine it. As from one worthy action, 
it were credulity, not charity, to conclude a perſon 


able, it is perfeQly ynjuſt to infer that the author 
of it is without conſcience, and without merit. Did 
you know all the, attending circumſtances, it might 
appear in an excuſable light ; nay, perhaps, under a 
commendable form. The motives of the ator may 
have been entirely different from thoſe which you 

_ + ſcribed to him; impelled by bad deſign, he may have 
been prompted by conſcience and miſtaken principle. 
Admitting the action to have been in every view cri- 
-miral, he may. have been hurried into it through in- 
advertency and ſurpriſe. He may have ſincerely re- 


of 


> 


— 


quiring full information, the grounds on which they _ 


ple; and pronounce at once concerning the whole cha- 


it truly. No ſingle inſtance of conduſt whatever, is 


to be free from all vice; ſo from one which is cenſur- 


pented; and the virtuous principle may have now 
iegained its ſull vigour, Perhaps this was the corne | 
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of frailty 5 the quarter on which he lay open to the 


incurſions of temptation z; while the other avenues 
of his heart were firmly guarded by conſcience. 

No erroris more palpable than to look for uniformi- 
ty from human nature; though it is commonly on 
this ſuppoſition that our general concluſions concern- 
ing charaQer are formed. Mankind are conſiſtent 
neither in good, nor in evil. la the preſent ſtate of 
frailty, all is mixed and blended. The ſtrongeſt con- 
trarities of piety and hy pocriſy, of generoſity and ava- 
rice, of truth and duplicity, often meet in one cha- 
rater. The pureſt human virtue is conſiſtent with 
ſome vice; and in the midſt of much vice and diſor- 
der, amiable, nay reſpectable, qualities may be found, 
There are few caſes in which we have ground to con- 


_ clude that all goodneſs is loſt. At the bottom of the 


character there may lie ſome ſpai ks of piety and vir- 
tue, ſuppreſſed, but not extinguiſhed ; which kept 
alive by the breath of heaven, and gathering ſtrength 


in ſacred from reflection, may, on the firſt favoura- 


ble opening which is afforded them, be ready to break 
forth with ſplendour and force.—Placed, then, in a 
fituation of ſo much uncertainty and darkneſs, were 
our knowledge of the hearts and charaQersof men is ſo 
mitted, and our judgment to coneerning them are fo 
apt to err, what a continual call do we receive ei- 
ther to ſuſpend our judgment, or to give it on the fa- 


vourable fide? eſpecially when we conſider that, as 


through impertc& information we are unqualified for 


' deciding ſoundly, fo through want of impartiality we 


are often tempted to decide wrong. How much this in- 
forces the argument for candour, appear by conſidering, 
. In the third place, what the ſources are of thoſe 
ſevere and uncharitable opinions which we are ſo re- 
dy to form. Were the mind altogether free from 
prepoſſeſſion and bias, it might avail itſelf to more 


advantage of the ſcanty knowledge which it poſſeſſes. 


But this is ſo far from being the caſe, that W 
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fide we are encumbered with prejudices, and warþed 
by paſſions, which exert their influence in nothing 
more than in leading us to think evil of others. At all 
times we are juſtly faid to ſee through a glaſs, darkly; 
but paſſion and prejudice, looking through a glaſs 
which diſtorts the form of the objects, make us alſo 
tee falſely. ._ : 

It is one of the misfortunes of our preſent ſituation, 
that ſome of the good diſpoſitions of human nature are 
apt to betray us into frailties and vices. Thus, it often 
happens that the laudable attachment which we con- 
tract tor the country, or the church, to which we be- 
long, or for ſome political denomination under which 
we claſs ourſelves, both confines our affections within 
too narrow a'{phcre, and gives r. ſe to violent prejudices 
* ſuch as come under an oppoſite deſcription. 

ot contented with being in the right ourſelves wg ñ 
muſt find all others in the wrong. We claim an excluſive 
Poſſeſſion of goodreſs and wiſdom; and fiom appro- 
ving warmly of thoſe who join us, we proceed to con- 
demn, with muuh acrimony, not the principles only, 
but the eharacters of thoſe from whom we differ. 
Hence perſons of well-diſpoſed minds are too often, 

through the ſtrength of partial affeQion, involv- 
ed in the crime of uncharitable judgment. They 
Taſhly extend to every individual the ſevere opinion 
which they have unwarrantably conceived of the 
whole body.— This man is of a party whoſe princi- 
ples we reckon laviſh; and therefore his whole ſen- 
timents are corrupted. That man belongs to a reli- 
gious ſe&, which we are accuſtomed to deem bigot- 
ted; and therefore he is incapable of any gene- 
rous or liberal thought. Another is connected with a 
ſe&, which we have been taught to account relaxed; 
and therefore he can have no ſanctity.— Are theſe - 
the judgments of candour and charity ? Is true piety 
or virtue ſo very limitted in its nature, as to be con- 
fined to ſuch alone as ſee every thing with our 2 | 
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and follow exactly the train of our ideas? Was there 


- ever any great community ſo corrupt as not to in- 


clude within it individuals of real wort) 
Beſides prepolleſſions of this nature, which ſome- 


times miſlead the honeſt -mind, there are other, and 


much more culpable cauſes of uncharitable judgment. 


Piide is hurt and wounded by every excellence in which 


it can claim no ſhore 3 and from eagerneſs to diſcover 
a blemiſh, reſt, upon the ſlighteſt appearance of one, 
as a ſatisfying proof. When rivalry and competion 
concur with pride, our defire to eſpy defects increa- 
ſes, and, by conſequence, the grounds of cenſure 
multiply. - Where no oppoſition of intereſts takes 
place, envy has too much influence 1n warping the 
judgment of many. Even when none of theſe cau- 
ſes operate, the inward conſciouſneſs of depravity is 


_ ſufficient to fill the mind with evil thoughts of others. 
Wnence ſhould a man ſo readily draw his opinions of 


men a> from that charaQer with which he is beſt ac- 
quainted, becauſe it is his own ? A perſon of low and 
baſe mind naturally imputes to others the ſentiments 
which he finds congenial to himſelf ; and is incredu- 
lous of every-excellency which to him is totally un- 
known. He enjoys, beſides, conſolation in the thought 
that others are no betier than himſelf ; that his weak- 
neſſes and crimes are thoſe of all men; and that 


uch as appear-moſt diſtinguiſhed for virtue poſſeſs - 
no real ſuperiority, except greater dexterity in con- 


ccaling. their vices. Soothing themſelves with this 
do&rine in ſecret, too many foſter and ſtrengthen the 
bed opinion which they entertain of all mankind. 
Rarely, if ever, have you ground to think well of 
that man's heart who is on every occaſion given to 
think the worſt of others. Let us obſerve, | 
. In the foruih place, that ſuitable to the ſources 

v hence a jealous and ſuſpicious temper proceeds, are 
the effects which it produces in the world, the crimes 
and miſchiefs with which it fills ſociety. It poſſeſſes 
| | R 4 ; this 
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this unhappy diſtinction beyond the other failings of 
the human heart, that while it impels men to violent 
deeds, it juſtifles to their own apprehenſion the ex- 
_ ceſſes which they commit. Amidſt the uproar of 
other bad paſſions, conſcience acts as a reſtraining 
power. As ſoon as the tumult ſubſides; remorſe ex- 
erts its influence, and renders the ſinner ſenſible of 
the evil which he has done. But the uncharitable 
man is unfortunately ſet loofe from any ſuch check 

or controul. Through the infatuation of prejudice, 
his judgment is perveited; conſcience is mifled ; the 
light within him his turned inis darkneſs, Viewing the 
objets of his diſpleaſure as evil men, he thinks him- 
ſelf entitled to pu that diſpleaſure full vent; and 

in committing the moſt inhuman actions, may ſome- 
times imagine that he is doing good fervice to God. 

The firſt truits of an evil-thinking ſpirit are calum- 
ny and detraQtion, by which ſociety is fo often em- 
broiled, and men are ſet at variance with one anc- 
ther. But did it proceed no further than cenſorious 
| ſpeech; the miſchief would be leſs. Much greater 
and more ſerious evils frequently enſue. What dire- 
ful effects, for inſtance, have often flowed from raſle 
and ill-founded jealouſy in private life? No ſooner 
Has one allowed that dzmon to take poſſe ſſion of his 
mind, than it perverts his underſtanding, and taints all 
his faculties. Haunting him by night and by day, 
bringing perpetually before him the odious and diſ- 
quieting forms which it has raiſed up, it blackens 
_ Every appearance to his view; gives to trifles which 
nate in themſelves light as air, the weight of full con- 
firmation ; till what was at firſt a dubious ſarmiſe, or 
_ flight diſpleaſure, riſes at lenght into full belief and 
implacable fury. Hence, families torn with the moſt 
violent convulſions; the huſb and armed againſt the 1 
Wife, the father againſt the ſon, the friend againſt | 
the friend; the plan (f treachery and affaſſination 
contrived, and the dagger plunged into the boſom of 
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the innocent.— In public life, how often have king 
doms been ſbaken with all the violence of war and 
rebellion, from the unjuſt ſuſpicions which ſubjeQs 
had conceived of their rulers ; or the raſh jealouſy 
which princes had entertained of their people? 
But it is in religious diſſentions chiefly, that the miſ- 
chi vous power of uncharitable prejudice has diſplayed 
its full atrocity. Religion is always found to height- 
en every paſſion on which it acts, and to render every 
eonteſt into which it enters, uncommonly ardent z 
becauſe the objects which it. preſents are of ſuch a 


nature as ſtrongly to ſeize and engage the human 


mind. When zeal tor their own principles has promp- 
ted men to view thoſe of a difierent perſuaſion in 
the odious |.ghts which bigotry ſuggeſts, every ſentt- 


ment of humanity has too often been extinguiſhed. 


The mild influence of that religion which breathes - 
nothing but gentleneſs, has proved too feeble to re- 


ſtrain the violent and bloody hand of perſecution; 


and the uncharitable ſpirit, raging among contending 
parties, has filled the world with ſuch calamities — 

crimes as have brought diſgrace on the Chriſtian name. 
Let us aitend particulaty te one awful inſtance of 


the guilt which men may contract, and of the ruin 


which they may bring upon themſelves, through the 
want of fairneſs and candour. Tne nation of the - 
Jews were always noted for a narrow and uncharita- 
ble ſpirit.. When John the Baptiſt, and our bleſſed 
Lord, appeared among them, becauſe the former was 
auſtere in his temper and retired in his life, they pro- 
nounced of him that he kad an evil ſpirit : And be- 
cauſe the latter was open and ſociable in his manners, 
they held bim to be deſtitute of that ſanctity which 
becamd a prophet-* Their prejudice againſt our Lo 


to. k its firſt riſe from a moſt frivolous and contemp- 
"-tible cauſe : Is net this the fon of the carpenter? Can 


any good thing come out of Nazareth? When his mira» - 
cles repelled this * and ſufficiently proved 
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t he eminence of his character, ſtill they foſſered their 
Prejudices by this moſt futile reſoning, Have any of 


the vulers believed en him? Obſtinate in their attach- 


ment to a temporal Meſſiah, and continuing to view 


all our Saviour's conduct with an evil eye, when he 
converſed with bad men in order to reclaim them, 


they treated bim as a companion of publicans and ſin- 


ners. Becauſe he diſallowed their groundleſs traditi- 
ons, they held him to be a breaker of the Sabbath, 
and a contemner of religion. B-cauſe he prophefied 


the deſtruction of their temple, they accuſed him of 
being an enemy to his own nation. Till at laſt, through 
their perpetual mifconſtruQtion of his actions, their 
Paſſions became fo inflamed as to make them cry out 
with one voice, Away with this man to death, and give 
1 Barabbas the robber — Viewing in this dreadtul event 


the conſequences of want of candour, let every man 
| tremble to think evil rafhly of his brother. No one 


can tell how far uncharitable prejudices may carry 
him in guilt, if he allows them to harbour and gather 


ſtrength within his breaſt. The cloud which res from 


the ſea, no bigger than a man's hand, may foon ſwell 


and ſpread, till it cover the whole hari and diſ- 


charge with moſt deſtructive violence the gathered 
Norm. . | | 

Ix the fifth place, as a ſuſpicious ſpirit is the ſource 
of ſo many crimes and calamities in the, wort, fo it 
is the ſpring of certain miſery to the perſon who in- 


dulges it. His friends will be few; and ſmall will be 


His comfort in thoſe whom he poſſeſſes. Believing 
others to be his enimies, he will of courſe make them 


ſuch. Let his caution: be ever ſo great, the aſperity 


o his thonghts will often break out in his behaviour; 


and in return for ſuſpecting and hating, he will incur 
ſuſpicion and hatred. Beſides the external evils which 


he draws upon himſelf, ariſing from alienated friend- 
ſhip, brokenc onfidence, and open enmity ; the ſuſpi- 


c(icustemperitſelf is one of the worſt evils which any 
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man can ſuffer. If in all fear there be tor ment, how mi- 


ſerable muſt be his ſtate who, by living in perpetual 
jealouſy, lives in perpetual dread ? Looking upon him- 


ſelf to be ſurrounded with ſpies, enemies, and deſigning 


men, he is a ſtranger to reliance and truſt. He knows 
not to whom to open himſelf. He dreſſes his counte- 


nance in forced ſmiles, while his heart throbs within 
from apprehenſions of ſecret treachery. Hence fret- 
fulneſs and illhumour, diſguſt at the world and all the 


painful ſenſatiors of an irritated and emitted mind. 
So numericus and great are the evils ariſing from 


- a ſuſpicious diſpoſition, that of the two extremes it 


is more eligible to expoſe ourſelves to occaſional dif- 
advantage from thinking too well of others, than to 


ſuffer continual miſery by thinking always ill of them. 
It is better to be ſomeitmes impoſed upon, than never 
io truſt. Safety is purchaſed at too dear a rate, when, 


in order to ſecure it, we are obliged to be alwaysclad 
in armour, and to live in perpetual hoſtility with our 
fellows. This is, for the ſake of living, to depr.ve 
ourſelves of the comfort of life. The man of can- 


dour enjoys his ſituation, whatever it is, with cheer- 
| fulneſs and peace. Prudence directs his interconcſe 


with the world ; but no black ſuſpicions haunt his 
hours of reſt. Accuſtomed to view the charaRers 


of his neighbours in the moſt favourable light, he is 


like one who dwells amid? thofe beautiful ſcenes of 


nature, on which the eye reſts with pleaſure. Where- 


as the ſuſpicious man, having his imagination filled 
with all the ſhocking forms of human falſehood, de- 
ceit, and treachery, reſembles the traveller in the 
wilderneſs, who diſcerns no objeQs around him but 
what are either dreary or terrible; caverns that open, 
ſerpents that hiſs, and beaſts of prey that howl. Hence 
in him are verified thoſe deſcriptions which the Spi- 
rit of God has given us of the miſery of the wicked, 
T hey ſball have ne peace, They ſhall be like the trou- 
bled fea when it cannet reſt. T be Lord ſhall give thema a 

- ; | —__ - trembling _ 
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« frembling heart, and failing of eyes, and ſarrr of in 
And they ſball fear jo * — have L aſſu- 
| rance of heort. | add, | | 
Ix the fixth and laſt place, that there is nothing 
which expoſes men in a more marked and direct man- 
ner to the diſpleaſure ot the Almighty,than a malig- 
nant and cenſorious ſpirit. I inſiſt not now. on the gele- 
ral denuneiaſions of divine wra h againſt malice and 
hatred. Let us only conſider under what particular 
deſeription the Spirit of God brings this crime of un- 


| charitable judgement. It is declared to be an impious 


invaſion of the preregative ot God, to whom alone 
it belongs to ſearch all hearts, and to determine con- 
cerning all characters. This privilege He often appro- 
priates ex preſsly to himſelf, on purpoſe to reſtrain the 
raſhneſs of cer fure among men; requiring us to leave 
the judging of others on Him, and to attend, each 
of us, to cur own buſineſs and duty. Who art ien 
that judge ſi another man's ſervant ? To his own maſter, 
Ae flandethor falleth. Fudgenothing before the time; un- 
til the Lord come, who ſhall make manifeſt the counſels 
of the beart. SE 
It deſerves our moſt ſerious attention, that, in ſe- 
veral paſſages of Scriptme, the great Judge of the 
world is repreſented, at the day of final retribution, 
as Proceeding upon this principle, of rendering to 
men according to the manner in which they have 
acted towards their brethren. With the merciful, thou 
wilt ſhow thyfelf merciful ; and with the froward, 
thou wilt ſhow thyjelf frowar. With what judgment 
Je judge; ye ſhall be judged ; and with what meaſure 
ye mete, it ſhall be meaſure to you again. It is umpoſ- 


WW ible to form an argument of more force than this, 


to reftrain all ſeverity of judgment among ſuch as 
look forward to the tribunal of God. The argument 
extends not indeed fo far, as to repreſent our accep- 
tance with the Deity as entirely ſuſpended upon the 
eandour which we ſhow in forming our 3 
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of others. We know that other graces beſidey this 
are requiſite in order to fit us for heaven; and that 
without piety towards God, and- faith in the Lord 

ſus Chriſt, all our charity to men will be found de- 

Qive and vain, But this we know alſo, that in the 
heart which is deſtitute of fairneſs and candour, the 


Spirit of God certainly dwells not; and that whatever 


appearances of religion the uncharitable man may 


aſſume, on him the Sovereign of the univerſe looks 


with no favour — Thou who art a man full of frali- 


ies, who ſtandeſt in need, not merely of impartiality 


in thy divine Judge, but of indulgence and mercy ; 
Thou who imploreſt daily his mercy from him, and 
prayeſt that he would remember t bouart duſt, and not be 


' tiri& to mark iniquity againſt thee; dareſt thou, with 
thoſe very prayers in thy mouth, proceed to judge 


without candour of thy brethren, and upon the 
{lighteſt grouuds to reprobate and condemn them? 
O thou hypocrite? (for by what other namecan 
we call thee?) vain are all thy pretentions to piety, 
IneffeQual is every plea which thou canſt form for 
mercy from heaven. The precedent which thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed againſt thyſelf isdecifive. Thou haſt dic- _ 
tated the ſentence of thine own condemnation. 

On the whole, it clearly appears that no part of the 
government of temper deſerves attention more, than 


to keep our minds pure from uncharitable prejudices, 


and open to candour and humanity in judging of 
others. The worſt conſequences, both to ourſelves 
and to ſociety, follow from the oppoſite ſpirit, -Let 


us beware of encouraging a habit of ſuſpicion, by 


forming too ſevere and harſh opinions concerning hu- 


man nature in general. A great proportion of infirmity 


and curruption, doubtleſs, adheres to it; yet tempi- 


. edalfo it is with various mixtures of virtue and good 


azeQion. Darkned as the divine image now is among 
mankind, tt is not wholly effaced. Much piety and 


goodneſs may lie hidden in hearts that are unknown 


to us. Vice is glaring and loud. The crimes of the 
| | wicked 
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wicked make a noiſe in the world, and alarmed ſo- 
ciety. True worth is retired and modeſt, and requires 
particular fituations to bring it forth to public notice. 
The prophet Elijah, in a time of prevailing corrupti- 
on, imagined that all true religion had forſaken the 
land. J, even Jenh, ſaith he to the Lord, am left to 

tre thee, But the Almighty, who diſcerned what 

| was concealed from his imperfeQ view, replied, Let 
have I leſt me ſeven thouſand men in Iſrael who bave 1 
not bowed the knee to Baal. Sr | | 3 
The aged, and the unfortune, who have toiled 

through and unſucceſsful life with long experience of 
the falſchood and fraud of evil men, are apt to be 
the more ſevere in the opinions which they entertain 
of others, For ſuch, their circumſtances may be al- 

| lowed to form ſome degree of apology. - But if, in 
y=wh and proſperity, the ſame hard ſuſpicious ſpirit = 
prevail ; if they who are beginning the career of life E 3.38 
{et out with all the ſcruples of diſtruſt ; If, before 
they have had reaſon to complain of the world, they 
betray the diffidence of a jealous, and the malignity 

of a cenſorious mind, fad is the preſage which may 

_ therce be drawn of their future diſhonour. From 

ſuch, you have nothirg to look for that ſhall be either 
engaging in private life, or reſpeQable in public cha- 
racer. To youth it particulary belongs to be gene- 

. Tous in ſentiment, candid in opinion, undeſigning in 
behaviour, open to the moſt favomable conftrution 

of actions and conduQ. Throughout all the ſtages - 
of life, candour and fairneſs is one of the moſt ho- 
nourable diſtinctions of the human character. It is 
 conneRed with magnanimity ; it is juſtified by wiſ- 
dom ; it is ſuitable to the relation in which we ſtand 
to one another. But if reaſon and humanity be in- 

' ſufficient to reſtrain us from raſh and uncharitable 
judgments, let that awful denunciation frequently re- 

ſound in our ears, He ſball have judgment without 

mercy who hath ſbewed no mercy... 5 
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| $On the Charafer of Joſeph. — 309 


E GeNnes1s lv. 5. 8. 

2 Now therefore be not grievel nor angry with yourſelves 
| that ye ſold me hither ; for God did ſend me before 

* you to preſerve life. So now it was not you that ſent 

$ me hither, but Gad. 5 ; 

4 N : Fo, : 

: TIN this generous manner, Joſeph frames an a 13 

* | for the unnatural behaviour of his brethren. He 

! _ extenuates the atrocity of their crime, by repreſent- 

. ing the happy effects which it had produced. H: 

> - looks beyond all ſecond cauſes; and recognizes, in 

p the wonderful events of his life, the hand of the Al- 

ſ  mighty..-No human character exhibited in the re- 

7 . cords of Scripture is more remarkable or inſtructive, 

Y than that of this patriarch. He is one whom we be- 

* hold tried in all the viciſſitudes of fortune ; from the 

r condition of a ſlave, riſing to be ruler of the land of 

5 Egypt and in every ſtation acquiring, by his virtue 

* and wiſdom, favour with God and man. When 

1 overleer of Potiphar's houſe ; his fidility was proved 

n by ſtrong temptations, which he honourably reſiſted. 

* When thrown into priſon by the artifice of a falſe 

- woman, his integrity and prudence ſoon rendered him 

3 conſpicuous, even in that dark manſion. When called 

— into the preſence of Pharoah, the wiſe and extenſive 

5 plan which he formed for ſaving the kingdom from 

— the miſeries of impending famine, juſtly raiſed him to 

= a high ſtation, wherein his abilities were eminently 

I - _ diſplayed in the public ſervice. But in his whole hiſ- 

= tory there is no circumſtance ſo ſtriking and intereſt- 

. ing, as his behaviour to his brethren who had ys 

3 1 : bim 
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him into flavery. The moment in which he made 
himſelf known to them, that moment at which we 
are now to contemplate him, was the moft critical 
one of his life, and the moſt diciſive of his charaQer; 

It is ſuch as rearly occurs in the courſe of human 
events; and rs calculated to draw the higheſt atten- 
tion of all who are endowed with any degree of ſen- 
_ ſibility of heart. Let us conſider the ſentiments 
which Joſeph utters in the text under two views, each 
cf which is very inſtructive to all Chriſtians. . I. As 
2 diſcovery of his cordial forgiveneſs of his brethren ; 
and, II. as an inſtance of his dutiful attention to the 
Providence of God. „ . 
I. TBA moſt cordial forgiveneſs is here diſplayed. 
I ſhall not capitulate all the preceding hiſtory reſpeQ-_ 
ing Joſeph and his brethren ; as it is well known by 
every one who has the leaſt acquaintarce with the ſa- 
cred writings. From the whole tenour of the narati- 
on it appears, that though Joſeph, upon the arrival 
olf his brethren in Egypt, mede himſelf a to them, 
yet from the beginying he intended to diſcover him- 
ſelf ; and ſtudied ſo to conduct the diſcovery as 
might render the ſurpriſe of joy complete. For this 
end, by affected ſeverity, he took meaſures for bring; 
ing down into Egypt all his father's children. They 
' were now arived there; and benjamiv among the reſt, 
w ho was his younger brother by the ſame mother, 
and was particularly beloved by Joſeph. Him he 
threatned to detain ; and ſeemed willing to allow 
the reſt to depart. This incident renewed their diſ- 
tre, They all knew their fathers extreme anxiety 
about the ſafety of Berjamin, and wish what diffi- 
culty he had yielded io his undertaking this journey. 
Should he be prevented from returning, they dreaded. 
that grief would overpower the old man's ſpu its, ard 
prove fatal to his life. Judah, therefore, who had 
particularly urged the neceſſity of Benjamin's accom- 
panying his brothers, and had ſolemsly pledged 2 
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ſelf to their father for his ſafe return, craved, upon 
this occaſion, an audience of the governour; and 

ave him a full account of the eireumſtances of Jacob's 
mily, | | OM 
Nothing can be more intereſting and pathetic than 
this difcourfe of Judah, as it is recorded in the pre- 
ceding chapter. Little knowing to whom he * 
he paints, in all the colouis of ſimple and natural elo- 
quence, the diſtreſſed ſituation of the aged patriarch, 
haſtening to the cloſe of life; long afflicted for the 
loſs of a favourite fon, whom he ſuppoſed to have 
been torn in pieces by a beaſt of prey ; labourmg now 
under anxious concern about his youngeſt ſon, the 


= child of his old age, who alone was [<tr alive of his 


mother, and whom nothing but the calamities of ſe- 


_ vere famine could have moved a tender father to 
| ſend from home, and expoſe to the dangers of a fo- 


reign land. / we bring him not back with us, we 
ſpall bring down the grey hairs of thy ſervant our father, 
_ with ſorrow, to the grave. I fray thee therefore lei 
thy ſervant abide inflead of the young man, a bondman 
10 our lord. For how ſhall I go np to my father, and 
Benjamin not with me ? left I ſee the evil that ſball 


__ come on my father. 


| Upon this relation, Joſeph could no longer reftrain 
himſelf. The tender ideas of his father and his father”s 
houſe, of his ancient home, his country and his kin- 
dred, of the diſtreſs of his family, and his own exal- 
tation, all ruſhed too ſtrongly upon his mind to bear 


any fartherconcealment. He cried, cauſe every man to go 


out from me; and he wept aloud. The tears whielr he 

ſhed were not the tears of grief. They were the burſt of 
affection, They were the tender ſenſiblities of nature. 
"Formerly he had been moved in the ſame manner, 

when he firſt ſaw his brethren before tim His bow- 
els yarned upon them ; he ſaught for @ flace where fo 


weep. He went into his chamber 3 ond then waſhe@ | 


tis face, andret.irned to them. At that period his ge- 
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nerous plans were not completed. But now, when 


there was no farther occaſion for conſtraining him- 
ſelf, he gives free vent to the ſtrong emotions of his 


heart. The firſt miniſter to the king of Egypt was 
not aſhamed to ſhew, that he felt as a man, and a 
brother. He wept aloud ; and the Egyptians, and the 
houje of the Pharaoh heard him, 3 | 
The firſt words, which his ſwelling heart allowed 
him to pronounce, are the moſt ſuitable to ſuch an 
affecting ſituation which were ever uttered, — I am Jo- 
ſepb; doth my father yet live? 
what ought he, in that impaſſioned moment, to have 
ſaid more? This is the voice of nature herſelf, ſpeak- 
ing her own — ; and it penetrates the beart: 


ſtrong affection haſtening to uiter what it ſtrongly felt. 
His | Av; Was could not anſwer him; for they were ſrou- 
Died at bis preſence. Their ſilence is a expreſſive cf 
thoſe emotions of repentance, and ſhame, which, on 
this amazing diſcovery, filled their breaſts, and ſtop- 
ped their utierance, as the few words which Joſeph 


ruggled for vent within him. No painter conld ſeize a 


features of the human heart, than what is here pre- 
ſented. Never was there a ſituation of more tender 
and virtuous joy, on the one hand; nor, on the other, 
ol more overwhelming confuſion and conſcious guilt. 
In the ſimple narration of the ſacred hiſtorian, it is 
ſet before us with greater gnergy and higher effect, 
than if it had been wrought up with all the colour- 
ing of the inoſt admired modern eloquence. 5 

When Joſeph had a litile recovered himſelf from 


the firſt tranſports of emotion, he proceeds to ex- 


the beneficent purpoſes for which he conceived him- 
ſelf to be raiſed hy Providence into power. 
apology which he makes in the text for{ their former 


What could he, 


No pomp of expreſſion; no parade of kindneſs; but 


: 6 : ; . 
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2 are expreſſive of the generous agitations which 


more ſtriking moment for diſplaying the charQeriſtical 


plain his ſituation to his brethren, and to ſhow them 


cruelty 


_; ; | „„ ads , | | * | | * ww 
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cruelty is uncommon and remarkable. Now therefore 


| ry not grieved nor angry with your ſelves that ye ſold me 1 
hither ; 


Ir. God did ſend me before you ts preſerve you 


a poſterity in the earth, and to ſave your lives by a great 
| deliverance, So now it was not you tet ſent me hither 


but God; and he hath made me a father ts Pharaoh, 


and Lord of all his houſe, and a ruler throughout. all 


the land of Egypt. This apology was, in truth, no 


ſatisfactory excuſe for their crime. For though the 
over-ruling providence of Heaven has ſo directed the 
cCourſe of events, as to render their bad intentions ſub» 


ſervient to a happy iſſue ; yet the badneſs of the in- 


tention originated entirely from themſelves, The en · 
vy and jealouſy which they entertained againſt their 
brother, led them to the commiſſion of an atrocious = 

deed. The deed was voluntary; the crime was all 


their own; and the interpoſition of Providence in 
making unforeſeen conſequence follow from that 


crime, did not, exculpate them from guiſt. It were 


an impious{concluſion, that becauſe God extras good 
from our evil, we are not anſwerable for the evil 


which we perpetrate. Gad cannot be tempted with evil, 


neither tempted he any man, But the ſentiment in the 


text is to be confidered, as a colour which the gene- 


rous humanity of Joſeph prompted him to throw on 


the eonduct of his brethren, He ſaw the confuſion 
with Which they were overwhelmed in his preſence 


He diverts their attention from the remembrance of 


a crime which was now wringing their hearts with 


anguiſh, by repreſenting to them the happy effe ds 
wi ich that crime had produced. He ſets them free 


from all uneaſineſs on his account. He calls upon 
. them to rejoice in his proſperity ; and inſtead of dwel- 
ling on a painful recolle&icn of their own conduct, 


to join with him in acknowledging and adoring the 
hand of the Almighty. # 
How different is this amiable ſpirit which Joſeph 


| diſcovers, from that hai ſh and oſtertatious ſuperiority 


which 
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which too often accompanies the pretended forgive- 


neſs of injuries, among thoſe who call themſelves 


Chriſtians ! They are ready to ſay that, for their 
part, they pardon the wrongs which have been done 
them ; they wiſh that the perſons who have com- 
mitted them may be able to forgive themſelves ; they 
leave them to God and to their own conſcience. By 


the ſevere ſuggeſtions which they throw out, they 


diſcover the inward bitterneſs of their ſpirit ; and art- 
fully gratify reſentment, at the time when they pro- 


feſs to exerciſe forgiveneſs. Whereas the great and 


good man whoſe charaQter we now conſider, effaces 


all memory of the crimes which he pardons. He ſeeks 
to alleviate the remorſe of his brethren by an extenu- * 


| ation of their guilt ; and while he is preparing to 


make their circumſtances comfortable, ſtudies at the 


ſame time to render their minds eaſy and tranquil. 
This was not merely a tranſient emotion with Jo- 


ſeph, owing to the firſt burſt of affection vn diſcover- 
ing himſelf to his brethren. We have a clear proof, 


fiom a remarkable tranſaction which paſſed many 


years after this period, of his diſpoſition — 


the ſame to the end of life. It is recorded in the la 

chapter of this book; that when Jacob died, his ſons 
began to be ſeized with fear concerning the treatment 
which they might receive from their brother. The 


ity are always ſuſpicious: ' Conſcious of their own 


ſeneſs, they are incapable of conceiveing their mag- 


nanimity of others. I hey ſaw the bond which held 


the family together, now broken by their father's 
death. They dread: d that the reſentment ne 
againſt them had hitherto been only ſuppreſſed, or 

_ - concealed. They ſaid among themſelves, peradventure 
- be wwill now bate us, and reguite all the evil which we 

did unto him. Under this apprehenfion, they firſt 
ſent an humble meſſage to deprecate his diſpleaſure 
by the memory of their common father}; and then ap- 
pearing in his preſence, they ell down before his fe, 
| - profeſſing 
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im to forgive the treſpaſs which they had commit- 
ed againſt him. But no ſuch hidden reſentment as 


they dreaded- had ever lurked in the foul of Joſeph, 
On the contrary, when he beheld his brethren in this 


affecting ſituation, bereaved of their ancient protector, 


overpowered by a tide of tender emotions. Jaſepl 
wept, while his brethern ſpale unto him. Theſe affec- 


tionate tears alone were ſufficient to have enſured 


their forgiveneſs. But haſtening alſo by words to diſ- 
pel their alarms, he preſently added, Fear nat; for 


_ though ye thought evil againſt me, God ment it unto good. 


Now therefore fear ye not; I will nouriſh you and your 


little ones. And he comforted them, and ſpake kindly 
wnto them. | | | 


Such was the laſt incident that is recorded in the 
life of this emiaert perſonage, than whom you will 
find few more diſtinguiſhed by an aſſemblage of illuſ- 


trious virtues ; in the loweſt adverſity, patient and 
oſperity, beneficent and 


faithful ; in the higheſt 
neorus; dutiful and affectionate, as a ſon; kind 


forgiving, as a brother; accompliſhed, as a ſtateſman; 
wile 5 x b 


provident, as a ruler of the land. In ſuch 
a character you behold human nature poſſeſſing its 
higheſt honours. The ſentiments which it inſpires, 
tend to enoble our minds; and to prevent their imbi- 


ding the ſpirit of thoſe hard, intereſted, and ſelf-teck- 
ing men with whom the world abounds. _ 

Tux ſtriking example of forgiveneſs, which the 
text diſplays, ought frequently to occur to our 
thoughts, amidſt the various occaſions of provocation 


and offence which ariſe in our intercourſe with the 
world. If one ſo worthy and amiable, in the days too 
of his youth and innocence, ſuffered ſuce crueltreat- 


4) 
232 themſelves to be his ſervants, and praying 
t 


*% 


and reduced, as they imagined, to the neceſſity of 
Holding up their hands to him for mercy, he was 


ment from his brothers, ought we to be ſurpriſed if, 
even from our neareſt relations, we mect with un- - 


juſtice 
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Juſtice or ingratitude ? Wrongs and injuries are, 
more or leſs, the portion of all. Like Death, they 
are an evil unavoidable. No ſtation is ſo high, no 
power fo great, no character ſo unblemiſhed, as to 
exempt us from them. In the world, ungreatful 


- 


men, falſe friends, and violent enamies abound. 
Every wiſe man ought to prepare himſelf for what 
he is to encounter, in paſſing through this thorny re- 


gion. He is not to expect that he can gather grapes 
From thiſiles ; nor to loſe the government of his mind, 
becauſe, in the midſt of evil men, he is not allowed 
to remain, like a ſacred and inviolable perſon, un- 
touched and uninjure. | - | 

As this view of our fituation ought to blunt the 
edge of paſſion and impatience, ſo the alleviating 


circumſtances which reaſon will ſuggeſt, ought to 


mollify reſentment. 'Think of the various conſtruc- 
tions which the actions of men will bear. Conſider 


© how different the motives of him who hath given us 


offence, may have been from thoſe which in the 


heat of paſſion we aſcribe to him; how apt all men 

are to be ſeduced, by miſtaken views of intereſt; and 
how little ground we have to complain if, upon a 

ſüuppoſed interfering of intereſts, we ſuffer by others 


Preferring their own to ours. Remember that no 


opinions which you form under the power of reſent- 


ment can be depended upon as juſt ; and. that every 


one loads the intentions of his enemy with imaginary - 


degrees of malice. 

But admitting the injury you have received to be 
ever ſo atrocious in its nature, and aggravated in its 
eircumſtances; ſuppoſing it to be even parallel to that 
whieh Joſeph ſuffered ; look Ps like him, to that 
divine government under hich we ace all placed. 
If forgiveneſs be a duty which we know God to have 
required under the moſt awful ſanctions, dare we 


draw upon ourſelves the merited vengance of that 


ſuperiour, to whoſe clemency we are obliged daily to 
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eſt leſſon of mutual forbearance. 
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fly? When, with hard and unrelenting diſpoſitions | 
towards our brethren, we ſend up to Heaven þrayers 
for mercy to ourſelves, thoſe prayers return like im- 
precations upon our heads; and our very devotions - 

ſeal our condemnation. _ FOI TO 5 
The moſt plain and natural ſentiments of equity con- 


cur with divine authority to enforce the duty which 


I now recommend. Let him who has never in 


his 


life done wrong, be allowed the privilege of remain- 
ing inexorable. But let ſuch as are conſcious of frail- 
ties and crimes, conſider forgiveneſs as a dept which 
they owe to others. Common 8 the ſtrong- 


ere this virtue 


unknown among men, order and comfort, peace and 

repoſe would be ſtrangers to human life. Injuries 
retaliated according ito the exorbitant meaſure which 
paſſion preſcribes, would juſtify reſentment in return. 


The injured perſon would be comethe injurer; and thus 5 


wrongs, retaliations, and freſh injuries, would circu- 
late in endleſs ſucceſſion, till the world was rendered 
a field of blood. Of all the paſſions which invade 


the human breeſt, revenge is the molt direful. When 


allowed to reign with full dominion, it is more than 
ſufficient to poiſon the few pleaſures which remainto 
man in his preſent ſtate. How much ſoever a perſon 
may ſuffer from injuſtice, he is always in hazard of 
ſuffering more from the proſecution of revenge. The 
violence of an enemy cannot infli what is equal to 
the torment he creates to himſelf, by means of the 
Herce and deſperate paſſions which he allows to rage 
in tas ſound. '' 8 . 
Thoſe evil ſpirits who inhabit the regions of miſery. 


are repreſented as delighting in revenge and cruelty, 
But all that is great and good in the univerſe, is on 


the ſide of clemency and mercy. The almighty Ru- 


ler of the world, though for ages offended by the 


unrighteouſneſs, and inſulted. by the impiety of men, 


is long infferings and flow to anger. His Son, . 


3 


hen 
he 
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he appeared in our nature, exhibited both in his life 


and his death, the moſt illuſtrious example of for- 
giveneſs which the world ever beheld. If you look 


into the hiſtory of mankind, you will find that in 
every age, thoſe who have been reſpected as wor- 


thy, or admired as great have been diſtinguiſhed for 
this virtue. Revenge dwells in little minds. A noble 


and magnanimous ſpirit is always ſuperiour to. it. It 


ſuffers not from the injuries of men thoſe ſevete 
ſhocks which others feel. ColleQed within itſelf, it 


ſtands unmoved by their impotent aſſaults; and with 


generous pity, rather than with anger, looks down 
on their unworthy conduct. It has been truly ſaid, 


that the greateſt man on earth can no ſooner commit 
an injury, than a good man can make himſelf greater, 
by forgiving it. Joſeph, at the moment when we 
now contemplate him, had entirely under his power 

all thoſe unnatural brethren who had been guilty to- 
- wards him of the moſt-cruel outrage which man could 


rate. He could have retained them for ever 


in that Egyptian bondage to which they had once 
conſigned him, and have.gratified revenge by every 


accumulation af. diſgrace which deſpotic power ena- 


bled him to inſſict. Had he acted this part, he 


might,for a while have been ſoothed-by the ures 
of his high ſtation. But remorſe, in the end, would 


have ſtung his ſoul. Cruelty would have rendered 


him unhappy within himſelf, as well as odious to 
others: And his name would have periſhed among 


the. crowd of thoſe contemptible ſtateſmen, whoſe ac- 


tions ſtrain the annals of hiſtory. Whereas now, 


bis character ſtands among the foremeſt in the ranks 
of ſpotleſs fame. His memory is bleſſed to all gene- 


rations. His example continues to edify the world ; 
and he bimſelt ſhings in the celeſtial regions as He 


* of the firmament, and as the flars. fer ever 


ever. Let us now, | 


IL Co xs ER the ſentiment contained in the 
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duct of Providence. So now it was not you that ſent 


me hither, but God. Remark how beautifully piety and 


humanity are, in this inſtance, connecte 


ſo here we perceive fraternal affection and religious 


reverence, mingling in one emotion within the patri- 


arch's heart. In a perſon of low and vulgar mind, 
the ſenſations on ſuch an occaſion would have been 


extremely defferent. Looking back on the paſt events 


of his life, he would have aſcribed all the adverſity 
which he had ſuffered, to the preverſe treatment of 
his brothers; and all the proſperity which he after- 


text, not only as a difcovery or cordial forgiveneſs, . 
but as an expreſſion of devout attention to the con- 


together. 
As we are told of Cornelius, and good Centurion, 
that his prayers and his alms, his devotion and his 
good works, came up together in memorial before God, 


Fd 


_ wards attained to his own good conduct ani wiſdom ; 


and by conſequence would have remained embittered : 
againſt the inſtruments of the one, and filled with 
ride and ſelf-ſufficiency on aceount of the other. 


But the elevated and noble mind of Joſeph rejected 


ſuch unworthy ſentiments. Cont-mplating the hand 
of God in all that had befallen him, he effaced the 


remembrance of thoſe evil deeds which had produced 


his adverſity; and ſor his proſperity he affected no 
praiſe to himſelf, but aſcribed it entirely to the will 
of Heaven. Let us take notice that this is not the 
reflection of a private, retired man; whoſe ſituation 
might be ſuppoſed to favour ſuch devout meditations. 


It is the refle&ion of one, who was leadi 


vaurite of the greateſt monarch who was hen known 


in the world, Yet him you behold, amidſt the ſub- 
miſſion and adulation which was paid to him, perſerr- 
ing the moderation and ſi nplicity of a virtuous mind; 
and amidſt the idolatry and falſe philoſophy of the 


1 


From 


Egypt ians, maintaining the N true 
_ 


4 


ng a buſy 
and a ſeducing life, in the midſt of a court; the fa- 


— — 
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From this union of piety with humanity, which 
is ſo conſpiciouous in the ſentiments of Joſpeh, there 
ariſes one very important inſtruction; That a devout 
regard to the hand of God in the various evnts of 
life tends to promote good diſpoſitions and affections 
towards men. It will be found by thoſe who attend 
to the workings of human nature, that a great pro- 
ion of thoſe malignant paſſions which break out 
in the intercourſe of men, ariſes from confining their 
attention wholly to ſecond cauſes, and over-looking 
the firſt cauſe of all. Hence, they are inſolent in 


Proſperity, becauſe they diſcern nothing higher than 


thier own abilities ; and in adverſity they are peeviſh 


and unforgiving, becauſe they have no object on 
which to fix their view, but the conduct of men who 
have aQed as their enemies. They behold no plan 


of wiſdom pr goodneſs carried on throughaut nature, 
which can ailay the diſcompoſure of their mind. As 


foon as their temper is ruſſſed, the world appears to . 


them to be a continued ſcen of diſaſtess and injuries, of 
confuſed events and of unreaſonable men. Mhereas to 

the pious man, the contemplation.of the univerſe ex- 
Hhlibits. a very different ſpectacle. In the miſt of ſeem- 


ing confuſion he traces a principle of order; and by 
attention to that older, his mind is harmonized and 


calmed. He beholds a wiſe and rigeteous Governour 


preſiding over all the commotions which are raiſed 


by the tumult of confli ding paſſions and intereſts; 
guiding, with imperceptihle influence, the hand of 
the violent to beneficient purpoſes ; accompliſhing 
 uyexpeQed ends by the moſt improbable means; ob- 


Iiging the <urath of men 10 praiſe bim; ſome- 


times humbling the mighty, - ſometimes exalting 
the low; often fnaring the wicked in the de- 
vices which their hands fave wrought, Reſped ful 
acknowledgement of this divine government; con- 
t rouls the diforders of inferiour pa Reverence 
| Qs the decrees of Heaven. inſpircs p: tience ard e- 
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| deration. Truſt in that perfect wiidom and goodneſs 


which direQs all for the beſt, diminiſhes the ſhock 
which worlgly diſaſtets occaſion. The irritation of 
paſſion and reſentment, will always bear proportion 
to the agitation which we ſuffer from the changes of 


fortune. One who+conneQs himſelf with nothing 


but ſecond cauſes, partakes of the violence and irre - 
gularity of all the inferiour movements belonging to 
this great machine. He who refers all to God, dwells, 
if we may ſpeak ſo in that higher ſphere where mo- 
tion begins; he is ſubjeQ to fewer ſhocks and con- 
cuſſions, and is only carried along by the motion of 
the univerſe. a 
How can mildnefs or forgiveneſs gain place in the 
temper of that man who, on occaſion of every cala- 


mity which he ſuffers from the ill uſage of others, 


has no ſanctuary within his own breaſt ta which he 
can make retreat from their vexations; who is pof- 
ſeſſed of no principle which is of ſufficient power to 
beardown the riſimg tide of peeviſh and angry paſſions ? 
The violence of an enemy, or the ingratitude of 2 


_ friend, the injuſtice of one man, and the treachery 


7 — perpetually. dwell and rankle in his thoughts. 
he 
diſtreſs, is frequently more grating to him than the 

diſtreſs itfſelf. Whereas he who in every event looks 
up to God, has always in his view a great and eleya- 
ting object, which inſpires him with magnanimity. 
His mind lies open to every relieving thought, and 


3s inclinen to every ſuggeſtion of generoſity. He is 


diſpoſed'to ſay with Joſeph, it was not yau that ſent me 
Ather, but God ; with David, it is the Lird ; let bim 
do what ſeemeth gend in his eyes; and witha greater 

| than either of theſe, tie cup which my Fa- 


ther bath given me to drink, all I mt drink it? Hence 


ariſes ſuperiority to many of the ordi 


provoca- 


tions of the world. For he looks upon the whole of 


Hes preſent life as part of 3228 is car- 
„ "SS g 


part which they baue added in bringing on his - 


ried , 
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he views men as acting their ſeveral parts, and con- 
tributing to his good or evil. But their parts he con- 


ſiders as ſubordinate ones; which, though they you & 
l 


juſtly merit his affe ction, and may occaſionally ca 


fourth his reſentment, yet afford no proper foundation 


to violent or malignant paſſion. He looks upon bad 
men as only the rod with which the Almighty chaſ- 
tens; like the paſtilence, the earthquake, or the ſtorm, 
In the midſt of their injuſtice and violence he can 


| Pity their blindneſs; ard imitate our bleſſed Lord 
praying, Father, forgive them ; for they no not lat 
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* Hazael ſaid, W by weepeth my Lord ? And he an- 


- fwered, Becauſe ] know the evil that thou wilt ds 


tou ſet on fire, and their young men wilt thou ſſay 
wuitb the ſword, and will daſh their children, and rip 
- wp their women with child, And Hazael ſaid, But 
. auhat, is thy ſervant a dog, that be ſbould dot ſi great 

thing ? And Eliſha anſwered, Te Lerd hath ſbewsd 
me that thou ſbalt be king over Syra. | 


N the days of Joram king of Iſrael flouriſhed the 
I prophet Eliſha. His charaQter was ſo eminent, 
and his fame fo widely ſpread, that Benhadad the 
King of. Syria though an idolater, ſent to conſult him 
concerning the iſſue of à diſtemper which threatened 
His life. e meſſenger employed on this occaſion 
| was Hazael, who apf ears to have been one of the 
4 5 * Princes, 


2 d-on under the direction of Heaven. In this plan, | 
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| Princes, or chief men, of he Syrian court. Charged 


with rich gifts from the king, he preſents himſelf be” 
fore the prophet ; and accoſis him in terms of the 
higheſt reſpect. During the conference which they 
held together, Eliſha fixed his eye ſtedfaſtly on the 
countenance of Hazael; and diſcerning, by a pro- 
phetic ſpirit, his future tyranny and cruelty, he could 
not contain himſelf from burſting into a flood of 


tears. When Hazael, in ſupriſe, inquired into the 
| cauſe of this ſudden emotion, the prophet plainly in- 
forms him of the crimes and barbarities Which he fore- 


ſaw that hereafter he ſhould commit. The ſoul of 
Hazael abhorred, at this time, the thoughts of cru- 


elty. Uncorrupted, as yet, by ambition of great- 
| Tels, his indignation aroſe at being thought capable 


of ſuch ſavage actions as the prophet had mentioned 
and, with much warmth, he replies, But what ? is 


thy ſervant a dog, that be ſhould do this great thing ? 


Iliſha makes no return but to point out a remarkable 
change which was to take place in his condition; T 4s 
Lerd hath ſhewed me that thou ſbalt be king over Syria. 


In courſe of time, all that had been predicted came 
to paſs. Hazael aſcended the throne z and ambition 


took foſſeſſion of his heart. He ſmote tie children of 
Ifrael in all their coafls. He oppreſſed them during all 
the Yays of King Fehoahaz ; and, from what is left on 
record of his actions, plainly appears to have proved 


hat the prophet foreſaw him to be, a man of violence, 
cruelty, ard blood. | | 


In this paſſage of hiſtery, an object is preſented 
which deſerves our ſerious attention. We behold a 
man who, in one ſtate of life, could not lcok upon 


certain crimes without ſurpriſe and horrour ; who knew 


ſo little of himfelf as to believe it impoſſible for him 


ever to be concerned in committing them; that ſame 


man, by a change of condition, transformed in all his 
ſentiments, and as he roſe in greatneſs, riſing alſo in 
guilt ; till at laſt he completed that whole character 
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of iniquity which he once deteſted. Hence the fol- 


lowing obſervations naturally ariſe. I. That to a mind 
not entirely corrupted, ſentiments of abhorrehce at 
_ guilt are natural. II. That notwithſtanding thoſe 
ſentiments, the mind may be brcught undet the do- 
winion of the vices which it had moſt abhorred. III. 


That this unhappy revolation is frequently owing to 


a change of men's external circumſtances and condi- 
tion in the world. Theſe obſervations are to make 


the ſubjeQ of the preſent diſcouife; and will lead us 
to ſuch a view of human nature as, it is hoped, may 


be of general uſe. | : 
I. SENTIMENTS of abhorrence at guilt are natu- 


ral to the human mind. Hazaef's reply to the pro- 
phet ſhews how ſtrongly he felt them. 1s thy ſervant 


4 dog, that h: bob, do this great thing? Is he, or 


<1imes, which would render him unworthy of bear- 


ning the name of a man? This is the voice of human 


| *nature, while it is not as yet hardened in iniquity. 


Some vices are indeed more odious to the mind than 


others. Providence has wifely pointed the ſharpeſtedge 


of this natural averſion againſt the crimes which ate 
of moſt pernicious ond deſtruQive nature; fach as 
treachery, oppreffion and cruelty. But, in general, 
the diſtinQion between moral good and evil is ſo 
ſtrongly marked, as to accompany almoſt every vice 
with ſenſible diſapprobation. Preſent to any man, 
even the moſt ignorant and untutored, an chvious in- 
ſtance of injuſtice, falſehood, or impiety; let him 


view it in a ccol moment, when no paſſion blinds, 


and no intereſt warps him,; and you will find that his 


can he ever be, ſo bace and wretched as to petpetrate 


mind immediately revolts againſt it, as ſhameful and 


baſe, nay as deſcrvipg puniſhment. Hence, in rea- 
ſoning on the charaQ&crs of other*, however men may 
miſtake as to facts, yet they generally praiſe and blame 
according to the principles of (ound morality. 


Wub reſpe& to their own characer a rotorions 4 
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partiality to generally miſleads their judgement. But 


it is remarkable, that no ſinner ever avowsdirealy to 


himſelf that he has been guilty of groſs, and down- 
right iniquity. Even when engaged by his paſſions 


in the commiſſion of the greateſt crimes, he always 


palliates them to his own mind by fome extenvation 
or apology, ſome pretended neceſſity, or ſome bor- 

olour of innocence. Such power the ynde- 
niable dignity of virtue, and the acknowledged turpi- 
tude of vice, poſſeis over every humanheart. Theſe 


| ſentiments are the remaining impreſſions of that law, 


which was originally writteri on the mind* of man. 

They are gleams of that light which onee ſhone dear 
and ftrong within us, and which, though it be now 
greatly obſcured, yet continues to ſhoot a feeble ray 
athwart the dai kneſs of human nature. But what - 
ever ſentiments cf abhorrence at vice we may at any 


time entertain, we have no reaſon to build upon theſe 


a preſumptuous confidence of our continuance in vir- 
tue. For the cext inſtruction which the text ſuggeſts is, 
H. Tamar fuch is mans ingnorance of Is own 
charaQer, ſuch the frailty of his nature, that hemay 
one day become infamcus for thoſe very crimes which 
at preſent he holds in deteſtation. This obſervation 


is to well verified by the hiſtory of Hazael; and a 


thouſard other inſtances might be brought to confirm 
it. Thcugh there is ncthing which every perſon 
ought to know ſo thoroughly as his own heart, yet 
from the conduQ of men it appears, that there is 
nothing with which they are leſs acquainted. Always 
more prone to flatter themſelves than deſirous to diſ- 
cover the truth, they truſt to their being poſſeſlad of 


every virtue which has not been put to the trial; and 
reckon themſelves ſecure againſt every vice to which 


they have not hitherto been tempted. As 1 * 
their duty hangs in ſpeculation, it appears ſo plain, 
and ſo eligible, that they cannot doubt of performing 
it. The ſuſpicion never + choad mind, wm 
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the hour of ſpeculation, and in the hour of practice, 
their ſentiments may differ widely. Their preſent 


diſpoſition they eaſily perſuade themſelves will ever 


continue the fame ; and yet that diſpoſition is chang- 


ing with circumſtances every moment; | 
The man who glows with the warm feelings of de- 


fenſe of the divine goodneſs which at preſent melts 


"bis'Eeart. He whom his friend has lately ſaved from 


ruin is confident that, if ſome trying emergency ſhall 
put his gratitude to proof, he will rather die than 


abandon his benefa or. He who lives happy and 


" contented in frugal induſtry, wonders how any man 


ce an give himſelt up to diſſolute pleaſure. Were any 


of thoſe perſons informed by a ſuperiour ſpirit, that 


the time was ſhortly to come when the one ſhould 
prove an example of ſcandalous impie y, the other cf. 


treachery te his, friend, and the third of all that ex- 
travagant luxury which diſgraces a growing fortune; 


each of them would teſſify as much ſurprite and ab- 


borrence as Hazael did upon bearing the predictions 


of the prophet. Sincere they might very 


poſſibly be in their expreſſions of indignation ; 
lor hypocriſy is not always to be charged on men 


vhoſe conduct is inconſiſtent. Hazael was in earneſt, 


when he reſented with ſuch ardour the imputation of 


cruelty, The Apoſtle Peter was ſincere when he 


made the zealous profeſſion, that though he ſhould go 
to priſon and to death withhis maſter, he would never 


deny him. They were ſincere ; that is, they ſpoke 


from the fulneſs of their hearts, and from the warmth 
of the preſent moment; but they did not know them- 
| ſelves, as the events which followed plainly ſhowed: 
So falſe to its principles, too frequently, is the heart 
of man; ſo weak is the feundation of human virtue; 
ſo much reaſon there is for what the goſpel perpetu- 
ally inculcates concerning the neceſſity of diſtruſting 
ourſelves, and depending on divine aid. ariſing, 1 
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confeſs, is this view of human nature; yet proper 8 


to be atterded to by all, in order to eſcape the 

fatal dangers, For, merely through unguarded con- 

duct, and from the want of this prudent ſuſpicion of 
their own weakneſs, how mapy, after the moſt pro- 

miſing beginnings, have gradually apoſtatized from 


every principle of virtue, until, at laſt, it has become 
as difficult for one to believe that they ever had any 


love of goodneſs, as it would have been once to have 

perſuaded themſelves that they were to advance to 

ſuch a height in wickedneſs? 5 
In ſuch caſes as | have deſcribed, what has be- 


come, it may be enquized, of thoſe ſentiments of 


abhorrence a- guilt which were once felt ſo ſtrongly ? 


Are they totally eraſed? or, if in any degree they 


remain, how do ſuch perſons contrive to ſatisfy them 
ſelves in acting a part which their minds condemn ? 
Here, = is a myſtery of iniquity which requires 
to be unfolded I. atent and ſecret is theprogreſs or cor- , 


ruption within the foul, the more latert the more dan- 


gerous is its growth. No man becomes of a ſudden com- 


pleatly wicked. Quilt never ſhows its whole de for- 


mity at once; but by gradual acquaintance reconciles 


us to its appeararce, and 4mperceptibly diffuſes its 


poiſcn thro? all the powers of the mind. Every man 
has ſcme darling paſſion which generally affords the 


firſt introduction to vice. The irregular gratificati- 


ons into Which it occaſionally ſeduces him, appear 
under the form of venial weaknefles; and are indulged, 
in the beginning, with ſcrupulouſneſs and teſerve. 
But by longer practice theſe reſtrain, weaken, and 
the power of habit grows. One vice brings in ano- 
ther to its aid. By a ſort of natural affinity they 


conne & and entwine themſelves togethere ; till their 
roots come to be ſpread wide and deep over all the 


ſoul. When guilt riſes to be glaring, conſcience en- 
deavours to remonſtrate. But conſcience is a calm - 
principle. Paſſion is loud and impetoous; and cre- 
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ates a tumult which drowns the voice of 1eaſon. fe 
_ Joins, beſides, artigce to violerce ; and ſeduces at 
the ſame time that it impels. For it employs the 
_ underftandirg to impoſe upon the confcience. It 
ceviſes reaſon and argun:ents to juſtify the corrupt ions 
cf the heart. The common practice of the world 
| is appealed to. Nice diſtinctions are made. Men are 
found to be circumſtanced in ſo peculiar a manner, 
as to render certain ad iors excuſable, if not blame-- 
teſs, which in a nother ſiuation, it is confeſſed would 
have been criminal. By ſuch a proceſs as this, there 
is reaſon to bel eve that a great part of mankind 
. advance from ſtep to ſtep in fin, partly hurried by 
paſſion, and partly blinded by ſelf-dece:t. without and 
Juſt ſenſe of the degree of gutil which they contraQ. 
By imeterate habits their judgment is, at length, 
per verted, and their moral feelings are deadened. 
They ſee now with other eyes; and can Ic ok without 
pain on eyit actions which they formerly abhotred. 
It is proper, however, to ob erve, that though our 
native ſentiments of abhorrence at guilt may be ſo 
borne dowh, os fo eluceJ as to lor their influence ' 
on conduct, yet thoſe ſentiments belonging originally 
10 our frame, and being never totally eralicated from 
the ſoul, will tilt retain ſo much authority, as if 
not to reform, at leaft on ſome oecaſions, to chaſten 
_ the ſinner, It is only during a conrſe of proſperity, 
that vice is able to carry on its deluſions without diſ- 
| tur bance. But, amidſt the dark and thoughtful fitu- 
agtions of life, conſcience regains its rights; and pours 
| "the whole bitterneſs of remorſe on kis heart who has 
| — apoſtatized from his or'ginal principles. We may 
well believe that, before the end of his days, Hazael's 
firſt impreſſions would be made to return, In the 
hour of adverſity, the remembrance of his conference 
with the venerable Prophet would ſting his heart. 
Comparing the ſentiments which, in thoſe his better 
das, he elt, with the atrocious cruelties mon f 
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had afterwards committed, all the honours of royalty 


weuld be unable to fave him from the inward ſenſe 
of baſeneſs and infamy. 


From this view which has been exhibited of the | 


progreſs of corruption, and of the danger to which 
we are expoſed of falling ſrom princ'ples which once 


appeared firmly eſtabhſhed, let us receive uſeful ad- 
monition for our own conduct. Let net bim that + 
Te 2 en his harneſs, toaft like him that putteth it F. 


et no man place a raſh and dangercus confidence in 


his virtue. But let bim tit think: th he ſtandeth, take 


heed left he fall. Never adventure on too near an ap- 


- proach to what is evil. Familiarize not youſelves 
. with jt, in the ſlighteſt inſtances, without fear. Liſ- 
ten with reverence to every reprehenſions of con- 
ſcience ; and preſerve the moſt quick and accurate 
ſenſibility to right and wrong. If ever you moral 
impreſſions begin to decay, and your natural abhor- - 
rence of guilt to leſſey, you have ground to dread. 
that the ruin of vitue is faſt approaching, While 
you employ all the circumſpeQion and vigilance 
which reaſon can ſuggeſt, let your prayers, at the ſame 
time, continually aſcend to God for ſupport and aid. 
Remember that from him deſcended every good and 
per ſedt gift; and that to him only it belongs to, keep. 
| you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before th 


preſence of bis glory with exceeding joy. | proceed 
now to the „ | 


Il, OxsxrRvaTtION from the text, That the. 
power which corrup jon acquires to pervert the origi- 


nal pi indiples of men, is frequently owing to a change 


of their circumſtances and cor du jon in the worlds 
How different was Hazael the meſſenger of Benhad- 


ed, from Hazael the king; he who ſtarted mt the 


mention of cruelty, from him who waded in blood | 


Of this fad and ſurpriſing revolution, the Porphet em- 


phatically aſſigns the cauſe in theſe ſew words. The | 
Lerd hath ſhewed me that thou ſbalt be king over Syra. 
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That crown, that fatal crown, wh'ch is to be ſet up- a. 


on thy head, ſhall ſhed a malignant influence over 
thy nature: and ſhall produce that change in thy cha- 
racer which now thou canſt nat believe. W hoſe 
experience of the world is ſo narrow, as not to fur- 
Triſh him with inſtances ſimilar to this, in much hum- 
bler conditions of life ? So great is the influence of a 
new ſituation of external fortune; ſuch a different 
turn it gives to our temper and affections, to our 
views and deſires, that no man can forete] what his 
character would prove, ſhould Providence either raiſe 
or depreſs his circumſtances in a remarkable degree, 
or throw him into ſome ſphere of action widely dif- 
ferent from that to which he has been accuſtomed 
in former ſife. 
The ſeeds of various qualities, good and bad, lie 
in all our hearts. But until proper occaſions ripen, 
and bring them forward, they lie there inactive and 
dead. They are cwered up and concealed wickin 
| the receſſes of our nature: or, if they ſpring up at 
all, it is under ſouch an appearance as is frequently 
miſtaken, even by ourfelves. Pride, for inſtance, in 
certain ſituations, has no opportunity of diſplaying it- 
ſelf, but as magranimity, or ſenſe of honouy. Ava- 
rice appears as neceſſary and laudable ceconomy.- 
What in one ſtation of liſe would diſcover itfelf to be 
cowardice and baſeneſs of mind, paſſes in another for 
pradent circumſpection. What in the-fulneſs of pow - 
er would prove to be cruelty and oppreſſion, is repu- 
ted, ina ſobordinate rank, no more than the exerciſe 
of proper diſcipline, For a while, the man is known 
neither by the world, nor by himſelf, to be what he 
truly is. But bring him into a new ſituation of life, 
which accords with his predominant diſpoſion; which 
flrikes 6h certain latent qualities of his ſoul, and awa- 
kens them into action; and, as the leaves of a flow 
er gradually unfold to the fun, fo; ſhall all his true 
character open full to view. e 
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113 may, in one light, be accounted not ſo much 
an alteration of charader produced by a charge of 
circumſtances, as 2 diſcovery brought forth of the 
real character which formerly lay concealed, Yet, 
at the ſame. time, it is true that the man himſelf un- 
dergoes a change. For opportunity being given for 
certain diſpoſitions. which had been dormant, to ex- 
ert themſelves without reſtraint, they of courſe gather 
ſtrength. By means of the aſcendency which they 
gain, other parts of the temper are borne down; 
aud thus an alteration is m de in the whole ſtruc- | 
ture and ſyſtem of the ſoul. He is a truly wile and 
ood man who, through divine aſſiſtance, remains 
| | nan to this influence of fortune on his character; 
who having once imbibed worthy ſentiments, and 
_ eſtabliſhed proper principles of action, continues con- 
ſtant to theſe, whatever his circumſtances be ; main- 
tains, throughout all the changes of his life, one 
uniform and ſupported tenour of conduct; and what 
he abhored as evil and wicked in the beginning of 
his days, Continues to abhor to the end. But how. 
rare is it to meet with this honourable conſiſtency 
among men, while they are 1 through the dif- 
ferent ſtations and periods of life! When they ara 
ſetting out in the world, before their minds have been 
greatly miſled or debaſed, they glow with generous 
emotions, and ook with contempt on whatis ſordid and 
guilty. But advancing farther in life, and inured by 
degrees to the crooked ways of men; preſſing through 
the crowd, and the buſtle of the world; obliged to 
contend with this man's craft, and that man's ſcorn ; 
accuſtomed, fometimes, to conceal their ſentiments, 
and often to ſtifle their feelings, they became at liſt 
hardended in heart, and familiar with corruption, 
Who wouldnot dropa tear over this ſad, bu: frequent 
fall of human probity and honour ! Who is not hum 
bled, when he behol's the refin:d ſentiments and 
high principles on w.1:h we are ſo ready to y.lhe 
3 | L | ourſe! es, 


4 


420 On the Claratler of Hazael. 
That crown, that fatal crown, wh ch is to be ſet up- 
on thy head, ſhall ſhed a malignant influence over 
thy nature; and ſhall produce that change in thy cha- 
rider which now thou canſt not believe. Whoſe 
- experience of the world is ſo narrow, as not to fur- 
viſh him with inſtances ſimilar to this, in much hum- 
bler conditions of life? So great is the influence of a 


' new ſituation of external fortune; ſuch a different 
turn it gives to our temper and affections, to our 


in former fife. 


views and deſires, that no man can foretc] what his 
character would prove, ſhould Providence either raiſe 
or depreſs his circumſtances in a remarkable degree, 
or throw him into ſome ſphere of action widely dif- 

ſerent from that to which he has been accuſtomed 


* 


The ſeeds of various qualities, good and bad, lie 
in all our hearts. But until proper occaſions ripen, 
and bring them forward, they lie there inactive and 
dead. They are cwered up and concealed within 
the receſſes of our nature: or, if they ſpring up at 
all, it is under ſouch an appearance as is frequently 
miſtaken, even by ourfelves. Pride, for inſtance, in 
certain ſituations, has no opportunity of diſplaying it- 
ſelf, but as magranimity, or ſenſe of honouy. Ava- 
rice appears as neceſſary and laudable economy. 
What in one ſtation of liſe would diſcover it felf to be 
- cowardice and baſeneſs of mind, paſſes in another for 
pradent circumſpection. What in the-fulneſs of pow - 
er would prove to be cruelty and oppreſſion, is repu- 
ted, ina ſobordinate rank, no more than the exerciſe 
of proper diſcipline, For a while, the man is known 
neither by the world, nor by himſelf, to be what he 
truly is. But bring him into a new ſituation of life, 
which accords with his predominant diſpoſion; which 
ſtrikes 6h certain latent qualities of his ſoul, and awa- 
kens them into action; and, as the leaves of a flow- 
er gradually unfold to the fun, fo; ſhall all his true | 
character open full to view, — & os 
cl EO nb is 


* 
- * + 
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'| *' This may, in one light, be accounted not lo much 
an alteration of charadter produced by a charge of 
circumſtances, as a diſcovery brought forth of the 
real character which formerly lay concealed. Yet, 
at the ſame. time, it is true that the man himſelf un- 
dergoes a change. For opportunity being given for 
certain diſpoſitions. which had been dormant, to ex- 
ert themſelves without reſtraint, they of courſe gather 
ſtrength. By means of the aſcendency which they 
gain, other parts of the temper are borne down; 
aud thus an alteration is m de in the whole ftruc- 
ture and ſyſtem of the ſoul. He is a truly wile and 
good man who, through divine aſſiſtance, remains 
ſuperiour to this influence of fortune on his character; 
who having once imbibed worthy ſentiments, and 
eſtabliſhed preper principles of action, continues con- 
ſtant to theſe, Whatever his circumſtances be; main- 
tains, throughout all the changes of his life, one 
uniform and ſupported tenour of conduct; and what 
he abhored as evil and wicked in the beginning of 
his days, dontinues to abhor to the end. But how 
rare is it to meet with this honourable conſiſtency 
among men, While they are 1. through the dif- 
ferent ſtations and periods of life! When they ar 
ſetting out in the world, before their minds have been 
greatly miſled or debaſed, they glow with generous. 
emotions, and ook with contempt on what is ſordid and 
guilty, But advancing farther in life, and inured by 
degrees to thecrooked ways of men; preſſing through 
the crowd, and the buſtle of the world; obliged to 
contend with this man's craft, and that man's ſcorn ; 
accuſtomed, fometimes, to conceal their ſentiments, _ 
and often to ſtifle their feelings, they became at lit 
hardended in heart, and familiar with corruption, 
Who wouldnot dropa tear over this ſad, bu: frequent 
fall of human probity and honour ! Who is not hum- 
bled, when he behol 's the refin d ſentiments and 
high principles on W. i:h we are fo ready toy lhe . 
5 # , ourſel es, 
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ourſelves, brought to fuch a ſhamefull iſſue; and 
man, with all his boaſted aitainments of reaſon; diſ- 


Covered ſo often to be the creature of his external for- 
tune, moulded and formed by the incidents of his life 


Tux inſtance of Hazaet's degeneracy leads us to 
reſle ct, in particular, on the dangers which ariſe from 

ſtations of | power and 201 ; eſpecially, - when 
the ele vation of m̃en to theſe has been rapid and ſud- 
den. Few have the firength of mird which is requi- 


fite for bearing ſuch a change with temperance, and 


ſelf- command. The teſpect which is paid to the 
great, and the ſcope which their condition affords for 


the irdulgence of pleaſure, are perilous circuſtances 


to virtue. When men live among their equals, and 


are accuſtomed to encounter the hardſhips ot life, they 


are of courſe reminded of their mutual dependence 
on each other, and of the dependence of all upon God. 


But when they are highly exalted above their fellows, 
they meet with few objeQs to awaken ſerious reflec- 


tion, but with many to ſeed and inflame their paſſi- 
ons. They are apt to- ſeparate their intereſt from 
that of all around them; to wrap themſelves up in 
their vain grandeur ; and in the lap of indolence and 


felfiſh pleaſure, to acquire a cold indfference to the | 


concerns even of thoſe u hom they call thei friends. 
The fancied independence into which they are lifted 
up, is adverſe to ſentiments of piety, as well as of 


| humanity, in their heart. Talirg the timbrel and 


| the harp, and rejoicing at the ſcund of the er gan, they 
fay unts God, Depart ſron: us, for we defire not the 


knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty that we 


ſhould ſerve him ? or what profit ſhauld we have, if 
we pray unto him? 3 
Eut we are not to imagine, that elevated ſtations 


in the world furniſn the only formidable trials 


to which our virtue is expoſed. It will be found, 
that we are liable to no feu er nor leſs dangerous temp- 
tatior s, from the op oſi e extreme of poverty and 

| | depreſſion 


Py : : . b, 
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depreſſion. When men who have known better days 
are throne-down into abject ſituations of fortune, 


their ſpirits are broken and their tempers ſoured. En- 


vy rank les in their breaſt at ſuch as are more ſucceſſ- 
ful. The providence of Heaven is accuſed in ſecret 
murmurs; and the ſenſe of miſery is ready to puniſh 


them into atrocious crimes, in order to better their 
ſtate. Among the inferiour claſſes of mankind, craft 
and diſhoneſty are too oſten found to prevail. Low 
and penurrious circumſtances depreſs the human pow- 
ers. They deprive men of the proper means of know- 
ledge and improvement; and where ignorance is groſs, 
it is always in hazard of engendering profligacy, 
Hence is has been, generally, the pinion of wiſe 
men in all ages, that there is a certain middle con- 
dition of life, equally remote from either of thoſe 


extremes of fortune, which though it want not alſo 


its own dangers, yet is, on the whold, the ſtate moſt 
favourable both to virtue and to happineſs, For there, 
tuxury and pride on the one hand, have not opportr- 
nity to enervate or intoxicate the mind, nor want an 
dependence on the other, to ſink and debaſe it; there, 


all the native affectiors of the foul have the freeſt 


and faireſt exerciſe, ihe equality of men is felt, 
friendſhips are formed, and improvements of every 
fort are purſued with moſt ſucceſs; there, men are 


_ prompted to induſtry without being overcome by toil, 


and their powers callen forth into exertion, with- 
out being either fuperſeded by too mich abundance, 
or baffled by inſuperab'e difficulties ; there, a mixture 
of comforts and of wants, at once awakens their gra- 
titude to God, and reminds them of their dependence 


on his aid; and therefore, in this ſtate, men ſeem to 
enjoy life to moſt advantage, and to be leaſt expoſed to 


the ſnares of vice. Suchaconditicn bk recoreded, in the 
book of Proverbs, to have been the wiſh and choice of 
one who was eminent for wiſdom, Remove far from 

8 e | 4 
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t:. Feed me with ford meme fo . Le „ 
Fuil and deny thee, and ſay, N bo is the Lord? er left 


J be poor and ſteal, and tale the name of my Gad in vain, 

Fou the whole view which we have now taken 
of the ſubject, we may, in the firſt place, learn the 
reaſons for which a variety of conditions ard ranks 


was eſtabliſhed by Providence among mankind, This 
liſe is obviouſly intended to be a ſtate of probgtion and 


trial No trial of characters is requiſite with reſpe& 
to God, who ſees what is in every heart, and per- 
fealy knows what part each man would ad, in all 
the poſſible ſituations of fortune. But on account of 


men themſelves, and of the world around them, it 


was neceſſary that trial ſhould take place, aud a diſ- 
crimination of charaQers be made; in order that 
true virtue might be ſeperated from falſe appearances 


of it, ard the juſlice of Heaven be diſplay ed in its fi- 
nal retributions ; in order that the failings of men 


might be ſo -diicovered to themſelves, as to afford 


| them proper inſtruction, and promote their amend- 
ment; and in order that their, characters might be 


ſhown to the world in every, point of view, which 
cc uid furnith either examples for imitation, or admo- 


nitions of danger. Ihe acce « pliſhment of theſe im- 
portant purpoſes required, that human life ſhould not 


always proceed in one ter our; but that t ſhould both 


be chcquered with many revolutions, and deverſified 


by a variety of employments and. ranks; in paſſing 
through which, the touchſlone might be applied to 
the charaQters of men, and their hidden virtues or 
vices explored, Hazael might have appeared in hiſto- 
ry with a degree'cf reputation to wluch he was not. 
entitled, had he continued to ad; in a ſubordinate ſt a- 


tion. At bottom, he was ſalſe and unſound. When 


raiſed higher in life, the ecrruption of his heart diſ- 
covered itfelf, and he is now held forth with deſerved 


- infamy, as a warning to ſucceeding ages. 


| In the ſecond plade we learn, from what | +* been 
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| Afaid, in the importance of attending with the utmoſt 
F care to the choice which we — 2 — 
and condition in life. It has been ſhown, that our 
external ſituation frequently operates power fully on 
our moral charader; and by conſequege that it is 
: ſtrictly conne & ed, not only with our temporal welfare, . | 
1 but with our everlaſting happineſs or miſery, He who Þ} 
might have paſſed unblamed and upright, thro? cer- 
| | tain walks of life, by unbappily chuſing a road where 
be meets with temptations too ſtrong for his virtue, 
\ | precipitates himſelf into thame here, and into endleſs 
| ruin hereafter, Yet how often is the determination 
of, this moſt important article left to the chance of acci- 
dental connections, or ſubmitted to the option ot 
Youthful fancy and humour? When it is made the 
) . ſubjeR of ſerious deliberation, how ſeldom have they, 
- on whom the deciſion of it depends, any further view 
: than to diſpoſe of one who is coming out into life, as 
] that he may the ſooneſt become rich, or, as it ĩs ex · 
- preſſed, make his wayto moſt advantage in the world ? 
e Are there no other objeQs than this to be attended to, 
h in fixing the plan of life? Are there no more facred and 
- important intereſts whichdeſerve to be conſulted ?— 
- You. would not willingly place one for whoſe welfare 
t- you was intereſted, in a ſituation for which you were 
h convinced that his abilities were unequal. Theſe, 
d therefore, you examine with care; and on them 
g you reſt the ground of your diciſion. Be perſuaded 
that no abilives merely, but the turn of the temper 


* and the heart, require to be examined with equal at- 
> I tention, in forming the plan of future eſtabliſhment. 
dt. Every one has ſome peculiar weakneſs, feme predo- 
a= | minant paſſion, which. cxpoſes him to temptatic ns 
en of one kind more than of another. Eatly this may 
3 be deſcerned to ſnoot; and from its firſt riſigns its 
ed future groth may be inferred. Anticipate its progreſs, 

; Ct ſider howit is likely to be affeded, by ſucceeding 
en occurrences in life. if 


you biirg one whom you are 
4. a . 5 rearing 
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rearing up into a ſituation, where all the ſurrounding 
circumſtanees ſhall cheriſh and mature this fata 
| gy in his nature, you become; in a great 
ure, anſwerable for the confequenees that follow! In 
vain you truſt to his abilities and powers. Vice and 
corruption, when they have tainted the heart, are ſuf- 
| ficient to overſet the greateſt abilities. Nay, too 
ſrequently they turn them againſt the poſſe ſſor; and 
tender them the inſtruments of his more ſpeedy ruin. 
Ins the third place, we leu n from the hiſtory which 
bas deen illuſtrated, never to judge of true happi- 
neſs, merely from the degree of mens' advance ment 
in the wor Alway betrayed by appearances, the 
multitude are caught by nothing ſo much as by the 
ſhow and pomp of life. They think every one bleſt 
Who is raiſed fas above others in rank. Fiom their 
earlyiſt years they are taught to fix their views upon 
worldly elevation, as the ultimate object of their aims; 
and of all the ſources of error in conduct, this is the 
moſt get eral.— Hazael on the throne of Syria would, 
doubtleſs, be more envied, and eſteemed by the mul- 
titude a far happier man than, when yet a ſubjeQ, 
he was employed by Benhadad to carry his meſſage 
to Eliſt a. Yet, O Hazael | how much better had 
it been for thee never to have known the name or ho- 
nour of a king, than to have purchaſed it at the ex- 
pence ef ſo mich guilt; ſorfeitirg thy firſt and beſt 
_ CharaCer; rufhing into crimes which were once thine 
abhorrence and becoming a traitor to the native ſen- 
timents and diQates of thy heart ! How fatal to thy 
re poſe proved that coveted purple, which was dren- 
ched by thee in io much innocent blood ! Hoꝰw much 
more cheerful were thy days, and how much calmer 
thy nights, in the former periods of thy life, than, 
w hen placed on a throne, thy ears were invaded by 
day with the cries of the miterable whom thou halk 
ruined; and thy flumbers broken by night with the 
ſhecking remembrance of thy cruelues and crimes |— 


Never 


5 £ "2 
- * 


Never let us judge by the outfide of things 3 no” 
_ conclude. a man to be happy, ſolely becauſe he is en 


compaſſed with wealth or grandeur. Much o_ 
often lurkes where. it is little ſuſpected by the world. 
The material enquiries reſpeQing felicity are, not 
what a man's external condition is, but with what 


diſpoſition of mind he bears it; whether he be cor- 


rupted ot improved by it; whether he conduQts him- 
ſelf ſo as to be acceptable to God, and approved of 


by good men. For theſe are the eircumſtanees which 


make the real and important diſtin ctions among the 
conditions of men. The effects of theſe are to laſt 


for evef, when all worldly diſtinQtions ſhall be for- 


lx the fourth place, from all that has been ſaid, 
we ſhonld learn never to be immoderately anxious 
about our external fituation, but to ſubmit our lot 
with cheerfulneſs (o the / diſpoſal of Heaven. To 
make the beſt and moſt prudent arra ents which 
we can, reſpecting cur condition in life, is matter 


ol high duty. But let us remember, that all the 


plans which we form are precarious ard uncertain, 
After the utmoſt precautions taken by human wiſdom, 
no man can forefee the hidden dangers which may 
await him in that path of life on which he has pitched, 


Providence chuſes for us much more wiſely than we 


can chuſe fcr ourſelves ; and, from circumſtances that 
appeared at firſt moſt unpromiſing ardadv: rie, often 
brings forth in the iſſue both temporal and ſpiritual 


_ felicuy. Who knoweth what is good for man in this 


life, ail the days of his vain life, which be ſpendeth as 
a ſhadow ? When we conſider the darkneſs of our 
preſent fate, the embecility of human na- ure, and 

the doubtful and ' ambiguous valde of all that we call 
proſperity, the ex hortation of the Pfal viſt comes 
home with great force on every refleQing mind. Com- 
mir thy way unte the Lord. Form the meaſures with 
produce z but diveſt thyſelf of anxiety about 93 a7 | 


y 
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Inſflead of ſeeking to order thine own lot, acquieſce 


in the appointment of Heaven, and follow without | 


heſitation the call of Providence, and of duty. In 


Whatever ſituation of life God ſhall place thee, look 


up devoutly to Him for grace and aſſiſlance; and ſtudy 
to act the part aſſigned thee with a faithful and up- 
right heart. Thus ſhalt thou have peace within thy- 
ſelf, while thy courſe is going on; and when it 
draws towards a cloſe, with ſatisfaction thou ſbalt 
review thy conduct. For, after all the toils and la- 


bours of life, and all the vain ſtruggles which we 


maintain for pre-eminence and diſtinQion, we ſhall 
find at the concluſion of the whole. ſcene, that to fear 
"God and keep bis commandments is the whole of man. 


SERMON XXVII. 


| EccrtlasTEs Vii. 2, 3, 4. 


| I is better of to the houſe of mourning, than togo to the 


eaſling ; for that is the end of all men, and 


_  bouſe of 


the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better 


than laugbter ; for by the ſadneſs of the countenance 


te heart is made better. The heart of the wiſe is | 


in the houſe of maurning; but the heart of fools is in 
the hinſe of mirth. „ | 


MAN of the maxims contained in this book of 
1 Eccleſiaſtes will appear ſtrange ſayings to the 
men of the world. But when they reflect on the 


character of him who delivers them, they cannot but 


admit that his tegets deſerve a ſerious and atientive 
examination. For they are not the doQrines of a 
pedant, who, from an obſcure retirement, declaims 
againſt pleaſures. which. he never kuew. They are 


not 


not the invectives of a diſappointed man, who takes 
revenge _ the world, by fatirizing thoſe enjoy- 
ich 


' rience, and tried wiſdom. None of his principles 
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ments, w he ſaught in vain to obtain. I hey 
are the concluſions of a great and proſperious prince, 
who had once given full ſcope to his defires ; who 
was thoroughly acquainted with life in its moſt flat- 
tering ſcenes ; and who now, reviewing all that he 
had enjoyed, delivers to us the reſult of long expe- 


ſeem, at firſt view, more dubious and exceptionable 


than thoſe which the text preſents. To aſſert that 


forrow 1s preferable to mirth, and the houſe of mour- 
ning to the houſe of feafting ; to adviſe men to chuſe 
mortification and ſadneſs: when it is in their power to 
indulge in joy, may appear harſh and unreaſonable 


doctrines. They may, perhaps, be accounted ene- F 


mies to the innocent enjoyment of life who give coun- 


tenance to ſo ſevere a ſyſtem, and thereby increaſe 


* which already fits ſufficiently heavy on the 
condition of man. But let this cenſure be ſuſpended, 
until we examine with care into the ſpirit and mean- 
ing of the ſentimets here delivered. DS, 4 


It is evident that the wiſe man does not prefer "TY . 


row, opon its own account, to mirth; or repreſent 


ſadneſs as a ſtate more eligible than joy. He conſi - 
deres it in the light of diſcipline only. He views it 
with reference to an end. He compares it with cer= | 


tain improvements which he ſuppoſes it to produce ; 


when the heart is made better by the ſadneſs of the = A 


| fenance, and the vi to lay to beart what is the end 
of all men. Now, 1 


great and laſting benefits are 
ound to reſult from occafional ſadneſs, theſe, ſure, 


may be capable of giving it the preference to ſome 


fleeting ſenſations of joy, The means which he re- 


commends in order to our vobtainirg thoſe benefits 


are to be explained according to the principles of 
found reaſon ; and to be underſtood wth thoſe limita- 


tions which the eaſtern ſtyle, in delivering moral 


Rein 


430 On the Binefits to be derived | 
precepts, frequently requires. He bids us-go to: the 
houſe of mourning ;, but he does not command us to 
dwell there. When he prefers ſorrow to laughter, 
he is not to be underſtood as prohibiting all. mirth ; 
as requiring us to wear a perpetual cloud on our brow, 


and to ſequeſtrate ourſelves from every cheerful en- 


tertainment of ſocial life. Such an interpretation 
would be inconſiſtent with many other exhortations 
in his own writings, which recommend temperate 
and innocent joy. It would not ſuit with the proper 
diſcharge of the duties which belong io us as mem 
ders of ſociety; and would be moſt oppoſite to the 
goodneſs and benignity of our Creator. The true 
ſcope of his doctrine in this paſlage is, that there is 
a certain — ev — TE is of far 
ter conſequence to | happineſs, than the 
— indulgence of giddy and thoughtleſs mirth ; 
that for the attainment and cultivation of this temper, 
| frequent returns of grave reflection are neceſſary ; 
that, upon this account, # is profitable to give admiſ- 
ſion to thoſe views of human diſtreſs which tend to 
awaken uch reflection in the mind; and that thus, 
from the viciſſitudes of ſorrow, which we either ex- 
pe ience in our own lot, or ſ ize With in the 
{or ot others, much wiſdom improvement may 
be derived, Theſe are the ſentiments which. I pro- 
poſe at preſent to juſtify and recommend, as moſt 
ſuitable to the charaQer-of men and of Chriſtians ; 
and not in the leaſt inconſiſtent with pleaſure, right- 
ly underſtood. | 2 ; ; = 
Among the variety of diſpoſitions which are to be 
found in the world, ſome indeed requires leſs of this 
 dilcipline than others. There are perſons whoſe ten- 
der and delicate ſenſibility, either derived from nature, 
or brought on by repeated affliftions renders them too 
deeply ſuſceptible of every - mournful impreſſion ; 
whoſe ſpirits ſtand more in need of being ſapported 
and cheered, than of being ſaddened by the dark 
. P71 | RO FFF 
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views of human life. In ſuch caſes, we are com- 


minded to lift up the hands which bang down, and to 
confirm the feeble knees. But this is far from being 


the comon diſpoſition of men. Their minds are in 
general inclined to levity, much more than to:hought- 


ful melancholy ; and their hearts more apt to be con- 


trated and hardened, than to relate with too much 
felicity: I ſhall therefore endeavdur to ſhew them, 
what badinclinations their compliance with Solomon's 
advice would correct; what good diſpoſitions with 
reſpect to God, their neighbours, and themſelves, it 
aould1 improve ; and how, upon the whole, his doc- 


:trine is verified, that by the ſadneſs of the 3 


the beart is made better. 
I zEGIN by obſerving, that the temper recom- 


mended in the text ſuits the preſent conſtitution of 
things in this world. Had man been deſtined for a 


courſe of undiſturbed enjoyment, 2 ga'ety 
would then have correſponded to his ſtate; and pen- 


{ive though have been an unnatural intruſion. But 
in a ſtate where all is chequered and mixed, where 
there is no proſperity without a reverſe, and vo joy 


without its attending griefs ; where from the houſe — 
feaſting all muſt, at one time or other, paſs into the 


houſe of moncaing, it were equally unnatural if no. 

admiſſion was given to grave refleQion. The mind of 
man wult be attempered to his condition. Providence, 
Vvhoſe wiſdom is conſpicuous 1 in alLits works, has ad- 
juſted with exact proportion the inward powers to the 
outward ſtate of every rational being. It has for th's. 


purpoſe implanted the ſerious and ſympathetic fee'- 
— in our nature, that they might correſpond. with 


the viciſſitudes of ſorrow in our lot. He who endea- 


vours to repel thelt influence, or to ſtifle them in un- 


ſeaſonable mirth, aQs a violent and unnatural part. 


He ſtrives with vain efforts againſt the cucrent of 


| things; contradiQs the-intention of his Maker, and 
| — the original impullee of his own heart, 5 


— — 


— 
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It is proper alſo to obſerve, that as the ſadneſs of ' 
the countenance has, in our preſent ſituation, a propet 


and natural place; fo it is requiſite to the true en- 
joyment of pleaſure. Worldly and ſenſual men often 


remark not, till it be too late, that by the ſtudied ef- 


forts of conſtant repetition, all their pleaſures fail. 


They draw them off ſo cloſe to the dregs, that they 


become inſipid and nauſeous. Hence even in laghter 
their beart is forrowful, and the end of their mirth is 
_ heavineſs. It is only the interpoſal of ſerious and 
thoughtful hours, that can give any lively ſenſations 
to the returns of joy. I ſpeak not of thoſe- thought- 


ful hours, too well known to ſinners which proceed 
from guilty remorſe ; and which, inſtead of preparing 


for future pleaſure, damp and ſicken the moment of 
_ enjoyment ; but of thoſe which take riſe from the mind 
_ retreating into itſelf, and opening to the ſentiments 
of religion and hnmanity. Such hours of virtuous 
ſadneſs brighten the gleams of ſucceeding joy. They 
give to the temperate enjoyments of the pious and 
humane a refined and delicate reliſh, to which the 


hardened and inſenſible are entire ſtrangers. For it 
will be found, that in proportiomas the tender affecti- 


ons of the ſoul are kept awake, howmuch ſoever they 


may ſometimes diſtreſs the heart, the preſerve it open 
likewiſe to the moſt agreeable ſenſations. He who 


never knew the ſorrows of fiiendſhip, never alſo 
knew its joys» He whoſe heart cannot relent in the 
houſs of mourning, will, in tne moſt ſocial hour of 


the houſe of feaſting. partake of no more than the 
loweſt part of animal pleaſure. —Having premiſed | 


theſe obſervations, I proceed to point out the direct 

effe ds of a proper attention to the diſtreſſes of life 
upon our moral and religious character. | 

Ils the 7 place, the houſe of mourning is calcu- 

lated to give a proper check to our natural though 

leſſneſs and ſevity. The indolence of mankind, and 


their love of pleaſure, ſpread through all — | 
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and ranks ſome; degree. of — 
and (eriouss,., They..graſp any 1ohjeRueyber: o 
— amuſemeat, 47 nts Makes 12 
Wngathly aways Whightcarrigy 
abroad, and ſages them from dhe — 
them ſalves. With 00 
bit of conſtant, dſſipation., If their 
allbwot kenn 2 ——ůů they devote 


or a Hen eee ie ay; . 
prove men in: ſome: of thoſe , exteriour 
ments, which, ſparkle:in: the: eyes of the giddy and 
ther wk vain 3 "ha rol ſink them in the ,eſtipem/'of alt 
the wiſe. ; It randecs them ſtravgers to themſelves 
and wiclels, ii now/perniciouts to-the world. _ 
loſe ever mandy prisciple. Their, minde 1 
laxed and effernigats. ., All hat is, great ot reſpeRabl 
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with whom we had lately mingled inthe hbuſe of: 
tea 
life into the vnle of miſery j or when, im ſad ſilence, 
we ſtand by the friend whom we had loved as our 
don foul; | ched on che ded of death 'then is the” 
| tenſor! when the world begins to-uppear -ift 4 new: 
licht; when''the heart opens te vinmous fentiments, 
and is led into that tram f reflection HE 5 
to direct life. He Who befor krew not What 
it was to communt on his hear ion any ſerious ſub- 
JG, wow Yai puts the queſtiop-tq hirhſelf, ſor what Por- 

N he Was fent” ferm ante this arial; Kras 
ſtate —— fate iolikel ya 

and what jud 

— tor a+ — 

not fave the heart from 6 


— form of thofe 


nguiſh in the eib day. 


Touched by the hand-of thoughtful melancholy, that 


airy'edificeef bliſs which fancy had raiſed up for him, 
— and baron deſert, in · hieb, ſuirounded — 

a diſagreeable object. he —— 
— „The time which he Has mi- ſpem, and the 
— which be has miſemployed, his fooliſh levity 


before him. That duknern Nate GE Exiſtence into 
which, race: after race, the childsem ef men paſs, 
ſtrikes hismindwith! ſademn a- thete no courie 
by which be can retrive lis paſt efrours?* Is there no 
| typeriour power to which he ban look up\for aid? 16 
there no plan df cundud which! if it eempt him 


of life ?—Such 
by the houſetof-mourni 

— 8 her — 
IE 2 


amidſt the diftre(sfulexig 


mm 


ſting, ſunk by ſome of the ſudden vicifſitudes 5 


be bes it Toneludes; | 
Which, he now: — 


away: He beholde in- ns pface of it; the. 


and his criminal · pur ſuits, all riſe in painſul proſpe ct 
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| In the ſecond place, impreſſic ns of this nature not 
J only produce moral ſe rĩiouſneſs, but awaken ſentimentꝰ 
'E of piety, and bring men into the ſanQuary of religi- 
on. One might, indeed, imagine that the . bleſſings 


olf a proſperous condition would prove the moſt natu- 
ral incitements to devotion; and that when men were 
happy in themſelves,” and faw nothing but -bappineſs 
I. around them, they could not fail: greatfully to ac- 
| knowledge that God who giveth them all things 
1 richly 46 enjey: Yet ſuch is their corruptiong that 
they are never more ready to forget their hene factor; | 
than when loaded with his benefits. The giver. is 
concealed from their ' careleſs and inattentive view, 
'by the cloud of his own gifts. When their life con- 
tinues to flow in one ſmooth current, unruſſſed by any 
_ griefs;' when they neither receive in their own cir- 
- cumſtances, nor allow themſelves to-receive from the- 
circumſtance of others, any admonitions of human 
_ Inſtability; they not on become regardleſs of Provi- . 
cence, but are in hazard of contemning it, on 


y Ng 
bod neceſſar y. is it that, by ſome dhange initheir fit 


ation, men ſhould be obliged to enter into the hoſe _ 
of . mourning; in order to recover a proper 
ſenſe df their 


dependent " ſtkte ? It i e, 


* 


ll 
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fit apart, involved in ſerious thought, look down - WP 
as from ſame eminence on thoſe dark Cowl that bang 1 
|  over'the life, of man, the arzogance of proſperity s 

' humbled, and the heart melts under the jimpr -v 5. a 
of religion. Formerly we were taught, but now we $09 2 
_ Tee, we feel, how auch ve ſtand in need of en Almig- Pu 
. amidſt the changes of this vain world. 

ſaul cleaves to — deſpiſes not, nor abhors 
the affiiflion e the affiifed. Prayer flows forth of 
its own accord from the relating heart, that he may 
be our Gad, and the God of our friends in diſtreſe ; 
1 dof pas forſake us while we are 
in mage; may.ſtrengthen us under 

us calamities, 22 us hereafter to thoſe hahi - 

_ tations. of reſt, here we, and they whom we love, 
may be delivered: from the trials which all are now 
doomed: The diſcoveriesof his mercy which 
| he:rhas made in the goſpel of Chriſt, are *— 
wb a ſo many rays of light ſent daun from 
de ſpel, in ſomeſdegree, the ſurrounding gli om. 
Aa mediator; and interceſſor with the Sovereign oſ the 
Univerſe, appear comfortable names ; and! the xefur- Pp 
rection of becomes the powerful cordial. of 
grief. - In ſuch moments as theſe, which: we may - 
— — moments, the ſoul participates. of 
all. — — It feels. the power of 
hay ary Ir ng ſupport and relieve. . It is toftened;: with- 
broken. I i, fall, and it pours itſelt forth; 
If forth, if we: may be allowed ;to-uſe.the 
—— y e Creates. i: 
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they behold with indifference the I 


ſcenes of diftreſs. Habituated to indhige all their de 
fſtres without controul, they become fu dae gef the 
Feaſt provocation or offence ; ; ard are ready to trams 


If * 1 inferioure, us if they were creutuers of n 


Ferent ſpecies from themſelves. Is this an amiable 


_ or fuch as becomes a man? When appear- 


others, do we not view it with ONS. 


. ? When imputed to ourſelves, can we wal 


accounting it a ſevere reproach ? - 

Zy the experience of  diftreſs, this a 
- bility of temper is moſt effectually corre 
remembrance of our ea 8 y prompts 


'z$* the 


us to feel for others when they ſu Bat if provi 


dence has been fo kind av not to ſubje®t us to much 


of this diſcipline in our own lot, let us draw i 


ment from the harden lot of others Let us ſome=- 


times ſtep aſide from the ſmooth and flowery pulls in 


which we are permitted to walk, in order to \view 
the toilſome march of our fellows through the 
deſert. By voli ntarily going into the houſe f 
mourning ; by yielding to the ſentiments which it 
_ - "_—_— ani minglipg our tears with thoſe of the af- 
 flited, we ſhalf acquire that humane ſenſibility, _ 
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'which is one of the higheſt ornaments of the mature - 


of man. Perceivinghow much the common diſtreſſes \ 


of life place us all oh a level, and render the 


misfortune and mortality, we ſhalt learn to ſet no 


man at nought, and, leaſt of any, our afflicted bro» - 
ther. Pre) ſodbees will be extinguiſhed, and dene vo- 
lence opened and enlarged, when looking around on 
the multitude of men, we tonfider them as a band ik 
fellow-travellers in the valley of woe, where it ought _ 
- to he the office of every one to alleviate, as much as 
. poſſible, the common burden. While the vainand - } 
the licentious are revelling in the midſt of extrava- "2 
r 
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and the low, the rich and the poor, companions a 4 
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ſcenes of ſore diſtreſs which are going on at that mo 
ment throughout the world ; multitudes ſtruggling 
for. a poor ſubſiſtence to ſupport the wife and the 
children whom they love, and who look . up to them 
with eager. eyes for that bread which they can hardly 
| procure ; multitudes groaning under ſickneſs ſin deſo- 
ate cottages, untended and unmourned; many ap- 
parently in a better fituation of life, pining away in 
ſeeret with concealed griefs ; families weeping over 
the beloved friends whom they have loſt, or, in all 
the bitterneſs of anguiſh, bidding thoſe who are juſt 

expiring the laſt adieu „ 
ay we not appeal to theheart᷑ of every good man, 
nay almoſt to the heart of every man who has 
not deveſted himſelf of his natural feelings, whether 
_ the admiſſion of ſuch views of human lie might not, 
ſometimes at leaſt, furniſh a more worthy employ- 
ment to the mind than that mirih cf fools, which So- 
lomon compares to the crackling of thorns under a pot x 
the tranſient burſt of unmeaning joy; the empty ex- 
ploſion of giddineſs and levity ? Thoſe fallies of jol- 
hty in the houſe of feaſting are often forced from a 
troubled mind; like flaſhes from the black cloud, 
which, after a momentary effulgence, are tucceeded 
by thicker darkneſs. W 13 compa ſſionate affec- 
tions, even at the time when they draw tears frem 
our eyes for human miſery, convey ſatĩsfaction to the 
| heart. The gracious apf onỹment of Heaven has or- 
dained that ſympathetic pains ſhould always be ac- 
companied with a certain degree of pleaſure ; on 
purpoſe that ve might be more im ereſted in the caſe 
of the diſtreſſed, and that by this myſterous bond, 


man might be linked cloſer to man. The inward ſa- 


tisfaQion which belongs to the compaſſionate affecti- 
ons is, at the ſame time, heightened by the appro- 
bation which they receive from cur reaſon; ard by 
the conſciouſneſs which they afford us of feeling 
what men and Ctriftians ought to tee. 


> 
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In the fourth place, the diſpoſuion recommended 
in the text, nat only improves us in piety and huma- 
nity, bur. likewiſe aſſiſts us in ſelf-government, and 
_ the due moderstion of our deſires, The houſe of 
mourning; is the ſchool of tem and. ſobriety. 
Every, wiſe man will find it for his intereſt to enter 
| into it ſometimes of his own accord, leſt otherwiſe 
he be compelled to take up his dwelling there... Sea» 
fonable interruptions of our pleaſures are neceſſary to 
their prolongation. For, continued ſcenes of luxury 
and indulgence, haſten to a melancholy iſſue. The 
houſe ot feaſting too often becomes an avenue to the 
boule of morning, Short, te the licentious, ie the. 
interval, between, them; and ſpeedy the on 
from the one tothe other. mw 2. 1g 
* _ Bur ſuppoſing that, by prudent mavagement, 54 
man. of pleaſure cuuld avoid the pernicious effeQs 
which intemperance and diſſoluteneſs are likely to pro- 
-duce on thei health, or their fortune, can they alſo 
hrevent thoſe diſorders 2 ſuch habits will intro- 
duce into their minds? Can 2 ſcape that wrath 
of the Almighty, which will infallibly purſue them 
ſor their ſins both here and bereatter. ? For whence, - 
ſo much as from the unchecked: purſuit of pleaſure, 
do all thoſe er imes ati e which tain the, ch aQters 
of men with the deepeſt guilt, and expoſe them to 
the ſevereſt judgements of. Heaven? Whence, then, 
is the correQtive of thoſe, miſchieſs to be ſought, but 
ſrom ſuch a diſciplineasſhall moderate that i — — nd 
admiration of the. old which. gave raiſe to the evil ? 
3y repairing ſometitimes to the houſe of mourning, 
you would chaſtenthe loofeneſs of fancy, abate the 
_ cagerveis of paſſion, and afford ſcope, to reaſon for 
£xet.ng her reſtraining powers. You would behold: * 
1his,world, ſttipped of its falle coſours, and reduce to 
its proper le vil. Many an important inſlruction you 
would, receive | from the humiliation . of the proud, 
eee of the vain j and the K of of - 
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the veloptueus, which you would ſee' exemplified 
before you,” in the chambers of ſorrow; of ſickneſs, 
and of geh. Ton wouldahen be taught 16'reja/ce | 
rejected nt, ant tower ur though þ 


E 
weeped' mf, that is, neither in ey, nor itt gre, th 
run to exceſs; but 1 1% ili! world fo ar un th abe 
i; contemplating the faſhion theresf as paſſng away. 
Moreover, you yould there learn the impertant 
leſſon of ſuiting your mind; before · hand, to what ycu 
bad reaſon to exped᷑ from the world; © leſſon tos {eſe = 
dom ſludied by madkind, and td the neglettf of which 
much of their miſery, and much of their: pits 1h 5 
de charged. By turning away their eyes from the dark 
Se of liſe; by looking at the world only in one light; 
and that a flattering one, they form their meaſures oh 
a falſe plan, and are neceſſarily deceived and betray- 
| Ef. Hence, the vexation of ſucceeding diſappoint- 
ment and blaſted hope. Hence the criminal. impa- 
tience of life, and their bitter accuſations of God 
and man; when, in truth, they have reaſon to accuſe 
bf their own folly— Thou who wouldſt act like a 
| wiſe man, and build thy houſe 60 @ rock, and hot on 
rde fand, contemplate human life not only in the ſun- 
ſhine, but in the ſhade. Frequent the heuſe of mour- 
wing, 'as well as the houſe of mitr th. Study the na- 
ture of that ſtate in which thou art placed; and ba- 
lance its joys with its ſorrows. - Thou ſeeſt that the 
cup Which is beld forth to the whole human race, is 
mixed: Of its bitter ingredients en ped that thou 
art to drink thy portion. Thou feeſt' the ſtorm he- 
vering every where in the clouds around thee; Be 
- nat ſurpriſed if on thy bead it ſhall break. Lower 
| therefore, thy ſails. - Diſmiſs thy florid hopes 3- and 
come forth prepared either io act or to ſuffer, accor- 
ding as Heaven ſhall dettee. Thus ſhalt thov be eu- 
cited to take the propereſt meaſures for defence} by 
endeaboufingto ſecure un inte reſi i: His fayour, who, 
. the ee of -traubley cal bide Hh in din Pete 
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Thy mind ſhall adjuſt itſelf to follow the order of his. 
Providence. Thou ſhalt be enabled, with equarit- 


| F inally, | 


| that we are intended by our Maker for a morelaſting _ 
Nate, and for employments of a rature altogether 


 afﬀfeQion, and ſenſual pleaſure, depreſs all our higher 


* 


looſened from the fetters of ſenſe. Aſſiſted to diſce- 


ſuch ſerious views of life, our exceſſive fondneſs for 


formed to wiſh and to long for a better world. If 


it is of the higheſt conſequence to prepare ourſelves 
for ſo important a change. This view of 'our duty is 
frequently held up to us in the ſacred writings; and 
| hence religion becomes, though not a moroſe, yet 


lead a life of thoughtleſs mirth on earth, ane exclade 


human ſoul and this earth, which was only deſigned 


from tie Rafe of Mourning 4% 


mity and ſteadineſs, to hold thy courſe through life. 
In the fiſth place, by accuſtoming ourſelves to- "3 
life itſelf will be moderate, and our minds gradually 


we know that our continuance here is to be ſhort, and 


different from thoſe which now occupy the buſy, or 
amuſe the vain, we muft ſurely be convinced, that 


a grave and ſole mn principle, calli g off the attention 
of men from light purſuits, to thoſe which are of 
eternal moment. ¶ bat is a man prefited f be ſhall 
gain the whole world and loſe his own ſoul; if he ſhall 


himſelf from eternal ſelicity in Heaven? : Worldly 
+474 They form an unnatural union between the 


for its temporary abode. They attach itſelf too ſtrong- 
ly to objeds from which it muſt ſhortly part. They 

alienate its deſires from God and heaven, and defect 
it with laviſh and unmanly fears of death. Whereas, ' 


by the dicipl ne of religious feriouſacls, it is gradually 


ver the vanity of this world, it riſes above it; and 

in the hours of ſober thought, cultivates connection 
with thoſe divine and immortal objeQs, among which 
it is deſigned to dwell. IM | 


* 


Fx OUGH has now b-en {i'd to convince any 
Giuking perſon of the juſtice, and teaſonableneſs, : cf 
2 5 x 1 he 


— . 
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' the, maximesin, the text; and to ſhow, that, on ve- ö 
rious occaſione, ſerrow may be better than laughter. 1 
Wouldſt thou acquire the habit of recollection, and 
fix the principles of thy conduct; wouldſt thou be 
led up to thy Creator and Redeemer, and be formed 
to ſent ments of piety and devotion; wouldſt thou be 
acquainted with thoſe mitd and tender affeQions which  _ = 
delight the compaſſionate and humane; wouldft thou 
bave the power of ſenſual appetites tamed and cor- 
rected, and thy ſoul raiſed a bove the ignoble jove of 
life, and fear of death? Go, my brother, go—not 
to ſcerce of pleaſure and riot, not to the houſe of 
feaſting and mii ih but to the filent houfe of maurn- 
ing; and adventure to dwell ſor a while ameng objeds 
that will ſoften thy heart. Contemplate the lifeleſs 
remains of what once was fair and flouriſhing, Bring F 
home to thyſelf the viciflitudes of life. Recal the = 
remembtance of the friend, the parent, or the child, 
whom thou tenderly Toveſt. Look back on the days 
of former years; and think on the companions ß « 
thy youth, who now ſleep in the duſt.. Let the vani- | 
ty, the mutability, and the ſorrows of the human 
eſtate, riſe in full profpe& before thee; and though. 
| thy countenance may be made ſad, thy beart all be 
made better. This ſadneſs, though for the preſent it 
| eejeQts, yet ſhall in the end fortify thy fpirit; in- 
wing thee with ſuch ſenttments, and prompting. | | 
ſuch reſolutions, as ſhall enable thee to enjoy, with 
more veal advantage, the reſt of life. D ſpoſitions 
. of this nature foi m one part of the character of thoſe 
mourners whom our Saviour hath pronourced blefſed;, | 
and of thoſe to whom it is promifed, that Jowing in | 
tears they ſhall reup in joy. A great difference t here 
is betwen being ſerious and melancholy ; and a me- 
Izncholy too there is of that kind which deſerves to 
% Rene. oC oe on. 
Religion hath, on the whole, provided for every 
good man abunda nt meterials ef conſclation 2 


, — 


” 0 . 
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from the Hoſe of Mourning, 443. 
How dark ſoever the preſent face of nature may 
appear, it diſpels_ the darkneſs, When it brings into 
view the entire ſy ſtem of things, and extends our ſur= 
vey'to the kingdom ot, God. It repreſents what 
wE now behold as only a part, a ſmall part, of 
the general order. It aſſures us, that though here, 
for wiſe ends, nuſery and forrow-are permitted to 
have. place, theſe temporary evils ſhall, in the end, 
advance the happineſs of all who love God, and are 
faithſul to their duty, It ſhows them this mixed 
ard confuſed, ſcene vaniſhing by degrees away, and 
, eparing the introduction of. that ſtate, where the. 
E of mourning: ſhal} be ſhut up for ever ; where no 
tears are ſeen, ard no groans heard; where no hopes 
are fruſtrated, and no virtuous connections diſſolved ; 

but where, under the light of the divine countenance, . ' 
goodneſs ſhall flouriſh in perpetual felicity. Thus, 


though religion may occaſionally chaſten our mirth 


— 


with ſadneſs of countenance, yet under that ſadnſs - 
it allows not the. hearts of good men to fink. It 
calls upon them to rejoice, becauſe the Lord 
reigneth who is their rock and the moſt bigh God who 
| is their Redeemer. Reaſon likewiſe joins her voice 
with that of religion; forbidding us to make pee viſſi 
. and unreaſonable complaints of human life, or injuri- * 
ouſly to aſcribe to it mote evil than it contains. 
Mixed as the preſent fate is, ſhe pronounces, that 
generally, if not always, there is more happineſs 
than miſery, more pleaſure than pain, in the condi- 
tion of mann. Shs 


bs 
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— 6 - * 


+ On the divine Giver mom nent | 


4 | | 2, e 1. N 

itt F* 3" $134 X® 586. 8 KLE L313 648 0548113 5 WY o 
| ” 4 i '0 'N 4 XXIX. | | 
we . . . N [ t E 


psalu hxxvil 10. 


Surely, the 10rath of man ſhall praiſe thee ; the res - | 
mainder of wrath ſbait thou reffrain. WR 
-. e "173 ws 4.301 VS 


1 Ta Palm appears to have been compoſed onoes | 
=. . 4 7 


0 
caſior of ſome remarkable deliverance obtaũ 
by the Jewiſh nation. It is generally underffood to have 
been written in the'reign of Hezekiahz and to refer 
do the formidable invaſion of Judza by Sennacherib ; 
| when the angel of the Lord, in one night, diſcomfited 
the whole Aﬀyrian hoſt, and ſmote them with ſud- 
den deſtruction. To this interpoſition of the divine 
arm, thoſe expre ſſion in the context may naturally be 
applied; Then brake he the arrows of the bow, t 
| foield, the ſword, and the battle. ' The flouit-hearted | 
Lare ſpeiled; they hvae ſlept their ſleep ;| and none of the þ 
| men of might huve found their bands. ' At thy rebuke, if 
O Gud Farob, beth the chariat and the horſe are caſt | 
into a dead ſleep. In the text, we have the wiſe and -Þ 
religious reflection of the Pſalmiſt upon the violent 
deſigns which had been carried on by the enimics of | 
| his country, and upon the iſſue to which Providence | 
* had brought them. Surely the wrath of min fball ol 
Prai ſe thee. By the wrath of man, we ate to under- „ 
ſtand all that the impetuoſity of human paſſions - 1 
can deviſe or execute; the projets of ambiui- | 
den ard reſcntwert, the rage of perſccutien, 
the fury of war; the diſorders which violence 
produces in private | fe, and the public commotiors. | 
which it excites in the wosld. All theſe ſhall praiſe [EE 
Coed, not with theit intention and defign, not by their - 
3 | | | - nalwe 3 


* * 
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native tendency ; but by thoſe wiſe and good purpo- 
ſes, which his bee makes them Soap ; 
from n extracting health, and converting 

things which in themſelves ire pernicious, into inſtru- 
ments of his glory, and of public benefit: So that, 
though t wrath of mon wor keth not the righteouſneſs 
of Cod, it is "nevertheleſs forced and compelled to mi- 
niſtet to his praiſe. The Pſalmiſt adds, the remainder 
/ wrath ſbalt thou reſtrain; that is, God will allow 
ſcope to the wrath of man as far as it anſwers his 
good p fſes, and is ſubſervent to his praiſe ; the 
reſt of it ſhalt be evred and bound up. When it 
would attempt to go deyond its preſcribed limit, he 
ſays to it, as to the waters of the ocean, Hitherto 
alt thou come, but ny further; and here ſball thy 
AA 
All this hall be fully verified and declared by the 


ue iſſue of things; when we ſhall be able more 


cleifly to trace the divine adminiſtration through its 
leveral ſteps, by ſeeing the conſummation of the whole, 
In ſome caſes, it may be reſerved for this period, to 
unfold the myſterious wiſdom of Heaven. : Bt in 
general, as much of the divine conduct is at preſent 
manifeſt, as gives juſt ground for the aſſertion in the 
text. In the ſequel of this diſcourſe, I ſhall endeavour 
to illuſtrate and confirm it, I ſhall ſhow in what 
manner the wrath of man is made to praiſe the po- 
Ike with r That in order to 
accompliſh the great purpoſes carried on by the 
2 of = Univerſe, it is neceſſary * — 
divine perfections be d. ſplayed before mankind, in a 
ſenſible and ſtriking manner. We are not to con- 
ceive the Supreme Being as hereby ſeeking praiſe to 
himſelf, from a principle of oſtentationor vain glory. 

- Independent and ſelf- ſuffcient, he reſts in the enjoy- 
ment of his own beatitude. His praiſe canſiſts in the 
general order and welfare of his creation. This end 
2 9 | 7 | can. t 


* . 
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Cannot be att4ined, unleſ mankind” be made to feel 
ine fubjeQion: under which they are pleaced. [They 
mult be taught to admire and adore their, ſovereign, 
They muſt be overawed by the view of a high hand, 
which can at pleaſure controul their act ons, and ren- 
der them fubſervient to r urpoſes which they neither 
ſere ſaw nor intended. Hence the propriety of God's 
making le wrath of man to praiſe lim. We eaſily 
Conceive. m what manner the heavens and the earth 
are ſaid to praife God; as they are ſtanding monu- 


ments of that ſupreme perfeQtion which is piſplayed 


in their creation. The virtues of good men obvioul- 
ly praiſe him, by exhibiting his image, and reflecting 

back his glory. But when even the vices and inordi- 

nate paſſions of bad men are made to praiſe him, in 
conſequence of the uſ ful purpoſes which they are 
compelled to accompliſh, this, in a particular manner, 
_ diſtn:gwiſhes and ſignalizes a divine hand ; this opens 
a more wonderful proſpeſt of the adminiſtration of 
Heaven, that if all its ſubjeQs- had been loyal and 
willingly obedient, and the courſe of human affairs 
had froceeded in a quiet ard regular tenour. 
I. Tux wrath of man redounds to the praiſe of di- 
vine power. It brings it forth with full and awful 
luſtre, to the view of mankind. To reign with ſo- 
vereign command amidſt the moſt. turbulent and difor- 

dered flate of things, both in the natural and moral 
world, is the pecular glery of omnipoterce. Hence 
God is deferibed in Seripture as ſetting on the flood, 
riding on the wings of the wind, dwelting in the dark- 
neſs and the tempeſt; that is, making the moſt violent 
powers in the univerſe miniſter to his will, giv- _. 
ing them ſcope or reſtraining them, according as 
ſaus the purpoſes of bis dominion . As he ſtills, at his 
pleaſure, the raging of the ſear, and the noiſe of their 
waves, in like manner, he ftilk the tumults of the per- 
ple. When the paſſions of men are moſt inflamed, 
and their deſigns juſt ripe for burſting into ben. 0 
Ds : ” O ten, 


was of the Paſſmr of Men. 2347 
vſten, by ſome. unexpected interpoſition, he calls up- 


on the world to obſetve that there 1s one higher than” * 
the higheſt on earth, who can ſruſi rate their devices in 


a moment, and command the earth to be Hillbeſere lim 
Proud *eets,deſtined to 22 deſſraction to neighbour» 
ing kingdcms, may cover t 


go forth to the field in all the glory of human ſtreogth;, 4 


_ 


but the iſſues of battle are with him. He ſuſpends 
on high the. inviſible balence which weighs the fate 
of nations. According as the ſcale inclines, he gives 
to fome {light event the power of deciding the con- 
teſt. He cloud: the ſky w th darkneſs, or opens the 
windows of heaven to let forth their fond. H- de- 
zeQs the hearts of the brave with ſudden terrour, and 
renders the hands of the ſtrong weak and 


aalen 


ſtand ready to be the inſtrumenis of his power, 


in bumbling the pride, and checking the efforts of * 


the wrath of man. Thus, in the inſla ce of haugh- 
ty Sennacherib, and that boaſted tempeſt of wrath 
which he threatened to pour upon all the Jewiſh na- 


tion; I will put my book, ſays the Almighty, in thy 


Tord ſhall hold them in deriſian. 


naſe, and my bridle in thy bps, and I will turn thee 


. Back by the wayby which thou cameſt, In that night the 


deſtroying angel ſmote the hoſt, and he departed with” 
and the pe Me imagine a vain thing ; when the kings of 
the earth ſed themſelves, and its rulers take counſel to- 
gether ; He that fitteth in the Heavens ſhall laugh ; the 


ſhame of wy his own land, When. the heaten rage, © 


II. Tus wrath of man is made to praiſe the wiſ- 
dom as well as the power of God. Nothing diſplays 


more remarkably the admirable counſel of heaven, 


than its arranging. the train of events in ſuch a man- 


ner, that the unruly paſſiors cf the wicked ſhall c- 
tribute to overthrow. their own. deſigas. Hiſtory 


| «bounds with examples. of their being 9 ci 


* 


C01 e ocean. He blows with / | 
| his wind and they are ſcatt red. Mighty armies may 


the critical moment. A thouſand unſeen mi- 
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the unconſcious miniſters of Providence; to accom- _ 


in purpoſes cireCtly oppoſite to thoſe which they 
d in view. Thus the cruelty of the ſons of Jacob, 
in purſuing the diſtruction of their brother Joſeph, 
became the means of effeQing his high advancement. 


Thus the wrath of Pharaoh againſt the Iſraelites, and 


his unjuſt attempts to detain them in bondage, proved 
the occaſion of bringing them forth from the land 
of ſlavery, with ſignal marks of the favour' of Hea- 


ven. Thus the inhuman plan which Haman had 


formed for ruining Mordecai, and extirpating the 
whole Jewiſh nation, paved the way for Mordecai's 
high promotion, and for the triumph of the Jews 
over all their enemies, „„ 
After this manner the Almighty ſnareth the wicked 


in the er li of their hands ; and ere cts his own coun- 
| Tel upon the ruin of theirs, Thoſe events which, 


viewed apart, appear as ſpots in the divine admini- 
ſtration, when conſidered in connection with all their 
conſequences, are often found to give it additi- 
onal luſtre. The beauty and magnificence of the 


_ univerſe: are much heightened, by its being an 
extenſive and complicated ſyſlem; in which a vari- 


ety of ſprings ate made to play, and 2 multitude of 


different rovements are; with moſt admirable art, 


regulated and kept in order. Interfering intereſt, and 
jaring paſſions, are in fuch a manner ballanced againſt 


one another ; ſuch proper checks are placed on the 


violence of human purfuits ; and the wrath of man is 


Mace fo to vid ite cwurſe, that how oppolite ſorver 
* the ſeveral mctions ſeem to be, yet they concur and 


meet at laſt in one diredtion. While, among the 
multitudes.that dwell on the face of the earth, ſome 


| are ſubmiſſive to the d&:vine authority; ſome riſe up 
in rebellion againſt it; others, abſorbed in their plea- 


ſures ard purſuits, are totally inattentive to it; they 
are all ſo moved by an inperceptible influence from 
above, that the zeal of the duuſul, the wrath of the | 
| | - rebillious 


Wh 


apa ain thn un 


- raitſious, and the adierdaverbF- the eareleſt, con- 


itrbute figally to the glory of Sed: AN Are ge orern- 
_ "ed in lach e way Tre powefs, ah 4 Lc eg. 
ent with: m—— —＋ *. al *. fubjected to 

: _ rna CANE Het. 


why Prim ws box — in N 5 
tion of the univerſe, exceeds all human 'compretien- 


ion, and affords eveflaſting ſubjeQ of adoration and 


bes. tz 
ill. Tus usb of nns pralle: the jo ie of Gig, 
by deing employed as the' inſtrument of inflecting 


 viſhment upon finners. Did bad men trace the 46 
of events in their life with attentive eye, they might 
enaſuy diſcover the greateſt part of the diſaſters which 
they ſuffer to be brought upon them by their ungagern- 
eld paſſions. The ſueteſſion of enubes and effects ĩs ſo 
contrived by, Providence, that the wrath —＋ my ; 
meant to forth on others, frequent 
by ies effects, upon thernſelves. der ders f g them 
to eſcape thoſe external miſchieſs which violent paſ- 
| frons naturally occafion, they cannot-evade the inter- 
nal miſery: which they produce. The conſtitution of 


| - things is framed with ſuch profound wiſdom, that the a 


divine law, is in every event, executed themſelves 
igainſt the ſinner, and carry their ſanction in their own 
boſom. The ſupreme Being has no occaſion to un- 
lock the priſons of the deep, or to call down the thun- 
der from heaven, in order id puniſſi the wralꝶ of man. 
He cartys on the er od 
— — vi and dignity: It is Tufficient that he allow 
thoſe ſterce paſſions which render bad men the diſtur- 
bers of others, to operate on their own hearts. He 
delivers them up to themſelves, and they become 
their own tormentors. Before the world they: may 
e their ſafferings'; but it is well known, that 
to be inwatdly-rorii with difpitE; fevenge and wrath- 
_ | ful paſſions, is the moſt "intenſe of all miſery. 'In _ 
r ctime, ma 1 


\ 


% 
* 
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of juſtice with more 


— 


meaſure of their iniquity be full. 
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king their own wickedneſs, to reprove them, and thi 
s.. fo corre them, the /avenging hand ofa 
righteous, Governour is: ; and, thus the | 


obſervation of the, Pfalmiſt is fully verified 3. be 


wicked Jiave drawn out their ſword and bent their beau, 
10 caſi down the poor and needy; but ttir ur ſoalk 
. into their own Heart. 


The wrath of man alſo praiſechbe juſfice of God 
in the puniſhment of other criminals, as well as of the 


F- kia themſelves. Ambitious and lawles men are 


let looſe upon each other, that without any ſupernatu- 
ral interpoſition, they may fulfilthe juſt venganee of 
heaven in their mutual deſtruction. They may o- 


_ eafionally be cemented together by conſpiracy againſt 


the juſt; but as no firm nor laſting bond, can unite. 
them, hey become ut laſt the prey of mutual jealou- 
ſy, ſtrife and fraud. For a time they may tzo on, and 
-feemto proſper. The juſtice of Heaven may appear 
to ſlumber ; but it is awake; and only waits till the 

Gag repreſents 
| himlelf in Scripture as ſometimes permitaing wicked- 


| Heſs to ariſe to an overgrown height, on purpoſe . 5 


ns ruin may be greater, and more eze 

ſays to the tyrant. ot Egypt, that fer tbis cauſe Jo bod 
raiſed hum uy that is, had allowed him to proſper 
aud be-exalted, that he might ſbow in int xi: 


power 
and that his nume might be, declared throughout all the 
_earth. I he divine adminiſtration is glorified 1 in the 


puniſhment contrived for the workers of iniquity, as 
well as in the reward prepared for the righteous. 
This is the pi rpoſe which the Lord hath purpaſed upon 
all the earth ; and this is. 4 band that is flretched 


Je th over all the nations.  _' 4. 


IV. lar ureti men is. wade. 10 pralle ine 
goodnels of God. his ſis the moſt unexpeaed of its 
effe ts; and therefore requires to be the. moſt, fully 
the Devy' All, the operatios of the government. of 

REA may, be u'timately reſolved e, 


of the. Ff Mere . ah 
— and wiſdom, and juſtice, all conduce to 
. pv i the means which 
ing this end, it will. be found 
that 2 wrath of man, through his over-ruling * 
rection, poſſeſles a conſiderable place, 8 3 
Firſt, it is employed by God as an uſeful inſtrument | 
of dicipline and c ion to the virtuous. The 
ſtorms which ambition and pride raiſe among man- 
kind, he permits with the ſame intention that he ſends 
forth tempeſts among the elements ; to clear the at- 
moſphere of noxious vapours, and to purify it from 
that corruption which all things contra& by too 
much reſt. When wicked men prevail in their de- 
ſigns, and exerciſe the power which they have gained 


Lord? and where the ſceptre of righteouſneſs and 
| truth? Hoth God forgotten to be gracious ? or doth he 


- with a heavy and oppreſſive hand, the virtuous are 
apt to exclaim, in bitterneſs of foul, Where is be 


indeed ſee, ans ＋ a AS aps the moſt bigh? * | 


Their 


ro are, in-txuth, no more than the mi- 
niſteis 


— 


to them for good. He ſees that they | 


tand in need of cortectlon, and therefore raiſes up | 


enemies agaiuſi them, in order to cure the intempe- 
rance of proſpe 


Ky ; and to produce, in the ſeriqus 


hours of afffiion, proper refleQions upon their Sys 1 | 


and their paſt errours. 
In this light the diſturbers of the earth are often 


' - repreſented in Scripture 4. as {courges in the hand of i 


God, employed to infli& chaſtiſement upon a dege- 
nerating people. They are commi for the ex- 
.ecution of righteous. and wiſe purfoles, concealed 
from themſelves ; and when their commiſſion is ful- 
Filled, they are recalled, and deſtroyed. Of this we 
have à remarkable example in the uſe which Go 
made of the king of Aſſyria, with reſpe& to the peo- 
ple of Iſracl. Ii ſend him againſt an hypocritical. 
| nation, and againſt the people of — wrath will give 
| lim a charge, Hock — nd . to n 


% 
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Howbeit; he meanetb not fo; 
tink /o ;* but it ir in li: heart t6 teftroy, and — 
nations not a Jew. Wherefite it G come #6 5 
3 7 Lord jut ii per his vue 

nt Zion and on Jerufalem, Þ will pum do 
'of the ftout heart of the king of Aria, — glory 
of his highlooks. In vain, then, doth the wruth 4 

man liſt itſelf up againſt God. 9 — faith, by" t 

firenth of my hand [ have done it, and by 72 dum, 


for I am prudent: ' Shall the ax boaſt itfelf againſt” bim 


that beweth therewith ? or ſball the ſaw magnify itſt 
againſi kim tan ſbaketh'it ? All things, whether t 


will e or not, muſt wort togeiber for good to them 
tl e Cod. The wrath of man, among the reſt, 
fils 1 the place aſſigned to it by the ordination of 
Heu * The violent s the eonquer- 
e oppreſſive tyrant poſſeſs only the fame 
tation: N. the famine, the peſiiſence, andthe food. 
Their tsare on more than the iſnment 


of God's correction; ; ond the remainder of Meir wrat 


1 — 


drco pr y, Cod mebes the wrath of nos con- 


tribute to the. benefit of the virtucu-, by rendering it 


neither - dork Mr I 


the means of mg is, Fern _— their graces 3. 


nd of raiſing them, 


generous ext ions of the foul of man? How many 
ſhining examples of fortitude, conſtancy, and pati- 
"ence; vould have been loft to the wor F? What a 


reby, to higher Honour and 

— Had human affairs 4 in an ode 
trein, ard no — heh made to religion and 
virtue by the vioſence of the wicked, whit room 
would | ave been leſt for ſome of the higheſt and moſt. 


field of virives peculiar to a ſtate of diſcipine had 
_ lain uncultivated? Spirits of a higher ider poſſeſs a a 
fate'of eſtabliſhed virtue, that ſtards' in need of no 


ſuch trials and improvements. But to us, who are 


anly under education for ſuch a ſtate, it belongs 10 
paſs through the cet our fouls _ de tri- 


"xe 15 


a 
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at, refined, 3 anne 
— man g> 8 — 
querors. wr man opens t to glory 3 
Call us forth to the moſt diſtingniſhed exerciſe of ac 
tive virtue, and forms us to all thoſe ſuffering graces 
which are among the higheſt ornament of the | 
human ſoul. It is thus, that the illuſtrious band of - _ 

true patriots and heroes, of conſeſſors — 
bave been ſet forth to the admiration df all 
Leber thewerld; while the rage and — — 
of bearing them down, - have Roms * 

exalt and digrify them more. of 
» Is the * 2 often 0 
N the tem righteous. 
_- '"The:occafional rar Logs ary which | it brings upon them 
frequently lay the foundation of their futute. fiiceeſs. 
The png with which, wicked men puriue their 
reſentment, deſeaus its. own purpoſe ; and engage 
the world on the. fide af the virtuous, whom they 
perſecute: . The attempts of malice , to:blacken and 
defame them, bring forth their:charaQers with more 
advantage, to the view of impartial. beholders. The 
en be 40 which they are teduced by injuſtice and 
oppreſſion, tous e their courage and activuy; and 
Ilten give occaſio nto ſuch vigoraus efforts in their juſt 
| defence, as owercome all oppoſition, and terminate 
in ue and ſucceſs, ; 3 

wr meh appears to proveil over peacea 
and;the juſt, 1 frequeitl y, in its iſſue, converted 
into à blefſing,; How many bave had reafon to be 
— for being diſappointed by | their enemies in 


have ſterwards: 
ESD 
f er = b by 5 
awrath of man praiſes God by the 
which is is 


mada to bring debe men, . as 
N F ; _ individ.als 


E ons ſhake the earth, when factions rage 


.454 On the divine Government. = 
- Individuals, the divine hand is eq apparent in 

the ſimilar effects which it is ee — A to produce 
to nations and ſocieties. When wars and commoti- 
, and inteſtine 
diviſions embroil kingdoms that before were flou- 
riſhing, Providence ſeems, at firſt view, to have 
abandoned public affairs to · the miſrule of human paſ- 
ſions. Vet from-the midſt of this confuſion order is 
often made io ſpring z and from theſe miſchiefs laſt- 
ing advantages to ariſe. By ſuch convulſions, nati- 
ans are. rouzed from that dangerous lethargy into 
Which flowing wealth, long peace, and growing 
eſſeminancy of manners had ſunk them. They are 
awakned te diſcern their true intereſts j and thoght 
to take proper meaſures for ſecurity and defence 
"all! their foes. Inveterate prejudices are cor- 

reddted and latent ſources of are diſcovered. 

Public ſpirit is called forth ; and larger views of nati- 
onal happineſs are formed. The corrupt 


tions to which 
every government is liable, are often reQified by a 
ferment in the political body, as -nox ious humours 
in the animal frame are carried off by the-ſhock of '« 
diſeaſe. Attempts made againſt a wiſe ang well eſta- 
| bliſhed. civil. conſtitution, — inthe iſſue to ſfrength- 
en it; and the diſorders of lcentiouſrieſs and faction, 
teach men more highly to prize the: Sp. oa trans 
quillity and legal protection. 
. 
in ecution 1 e diene 
goodneſs * rer dered — te the ad- 
vancement of truth and tion of religion in the 
world. The chorch'of God, ſince the days of its 
anfatcy, hath. never been entirely Exempted the 
'  wrathofi the world $ and in thoſe during which 
mas moſt er 'to:that "wrath, it bath always 
flouriſhed the moſt. In vain j the policy and the rage 
of men united their effort to extinguiſh this divine 


digt. x n the four winds, —— 
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only ſhown brighter, and ſlamed — Many wa- 
ters could not quench. it, mr all t. drotum it. 
The conſtancy and tortitude of rhoſe h ſuffered for 
the truth, had a much ter effect in inet the 
number of converu, than alb the terror and erue hex 
of perſecuitors, in diminiſhing it. By this means, 
the wrath ef men was mide to turn againſt itſelf, tio 
the diſtrnction of its own purpoſe; like waves, which : 

t fury, diſcover its im- 


ſtabiſiy, while _ < mne book 
pieces at them fcb. 2 
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of © mate" accompliſhing ends of moſt: 
— ta 2 did: the rage 


and malice of the wicked imagine that they had ob- 


tained a mote complete triumph, than in the death of 
Jeſus Chriſt. When they had executed their purpoſe 
_ of making him ſuffer as a malefactor, they were confi- 

defit that they had extinguiſhed his name, and diſcom- 
fitted his followers fob ever: Behold how feeble are the 
effects of the wraih of man again t the decree of Hea- 
ven l All that they intended tu overthrow, they moſt 


elfectuutiy - Thedeathof Chriſt was, in the 
counſels of Heaven, the ſpring of everlaſting life to the 


_ faithful. + The croſson which he ſaffered with 
rem ignomi 
to him githe:tenſign-ubder which his followers affem= 
bled, and triumphed. He who, at' hie pleaſures res 
Srainrthe; remainder ne wrath, ſuffered the — 
eee — 8 cher image tes 
| — ſbretold. They a confpired to 
* the' whote ſcene of Chrif — — | 


9 — op ror 
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RT OT an inſtance as 4b's, fully 
, 818 alcertuined 


iy, became the ſtandard of eternal honbuinnn 


laſt! — enGew - | 
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ſtering to the deſigns oſ · Heaven, oughtto be:frequent=1 47 


ly in our eye; as an exenplification.of the conduct 
of Providence in many other caſes, ome 
not ſo much light afforded. us 

By chis induction of ro, the doctrine 
tained in the text is 1 and fully veriſied. 
have ſeen, that the diſorders which the pidbend — 4 
ſions of men occaſion in the world, though they 
take riſe from the corruption of human nature in 
this fallen ſtate, yet are ſo over-ruled by Providence, 
as to redound to his honour) and glory who governs 
all. They illuſtrate. before the! would the divine-pers: 
bediene in the adniratlon f the univegſe, - — 
ſerve the purpoſes of monal and 
to the ſbuls of men. By a ſecret: —— 
advance ihe welfare of thoſe mbhem the: = 

| wrath, 


threaten with evil. Surely OG 
wrathſball thou 

reſtrain.—In R lettef it. 
forth but in w and meaſure ) It is wild and in- 
traQable in its nature; but Thou tameſti it. Id 
blind and headlong in its impulſe z but Thou Hineſteſt 
it. 8 nually to bteak its chain but. 

in Thou — — the . iluper-i 
EL conſuler, what : im- 
is to be. . Ar meditation on the; 
ways of 29 8 #51 119 bay 


L the Gill place LEES] 


| Hg we nd: ESE 


where we have 
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of the Paſſions of Men, 


5 1. |  enuſes; and to the mere rotation pfevents, we view no 


„ - more than the inanimate part of nature; we flop, 
” . ff at the ſurface of things ; we contemplate yl great 
ly * i fpeQacle which is preſnted to us, not with the 9 
' | of rational and intelligent beings. The life and beau- 
. ty of the univerſe ariſes from the view of that wiſe. 
"HR. 7 dom and goodneſs which animates and conduQts the 
1 £ | whole, and unites all the _ in one great deſign. 
| There. an eternal mind all thoſe wheels in 
1 . motion z himſelf remaining * ever at reſt. — 
. is void of God. Even in the and 
«WF men, He is to be found; and where they rating 
. VL guide themſelves they are guided and controuled 
5 N r 
2 — ought this meditation to inſpire; when in vie w- 
img the affairs of the world, we attend not merelx 
co te aQtingsof men, but tothe ways of God; and 
W 3% N cluded 
in dis high adminiſtraiton 1 
Ix the ſecond Dre the doAring which 18 
illu&rated. ſhould prevent, us from, e Provi- 
| dence, on account of any ſeeming diſorders and evils. 
[Which st preſent tale place in the world. © The vari- 
| > ous inſtances which have been pointed out in this diſ- 
* courſe, of human paſſion and wickedneſs rendered 
. ſubſervient to, wiſe and uſeful ends, give us the bigh- 
I | | elk xeafon.to,conchudetbat, in all other caſes, of ſeem- 
bos evil, the. hike. ends ate carried on. This = 
2 mind, N the Tae 
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we mult, frequently be at a 2 he. 


Whole. Ti u of God is inthe ſea, 
lis great waters; is feoiſipes are not knawn 
theugh tbou ſayaſt tha canſi not ſee bim, yet (den wy 
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in the moral world, the moſt irregular and Ga Tow 2 
ed appearances contribute in one way or other to the 
order the whole. The Supreme Being, from the 
moſt” oppoſite and diſagreeing principles, forms uni- 
vit ſal concord, and adapts even the moſt harſh and 
diſſonant notes to the harmony of his praiſe. As he 
hath reared the goodly frame of nature from various 
and jarring elements, and hath ſettled it in peace; ſo 
he hath formed ſuch an union by his providence of the 
more various intereſts, and more jarring paſſions # | 
men, that they all conſpire to his glory,and e 
for general good.— How amazing is that wikdoti, 1 
| which comprehends ſuch infinite diverſities, and dun- . 
_ trarieties, within its ſcheme! How powerful that ' 
hand, which bends to its own the good 'and F 
the bad, the buſy and the idle, the friends and the + | 
foes ot truth; which obliges them all to hold on their KF 
pie to his glory, though divided from one another 
a multiplicity of purſutis, and differing often from - 
| le er and while they all move at their oon * 
freedom, yet by a ſecfet influence, winds and tutns— & | , 
them at his will! O tie depth of the riches, both a 4 A 
. of Gd 1 Heu unſearchable” 3 
2 ments and bis ways paſt finding out / * "RE 
| In the third place, we fee, from what has been” | 
laid, how much reaſon there is for ſubmiſſion tothe | 
decrees of Heaven. Whatever diſtreſſes we ſuffer” 
from the wreth of man; we have ground to belie ve 
that 1 befal not in vain. In the midſt of _—_ 
| ons, Tiger counſels are — ie 5 
— 1 bed Finer Gn. going on. God ig always car- 
ng forwar bh owe 


eee and if theſe termi- 

a is ever the ſame with the A 

Abreu not this a ſufficient rea- „ 

e eee acquieſcence ? 3 
Hence alſo, to conclude, ariſes the wt powerful 

* duity, 

d 
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the favour and protection of the Almighty. 


diſpleaſure hang over our heads, all things 3 us 
may be juſt objects of terrour. For againſt him, 


againſt 


that ſerve him. When he .ariſeth, his enemies ſball be. 


Weiſel; and the remainder of wrath ſhall he refirei. 
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of the Paſſions of Men. 1555 


there is no TO The moſt violent powers in na- 


ture are miniſters to him. Formidable, i indeed, may 


prove the wrath of man, if he be pleaſed to let i it forth 5 
againſt us. To him, but not to us, it belongs to 
reſtrain it at pleaſure, Whereas, when we are 2 | 
under his proteQion,. all human wrath is diveſted of 
its terrours. If he be for us, who or what can be 
us Löet us purſue the meaſures which he 


Hath appointed for obtaining his grace by faith, re- 
Pentance and a holy life, and we ſhall have no rea- 
ſon to be afraid o 2 tidin ngs ; our bearts will be fix- 
ed trufling in 4 hen the religious fear of 


| God poſleſes the =_ it expels the iqnable fear of 


men; and becomes the pr e of courage and mag- 
nanimy. The Lord is a buckler and  fbi eldto them 


ſeattered, .as ſmoke is driven away, and az chaff before. 


the wind. He giveth ſirenth and vicloryto bis people; he 


cloatheth 1 with ſalvation. The wrath of man ſball 


SERMON XXI. 


Chriſtian Knowledge. 


ISAIAH zi. 9. 


ſhall nat hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy mountains ; 
" the earth ſball be full i the nowlede i the * 
_ as the waters cover the oo .. 


oy Preached before the Society in Scorlandfor progaguting | 


"AMIS e of Scripture is vaderfiood, . 
5 . 
* | 2 | 


9 = ed of 
Goſpel. The Prophet deſcribes, in the Meſſiah's "= 


_ reign, as extending over all nature, and produci 
univerſal felicity. The full echoing of the |; 


 himlſelf, and celebrates that happy age in the moſt 


tbe Lord, as the waters cever the ſeq. 

all. deſigns for Promoting reli | 

worl hen we engage intheſ ve fave ih cam — 
ca 


. ; truth and righteouſneſs ſhall at length prevail and that 
| neral bappinels lt | is 2 pleaſing and 8 8 upon 


* of the Goſpel attain its entire effect. In the pro- 


and the leopard lie down with the hid ; and thecals 
the young lien, and the fatling together, and a little child = * {* 


prediction is yet fyture, and ref] ſome more ad- 
vanced periods of the kingdom of God, when true re- 
ligion ſhall univerſally prevail, and the native tenden- 


ſpe of this event, the Prophet ſeems to riſe above 


ſublime ftrain 'of eaftern He opens a beau» 

tiful view of the ſtate of lde world, 258 2 ; 

turning innocence. He repreſents all nature flouriſh- 1 
ing in peace ; diſcord and guile aboliſhed ; the moſt - Ft 


bottle fintiires reconciled; and the moſt, ſavage re- 


formed and tamed. The wlf bale] with the orb, MM. - 


ſhall lead them. The lion, foal eat flrgw dite the ar; | 
and the e ſuckling child all make hole of the aſp, „ 


an the weaned child ſball put hit hand on the. cackgtrice. 


; * ＋ Il not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy ; 1 x 


& the earth ſhall be full of the know 


pon reading theſe words, we muſt — 
2 the great encquragement. which they £ yo to 


heck of being engaged, not only in a 
but alſo in * that ſhall undoubtely be me a 
For we are here allured by the divine promiſe, the 


the increaſing influence of religion ſhall introduce ge- 


ion, that in carrying on ſuch deſigns, we 
the divine plan ; and co-operate with God far adv = 2 
ing the kingdom of the Meſſiah. * We have no fe-. 


. ſon to be diſcouraged by any 'unfavayrable. g 
"Ban den e oppole gef and g 


Religicus Knowledge ts Mankind, 4dr fü 

ours. N nce, ſuperſtition, and cor- 

ruption, which now fill ſo great a part of the world, 

| Have a dark and myſterous aſpeR, it is not beyond the 
power of that Supreme Being who brings light out of | 

darkneſs, to clear up thoſe perplexing appearances, 
and gradually to extricate mankind from the labyrinth 
olf ignorance and errour. Let us conſider how im- 

"2" wr gp it ſeemed, when the goſpel was firſt pub- 
'3 Tiſhed, that it ſhould extend ſo far, and overthrow fo 
much eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition, as it has already done. 
There is nothing, in the preſent ſtate of the world, 
dt rer der it more unlikely that it ſhall one day be uni- 
{| © - verſally received, and prevail in its full ihſluence. 
At the raiſe of Chriſtianity, the diſproportiom was,: 
1. at leaſt, as great, between the apparent human cauſes, 


4 - there is, in our age, between the circumſtances of _ 
3 religion in the world, and the effect which we farther 


 expefts Fhe Son of righteouſneſs having at ex- 
erted its influence in beaklg through the thickeſt 


oF garkveſe, we may juſtly hope, that it is powerful 

= £ _— to diſpel all remaining obfcurity ; and that 

* il aſcend by degrees 0 BY perfect day, when 
hy * . 


„„ c MR Rt 


= 4 ling ſball be under its wings to all the rations. 4 
3 | Fitle ene ſhall become a thauſand'; and a ſmall one, 4 
Idee nation. Tube Lord will haftertit th its time. _ 

: __ BEsIDzs the prediction which the text contains 
, | of the future ſucceſs of religion, it points out alſo a 
6 | = iſe cornexion between the increaſe of religious 

| knowledge, and the happineſs of mankind. The knoty- 

" oF. -edge of the Lord filling the earth, is aſſigned as the © 
. YN cauſe why tbey ſball not furt nor defiroy in all the 
. = holy mountain of Gad. To this I am now to lead 
pour thoughts 3 as a object both ſuited to the occaſi- 
n of the preſent meeting, and proper to be iuftrü- 
FE 3 ted in times, where total indifference- to religious 
8 A principles appear to gain ground, Whether Chriſtia - 
14: :: nity ſhall be ä or not, 15 treated as 


f 


| and the effect which has aQually been produced, a: 
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4562 On the Importance of "> 

-& matter of no great concern to mankin#- The opt- 
nion prevails among many, that moral virtue may 
ſubſiſt, with equal advantage, independent of religi- 
on. For moral principles, great regard is profeſſed ; 

ö but articles of religious belief are held to be abſtract 

; tenets, remote from life; points of mere ſpeculation 

| | - and debate, the influence of which is very inconſi- 


m 4 e 
a * - 
* 


derable on the actions of men. Their general con- 
| duc, it is contended, will always proceed upon views 
F and principles which have more relation to the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things; and religious knowledge can 
therefore ſtand in no neceſſary connection with their 
15 happineſs and proſperity.— How adverſe ſuch opini- 
b ons are both to the prefeſſion and practice of religion, 
| is abundantly evident, How adverſe they are to the 
general welfare and real intereſts of mankind, I hope 
do make __ to candid minds. F 
By the knowledge of the Lord in the text, is not to 
be underſtood the natural knowledge of God only.” | 
It is plain, that the Prophet ſpakes of the age of the 
Meſhah, when more enlarged diſcoveries ſhould be 
made to markind of. the divine perfeQions and go- | 
vernment, than unaſſiſted reaſon could attain, T be | 
 . #nowledge of the Lord, therefore, comprehends the | 
principles of Chriſtianity, as well of natural religion. I 
In order to diſcern the importance of ſuch knowledge | 
to general happineſs, we ſhall conſider man, I- as / 
an individual; II. as a member of ſociety. _ FE: 
I. CoxnsIDERING man as an individual, let us 
inquire, how far the knowledge of true religion is 
important, ſirſt, to his improvement; next, to his. 
.* conſolation. re RES 4 
FirsT, wiſh reſpeQ to the improvement of man; $ | 
the zdvancement of his nature in what is valuable __ 
ö and uſeful, the acquiſition of ſuch diſpc ſitions and 
| habits as fit bim for aQiag his part wi h propriety. 
on this ſtage, and prepare him for a higher ſtate of 
action hereaſter; what benefit does he 4 
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theſe reſpects, from religious knowledge and belief ? 


It is obsicus, that all increaſes of knowledge is im- 
- provernerit to the underſtanding: The more that its 


— 


jects are of intrinſic excellence, the more muſt thofe 


Fire i enlarged, the greater punber of vj Bt 


are ſubmitted to its view, eſpecially when theſe ob- 


| rational powers, which are the glory of man, be in ; 


ge of ret 


direction, the whole might of omnipoterice, a 


whole councel of unerring wiſdom, from the begin- 
ning to the end of things; ſuch conceptions bath kin- 


dle devotion, and ſtrengthen viitue- They give for- 


— 


titude to the mind in the blade of righteouſneſs, and 
ns the perſuaſion of its being our higheſt in- 

All the doQrines peculiar to the Goſpel are great 
improvements on what the light of nature had im- 
perfectly ſuggeſted. A high diſpenſation of Provi- 


- dence is made known, particularly ſuited to the exi- 


nees of man; calculated for recovering him from 
that corrupted ſtate iuto which experience bears witneſs 
that he is fallen, and' for reſtoring him to inte- 
grity, and favout with his Creator. The method of 
carrying on this great plan is ſuch as gives us the moſt 


finking views of the importance of righteouſneſs or 


- . - virtue 


LIT 
| _virrue, and of the high account in which it fands 
with God. The Sonof God appearedon the earth, | 
and ſuffered as à propitiation for the ſins of the world, 
wich this expreſs intention, that he might. bring in 
everlaſting Fichtrou/neſs ; that he might Surge our 


\ "Conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God ; 


\ \ Chat he might redrem us from all iniquity, and puri- 
7 unto himſelf a peculiar le, HARD good wer, 
ſuch a merciful interpoſition of the Creator of the 
world, while it illuſtriouſly diſplays his goodneſs, and 
 Tignalizes his concern for the moral intereſts of man- 
Kind, affords us, at the ſame time, the moſt u . 
 "Itig ground of confidence and truſt. It offers an 
fed to the mind, on which it can lay hold for the 
= 4 ity of its future hopes; when, with a certainty 
EN: beyond what any abſtract argument could yield, 


ec 
It appeals to a diſtinguiſhed ſac ; and is enabled to 
: He that peared not his own Sen, but delivered” 
Un up for ut all, how ſhall he net with him alſo fre- 
+ give ut all chings? E „ 
Wie the divine Government is thus placed in a 
Tight the moſt amiable, and moſt encouraging to 
every virtuous mind, there is, at the ſame time, 
2 hing extremely awful and ſolemn in the whole - 
doQrine of redemption. - It is calculated to ſtrike the 
mind with reverence for the divine adminiſtration. 
It points at ſome deep malignity in ſin, at ſome dread- 
ful conſequences flowing from guilt, unknown in - 
their cruſes and in the whole effects to us, which 
moved the Sovereign of the World to depart from 
the ordinary courſe of Providence, and to bring 
about the reſtoration of his fallen creatures by a me- 
thod ſo aſtoniſhing, Mankind are hereby awakened 
to the moſt ſerious refleQions. Such views are open 
ed of the 1 of the divine laws, of the ſtridneſs 
of the divine juſtices of the importance of the part 
| Which is aſſigned them to act, as ſerve to prevent 
| their trifling with human life, and add dignity and 
„ Wola cn ( ſolemnity 
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what we. are to reap herea 
of probation and trial, which, according as it ter- 
minates in our improvement, or leaves us unreformed 
and corrupted, will diſmiſs us to laſting abodes, ei- 


ſolemnity to virtue. Theſe great purpoles are farther. 


carried on, by the diſcovery which is made of the 


fixed connection in which this life ſtands with a future 
eternal ſtate, We are S as ſowing now, 
ter; undergoing a courſe 


ther of puniſhment or reward. Such a diſcovery 
riſes far above the dubious conjeQuures, and uncer- 
tain reaſonings, which mere natural light ſuggeſts 
concerning the future condition of mankind. * Here 
we find, what alone can produce any conſiderable in- 
fluence on practice, explicit promiſe and threatning z+ 
an unthoritative ſanction given to a law; the Gover- 


nour and Judge revealed; and all the motives which 


can operate on hope and fear, brought home to the 
heart, with T bus ſaih the Lord of Hoſts. Ina word, 
a great and magnificent plan of divine adminiſtration 
is opened to us, in the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and no- 


thing is omitted that can impreſs mankind with the 


perſuaſion of their being all, in the ſtrifteſt ſenſe, 
ſubjects of the maral government of Gd. 
T novo the bounds of this Diſcourſe allow us 


to take only an imperfect view of the principles of 
Chriſtian doctrine, yet the hints which have been 


given lay a ſufficient foundation for appealing to eve- 
ry impartial mind, whether the knowledge and be- 
lief cf ſuch principles be not intimately conne ed 
with the improyemert, and, by conſequence, with the 
happineſs of man. -I reaſon now. with ſuch as admit, 
that virtue is the great ſource both of improvement 


and happineſs. Let them lay what ftrefs they pleaſe 


upon the authority of conſcience, anduponthe force and 


evidence of ts dictates; can they refuſe to allow that, 


the natural tendency of the principles which I have - 
mentioned, is to ſupport theſe dictates, and to con- 
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firm that avthoruy ; to excite, on various eccaſions, 
the moſt uſefal ſentiments ; to provide additional 
reſtraints from viee, and additional motives to every 
virtue ? Who dares pronounce, that there is no caſe 
in which conſcience ſtands in need of ſuch affiſtance, - 
to direct, where there is ſo much unce tainty and daik- 

r:eſs; and to prompt, where there is ſo much feebleneſs 
and irreſolution, and ſuch a fatal proneneſs to vice 
— 5 | 


But how gcod ſoever the tendency of riligious 


principles may be, ſome will ſtill call in queſtion their 
actual ſignificancy, and inflnence on life. This ten- 
dency is by various cauſes defeated. Between the 
belief of religious principles and ac ort eſpondent prac- 
tice, it will be alledged that frequent experience 
ſhews there is no neceſſary connect on; and that 
therefore the propagation of the one, cannot give us 
any aſſurance of proportionab'e improvements fol- 
lowing in the other.— This, in part, is granted to 
be true; as we admit that religious knowledge and 
belief are ſuſceptible of various degrees, before they 
arrive at that real Chriftian Faith which the Scrip- 
ture repreſents as purifying the beart. But though 
the connection between principle and praQice be not 
neceſſary and invariable, it will not, I ſuppoſe, be 
denied that there is ſome connection. Here then one 
"avenue to the heart is opened. It the tendency of 
religious knowledge be good, wiſdom muſt direct, 
and duty oblige us to celtivate it. For tendency 
will, at leaſt in ſome cafes, riſe into effect; and, 
probably, in more caſes than are known and obſerved 
by the world. Beſides the diſtinguiſhed examples of 
true rel'gion and virtue which he, more or leſs, 
adored every age of the Chriſtiaſi Ma, what num- 
bers may there be, in the more filent and private 
ſcenes of life, overlooked by ſuperficial obſervers of 
mankind, on whoſe hearts and lives religions princi- 
ples have the meſt happy influence ? Even on wh 
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„ Religious Knowledge to Mankind. 457, 7 
and giddy minds, where they are far from operating 

their full effect, their influence is, frequently, not 
altogether loſt. Impreſſions of religion oſten check 
vice in its career. ' They prevent it from proceeding 

its utmoſt length; and though they do not entirely 

reform the offender, they ſerve to maintain order in 

ſociety. Perſons who are now bad, might probably 
have been worſe without them, and the world have 
ſuffered more from unreſtrained licentiouſneſs. The 
often fow latent ſeeds of goodneſs in the heart, which 
proper circumſtances and occaſions afterwards ripen; - 
though the reformation of the offender many not be 
ſo conſpicuous, as his former enormities have been. 
From the native tendency of religicus beltef, there 
is reaſon to conclude, that thoſe good effeRs of it are 
not ſo rare as ſome would repreſent them: By its 
nature and tendency, we can better judge of its ef- 
fetts, than by obſervations drawn from a ſuppoſed! 
experience, which often is narrow in its compaſs, and 
fallacious in its concluſions. FRO TE FS 
_ The aQual influence of principle and belief” on 
mankind, admits of clear illuſtration from unconteſt= 
ed matter of fact. They who hold the good effects 
of Chriſtian principles to be fo inconſiderable, as to 
render the propagation of them of ſmall importance, 
will be at no loſs to give us inſtances of corrupt prin- 
ciples of belief, having had the moſt powerful influ- 
ence on the world. Loud complaints we hear from 
this quarter, of the direful effects which ſuperſtition 
an enthuſiaim have produced; of their having poi- 
ſoned the tempers, and transformed the manners of 
men; of their having overcome the ſtrongeſt re- 
ſtraints of law, of reaſon, and humazity: Is this 
then the caſe that all piinciples, except good ones, 
ate of. ſuch mighty energy ?—Strange! that Falſe reli. 
gion ſhould be able to do ſo much, "and true teligion 
ſo little 3 that belief, ſo powerful in the one cate, 
ſhould be ſo impotent in the ' other;—No impartial 
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468 8 On the Importance of . 5 
enquirer, ſurely, can entertain this opinion. Te | 

— hiſtory of mankind ſhows that their religious 

tenets and principles, of whatever nature they be, 

are of great influence in forming their character, 

and direQing their conduct. The miſchief which 

falſe principles have done, affords a good argument 

to guard carefully againſt errour ; but as it is a proof * 


of what belief can do, it gives ground to hope the 
more from it, when rightly dire ed. The ſame tor- 
rent which, when it 15 put out of its natutal courſe 
overflows ard lays waſte a country, adorns and en- 
-riches it, when running in its proper channel. If it 
be alledged that ſuperſtition is likely to be more pow 
erful in its effects than truth, becauſe it agrees better | 
with the follies and corruptions of the world, we may 
'* oppoſe to this on the other hand, that truth has the 
divided bleſſing and the countenance of Heaven on its 
de. Let us always hope well of a cauſe that is good 
in itſelf, and beneficial to mankind. Truth is mighty, 
and will prevail. Let us ſpread the incorruptable feed = 
as widely as we can, and truſt in God that he will, 
give the incraſe. Having thus ſhown the i 
of religious knowledge to mankind in the way of 
improvement, let us, . 3 
lx the ſecond place, conſider it in the light of con- 
_  ſalation 3 as bringing aid and relief to us amidſt the 
diftreſles of life. Here religion conteſtably triumphs ;. 
and its happy effects in this reſpect, furniſh a 
arguinent to every benevolent mird for wiſhing them 
to be farther diffuſ.d thr t the world. For 
without the belief and hope afforded by divine Reva- 
lation, the circumſtances of man are extremely for- 
lorn. He finds himſelf placed here as a ſtranger in 
' a vaſt unievrſe, where the powers and operations of 
nature are very imperfectly known; where bath the - ; 
beginnings and the iſſues of things are | involved in 
myſterious darkneſs ; where he.is unable to diſcoyer, 
ih any certainty, whence he ſprung, or for what 
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purpoſe he was brought into this ſtate of exiſtence; 


Whether he be ſubjected to the government of a 


mild, or of a wrathtul ruler ; what conſtruction he 


is to put on many of the diſpenſations of his provi- 


dence ; and what his fate is to be when he departs 


hence. What « diſconſolate ſituation, to a ſerious 


enquiring mind! The greater degree of virtue it poſ= - 
ſees, its 


ſenſibility is likely to be the more oppreſſed 


dy this burden of ramus E- Even though 
it were in one's power to baniſh all uneaſy thought, 


and to fill up the hours of life with perpetual amuſe- 


ment, life ſo filled up would, upon refleQtian, appear 


poor and trivial. But theſe are far from being the 


terms upon which man is brought into this world. 
He is conſcious that his being is frail and teeble ; he .- 
ſees himſelf beſet with various dangers ; and is expo- 
fed to many a melancholy apprehenſion, from the 
* evils which he may have to encounter, before he 
arrives at the cloſe of life In this diſtreſſed condition 
to raveal to him ſuch diſcoveries of the Supreme Be- 


LAS 


ng as the Chriſtian religion affords, is to teveal to 


him a Father and a Friend; is to let in a ray of 


| the moſt cheering light opon-the darkneſs of the hu» 
man eſtate. He who was before a deltitute orphan, 


wondering in the inhoſpitable deſert, has now gained 


a ſhelter from the bitter and inclement blaſt. He 
now- knows to whom to pray, and in whom to truſt; 
where to unboſom his forrows ; and from what hand 


to look for relief. 


I., is certain, that when the heart bleeds from ſome 


wound of recent mistortune, nothing is of equal 


efficacy with religious comfort. It is of power to 


mind expiates with joy ; and when beraved of its - 


- -enlighten the darkeſt hour, and to aſſwage the ſeve- 
reſt woe, by the belief of divine favour, and the proje 


ped of a bleſſed immortality. In ſuch hopes, the 


earthly friends, ſolaces itſelf with the thoughts of one 
friend who will never forlake it. Refined reaſoninzy 
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the improvement which philoſophy teaches us to Mea 


of every event, may entertain the mind When it is at 
eaſe ; may perhaps contribute to ſooth it, When 
flightly touched with forrow. But when it is torn. 


with any ſore diſtreſs, they are cold and ſee He, com: 
red with a direct promiſe from the word of God: 
his is an anchor t» the ſoul both ſure and ffedfuff. 
This has given conſolation and refuge to many a vir- 
tuous heart, at a time when the moſt cogent reaſonings 
would have proved utterly unavailing. NF. 
Upon the approach of death, eſpecially,” when if 

a man thinks at all, his anxiety about his future in- 
tereſts muſt naturally increaſe, the-powerof religious 
confolation is ſenſibly felt. Then appears, in the 


'* moſt ſtriking light, the high value of the diſcoveries 


made by the Goſpel ; not only life and immortality- 
| revealed, but a mediator with God diſcovered ; mercy 


proclaimed, through him, to the frailties of the peni- 


tent and the humble; and his preſence promi ſed to 

be with them when they are paſſing through te vally 
of the ſhadow of death, in order to bring them ſafe 
into unſeen habitations of reſt and joy. Here is 
ground for their leaving the world with comfort and 


2 But in this ſevere and trying period, this 
a 


bouring hour of nature, how ſhall the unhappy man 
ſupport himſelf, who knows not, or believes not, 
the hope of religion ? Secretly conſcious to bimſelk 
that he has net ad ed his part as he ought to have done, 
the ſins of his paſt life ariſe before him in ſad re mem- 
brance. He wiſhes to exiſt after death, and yet 


dreads that exiftence. The Governor of the world 
is unknown. He cannot tell whether every endeavour * 


to obtain his mercy may not be in vain. All is awful 
obſcurity around him; and in the midſt of endleſs 


doubts and perplexitics, the trembling, re luctant ſoul, 


is forced away from the body. As the misfortunes 


of life muſt, to ſuch a man, Lave been me ſt oppi ” Ly 
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Religious Knowledge to Mankind, 471 
ſo its end is bitter. His ſan ſets in a dark cloud; and * 
the night of death cloſes over his head, full of mifery. 7 
Having now ſhown” how important the knowledge of _ 
the Lord is, both to the improvement and the conſo- 
1 of man, conſider as an individual, I am next to 
N NN Soar - 
II. How important this knowledge as to him as a 
member of ſociety. * This branch of the ſubject is in 
art anticipated by what has been ſaid. For alf the 
mprovement which man receives as an individual, 
1edounds of the benefit of the public. Society reaps _ 
the fruit of the virtues of all the members who com- 
poſe it; and in proportion as each, apart, is made 
better, the whole muſt flouriſh, 3 
But beſides this effect, religious knowledge has 2 
direct tendency to improve the ſocial intercourſe of 
men, and to aſſiſt them in ce- operating for common 
od. It is the great inſtrument of civilizing the | 
multitude, and forming them to union. It tames the - | 
fierceneſs of their paſſions, and ſoftens the rudeneſs 
of their manners. There is much reaſon to doubt 
whether any regular ſociety ever ſubſiſted, or could 
ſubſiſt, in the world, deſtitute of all religious ideas 
and principles. They who, in early times, attempt- 
ed to bring the wandering and ſcattered tribes of men 
from the woods, and to unite them in cities and com- | 
munities, always found it neceſſary to begin with 
ſome inſtitution of religion. The wiſeſt legiſlators 
of old, through the whole progreſs of their ſyſtems 


of government, conſidered religion as eſſential to Ci- 
vil polity. If even thoſe. imperfeQ forms of it, load= 
ed with ſo much ſuperſtition and errour, were im- 
portant to the welfare of ſociety, how much more 
that reaſonable worſhip of the true God, which is 
taught by the Goſpel ? True religion introduces the 
idea of regular ſubjeQion, by accuſtoming mankind 
to the awe of ſupericur power in the Deity, joined 
with the venerat:on of ſuperiour wiſdo. n and l 


PO PIO 


472 2 
I is by its nature an aſſociating principle 3 and creates 4 
new and ſacred bonds of union among men. Com- of 
mon aſſemblies for 2 worſhip, and joint =: - 
mage offered up to one ; the ſenſe of being all 
dependent on the ſame protection, and bound to duty + 
by the ſame ties, ſharers in the ſame benefits of hea- 
ven, and expectants of the ſame reward, tend to 
avaken the fentiments of friendly relation, and to 
confirm and ſtrengthen our mutual connexion. The 
_ doArine of Chriſtianity is moſt adverſe to all tyranny 
*and oppreſſion, but highly favourable to the intereſts 
of good government among men. It repreſſes the 
ſpirit of licentioufneſs and ſedition. It inculcates the 
duty of ſubordination to law ful ſuperiovrs. It requires 
us fo fear Ged, to honour the king,. and not te meddle 
avith them that are given to change. EN. 21 85 
_ Religious knowledge forwards all uſeſul and orna- 1 
mental improvements in ſociety. Experience ſhows, 5 
that in proportion as it diſſuſes its light, learning 
flouriſhes, and liberal arts ate cultivated and advanced. 
Juſt conceptiors of religion promote a free and man- 
y ſpirit. They lead men to think for themſelves ; to 
form their principles upon fair inquiry, and not to 
_ reſign their-conſcience to the dictates of men. Hence 
they naturally inſpire averſion to ſlavery of every kind; 
and promote a taſle for liberty and laws. Defpotic 
gcvernmerts have generally taken the firmeſt root L . 
among rations that were blinded by Mahometan or F. 49 
Pagan darkneſs ; where the throne of violence has 8 
been ſupported by ignorance and falfe religion. In = 4 
the Chriſtian world, during thoſe centuries in which 
groſs ſuperſlitien held its reign undiſturbed, oppreſ- 
ſion and ſlavery were in its train. The cloud of 
ignorance fat thick and deep over the nations 
and the world was threatered with a relapſe inte 
_ - arcient barbaiity. As ſoon as the true Inowledge of® 
the Lerd revived, at the auſpicious era of the Re- 
formation, learning, liberty, and arts, began to 
ſhu.e forth with it, and to reſume their luſtre. 
| 5 -- Wa 
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| rw” pledge of veracity, an oath, without 1 9 25 


could ſubſiſt, derives it whole authority fro 
aneſtabliſhed reverence of God, dba 


connect 


Jou render the ſecurity arifing from laws, in a great 


. meaſure, void and i (Ausl. For human laws, and 
| ſanQions, cannot extend to numberleſs caſes, 

3 in which the ſafety of mankind is deeply concerned. 
5 1 ve very feeble inſtruments ef order 

if there were no checks upon the conduct 9 
1 Tac the ſenſe of divine legiſlation; if 


El Y no 1 future rewards and puniſhments were to 

| overae conſcience, and to fopply the dſees of bu- 

- man 

I the belief of religion i is of ſuch | importance 
to public welfare, that the moſt expreſſive difcri 

ve could give of a ſocfety of men in the u dif 


£1 God left among them. Imagination would imme- 
-. | diately conceive of them as abandoned. to rapine and 
moſence, to perfidy and treachery ; as — 


„ and deceived, op — and oppreſled ; 
3 by intefline broils, and ripe for becomei 
the firſt invader. On the other hand, in order 10 


ing a prey to 


_ form the idea of a ſociety flouriſhing in its higeſt 
4 2 we need only — * the belief of Chriſtian 


wipiples exerting its full influence on the hearts and 4 q 
wesof all the members. Inſtantly, the moſt amia - 


79 5 ſcene would open to our view, We ſhald ſee the 
16 * 1 — mak men were 


pine 4 you you fhake - 
rer dence and truſt ; 


erer, would be to ſay, that there was no fear of 


. ous Baniſh religious principle, and you looſen all A 


4 


e OE 
animated with that noble ſpirit; of love and ehanty 
which our religion breaths ; and formed "tothe 
9 ſuit of thoſe higher im ereſto, which give ho onen 
to the competition and jealoufy. We ſhould ſee fami- 4 
7 lies, neighbourhoods, and communities, living in pu- 
Y/ brokn amity, and purſuing, with one Heart and mind, 
the common intereſts; ſobriety of manners, and im- 
Plicity of life, reſtored; virtuons induſtry carrying 
| on its uſual labours, and cheerfv] contentment 
| where reigning. Politicians may lay down what 
1 they pleaſe for advancing public proſperity, hit, 
truth, it is the prevalency of ſuch principles of Te= | 
gion and virtue, which forms the ſtrength and glory _ 
of a' nation. When theſe are totally wanting, 0 
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meeaſures contrived. by human wiſdom can 7 8 
the defect. In proportion as they prevail, they ratle' 14 
the ſtate of ſociety from that ſad degeneracy | 


which it is at preſent ſunk ; and. carry it = 
under the bleſſing of Heaven, towards that happy - 
period, when nations ſbalk nat lift up theit fevord - 25 
againſt nation, ner learn war any mormſeſſſ. 

In order to prove the importance- of religo 
knowledge to the intereſt of ſoeiety, one couſide ration 
more, deſerving particular attention, remains to be 
mentioned. It is, that if good ſeed be not ſown in te 
N field, tares will not infallibly ſpring up- The pro-. f 
pPenſion towards religion is ſtrong in the human heart. 

There is a natural preparation in our minds, for . 
ceiving ſome impreſſton of ſupernatural beſſef. E = 
on theſe among igncra: t and uncultiwated meth, ſu- 


1 


; 3 or ent hofia m never fail to graft themſelves. 20 
8 Into what monſtrous forn:s theſe have ſhot forth and +-- 


| what various miſchiefs they have produced to'ſoeie> - - - 
ty, is too well known. Nor is this the whole of the 

darger. Defining men are always ready to take , | 
vantage cf this popular weakneſs, and to diet hes I 

fupeꝛr ſtitious bias of the multitude to their wit ambis X 


 ticus and intereſted ends. Superſtition," in ſelf # 1 2 
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draft. Hence ariſes one of the moſt powerful 
ments for propagating with zeal, as far as our iti 
©. _encecanextend, the pure and'tindefiled doctrines of 
2 the Goſpel of Chriſt; in order that juſt and rational 
principles of religion may fill up that room in the 
minds of men, which dangerous fanaticifm wilt otbher- 
wiſe uſurp. 3 —: 
This conſideratian alone is ſufficient ts ſhew the * 
high utility of the deſign undertaken by the Society 
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge. With great 
propriety, they. have beſtowed their chief attention 
on a remote quarter of our own country, where, 
. from a variety of cauſes, ignorance and ſuperſtition _ 
* had gained more ground, than in any other corner of 
the land; where the inhabitants, by their local ſitua- 
tion, were more perfectly ſupplied with the means 
. .of proper education and inſtruction 3 and at the ſamne 
time expoſed td the ſeductions of tugh as ſonght to 
prevent them from the truth. The laudable endea- 
'- Yours of the Society in diffuſing religious and uſeful 
knowledge through this part of the country, have 
1 already been crowded with muck ſucceſs; and more 
 _— is ſtill to be expected from the continuance of their 
2 1 pious and well-ditected attention. „ 
| 4 With ſuch good deſigns, it becomes all to co-operate) 
A who are lovers of mankind. Thus ſhall the ſhow - 
idbeir juſt ſenſe of the value| of that bleſſing which 
2 4 * they enjoy, in the knowledge of the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
and their gratitude to Heaven for conferring it upon 
45 kk them. Thus ſhall they make the bleſſings of 
CE. | thoſe who are how ready to periſh through ie 
>. lact of Knowledge, deſcend upon their heads. 
X bus ſhall they contribute their endeavours for 
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be inging forward that Happy. period foretold by 
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